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BOOK XVIII. 

SEVEN-YEARS WAR RISES TO A HEIGHT. 
I757-*7S9- 

{Cattfmued,) 


CHAPTER XL 

WINTER IN BRESLAU ; THIivD CAMPAIGN OPENS. 

Friedrich, during those grand victories, is suffering sadly in 
health, ^colique depuis huit jouts, neither sleep nor appetite;’ 
< eight months of mere anguishes and agitations do wear one 
‘ down.* He is tired too, he says, of the mere business-talk, 
coarse and rugged, which has been his allotment lately ; longs 
for some humanly-roofed kind of lodging, and a little talk that 
$toll have flavour in The troops once all m their Winter- 
<|tmrters, he sits-down in Breslau as his own wintering-place: 
place of relaxation, — of rest, or at least of changed labour, — no 
needing it more. There for some three months he had 
a tolerable time; perhaps, by contrast, almost a delightful. 
Readers must imagine it ; we have no details allowed us* nor 
any time for them e^/en if we had. 

1 Letters of his to Prince Hcnn (Deccmbei a6ib &.c : wvi 167, iCg ; 

Slifcliiicl, V. 193). , , 

VOU VtIL ^ 


2 SEVEN-YEARS WAR RISES. BoofeXVilt* 

Jax^-April 1758. 

There come various visito|^ various gaieties^-— King’s Birth* 
day (Janua^ 24th) ; quality Balls, ‘at which Royal Majesty 
sometimes deigned show^himself.’ A lively Breslau, in 
comparison. Sister«Amelia paid a beautiful visit of a fortnight 
or more : Sister Amelia, and along with her, two married 
Cousins (once Margravines of Schwedt), whose Husbaiw^, 
little Brother Ferdinand, and Eugen of Wiirtembef^, are win- 
tering here. The Marquis d’Argens, how exquisitely treated 
we shall see, is a principal figure ; Excellency Mitchell, deep 
in very important business just now, is another. Reader de 
Catt (he who once, in a Dutch River-Boi?t, got into conversa- 
tion with the snufiy gentleman in black wig) made his new ap- 
pearance, this Winter, — needed now, since De grades 4 s off* 

“ Should you have known me again ?” asked Friedrich. 

“ Hardly, in that dress ; besides, your Majesty looks thinner/' 

“ That I can believe, with the cursed life I have been lead- 
ing !”2 There came also, day not given, a Captain Guichard 
(“ Major Quintus Icilius” that is to be) with his new Book on 
the Art Military of the Ancients, Mimoires Militaires sur les 
Grecs et les Remains which cannot but be welcome to Fried- 
rich, A solid account of that matter, by the first man who 
ever understood both War and Greek. Far preferable to 
Folard’s, a man without Greek at all, and with military ideas , 
not a little fantastic here and there. Of Captain Guichard, 
were his Book once read, and himself a little known, there 
will be more to say. Foif**the present, fancy him retained as 
supernumerary : — and in regard to Friedrich’s Winter gene- 
rally, accept the following small hints, small but direct : 

Friedrich to UArgens (three different times). 

I**. Oft the road to Leitlhen ‘{Tergau, 15th November 1757), 

‘ I have been obliged to have the Abbe arrested* (De Trades, of 
whom enough, long since) ; ‘ he has been playing the spy, and I have 

* nian> evident proofs of it. That is very inliimous and very un- 
** grateful.— I have made a prodigious quantity of verses {;ftrodigieme* 

* ment de 7 >ers). Tf I Uve, I will .show them you in Winter-quartet's 

‘ if I perish, they are bequeathed to you, and I have ordered that they 

* be put into your hand. ’ • • 

* Adieu, my dear Marquis. I faney yon to be in bH i don*t rot 
‘there;— -and remember you have promised to join mein Winter, 
‘quartets:* — on this latter poiu Fiiedrich is very i#gcnt, amiably 
* i, 285. 

» k La Haye, 2 tomes 410, 1757 (Nicolai, Artrkdoten, vi, t'^4). 



WINTER IN BRE 3 I-AU 


]^^«p 4 rc 4 to wmp the poorfj^Iarquis in cotton, ^nd carry him 
|Afi^ Wge him, like glass with care.* For example : 

setiBnj^ the HBnter-^arters%^ StrhgSLiXf 26th December 

* 17^7?* Siege of Breslau done ten days ago).# * * * What a plea- 

^ sure to hear you are coming ! Your travelling you can do in your 
^ f chosen a party of iJight Horse who will 

^appear atj^Berlin to conduct you. You can make short journeys : 

* the first to Etankfurt, the second to Crossen, the third to Grunberg, 

< fbnrth to Glogau, fifth to Tarchwitz, sixth to Breslau. I have di- 

* rented that horses be ordered for you, that your rooms be warmed 
f everywhere, and good fowls ready on all roads. Your apartment in 

* this House* (Royal blouse in Breslau, which the King has built for 
idmself years ago) *is carpeted, hermetically shut. You shall suffer 

* nothing from draughts or from noise.** — Lucky Marquis; what a 

landlord 1 Came accordingly; stayed till deep in April, — waiting 
latterly for weather, I perceive ; long after the King himself was off. 
Thus : j 

3®. Pnemich on the -field again for five weeks past 

* e3d April ^1758*). 'Adieu, dear Marquis; I fancy you are now in 

* ]|feiiii again. Go to Charlottenburg whenever and how you like; 

* take care of yourself ; and be ready for the beginning of October 

< next !*-^As to me, mon cher^ I am off to fight windmills and ostriches 

* {4iutruchei)^ that is, Russians and Austrians {Autrichiens), Adieu, 

* mon cherl*^ 

There circulated in the Newspapers, this Winter, some- 
thing of what was called a Letter from Friedrich to Maria 
Theresa, formally proposing Peace, after these magnificent 
successes. And certainly, of all tljings in the Earth, Friedrich 
would have best liked Peace, this year, last year, and for the 
next five years : “ Go home, then, good neighbours ; don’t 
break into my house, don’t cut my poor throat, and we will 
bj friends again !’* Friedrich, it appears, had actually, finding 
or making opportunity, sent some polite Letter, of pacific 
tenor, in his light clever way, to that address ; — not without 
momentary hopes of perhaps getting good from it .7 And the 
Kaiserinn herself, Austria's high Mother, did, they say, after 
such a Leuthen coming on the back of such a Rossbach, ftfel 
discouraged ; but the Pompadour (not France'b Mother, what- 
ever she might be to France) was of far other mind : Do not 
speak of it, ma Reine / Double or quits, that is our game ; 
can we yield for a little ill-luck ? Never !’* 

♦ (Eiwres tk Fred^rict'xix. ^3, * Ib. xlx. 48 6 Ib. xiv. 49. 

In Prems, ii. 130 (Friedrien's Letter mouly given bear »r a Prince vou I ob- 
koviritiK, prwoner at Leuthen, now going home on handsome terms) ; Sten/el, v j 4 
(for tha perrCOHtra feeling). 



A SEVEN-YEARS WAR RISES, Bookxvin, 

Jaffi«A|)nl 

France dismisses its D*A^enson, ** What Armies Ire these 
of his ; flying home on us, Ipce draggled poultry, across the 
Rhine V* — summon^ the famed Belleisle to be War-Minister, 
and give things an eagle-quality France engages to pay its 
subsidies better (France tiow the general paying party, Austtiai 
Sweden, Russia itself, all looking to France, — wouy she weife 
as punctual as England used to be !), — in a word, engages tO 
be magnanimous extremely, and w’ll hear of nothing but per^ 
sistence. “ Shall not we reap, then, where there is suOh a 
harvest standing white to us ?’* Kaunit? admits that there 
never will again be such a chance. — Peace, it is clear enough, 
will not be got of these people by any Letter, or human device 
whatever, except simplv by uttermost, more or less miraculoue 
fighting for it. Friedrich is profoundly aware of this fact;— 

IS busy completing his Army: 145,000 for the field, this Year, 
53,000 the Silesian part, * a good many of them Austrian de- 
serters and is closing an important Subsidy Treaty with 
England, — of which more anon. 

And if this is the mood in France and Austria, think what 
Russia’s will be ! The Czarina is not dead of dropsy, as some 
had expected, but, on the contrary, alive, and fiercer than 
ever ; furious against Apraxin, and determined that Fermor, 
his successor, shall defy Winter, and begin work at once. She 
has indignantly dismissed Apraxin (to be tried by Court- 
Martial, he) ; dismisses Be^tuchef the Chancellor ; appoints a 
new General, F'ermor by name ; orders Fermor to go and lose 
not a moment, now in the depth of Winter since it was not 
done in the crown of Summer, and take possession of East 
Preussen in her name. ^ 

Which Fermor does; i6th January, crosses the border 
again, 31,000 in all, without opposition except from the frost ; 
plants himself up and down, — only two poor Prussian bat- 
talions there ; who retire with their effects, especially * with 
Seven wagons of money ’ January 22d, Fermor enters Kdnigs- 
berg ; publishes no end of proclamations, manifestos, re-*» 
scripts, to inform the po(^r people, trembling at* the Cossack 
atrocities of last Year, '‘That his august Sovereign Elizabeth 
of All the Russias has now become Proprietress of East Preus** 
sen, which shall be perfectly protected and cxqiiisitcly well- 
governed henceforth ; and that all men of offleial or social 

% • February 17$$* {Barifitr, iv. 358). 9 Stenzcl, v. 155. 



WINTER. IN BRESLAU. I 

1758* 

positioT#hav9, accordingly, to cdfcae and take the loath to her, 
with the due alacrity and punct^ity their peril.” 

No man is willing for the operation, ipost men shudder at 
it; but who can help them? Surely it was an unblessed 
t)pa:ation. Poor souls, one pities them ; for at heart they were, 
fiiftd continued, loyal to their own King ; thoroughly abhorrent 
of becoming Russian, as Czarish Majesty has thoroughly re- 
solved they shall. Some few absconded, leaving their pro- 
perty as spoil ; the rest swore, with mental reservation, with 
shifts, such as they f:ould devise : — for example, some were ob- 
served to swear with gloves on ; the right hand, which they 
hdd iq), was a mere right fist with a stuffed glove at the end 
of it,*— -.re? help me Beelzebub (or whoever is the recording 
Angel here) po And thus does Preussen, with astonishment, 
as by the spell of a Czarina Circe, find itself changed suddenly 
to Russian : and does not recover the old human form till four 
years hence, — when, again suddenly, as we shall see, the Circe 
and her wand chance to get broken. 

Friedrich could not mend or prevent this bad Business ; 
but was so disgusted with it, he never set foot in East Preus- 
sen again, — never could bear to behold it, after such a trans- 
formation into temporary Russian shape. I cannot say he 
abhorred this* constrained Oatji as I should have done : on the 
contrary, in the first spurt of indignation, he not only protested 
aloud, but made reprisals, — “ Sw^ar me those Saxons, then !” 
said he ; and some poor magistrates of towns, and official 
people,, had to make a figure of swearing (if not allegiance 
altogether, allegiance for the lime being), in the same sad 
fashion, till one’s humour cooled again.^i East Preussen, lost 
in this way, held by its King as before, or more passionately 
now than ever ; still loved Friedrich, say the Books ; but it is 
Russia’s for the present, and the mischief is done. East 
Preussen itself, Circe Czarina cherishing it as her own, had a 
much peaceabler time : in secret it even sent moneys, recruits, 
numerous young volunteers to Friedrich; much more, hopes 
artd,prayers« But his disgust with the late transformation by 
enchantment was inexpiable. 

It Was May or June, as had been anticipated, before the 
Russian m^in Army made its practical appearance in those 

*0 Ilelden-Gesckickte^ v. 147-9 *, Preuss, ii. 145, iii. 578, iv. 477, &c. 

Preuss, il. 163 : Oath given in H€ld 0 HrQti,chichUt v. 631. 4 ^ 
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Jm-Aprii X75(a 

parts. Ferirtor had, in the^ interim^ seissed Thorn.^ seized 
Elbing (V No ofFejtce, jnagnaf imbiis Polacks, it is only for a 
time !”), — and wou}ib|fain have had PanUig too, but Dahtzigi 
wouldn’t. Not till June i6th did the unwieldy mass ^On papet; 

X <54,000, and in effect, afid exclusive of Cossack rabbl^i abddi 
75,000) get on way; and begin slowly staggering a^^itWardS; 
Very slowly, and amid incendiary fire and horrid cirUelty, at# 
heretofore; — and in August coming we shall be sure to hek# 
of it. 

* Lehwald was just finishing with the Swedes, — ^had got tb^p 
all bottled-up in Stralsund again, about New-year’s time> when 
these Russians crossed into Preussen. We said nothing' of the 
Swedish so-called Campaign of last Year ; — and indeed ate 
bound to be nearly silent of that and of all the others. Five 
Campaigns of them, or at least Four and a half ; such Cam** 
paigns as were never made before or since. Of Campaign 
1757, the memorable feature is, that of the whole “Swedish 
Division,” as the laughing Newspapers called it, which was 
“ put to flight by Five Berlin Postillions — substantially a 
truth, as follows : 

‘ Night of September i2lh-i3th, J757, the Swedes, 2z,ooo strong, 

* did at last begin business ; crossed Peene River, tile boundary be- 

* tween their Pamrnern and ours ; and, having nothing but some 

* fractions of Militia to oppose them, soon captured the Redoubts 
‘ there; spread over Prussian Fommern, and on into the Uckermark; 

‘ diligently raising contributions, to a heavy amount. No less th^ 

‘ 90,000/. in all for this poor Province; though, by a strange aeddeht, 

‘ 60,000/. proved to be the actual sum. 

‘ Towards the end of October they liad got as much as 6 o,oc ^4 

* from the northern parts of Uckermark, Prentzlow being thdr head- 

* quarter during that operation ; and they now sent out a Detadi- 
‘ ment of 200 grenadiers and 100 dragoons towards Zehdenick, another 
‘ little Town, some forty miles farther south, there to •wring-out thit 
‘^remaining .sum. The Detachment marched by night, not eourtlhg 
‘ notice; but people had heard of its coming; and five PriissiaU 

* til lions, —shifty fellows, old hussars it may be, at any mte.iskilfel*- 

* on the trumpet, and furnished wdth hussar jackets an4 aii bjd 

* each, determined to do something for their Country. Thi 

* petaobmetit had not marched many mile.s, when, --rafter or befeira som© 

* flourishes of martial frumpeting, — there verily fdi o%the S 

* flank, out of a clump of tok wood, five shots, and 0^ 

* man- To the astonishment and panic of the other Two hundred and 
^ninety-jtine ; who made instktit retreat, Under new shots and tminp^ 
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^ * tone$, is if it were from five whole^ussar regiments ; retreat double* 
‘quick, to Prentzlowj; alarm waxing by the speed; allrm spreading 
‘ at PrenUlow itself: so that the -wiiole r%isioii got to its feet, re* 
' * crossed the Peene ; and Uckermark had notjiing more to pay, for 
‘ that bout ! This is not a fable, such as go in the Newspapers,* adds 
tn3^ Authority, ‘but an accurate fact probably, in our day, the 
slope meatorable one ofjhat “ Swedish War/* 

1* The French,* says another of my Notes, ‘who did the suhsidying 
‘ all round (who paid even the Russian Subsidy, though in Austria's 
‘ nslme), had always an idea that the Swedes, — 22,000 stout men, this 

* yir, 4,000 of them cavalry, — might be made to cooperate with the 

* R^sians ; with then% or with somebody ; and do something effective 
‘ inithe way of destroying Friedrich. And besides their subsidies and 

* bijbing^ the French took incredible pains with this view ; incessantly 

* cqatriying, correspondencing, and running to and fro between the 
‘ parties but had not, even from the Russians and Czarish Majesty, 

‘ much of a result, and from the Swedes had absolutely none at all. 
‘ By French industry and flagitation, the Swedish Army was generally 

* kept*up to about ao.ooo : the soldiers were expert with their fighting- 

* tools, knew their field-exercise well ; had fine aitillery, and were stout 
‘hardy fellows: but the guidance of them was wonderful. “They 
‘ had no field-commissariat,** says one Observer, “no field-bakery, no 
‘magazines, no pontoons, no light troops; and,** among the Higher 
‘Officers, “no subordination. ***‘ Were, in .short, commanded by 
‘ nobody in particular. Commanded by Senator Committee-men in 
‘ Stockholm ; and, on the field, by Generals anxious to avoid re* 

* sponsibility ; who, instead of acting, held continual Councils of War. 
‘ The history of their Campaigns, year after year, is, in summary, 
‘ this : 

‘ Late in the season (always late, War-Offices at home, and Cap- 
‘ taincies here, being in such a state), they emerge from Stralsund, an 
‘ impregnable place of their own, — ^wheie the men, T observe, have 
‘ had to live on dried fishy substances, instead of natural boiled oat- 
‘ meal and have died extensively in consequence : — they march from 
‘ Stralsund, a forty or thirty miles, till they reach the Swedish-Pom- 
‘ mem boundary, Peene River ; a muddy sullen stream, flowing through 
‘ quagmire meadows, which are miles broad, on each shore : River un- 

* fordaMe everywhere ; only to be crossed in four or five places, where 

J/^ldm^Geschuktef iv. 764, 807 ; Archenholtr. i. 160 * 

W For example : M. le Marquis de Montalembert, Correspmtdance amc &*c., 
itfmt tmployi par le Roi de France d CArtnde Suidcise^ 1757-1761 (*with the 
Swe^sh Armyj|^ yes, and sometimes with the Russian, — and sometimes on the 
Coasts, ardently fortifying against Pitt and his Descents there:— a very in* 
lelUgent, industrious, observant man; still amusing to read, if one were idler), d 
fOvidently Baris), 1777, 3 volU small 8vo. Then, likewise very intelligent, 
ihofe is a Montatet, a Mortaigne, a Caulaincourt ; a CaMpagtu des Russes eu ; 

^rt, a great deal of fine faculty employed there in spinning ropes from 
sand. Archenhoftz, t. 15^ 

IContalembert, 1. 30-37, 33S» 394 &c. (that of the demand for Norse porridge^ 
interested me, I cannot find SigAin}. 
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^ JaniA|>nl 1;^$^ 

* paved caascwiys aie The Swales, wxth dcliberatjon, ciosl’Peene; 

* afttx some t!me, capture the bits of Kedoubts and the one or two 

* poor Prussian i owns up<i^i it , AftkHm Redoubt, Ptenemunde (Peene** 

‘ mouth) Redoubt, anej rove foiward into liussian Pommeni, or ov^r 

* into the Uckermaik, for fifty, foi a hundied miles , exacting cotttn- 

* butions , foi aging what Ihvy can, making the pool country-peojAe 
‘ very miseiable, and themselves not happy, — their soldiers ♦‘growi^ 

* yearly more plundtrous,’ says Archtnholtz, “till at length they gk, 

* thougli much shyer of murdu, to ics mble Cossacks/’ in legardto 

* other pleas of the tiown 

^ riiert IS generally som« fractional ugiment or two of PiuSslan 

* force, left under some select General MautevCel, Colonel Btlhig , 

* who hangs diligently on the skiits of them, exploding by all opfpr 
' tunities J here have been Country Militias voluntarily got on kiot, 

* for the oceision, five or six small legiinciits ol them, oflicered by 

* Prussian Veteriiis of the Squirearchy in those parts, who do exosl- 
‘lent service Ihe Governoi of Stettin, Bevem, our old SileSian 
‘ fiiend, strikes out now and then alwiys vigilant, prompt and effee 

* ti\e, on a chance offering Ihis thiough Summer, is what opposi 
‘ lion cm be made and the Swedes without magazines, scout-service, 

‘ or the like militiry appliances, but willing enough to fight’ (when 
they can ‘and li\ing on their shifts, will rove inwaid, perhaps 
‘ 100 miles, siy south westwiid say south eastward (towaids Ruppin, 
which we used to know), — ‘they love to keep Mecklenburg usually 

* on then flank, which is a fiiendly Count! y Small fights befall them, 

* usually beatings, never anything considcrible That is iheir success 

* through Summci 

‘ 1 hen, m Autumn, some remnant more of Prussian regulars arrive, 

‘ disposable now for that scivice,^^upon which the Swedes are driven ovei 
‘ Peene igaiii (quite sure to be driver w hen the Ri\ er with its quagmires 
‘ freezes) , lose Anklam Redoubt, Pecnemundt Redoubt, loseDemmin, 

‘ Wodm, are followed into Swedish Pommerii oftenest to the gates 
‘ of Stialsund, and irc locked u]) tlieu llieie and in Rugen adjoining, 

* till a new season airivt ’ — I his yeai (1757 8), I ehwald, on turning 
the key of Stralsnnd, might havt dcnc t fine feat, fiost haviig come 
suddenly, nnd welded R igen to the munhnd “What is to hinder 
you from starving them into siuicridei ?” signifies rriedrieh, hastily; 
“ Besiege me Stralsund ’ Which J <l wald did, but should have been 
qifteker about it, or the thaw c ime too soon, and admitted ships 
with provision agnn U] on which 1 el wnlcl re igiied, to a General 
Oral von Dolma, nnd went iionu is ^lown too old and Dohno, 
kept them bottle I thcie till the usual Pussian Advent (deep in Jufie)j 
by which t nc wh il with limit d stotkf h did, what with soie iabopur 
(breakui ^ c f the let, whcnevti frr,t leappeared) and other hardship, 
more than half of them hid duel — Evciy new season 'there was a 

* new Guuiil ♦ned, but v ithout the lei^t improvirntni There was 
‘ Ijiockery enough, complaint enough , indignant laughter 1x1 Stockholm 
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^itself 5 itnd the Palecarlians thought of revolting : but the Senator 

* Committee-men held firm, ballasted by French gold, for four years. 

* The Prussian Militias are a finf trait dl^the matfer; about fifteen 

* regiments in different parts ; — about five in I^nuncm, which set the 

* example ; which were suddenly raised last Autumn by the Stdnde 

* themselves, drilled in Stettin continuaRy, while the Swedes were 
*4|inder jay, and which stood ready for some action, under veterans 
‘ of the squirearchy, when the Swedes arrived. They were kept up 

* through the War, The Stande even raised a little fleet, river fleet 

* and coast fleet, twelve gunboats, with a poweiful carronade in each, 

* and effective men and caj>tam; a gieat check on plundering and 

* coast-mischief, till tlA Swedes, who are naval, at last naade an effort 

* and destroyed them all. ’ 

Friedrich was very sensible of these procedures on the part 
of his Stdnde j and perhaps readers are not prepared for such, 
or for others of the like, which we could produce elsewhere, in 
a Country without Constitution to speak of. Friedrich raises no 
new taxes, — except upon himself exclusively, and these to the 
very blood: — Friedrich gets no Life-and-Fortune Addi esses of 
the vocal or printed sort, but only of the acted. Very much 
the preferable kind, where possible, to ail parties concerned. 
These poor militias and flotillas one cheerfully puts on record ; 
cheerfully nothing else, in regard to such a Swedish War; — 
nor shall we henceforth insult the human memory by another 
word upon it that is not indispensable. 

Of the English Subsidy, 

One of Friedrich’s most important affairs, at present,— 
vitally connected with his Army and its furnishings, which is 
the all-important, — was his Subsidy Treaty with England. It 
is the third treaty he has signed with England in regard to 
this War ; the second in regard to subsidy for it ; and it is the 
first that takes real practical effect. It had cost difficulty in 
adjusting, not a little correspondence and management from 
Mitchell; for the King is very shy about subsidy, though grin! 
‘necessity prescribes it as inevitable; and his pride, and his re- 
flections on the last Subsidy Treaty, “ One Million sterling. 
Atm?' of Observation, and Fleet in the Baltic,” instead of which 
came Zero and Kloster-Zeven, have made him very sensitive. 
However, aH difficulties arcr got over; Plenipotentiary Knyp- 
hausen, Pitt Britannic Majesty and everybody striving to be 

Archfnholtz, i. iia 
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rational and practical; and at Condon, iith April Sub- 

sidy Treaty, admirably^rief and to the point, is finished 
‘*That Friedrich have Four Million Thalers, that is, 
670,000/. ; payable in London to his order, in October, this 
Year; which sum Friedrich engages to spend wholly in main* 
tenance and increase of his Army for behoof of the ^mmon 
object ; — neither party to dream of making the least shadow 
of peace or ti'uce without the other.” Of Baltic Fleet, there is 
nothing said ; nor, in regard to that, was anything done, this 
year or afterwards ; highly important as it^ould have been to 
Friedrich, With the Navies so-called of both Sweden and Rus- 
sia doing their worst upon him. “ Why not spare me a small 
English squadron, and blow these away?” Nor was the why 
ever made clear to him ; the private why being, that Czarish 
Majesty had, last year, intimated to Britannic, “Any such step 
on your part will annihilate the now old friendship of Russia 
and England, and be taken as a direct declaration of War 
— which Britannic Majesty, for commercial and miscellaneous 
reasons, hoped always might be avoided. Be silent, thetefore* 
on that of Baltic Fleet. 

In all the spoken or covenanted points the Treaty was ac- 
curately kept: 670,000/., two-thirds of a million very nearly, 
will, in punctual promptitude, come to Friedrich’s hanfi, were 
October here. And in regard to Ferdinand (a point left silent, 
this too), Friedrich’s expeejations were exceeded, not the con- 
trary, so long as Pitt endured. This is the Third English- 
Prussian Treaty of the Seven-Years War, as we said above; 
and it is the First that took practical effect : this was followed 
by three others, year after year, of precisely the same tenor, 
which were likewise practical and punctually kept, — the last of 
them, ‘1 2th December 1760,’ had reference to Subsidy fot 
1761 : -and before another came, Pitt was out. So that, in 
all, Friedrich had Four Subsidies, f>7o,ooo/. x 4 = 2,680,000/, 
of English money altogether; — and it is computed by some^ 
theie was never as much good fighting otherwise had out of* 
all the 800,000,000/, we have funded in that peculiar Mtje of 
enterprise.^® 

U la four short Articles ; given In Th ^dtn-Ceschichief v. 

w First Tre.ity, 16th Jaimary 175^ tis in hL will 

* oppose by arms any foreign k ’•niament entering Germany ;* Second TttWy* 
January 1737 ( never publisSd till i8oa ), is in Sebol!, iU. go-3» i ^0ne sUiyid|j|f^ 

Za Fleet (not kept at all) ; after which. 

Third I'reaty really issuing in subsidy and perfomia&oe) is xsih 
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^ f ittnad no difficulty with hisf^arliamcnt, or with his Public, 
in regard to this Subsidy; theacontriSjry rather. Seldom, if 
ever, was England in such a heat of eighusiasm about any 
Foreign Man as about Friedrich in these months since Ross- 
bach and what had followed. Celebrating this ** Protestant 
Hero/' authentic new Champion of Christendom ; toasting him, 
with all the honours, out of its Worcester and other Mugs, very 
high indeed. Take these Three Clippings from the old News- 
papers* omitting all else ; and rekindle these, by good inspection 
and consideration, into feeble symbolic lamps of an old illu- 
mination, now fallen so extinct. 

No. j. Reverend Mr. Whitfield and the Protestant Hero. ‘ Monday 

* January ad/ 175S, ‘was observed as a Day of Thanksgiving, at the 
‘ Chapel in Tottenham- Court Road* (brand-new Chapel, still standing 
and acting, though now in a dingier manner), ‘by Mr. Whitfield's 

* people, for the signal Victories gained by the King of Prussia over 
*■ his Enemies.'* — “ Why rage the Heathen; why do the people im- 
** agine a vain thing? Sinful beings we, peiiloubly .sunk in sin against 

the Most High : — but they, do they think that, by earthly propping 
** and hoisting, their unblessed Chimera, with his Three Hats, can 
** .sweep away the Eternal Stais!’** — In this strain, I suppose: Pro- 
testant Hero and Heaven'.s long-suffering Patiences and Mercies in 
raising-up such a one for a backsliding generation; doubtless with 
much unction by Mr. Whitfield. 

• 

No. a. King of Prttssia' s Birthday (Tuesday Januaiy 24th). ' This 
‘ being the Birthday of the King of Pmssia, who then entered into the 

* forty-seventh year of his age, the same was observed with illumina- 

* tions and other demonsti aliens of joy — throughout the Cities of 
London and Westminster, ‘great rejoicings and illuminations,* it ap- 
pears,** — now shining so feebly at a century's distance! — No. -j is 
still more curious; and has deserved fiom us a little special inquiiing 
%ito- 

No. 3, Miss Barbata JFyndham^s Subsidy. ‘March 13th, 1758,* 
•^while Pitt and Knyphanseii are busy on the Subsidy Treaty, st^jll 
not out with it, the Newspapers suddenly announce, — 

* Miss Bab. Wyndham, of Salisbury, sister of Henry Wyndham, 

* of tha^ City, a maiden lady of ample fortune, has ordered her 

* banker to prepare the sum of 1,000/. to be immediately remitted, in 

ijrsS dgivea in Belde^CeschicAte, v. 17) ; Fourth ( really second), 7th December 1758 
Ub. V. 7«ia ) ; Fmh {third), 9th November 1759 ; Sixth (fourth), lath December 1760. 
PWiwk ii. M4n, 

p Gimitentads Maj^asitne, xxviii. (for 1758), p. 

w lb. p« 43 ; and vol. xxix. p. 42, for next year’s birthday, and p. 8x for anot)r>r 
kind olpidibnuioii. 
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* her own name, as a present to tl|p King ot Prussia* Doii^tless to 
the King of Prussia’s surprise, and that of London Society, which 
would not want for comm^taries %n such a thing! 

Before long, the SmiDsidy Treaty being now out, and the Wyndham 
topic new again, London Society reads, in the same Newspaper^ ^ 
Documentary Piece, calculafed to help in its commentaries. There 
is good likelihood of guess, though no certainty now attainable, th«t 
the “ English Lady” referred to may be Miss Bab. herself ; — of 'whose 
long-vanished biography, and brisk, airy, nomadic ways, we catdt 
herei^y a faint shadow, momentary, but conceivable, and sufftcient 
for us : 

* To the Authors of the London Oftromete,^^ 

* The following Account, which is a real fact, will serve to show 

* with what punctuality and exactness the King of Prussia attends to 

* the most minute affairs, and how open he is to applications from all 

* persons. 

* An English Lady being possessed of actions’ (shares) * in the 

* Kmbden Company, and having occasion to raise money on them, re- 

* paiied to Antwerp' (some two years ago, as will be seen), ‘and made 
‘ application for that purpose to a Diioclor of the Company, established 
‘ there by the King of Pmssia for the managing all affairs relative 

* thereto. This peison,’ Van Kithom the name of him, ‘very will- 
‘ ingly entcied into treaty with liei; but the sum he offered to lend 
‘ being far short of what the actions would bring, and he also insisting 
' on forfeiture of her right in them, if not redeemed in twelve months, 

‘ — she broke-off with him, and had recourse to some merchants at 
‘ Antwerp, who were inclinable to treat with her on muclf more equit- 

* able terms. The proceeding necessarily brought the parties before 

* this Director for receiving hi^ sanction, which was essential to the 

* solidity of the agreement ; and he, finding he was like to lose the 
‘ advantage he had flattered himself with, disputed the authenticity of 
‘ the actions, and thereby threw her into such discredit, as to render 

* all attempts to raise money on them ineffectual. Upon this the Lady 
‘ wrote a Letter by the common post to his Majesty of Prussia, ac- 
‘ companied with a Memorial complaiumg of the treatment she had 
‘ received from the Director ; and she likewise enclosed the actions 
‘ themselves in another letter to a friend at Berlin. By the return of 
‘^he post, his Majesty condescended to answer her Letter; and the 
‘ actions were returned authenticated ; which so restored her credit, 

‘ that in a few hours all difficulties wert removed relating to the trans-"* 
‘ action she had in hand ; and it is more than probable the Dirfdot 

* has felt his Majesty’s resentment for his ill-behaviour. — The Lady’a 

* Letter was as follows : 

** Antwerp, »9th F^ruai^ «756 

“ Sir, — Having had the happiness to pay my court to your Ma- 

London Chronicle, Mai*ch i4th-i6th, 1758 ; LloySi Evening Post i 
^ ** London Chronicle, of i3th-i5th April 1738. 
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jefit^ttring a pretty long rcsidei^e at Berlin’* (say In Voltaire’s time; 
Mis« Barbara’s **Embden Company/’ I observe, was the first of the 
two, date 1750; that of 1753 is no? hers), ''‘and to receive such mai-ks 
“of favour from their Majesties the Queens** (a Barbara capable of 
shining in the Royal soirees at Montbijou, of talking to, or of, your 
Voltaires and lions, and investing mone/s in the new Embden Com- 
pany) “ as I shall ever retain a grateful sense of, — I presume to flatter 
myself that your Majesty will not be offended at the respectful liberty 
** I have taken in laying before you my complaints against one Van 
** Erthom, a Director of the Embden China Company, whose bad be- 
“ haviour to me, as set forth in my Memorial, hath forced me to make 
“ a very long and expensive stay at this place ; and, as the consider- 
“ able interest I have in that Company may farther subject me to his 
caprices, I cannot foibear laying my grievances at the foot of your 
** Majesty’s throne ; most respectfully supplicating your Majesty that 
“ you would be graciously pleased to give oitlers that this Director 
** shall not act towards me for the future as he hath done hitherto. 

“ I hope for this favour from your Majesty’s sovereign equity; and 
** I shall never cease offering up my ardent prayers for the prosperity 
** of your glorious reign ; having the honour to be, with the most re- 
“ spectful zekl. Sir, your Majesty’s most humble, most obedient, and 
** most devoted servant, * * 

* The King of Prussia's Answer, 

** Potsdam, 26th February 1756, 

“ Madam, — I received the Letter of the i9tli instant, which you 
“ thought proper to write to me ; and was not a little di-»pleased to 
“ hear of the bad behaviour of one of Ihc Uiiectors of the Asiatic 
** Company of Embden towaids yoil, of which you were forced to 
“ complain. I shall direct youi grievances to be examined, and have 
“ just now dispatched my onlcrs for that purpose to Len/, my Presi- 
‘‘ dent of the Chamber of East Friesland,” Chief Judge in those parts. 
“You may assure yourself the strictest justice shall be done you that 
“ the case will admit, God keep you in his holy protection. — Fried- 
“ RICH.” ’ 

Whether this refers to Miss Barbara or not, there is no affirming. 
But the interesting point is, Friedrich did receive and accept Miss Bar- 
bara’s 1,000/. The I’russian account, which calls her ‘‘an English 
*yungfraH^ Lady Salisbury^ who actually sent a sum of money, ”2* would 
not itself be satisfactory: but, by good chance, there is still living, in 
Salisbury City, a very aged Gentleman, well known for his worth, and 
Seyfarth, ii. 139, 

Pffeu&s, ii 124, whose reference is» merely * GeniletHatt s Magazine for 1758.* 
Both in Jflegister of that Year (i. 86), and m the Gentleman' s Magazine, 

pp. J 49 t t77, the above Paragiaph and^ Betteis are copied from the Newspapers, but 
without the smallest commentary (there 01 elsewhere), or any mention of a ‘ Lajly 
Salisbury.* 
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intielUgence on such matters, who, being inquired of, lit 

<!ixice ; That the First Earl of Malmesbury (who was of his acqi»di»ttlM 5 e» 
imd had many anecdotes# and riniiniscences of Friedrich, all :a&ted 
down, it was understood, with diplomatic exactitude, but BfW 
published or become accessible) did, as ‘ I well remember, amoug otho** 

* things, mention the Kingis telling him that he,* the King, *ha 4 

* ceived a Thousand Pounds from Miss Wyndham ; with a p<(#t axf 

* which he had bought the Flute then in his hand.*** Which iattlwr 
circumstance, too, is curious. For, at all times, however straitened 
Friedrich’s Exchequer might be, it was his known habit, during this 
War, to have always, before the current year ended, the ways and 
means completely settled and provided for thf« year coming ; so that 
everything could be at once paid in money (good money or bad, — ^good 
still np to this date) ; — and nothing was observed to fall short, so much 
as the customary liberality of his gifts to those about him. X infer, 
therefore: Friedrich had decided to lay-out this i,ooo/. in what he 
would call luxuries, chiefly gifts, — ^and, among other things, had said 
to himself, I will have a new flute, too!** Probably one of his last; 
for I understand he had, by this time (Malmesbury’s time, 177a)* ceased 
much playing, and ceased altogether not long after.** 

James Plarris, First Earl of Malmesbury, was Resident at Berlin 
1772 : that is all the date we have for the King’s saying, ** And with 
part of it 1 bought this hlute !’* Date of Lord Malmesbury’s mention 
of it at Salisbury, we have none, — ^likeliest there itiight he various 
dates ; a thing mentioned more than once, and not improvable by 
dating. The Wyndhams still live in the Close of Salisbury; a re- 
spected and well-known Family; record of them (none of Barbara 
there, or elsewhere except here) to be found in the County Histories.** 

1 only know farther, Barham May ijSt;, 'aged and wealth)^’ and 

* with the bulk of her fortune endowed a Charity, to be called Wynd- 
ham College,” — which 1 hope still flouri.shes. Enough on this small 
Wyndham matter ; which is nearly altogether English, but in Which 
Friedrich too has his indefeasible property. 

Friedrich^ as indeed Pitfs People and Others have done^ lakes 
the Field u?ico?nmonly early : Friedrich goes upon Schweid- 
nitz^ as the Preface to whatever his Campaign may be, 

* While this Subsidy Treaty is getting settled in England, 
Duke Ferdinand has his French in full cackle of universal* 
Bight; and before the signing of it (April nth), /?very feather 

*5 I.etter from Jolm Fowler, 1 -sq , *S.ihU)niv, 5 »d April i860,’ to a Fdond of 
mine‘(/rw^ •>€ liai kjra’.s idemity, or othcr\;ibc, with the Antwcrp-emlxlen 

X,ady. Ml F. con say nothma* 

‘-Jo Pieuss, i. ^ 

'O Bruton’s Lng,land and xv part ii. p. rtS ; Hoarr’s SpiUi'- 

(mistaken, p. Sts), ((\'C 
If Ann^ai (tor 1765), \hi. 86. 
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pi theiii is over the Rhine ; Duke Ferdinand busy preparing to 
follow. Glorious news, day after day, coming in, for Pitt, for 
Hiss Barbara and for all En^ish s^uls, Royal Highness of 
j^Cumberland hardly excepted ! The “ Descent on Rochefort,** 

Auttimn, had a good deal disappointed Pitt and England; 
expensively elaborate Expedition, military and naval; 
j^hich could not “descend” at all, when it got to the point; 
Irtit merely went groping about, on the muddy shores of the 
Charente, holding councils of war yonder ; * cannonaded the Isle 
Of Atx for two hours and returned home without result of any 
hand, Courts-martiat following on it, as too usual. This was 
an unsuccessful first-stroke for Pitt. Indeed, he never did 
much siicceed in those Descents on the French Coast, though 
never ai^ain so ill as this time. Those are a kind of things that 
i€<|Uiir€ an exactitude as of clockwork, in all their parts : and 
Pitt*s Generalcies and War-Offices, — we know whether they 
of the Prussian type or of the Swedish ! A very grievous 
tiindr^nce to Pitt; — which he will not believe to be quite in- 
arable. Against which he, for his part, stands up, in grim 
earnest* and with his whole strength ; and is now, and at all 
times, doing what in him lies to abate or remedy it : — success- 
fully, to an unexpected degree, within the next four years. 
From America, he has decided to recall Lord Loudon, as a 
CUnctatory haggling mortal, the reverse of a General; how very 
different from his Austrian Cousin “Abercrombie may be 
hotter,’* hopes he; — was better, stftl not good. ’ But already in 
the gldomy imbroglio over yonder, Pitt discerns that one Am- 
herst (the son of people unimportant at the hustings) has mili- 
tary talent; and in this puddle of a Rochefort Futility, he has 
got his eye on a young Officer named Wolfe, who was Quarter- 
testet of the Expedition ; a young man likewise destitute of 
parliamentary connection, but who may be worth something. 
Both of whom will be heard of! In a four-years determined 
effort of this kind, things do improve : and it was wonderful, 
ito what amount,- — out of these chaotic War-Offices little better 
"than the Swedish, and ignorant Generalcies fully worse than 

Cousins cert.iinly enough : their Progenitors were Brothers, of that Ifonse. 
About X56S. — when Matthew, tlio cadet, went * into Livonia,' into foreigtn tsohijering 
(Papa haytng fallen Prisoner ‘ at th^e Battle of Langside,’ 1568, and the Pamily pro- 
jects being Ion) ; from this Matthew comes, through a series of Livonian Soldiers, 
the famed AuAtn'.'in Loudon. Douglas, Peerage pf Scotland, p. 4^5 ; &c. &c, \ 'te 

de Louden 1 ill-informed on that point and some others) says, the first Livonian 
Loudon came from Ayrshire, ‘ in the fourteenth century’ 1 
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the Swedishj — Pitt got heroic successes and realiy 

done. 

On Pitt, amid <gonfuscd clouds, there is bright dawn rising ; 
and Friedrich loo, for the last month, in Breslau, has a cheer- 
ful prospect on that Western side of his horizon. Here is one 
of his Postscripts, thrown -off in Autograph, which Duke Fer- 
dinand will read with pleasure: I congratulate you, mon cMr^ 
with my whole heart ! May you flcur-de 4 ys every French 
skin of them ; cutting-out on their” — what shall we say {hur 
imprimant sur le atl)\ — “the Initials oS the Peace of West- 
“ phalia, and packing them across the Rhine,” tatooed iii that 
latest extremity of fashion 

Friedrich, grounding partly on those Rhine aspects, has his 
own scheme laid for Campaign 1758. It is the old scheme 
tried twice already : to go home upon your Enemy swiftly, with 
your utmost collective strength, and try to strike into the heart 
of him before he is aware, Friedrich has twice tried this ; the 
second time with success, respectable though far short of com- 
plete. Weakened as now, but with Ferdinand likely to find 
the French in employment, he means to try it again ; and is 
busy preparing at Neisse and elsewhere, though keeping it a 
dead secret for the time. There is, in fact, no other hopeful 
plan for him, if this prove feasible at all. Double your velocity, 
you double your momentum. One’s weight is given, — weight 
growing less and less ; — b'lt not, or not in the same way and 
degree, one’s velocity, one’s rightness of aim. Weight given : 
it is only by doubling or tiebhng his velocity that a man can 
make his momentum double or treble, as needed ! Friedrich 
means to try it, ‘readers will see how, — were the Fort of Schweid- 
nit? once had; for which object Friedrich watches the weather 
like a veiy D’Argciis, eager that the frost would go. Recapture 
of Schweidnitz, the last speck of Austrianism wiped away there; 
.that is evidently the preface to whatsoever dayswork may be 
ahead. t 

March 15th, frost being now off, Friedrich quits Breslah 
and D’Argens, — his Headquarter thenceforth Klbster-Grwssau, 
near Landshut, troops all getting cantoned thereabout, to keep 

3® Frieduch to Duke* Ferdinand, ‘Gnissau, 39th March !t7$8 :* in Kilesebeck, 
Hen.t>^ Jt^erdmand^ j 64 Ft >dmnnd Wifhtiud det T^ahris^n> 

(‘from tiie Lnjilish and Prussian Aichivcs’) 1, the full Title of Knosiebcclc’s Book: 
Letters altogether wot very inif'l]ii,uiily edited, hut ucll wotlh reading by eveiy 
' student, rmlitary and civil : 2 \ jll. 8\o, Hanover, 1857. 
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Bohemil quiet,— and goes at o|ce upon Schweidnitz. With 
top of the morning, so to sjyak ; means to have Schweid- 
nitz before campaigning usually can begin, or common labourers 
take their tools ih this trade. The Austria Commandant has 
been greatly strengthening the work$ ; he had, at first, some 
8^000 of garrison ; but the three-months blockade has been 
tight upon him and them ; and it is hoped the thing can be 
done. 

isU2d, — Siege-material being got to the ground, and 
Siege Division and (Jovcring Army all in their places, — in spite 
of the heavy rains, we open our first parallel, Austrian Com- 
mahdant not noticing till it is nearly done. April 8th, we have 
our batteries built ; and buVst out, at our best rate, into can- 
nonade; aiming a good deal at “Fort No. 1,“ called also 
^^Galgen or Gallows Fort,” which we esteem the principal. 
Cannonade continues day after day, prospers tolerably on Gal- 
lows Fort, — though the wet weather, and hardship to the troops, 
are grievous circumstances, and make Friedrich doubly urgent. 
“ Try it by storm !” counsels Balbi, who is Engineer. Night 
of April 1 5///- 1 6^// storm takes place; with such vigour and 
such cunning, that the Gallows Fort is got for almost nothing 
(loss of ten men); — and few hours after, Austria beat the cha- 
made.®^ Fifty-one new Austrian guns, for one item, and about 
7,000/. of money. Prisoners of War the Garrison, 8,000 gone 
to 4,900 ; with such stores as we jan guess, of ours and theirs 
added: Bafoi was Prussian Engineer-in-Chief, Treskau Captain 
of the Siege ; — other particulars I spare the reader. 

Unfortunate Schweidnitz underwent four Sieges, four cap- 
tures or recaptures, in this War; — upon all of which we must 
be quite summary, only the results of them important to us. 
For the curious in sieges, especially for the scientifically curi- 
ous, there is, by a Captain Ticlcke, excellent account of all 
these Schweidnitz Sieges, and of others ; — Artillery -Captain 
Tielcke, in the Saxon or Saxon-Russian service ; whom per 
4 iaps we shall transiently fall in with, on a different field, in 
the f ourse o£ this Year. 

** Tempelhof, ii at-srs ; Helden-Geschtckte^ v 109-123 ; above all, Tielcke, Bey^ 
trage stur /Crtegs-JCuHst -und sur Ga^chuhte des Krirs^es ^H>n 1756 bii> 176} (6 voll. 
4t0, Freyberg, 1775-1786), xv. 43-76. Volume iv. is wholly devoted to Schweidnitf 
iuxd its successive Sieges. 


VOU VIII. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

filEGE l>F OLMUTZ. 

Fou^jurt, on the first movement towards Schweidnitz, liad 
been detached from Laifdshut to sweep certain Croat Parties; 
out of Glatz ; Ziethen, with a similar view, into Ttoppaw 
Country ; both which errands were at once perfectly done, 
Daun lies behind the Bohemian Frontier (betimes in the field 
he loo, * arrived at Konigsgratz Match 1 3th’) ; and is, with all 
diligence, perfecting his new levies ; entrenching himself oh 
all points, as man seldom did ; “felling whole forests,** they 
say, building abatis within abatis ; — not doubting, especially 
on these ZielhemFouquet symptoms, but Friedrich’s Campaign 
is to be an Invasion of Bohemia again. “Which he shall not 
do gratis !” hopes Daun; and, indeed, judges say the entrance 
would hardly have been possible on that side, had Friedridl 
tried it ; which he did not. 

Schweidnitz being done, and Daun deep in the Bohemian 
problem, — Friedrich, in an unintelligible manner, breaks-out 
jfrom Griissau and the Landshut region (April I 9 th- 35 th), not 
straight southward, as Daun had been expecting, but straight 
south-eastward through Neisse, Jagerndorf: all gone, or all 
but Ziethen and F ouquet gone, that way ; — meaning who 
shall say what, when news of it comes to Daun? In two 
divisions, from 30 to 40,000 strong; through Jagerndorf, ever 
onward through T roppau, and not till turning southward i* 
indubitable march of that cunning Enemy; rapidly proceeding, 
his 40,000 and he, along those elevated upland countries, 
watershed of the Black Sea and the Baltic, bleakly illumined 
by the April sun ; a march into the mists of the future tense, 
which do not yet clear themselves to Daun. Seeing the march 
turn southward at Troppau, a light breaks on Daun t “ Ha I 
^coming round upon Bohemia from the east, then ?** That is 
Daun’s opinion, for some time yet ; and he immediately starts^ 
that way, to save a fine magazine he has at Leutomischl over 
there. Daun, from Skalitz near Konigsgratz where he i?;, has 
but some eighty miles to inarch, for the King’s hundred^and* 
fifty; and arrives in those parts few days after tile King; posts 
himself at Leutomischl, veiled in Pandours. ^’Not for two 
weeks more does he ascertain it to have been a m^rqh upon » 

^ * See Flan, p. 56 a. 
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IJW5 Ol|lUtt Country, and the ytricate forks of the Morawa 
kiv©r» with a view to besieging| 01 miijz, by this wily Enemy! 
Upon which Daun did strive to bestir himself thitherward, at 
last J though very slow and hesitative, *his measures other- 
wise were unexceptionable, and turned-out luckier than had 
bieen expected by some people. 


Olthiitz is an ancient pleasant little City, in the Plains of 
MIhren, romantic, indistinct to the English mind; with Domes, 
with Steeples eminent beyond its size, — population little above 
10,000 souls ; — has its Prince- Archbishop and ecclesiastic out- 
with whom Friediich has lodged in his time. City 
which trades in leather, and Russian and Moldavian droves of 
oxem Memorable to the Slavic populations for its grand 
Cz^h Library, which was carried away by the Swedes, happily 
into thick night also for that poor little Wenzel of theirs (last 
heir of the Bohemian Czech royalties, whom no reader has the 
least memory ofj being killed on the streets here ; — ^uncertain, 
to this day, by whom, though for whose benefit that dagger- 
stroke ended is certain enough — poor little Wenzel’s dust 
lies under that highest Dome, of the old Cathedral yonder, if 
anybody thought of such a thing in hot practical times. Poor 
Lafayette, too, lodged here in prison, when the Austrians seized 
him* City trades in leather and live stock, we said ; has much 
to do with artillery, much with ejclcsiastry ; — and Friedrich 
besieged it, for seven weeks, in the hot summer days of 1758, 
to no purpose. Friedrich has been in Olmutz more than once 
before ; his Schwerin once took it in a single day, and it was 
his for months, in the old Moravian-Foray time: but the place 
is changed now ; become an arsenal or military storehouse of 
Austria ; strongly fortified, and with a Captain in it, who dis- 
tinguishes himself by valiant skill and activity on this occasion. 

Friedrich's Olmutz Enterprise, the rather as it was unsuc- 
^ cessfuli has not wanted critics. And certainly, according to 
4 he ordinary rules of cautious prudence, could these have been 
Friedrich’s m his present situation, it was not to be called a 
prudent Enterprise. But had Friedrich’s arrangements been 
punctually fulfilled, and Olmutz been got in fair time, as was 
possible 01* probable, the thing might have been done very 

' To StraUund (1645), ‘ and has not ^ice been heard of.* 

• Supr^ vol. 1. p X03. 
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well. Duke Ferdinand, in thtfse early May days, is pjracticadjy 
making preparations t% follov the French across the Rhine ; 
no fear of French interfering with us this yean Dohan 

has the Swedes locked in Stralsund (capable of being starved, 
had not the thaw contt) ; and in Hinter-Pommem be has 
General Platen, with a tolerable Detachment, watching Fenh^r 
and his Russians ; Dohna, with Platen, may entertain the Rus* 
sians for a little, when they get on way, — which we know will 
be at a slow pace, and late in the season. Prince Henri com- 
mands in Saxony, say with 30,000; — Kinges vicegerent and other 
self there, “ Do wisest and promptest ; hold no councils 
of war !’* Prince Henri, altogether on the aggressive as yet, is 
wailing what Reichs Army there may be ; — has already had 
Mayer and Free Corps careering about in Franken Country 
once and again, tearing-up the incipiencies and preparations, 
with the usual emphasis ; and is himself intending to follow 
thither, in a still more impressive manner. Friedrich’s calcu- 
lation is, Prince Henri will have his hands free for a good 
few weeks yet. Which proved true enough, so far as that 
went. 

And now, supposing Olmiitz ours, and Vienna itself open 
to our insults, does not, by rapid suction, every armed Aus- 
trian flow thitherward ; Germany all drained of them : in which 
case, what is to hinder Prince Henri from stepping into Bdh* 
men, by the Metal Mountains ; capturing Prag ; getting into 
junction with us here, and tumbling Austria at a rate that 
will astonish her 1 Her, and her miscellaneous tagraggOry of 
Confederates, one and all. KOnigsberg, Stralsund, Bamberg ; 
Russians, Swedes, Rcichsfolk, — ^herc, in Mahren, will be the 
crown of the game for all these. Prosper in Mahren, all these 
are lamed ; one right stroke at the heart, the limbs become 
manageable quantities ! This was Friedrich’s program ; and 
Jiad not imperfections of execution, beyond what was looked 
for, and also a good deal of plain ill-luck, intervened, this bold 
stroke for Mahren might have turned-out far otherwise thah 
it did. ^ 

The march thither (started from Neisse April 27th) was 
beautiful : Friedrich with vanguard and first divjsion; Keith 
with rearguard and second, always at a day’s distance ; split 
into proper columns, for convenience of road and quarter in 
the huiigry countries ; threading those silent mountain villageSt 
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and iip|ter streainJets of Oder and Morawa: Ziethen waving 
intiliaive Croaterics far off; Fo^uet, yi thousands of wagons, 
^hoving-on from Neisse, ‘ in four sections,* with the due inter- 
vals, under the due escorts, the immensity of stores and siege- 
furniture, through Jagerndorf, through»Troppau, and onwards f 
rwpunctual everybody ; besiegers and siege-materials ready on 
their ground by the set day. Daun too had made speed to 
save his Magazine. Daun was at Leutomischl, May 5th, — a 
forty miles to west of the Morawa, — few days after Friedrich 
had arrived in those^ countries by the eastern or left bank, by 
Troppau, Gibau, Littau, Aschmeritz, Prossnitz; and a week 
before Friedrich had finished his reconnoiterings, campings, 
apd taken position to his mind. Camps, four or more (shrank 
in the end to three), on both banks of the River ; a matter of 
abstruse study; so that it was May 12th before Friedrich first 
took view of Olmiitz itself, and could fairly begin his Problem, 
— Daun, with his best Tolpatcheries, still unable to guess what 
it was. 

Of the Siege I propose to say little, though th^ accounts of 
it are ample, useful to the Artillerist and Engineer. If the 
reader can be made to conceive it as a blazing loud-sounding 
fact, on which, and on Friedrich in it, the eyes of all Europe 
were fixed for some weeks, it may rest now in impressive in- 
distinctness to us. Keith is Captain of the Siege, whom all 
praise for his punctual firmness of progress ; Balbi, as before, 
is Engineer, against whom goes the criticism, Keith’s first of all, 
that he ** opened his first parallel 800 yards too far off,” — which 
much increased the labour, and the expenditure of useless gun- 
powder, shot having no effect at such a distance. There were 
various criticisms : some real, as this ; some imaginary, as 
that Friedrich grudged gunpowder, the fact being that he had 
it not, except after carriage from Ncissdi say a hundred and 
^ twenty miles off, — Troppau, his last Silesian Town, or safe 
^lace {A$s for the moment), is eighty miles ; — and was obliged 
to ^aste none of it, 

Friedrich is not thought to shine in the sieging line as he 
does in the fighting ; which has some truth in it, though not 
very touch' When Friedrich laid himself to engineering, I ob- 
serve, ho did it well: see Neisse, Graudenz, Magdeburg. His 

3 Table of his routes and stages in TcmpelJiqf^ ii, 46. • ^ 
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Balbi went wrong with the parallels, on this occasiohf mmy^ 
things went wrong: but^the tfnly grievous thing was his 
tance from Silesia and the supplies. A hundred and twenty 
miles of hill-carriage, eighty of them disputable, for every she* 
of ammunition and for every loaf of bread; this was hard to 
stand : — and perhaps no War-apparatus but a Prussian, with 
Friedrich for sole chief-manager, could have stood it so long* 
Friedrich did stand it, in a wonderfully tolerable manner; and 
was continuing to stand it, and make fair progress^ and It is 
not doubted he would have got Olmiitz, h^d not there another 
fact come on him, which proved to be of unmanageable nature* 
The actual loss, namely, of one Convoy, after so many had come 
safe, and when, as appears, there was now only one wanted 
and no more ! — Let us attend to this a little. 

Had Daun, at Olmiitz, been as a Duke of Cumberland re* 
lievingTournay, rushing into fight at Fontenoy, like a Hanover 
White-Horse, neck clothed with thunder, and head destitute of 
knowledge, — how lucky had it been for Friedrich! But Daun 
knows his trade better. Daun, though superior in strength, 
sits on his l^agazine, clear not to fight. By no art of manceu- 
vring, had Friedrich much tried it, or hoped it, this time, could 
Daun have been brought to give battle. As Fabius Cunctator 
he is here in his right place; taking impregnable positions, no 
man w'ith better skill in that branch of business ; pushing out 
parties on the Troppau ro|d; and patiently waiting till thift 
dangerous Enemy, with such endless shifts in him, come iu 
sight perhaps of his last cartridge, or perhaps make sotne 
stumble on the way towards that consummation. Daun is 
aware of Friedrich’s surprising qualities. Bos against LeO, 
Daun feels these procedures to be altogether feline 
nine ) ; such stealthy glidings about, deceptive motions, appear- 
ances ; then such a rapidity of spring upon you, and with such 
a set of claws, — destructive to bovine or rhinoceros nature: in 
regard to all which. Bos, if he will prosper, surely cannot be 
too cautious. It was remarked of Daun, that he was scruptK 
lously careful ; never, in the most impregnable situations, ne* 
glecting the least precaution, but punctiliously fortifying mm* 
self to the last item, even to a ridiculous extent, say Retzaw 
and the critics. It was the one resource of Daun : ^ruly a solid 
stubborn patience is in the man; stubborn courage tpo, ofbo* 
^ ine-rhicocer6s type; —stupid, if you will, but doing at all times 
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honeiltij^ his best and his wisest without flurry ; which charac- 
ter is often of surprising value il War; capable of much mis- 
chief, now and then, to quicker people* Rhinoceros Daun did 
^pkiyfais Leo a bad prank more than once f and this of barring 
him out from Olmiitz was one of theiy, perhaps the worst after 
%lin, 

Daon*$ management of this Olmiitz business is by no means 
reckoned brilliant, even in the Fabius line ; but, on the con- 
trary, inert, dim-minded, inconclusive ; and in reality, till almost 
the very last, he had been of little help to the besieged. For 
near three weeks (till May 23d) Daun sat at Leutomischl, im- 
movable on his bread-basket there, forty or more miles from 
Olmiitz ; and did not sec that a siege was meant. May 27th- 
28th, Balbi opened his first parallel, in that mistaken way; four 
days before which, Daun does move inwards a march or so, 
to iSwittau, to Gewitsch (still thirty miles to west of Olmutz) ; 
still thinking of Bohemia, not of any siege ; still hanging by 
the mountains and the bread-basket. And there, about Ge- 
witsch, siege or no siege, Daun sits down again ; pretty much 
imtpovable, through the five weeks of bombardment ; and, — 
ejtCept that Loudon and the Light Horse are very diligent to 
do a mischief, * attempting our convoys, more than once, to no 

* purpose, and alarming some of our outposts almost every night, 

* but every night beaten-off,* — docs, in a manner, nothing; sits 
quiet, behind his impenetrable veil of Pandours, and lets the 
bombardment take its couise. If ad not express order come 
from Vienna on him, it is thought Daun would have sat till 
Olmutz was taken ; and would then have gone back to Leu- 
tomischl and impregnable posts in the Hills. On express order, 
he~But gather, first, these poor sparks in elucidation : 

*The ** destructive sallies” and the like, at Olmutz, were princip- 
^ ally an affair of the gazetteers and the imagination : but it is certain, 

* Olmiitz this time was excellently well defended ; the Commandant, 

* a vigorous skilful man, prompt to seize advantages ; and Clarriswi 
* * and Townsfolk zealously helping: so that Fiiedrich's pi ogress was 

^ unusually slow. Friedrich’s feelings, all this while, and Balbi’s (who 

* *‘s|>ent his fifst 1,220 shots entirely in vain,” beginning so far off), 

* may be jutiged of,-— the sound of him to Balbi sometimes stern enough! 

* As when (June 9th) he personally visits Balbi’s parallels (top of the 
Tafelberg ^nder); and inquires, “When do you calculate to get 

'done, West^kle of Olmiitz and of the River (east side lies 

' Ddositly under water), there is the bombarding; seventy -one heav^ 
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*guns; Rcith, in his expertest manner, doing all the cap(aincies; 

* Keith has about 8,000 of foot aijA horse, busy and vigilant, with theijr 

* faces to the east. In a riAg of four camp<^, or principally three (Prosti** 

* nitz, Littau, ^and Nepstadt," which is across the River), all looking 

* westward or north-westward, some ten or twenty miles from Keith, 

‘ Friedrich (headquarters ftftenest Prossnitz, the chief camp) standii 
' facing Daun ; who lies concentric to him, at the distance of anoth^fr 

* ten or twenty miles, in good part still thirty or forty miles frenn 01* 

* mutz, veiled mostly under a cloud of Pandours. 

* Of Friedrich’s impatiences we hear little, though they must have 

* been great. Prince Henri is ready for Prag ; many things are ready, 

* were Olmutz but done ! May aad, Piince HeJiri had followed Mayttp 

* in person, with a st longer corps, to root -out the Reichsfolk,— and is 

* now in Bamberg City and Country. And is even in Baireuth itself, 

‘ where was lately the Camp of the new Reichs General, Serene High- 

* ness of Zweibruck, and his nascent Reichs Army; who are off bodily 
‘ to Bohemia, “to Eger and the Circle of Saatz,” a week before** 

* Fancy that visit of Henri's to a poor Wilhelmina ; the last sight she 
‘ ever had of a Brother, or of the old I’russian uniforms, clearing her 

* of Zweibrucks and sorrowful gnesls ! Our poor Wilhelmina, alas she 

* is sunk in sickness this year more than evee ; journeying towards 
‘ death, in fact ; and is probably the most pungent, sacr^ly tragic, of 

* Friedrich’s sorrows, now and onwaids. June xatli, Friedrich’s pout- 

* ing Brother, the Prince of Prussia, died ; this also he had to hear in 
‘Camp at Olmutz. “What did he die of?” said Friedrich to the 
‘Messenger, a Major Something. “Of chagiin,” said the Major, 

‘ **Aus GrainJ*^ Friedrich made no ans\ver. 

‘ On the last night of May, by beautiful management, military and 

* other, Duke Ferdinand is aciqss the Rhine; again chasing the French 
‘ before him ; who, as they are far more numerous, cannot surely but 
‘ make some stand : so that a Battle there may be expected soon,— -let 
‘ us hope, a Victoiy ; as indeed it beautifully proved to be, three weeks 
‘ after.* On the other hand, Fermor and his Russians are astir; con* 

* tinually -unending low^ards Brandenburg, in their voluminous manner, 

‘ since June i6th, though at a slow rate. How desirable the Siege of 

* Olmutz were done !’ 

On express from Vienna, Daun did bestir himself ; cautiously 
got on foot again ; detached, across the River, an expert Hussar 
General (“ Be busy all ye Loudens, St. Ignons, ZiskowitrCs,^ * 
doubly now !’*), — expert Hussar General, one item of wbos^ 
force is i, 100 chosen grenadiers; — and himself cautiously ^pt 
southward and eastward, nearer the Siege Lines. The Hussar 
General’s meaning seemed to be some mischief oa our Camp 

< Heiden-Geichichtr^ v. -206*209. Wilhelraina's pretty Letter to Friedrith (* 
reuth, loth May’); Friedrich’s Answer (* Olmutz, June 1758’}; in CBut/res dt 
%drict xxvu, i, 313*3x5. ® Battle of Crefeld, asd June. 
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of N'ctStadt and the outposts ijere ; but in reality it was to 
throw his 1,100 into Olmiitz fLisefui^to the Commandant); 
which, — by ingenious manoeuvring, and guidance from the 
peasants * through bushy woods and bypaflis’ on that east side 
of the ftiver,-— the expert Hussar General, though Ziethen was 
S0nt over to handle him, did perfectly manage, and would not 
<|uit for Ziethen till he saw it finished. Which done, Daun 
keeps stepping still farther southward, nearer the Siege Lines* 
and, atProssnitz, morning of June 22d, Friedrich, with his own 
sees Daun takjng post on the opposite heights ; says to 
somebody near him, **Voi/d les AutrichienSy ils apprenneni d 
marckeTy There are the Austrians ; they are learning to 
“I'march, though 1” — getting on their feet, like infants in a cer- 
tain stage (‘ marcher^ having that meaning too, though I know 
not that the King intended it); — they have learned a great 
many things, since your Majesty first met them. Friedrich 
took Daun to be, now at last, meaning Battle for Olmutz, and 
made some slight arrangements accordingly ; but that is not 
Daun’s intention at all; as Friedrich will find to his cost, in 
few days. That very day, Daun has vanished again, still in 
the southerly direction, again under veil of Pandours. 

Meanwhile, in spite of all things, the Siege makes progress; 
‘June 22d, Balbi’s sap had got to their glacis, and was pushing 
forward there,’ — ^June 2 2d, day when Daun made momentary 
appearance, and the reinforcement^ stole in : — within a fortnight 
more, Balbi promises the thing shall be done. But supplies 
are indispensable : one other convoy from Troppau, and let it 
be a big one, * between 3 and 4,000 wagons,’ meal, money, iron, 
powder ; Friedrich hopes this one, if he can get it home, will 
sqlB&ce. Colonel Mosel is to bring this Convoy ; a resolute ex- 
pert Officer, with perhaps 7,000 foot and horse : surely suffi- 
cient escort ; but, as Daun is astir, and his Loudons, Ziskowitzes 
and light people are gliding about, Friedrich orders Ziethen to 
meet this important Convoy, with some thousands of new force, 
^ and take charge of bringing it in, Mosel was to leave Troppau 
Jung a6th; Ziethen pushes-out to meet him from the Olmiitz 
end* on the second day after ; and, one hopes, all is now safe 
on that head. 

The driving of 3,000 four-horse wagons, under escort, 
ninety miles of road, is such an enterprise as cannot readily 
be conceived by sedentary pacific read<;rs ; — much more th8 
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attack of such ! Military science, constraining chaos ifito tho 
cosmic state, has nowhere sue! a problem. There are twelve 
thousantl horses, for onS thing, to be shoti, geared, kept road^^ 
worthy and regular; •say six thousand country wagoners^ 
soled peasants : then, hailing to the skirts of these, in piiscoit 
laneous crazy vehicles and weak teams, equine and asinine* itip#' 
one or two thousand sutler people, male and female, not df 
lect quality, though on them, too, we keep a sharp eye* Th# 
series covers many miles, as many as twenty English 
(says Tempelhof), unless in favourable points you compretii 
them into five, going four wagons abreast* for defence's sake. 
Defence, or escort, goes in three bulks or brigades ; vanguard* 
middle, rearguard, with sparse pickets intervening ; --wider 
than five miles, you cannot get the parts to support one aui* 
other. An enemy breaking-in upon you, at some difficult point 
of road, woody hollow or the like, and opening cannon, mqs- 
ketry and hussar exercise on such an object, must make a con-^ 
fused transaction of it ! Some commanders, for the road haa 
hitherto been mainly pacific, divide their train into parts* say 
four parts ; moving with their partial escorts, with an interval 
of one day between each two : this has its obvious advantages* 
but depends, of course, on the road being little infested, so that 
your partial escort will suffice to repel attacks. Toiling for- 
ward, at their diligent slow rate, I find these trains fromTrop- 
pau take about six days (from Neisse to Olmiitz they take 
eleven, but the first five arc {)caceable^) ; — can’t be hurried be* 
yond that pace, if you would save your laggards, your irregu- 
lars, and prevent what we may call raggery in your rearward 
parts ; the skirts of your procession get torn by the bushes if 
you go faster. This time Colonel Mosel will have to mend his 
pace, however, and to go in the lump withal ; the case being * 
critical, as Mosel knows, and vtore than he yet knows. 

Daun, who has friends everywhere, and no lack of spies in 
this country, generally hears of the convoys. He has heardi 
in particular, of this important one, in good time- Hitherto*, ^ 
Daun had not attempted much upon convoys* qpr anything 
with success: King’s posted corps and other precaqlions *are 
of such a kind, not even Loudon, when he tried his cpuld 
do any good ; *and common wandering hussar pai^ieS are a$ 
likely to get a mischief as to do one, on such service, Cautioaa 

^ Tempelhof, \u 48. 
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DAun md been busy enough keeping his own Camp safe, and 
Ainging a word of news or encofragenient, at the most a trifle 
jof mnloMreement, into Olmutz when possible. But now it 
bMes evident there must be one of two things: this convoy 
'sOhsad, m ^se a battle visked and that in defect of both these, 
the inavilable third thing is, Olmutz will straightway go, 

Hlaja^r-General Loudon, the best partisan soldier extant, and 
ripening for better things, has usually a force of perhaps 1 0,000 
n^erhhUi ibur regiments of them regular grenadiers ; and has 
bean aotive on the convoys, though hitherto unsuccessful. 
Lat ah active Loudon, with increased force, try this, their 
vitally important convoy, from the west side of the River ; an 
aelhre Ziskowitz cooperating on the east side, where the road 
itself is } and do their uttermost ! That is Daun’s plan, — now 
in course of execution. Daun, instead of meaning battle, that 
day when Friedrich saw him, was cautiously stealing past, in- 
taking to cross the River farther down ; and himself support 
the operation. Daun has crossed accordingly, and has doubled- 
Up northward again to the fit point ; Ziskowitz is in the fit 
pointy in the due force, on this east side too. Loudon, on the 
west side» goes by Muglitz, Hof making a long deep bend 
far to westward and hillward of all the Prussian posted corps 
and precautions, and altogether hidden from them ; Loudon 
aims to be in Troppau neighbourhood, * Guntersdorf, near 
Bautsch,* by the proper day, and pay Mosel an unexpected 
visit in the passage there. 

Colonel Mosel, marshalling his endless Trains with every 
excellent precaution, and the cleverest dispositions (say the 
Books), against the known and the unknown, had got upon the 
roadt and creaked forward, many- wheeled, out of Troppau, 
Monday 36th JuneJ The roads, worn by the much travelling 
and wot weather, were utterly bad ; the pace was perhaps 
qnicko? than usual; the much-jolting Train got greatly into a 
JumWeJ— 'Mosel, to bring-up the laggards, made the morrow ‘a 
sOst-day; did get about two-thirds of his laggards marshalled 
again; ordered the others to return, as impossible. They say, 
Imd it not been for this rest-day, which seemed of no consc- 
qnenw Loudon would not have been at Guntersdorf in time, 
nor have attempted as he did at Giintersdorf and afterwards. 
At break of day (Wednesday 28th), Mosel is again on the road; 

♦ See Plan, p. 56 ^ Tempelhof, ii. 89-94. • * 
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l^eiivily jumbling forward fronkhis quarters in Bautsch; Few 
ibiles on, towards Gui^ersdcff, he discovers Loudnn ported 
ahead in the defiles. What a sight for Mosel, in his eharat^ti^i 
of Wagoner up with ^he dawn ! But Mosel managed tbe defUef 
and Loudon this time; halted his train, dashed up jpio 
woody heights and difficult grounds; stormed Lbudon%4aniibfe 
from him, smote Loudon in a valiant tempestuous manner ; and 
sent him travelling again, for the present. . . 

Loudon, I conjecture, would have struggled farther, had not 
he known that there would be a better chance again hdt 
many miles ahead. Loudon has studied this Convoy ; 
of Ziethen coming to it with so many ; of Ziskowitz coming 
him, Loudon, with so many ; that Ziethen cannot send fpr,tho^^ 
(roads being all beset by our industry yesterday), that 
witz can, should it be needful; — and that at DomstMtl thttn 
is a defile, or confused woody hollow, of unequalled quality 1 
Mosel jumbles on all day with his Train, none molesting ; ad 
night gets to his appointed quarters, Village of Neuddril and 
there finds Ziethen : a glad meeting, we may fancy, but aA 
anxious one, with Domstadtl ahead on the morrow. Louddh 
concerts with Ziskowitz this day ; calls-in all reinforcements 
possible, and takes his measures. Thursday morning, Ziethen 
finds the Train in such a state, hardly half of it come up, he 
has to spend the whole day, Mosel and he, in rearranging it : 
Friday morning, June 3otb^they get under way agam 
day, the catastrophe is waiting them. 

The Pass of Domstadtl, lapped in the dim Moravian di$i« 
tance, is not known to me or to my readers; nor indeed could 
the human pen or intellect, aided by ocular inspection^ or what- 
ever helps, give the least image of what now took plaoe there, 
rendering Domstadtl a memorable locality ever since. 0nd^ 
stand that Ziethen and Mosel, with their waste slow^^f^uge bf 
i^jagons/ come jumbling in, with anxiety, with precautions,-^ 
precautions doubled, now that the woody intricacies abbiit 
stadtl rise in sight. “ Pooh, it is as we thought : there gb 
trian cannon-salvoes, horse-charges, volleying xnu$ketdle§, as 
our first wagons enter the Pass ; — -and there will be a job 
Indecipherable to mankind far off, or even near* Of which ©hly 
this feature and that can be laid hold of, as discerfiible, by the 

* 8 The 4 or ei, is .a diminuilv'c in these Names: 

C*ithedial-Town/<ir// and the like. ' i ^ 
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most industrious man. Escort, three main bodies, vanguard, 
Ikiiddle, rearguard, marches on Ach side ; infantry on the left, 
ucavalry on the right, as the ground is leveller there. Length 
of the Train in statute miles, as it jumbles along at this point, 
1$ not given ; but we know it was many miles ; that horses 
and wagoners were in panic hardly restrain able; and we dimly 
descry, here especially, human drill-sergeantcy doing the im- 
possible to keep chaos plugged down. The poor wagoner, can- 
m>n playing ahead, whirls homeward with his vehicle, if your 
eye quit him, — still J)etter, and handier, cuts his traces, mounts 
in a good moment, and is off at heavy-footed gallop, leaving 
his wagon. Seldom had human drill-sergeantcy such a pro- 
blem. 

The Prussian Vanguard, one Krockow its commander, re- 
pulsed that first Austrian attack ; swept the Pass clear for some 
minutes ; got their section of the carriages, or some part of it, 
250 in all, hurried through ; then halted on the safe side, to 
wait what Ziethen would do with the remainder. Ziethen does 
his best and bravest, as everybody does ; keeps his wagon- 
chaos plugged down ; ranks it in square mass, as a wagon- 
fortress ( fVag’mdurg) ; ranks himself and everybody, his can- 
non, his platoon musketry, to the best advantage round it ; 
furiously shoots-out in all manner of ways, against the furious 
Loudon on this flank, and the furious Ziskowitz on that ; takes 
hills, loses them ; repels and is^ repelled (wagon-chaos ever 
harder to keep plugged) ; finally perceives himself to be beaten ; 
that the wagon-chaos has got 7^«plugged (fancy it !) — and that 
he, Ziethen, must retreat ,* back foremost if possible. He did 
retreat, fighting all the way to Troppau ; and the Convoy is a 
ruin and a prey. 

Krockow, with the 250, has got under way again ; hearing 
the powder-wagons start into the air (fired by the enemy), and 
hearing the cannon and musketry take a northerly course, and 
die away in that ominous direction. These 250 were all tne 
Carriages that came in : — happily, by Ziethen's prudence, the 
mqpey, a latge sum, had been lodged in the vanmost of these. 
The rest of the Convoy, ball, powder, bread, was of little value 
to Loudon^ but beyond value to Friedrich at this moment ; and 
it has gone to annihilation and the belly of Chaos and the 
Croats, Among the tragic wrecks of this Convoy there is one 
that still goes to our heart. A iongish, almost straight row Sf 
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young Prussian recruits stretahed among the sifilin, what art 
these ? These were 709 rccriits coming-up from tl:^ir cantotMi 
to the Wars ; hardily yet six months in training; see how they 
have fought to the death, poor lads, and have honowrAWy, th 
the sudden, got manumkted from the toils of life* Stvtn 
dred of them stood to arms, this morning ; some siaty-htre tfBl 
get back to Troppau ; that is the invoice account. They 
there, with their blond young cheeks and light hair { 
in death ;-r-could not have done better, though the satred poet 
has said nothing of them hitherto, — nor i),eed, till timeft tn«Wld 
with us and him. Adieu, my noble young Brothers ; »o bravfi 
so modest, no Spartan nor no Roman more ; may the eiiehlOe 
be blessed to you I 

Contrary to some current notions, it is comfortably evident 
that there was a considerable fire of loyalty in the Prbsftians 
towards their King, during this War ; loyalty kept well under 
cover, not wasting itself in harangues or noisy froth; but 
coming out, among all ranks of men, in practical attempts to 
be of help in this high struggle, which was their own as wdl 
as his. The Standc, landed Gentry, of Pommera and other 
places, we heard of their poor little Navy of twelve gunboats, 
which were all taken by the Swedes. Militia Regiments too, 
which did good service at Colberg, as may transiently appear 
by and by: — in the gentry or upper classes, a respectable seal 
for their King. Then, ampng the peasantry or lower class-*- 
Here are Seven Hundred who stood well where he planted 
them. And their Mothers — Be Spartan also, ye Mothens I In 
peaceable times, Tempelhof tells us the Prussian Mother is 
usually proud of having her sop in this King’s service ; a 
country wife will say to you : “ I have three of them, ajl in the 
regiment,” Billeibeck, Itzenplitz, or \vhatever be the Canton 
regiment ; “ the eldest is ten inches” (stands five feet, ten)> *Hhe 
second u eleven, the third eight, for indeed he is yet young.** 

Daun, on the day of this Domstadtl business, and by way* 
of masking it, feeling how vital it was, made various extensive 
movements, across the River by several Bridges ; then hither, 
thither, on the farther side of Olmiitz, mazing Up and 4 own : 
Friedrich observing him, till he should ripen to something 
definite, followed his bombarding the while ; perhaps having 
^hopes of wager of battle ensuing. Of the disaster at Dom- 
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'^a<|t]lTn<6drich could know notking, Loudon tiaving clor*ed the 
loads. 0aun by no means r§>enis battle : news of the 
pisa$ter mtchcd Friedrich next day (Saturday July ist), — 
)wbo * immediately assembled his 4^enerils, and spoke a few 
thapiriUg words to them,’ such as vie may fancy. Friedrich 
perceives that Olmiitz is over ; that his Third Campaign, third 
lunge upon the Enemy’s heart, has prospered worse, thus far, 
illan either of the others ; that he must straightway end this 
pf Ohntits^ without any success whatever, and try the remain- 
ing methods and resources. No word of complaint, they say, 
i$ heard from Friedrich in such cases ; face always hopeful, 
tone cheery. A man in Friedrich’s position needs a good deal 
of Stoicism, Greek or other. 

That Saturday night the Prussian bombardment is quite 
uncommonly furious, long continuing ; no night yet like it : — 
the Prussians are shooting-off their superfluous ammunition 
this night ; do not quite end till Sunday is in. On Sunday 
itself, packings, preparations all completed ; and * Keith, with 
above 4,000 wagons, safe on the road since 2 a.m.’ — the 
Prussians softly vanish in long smooth streams, with music 
playing, unmolested by Daun ; and leaving nothing, it is 
boasted, but five or three mortars, which kept playing to the 
iist| aud one cannon, to which something had happened. 

Of the retreat there could be much said, instructive to 
military men who were studious^ extremely fine retreat, say 
all judges ; — of which my readers crave only the outlines, the 
results, Paun, it was thought, should have ruined Friedrich 
in this retreat ; but he did nothing of harm to him. In fact, 
for a week he could not comprehend the phenomenon at all, 
and did not stir from his place, — which was on the other, or 
wrong, side of the River. Daun had never doubted but the 
retreat would be to Silesia ; and he had made his detach- 
ments, and laid himself out for doing something upon it, •in 
► that direction : but, lo, what roads are these, what motions 
^whitherward ? In about a week it becomes manifest that the 
retaeat, whiAx goes on various roads, sometimes three at once, 
has converged on Leutoinischl ; straight for Bohemia instead 
of Silesia it ^nd that Daun is fallen seven days behind it ; in- 
capable now to do anything. Not even the Magazine nt 
Leutomischl could be got away, nor cculd even the whole gf 
it be burnt, * 
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Keith and the baggage once safe in Leutoml$clu (Jdiy 
£th), all goes in deliberate Icj^ig column ; Friedrich abe^ td 
open the passages. Jul^ 14th, after five more marches, Fried- 
rich bursts-up Korrfgsgratz ; scattering any opposition there 
is ; and sits-down there^ in a position considered, he kno^S 
well how inexpugnable ; to live on the Country, and survey 
events. The 4,000 baggage-wagons came in about entire* 
Foiiquet had the first division of them, and a secondary charge 
of the whole ; an extremely strict, almost pedantic man, and 
of very fiery temper : " d'oii venes-vous f asked he sharply, 
of Retzow senior, who had broken through his order, one day, 
to avert great mischief : “How come you here, Mon Gin^ait* 

“ By the Highway, your Excellency !” answered Retzow in a 
grave stiff tone.^ 

Keith himself takes the rear-guard, the moat ticklish post 
of all, and manages it well, and with success, as his wont is. 
Under sickness at the time, but with his usual vigilance, pru- 
dence, energy ; qualities apt to be successful in War, Some 
brushes of Croat fighting he had from Loudon ; but they did 
not amount to anything. It was at Holitz, within a march of 
Keinigsgratz, that Loudon made his chief attempt ; a vehement, 
well-intended thing ; which looked well at one time. But 
Keith heard the cannonading ahead ; hurried-up with new 
cavalry, new sagacity and fire of energy ; dashed-out horse* 
charges, seized hill-tops, of a vital nature ; and quickly ended 
the affair, A man fiery chough, and prompt with his stroke 
when wanted, though commonly so quiet. “Tell Monsieur,** 
— some General who seemed too stupid or too languid on this 
occasion, — “Tell Monsieur fi*om me,” said Keith to his Aide^de- 
Camp, “he may be a very pretty thing, but he is not a man 
pent etre une bonne chose^ mais qu'il n'est pas un homme) 

The excellent vernacular Keith ; — still a fine breadth of accent 
in him, one perceives I He is now past sixty ; troubled with 
sfisthma ; and I doubt not may be, occasionally, thinking it 
near time to end his campaigns. And in fact, he is about en^-« 
ing them ; sooner than he or anybody had expec^edj^ 

Daun, picking his steps and positions, latterly with three- 
fold precaution, got into Konigsgratz neighbourlfood, a week 
after Friedrich ; and looked-down with enigmatic wonder upon 

^ • jleticow, I 302, w Vamhagen, Lebgn dfs JaM vm p. »d7. 
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new settlement there. Forage abundant all round, 
n# the cem^bervest Rowing whitt; — ^here, strange to say, has 
Fl$^eh get planted in the fVisideof thcffse innumerable Daun 
hnd ♦ woods of abatis and might make a very pretty 
pohemian Campaign’* of it, after all, were Daun the only ad« 
vmary he had I Judges are of opinion, \hat Daun, with all his 
superiority of number, could not have disrooted Friedrich this 
season,^^ Daun did try him by the Pandour methods, * i,ooo 
Crpafcs stealing-in upon Kdnigsgratz at one in the morning,’ 
and the like ; but these availed nothing. By the one effectual 
method, that of beating him in battle, Daun never would have 
tried. What did disroot Friedrich, then? — Take the following 
dates, and small hints of phenomena in other parts of the big 
Theatre of War. ‘Konitz’ is a little Polish Town, midway 
between Dantzig and Friedrich’s Dominions : 

lUh June 1758. This day Feldmarschall Feimor arrives 

* in his principal Camp here. For many weeks past he has been drib- 

* bling across theWeichsel hitherwaid, into various small Camps, with 
^ Cossack Parties flying about, under check of General Platen. But 
^ mow, being all across, and reunited, Fermor shoots-out Cossack Parties 

* of quite other weight and atrocity ; and is ready to begin business, — 

* stiU a little uncertain how. IIis Cossacks, under their Demikows, 

‘ Komanzows, capable of no good fighting, but of endless incendiary 

* inis<^ef in the neighbourhood ; — shoot far ahead into Prussian terri- 

* tory: Platen, Hordt with his Free-Coips, aic beautifully sharp upon 

* them ; but many beatings avail little. “They burn the town of 

* JChdesen” (Hordt having been hard ugon them there); “town of 
‘ ItUtzebuhr, and nineteen villages around;” — bum poor old women 

* tmd men* one poor old clergyman especially, wind him well in straw- 

* roping, then set fire, and leave him ; — ^and are worse than fiends or 

* hyaenas. Not to be checked by Platen’s best diligence ; not, in the 

* by Platen and Dohna together. Dohna (igth June) has risen 

* frpm Stralsund in check of them, — leaving the unfortunate Swedes 

* to come out’ (shrunk to about 7,000, so unsalutary their stockfish 
diet there),— ‘these hyjena Cossacks being the far more pressing thing, 

* Dohna is diligent, gives them many slaps and checks ; Dohna cannot 
‘ cut the taproot of them in two ; that is to say, fight Fermor and beat 

; other effectual check there can be none. 

^ Tsehaptm (in Saxony), %\stjune. Prince Henry has quitted Bam- 

* berg Count^ ; Ind is home again, carefully posted, at Tschopau and 

* up and dovm, on the southern side of Saxony ; with his eye well on 

h TempeHlof, ii, 170-176, J8s,— who, unluckily, m soldier fashion, here as to( 
oftoitt etaewhere, dfles, not give us the Arithmetical Numbers of each, but counts bj 

* 3 lUtalkm$' and * Squadrons/ which, except in tune ot Peace, are a tot«,lly urcertau 
quantity;— ^uesis vaguely, 75,000 against 30,000. 

w HelomhGesektchiei v, 149 et seq. , lempelhof, ii, 135 &c. 

VOL. Via. 
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* the Passes of the Metal Mountains,— where tfcow, iti the thi»ig» 

* at Olmutz have taken, his char fate is to be mr 84 « 4 , 1#^ to 

‘ The Rcichs Army, fa-’rly afcfet in the, Circle of Saate, comih^ 

* 35,000 ; add 15,000 Austrians of a solid quality, there U a Rejigs 

* Aimy of 50,000 ih all, this Year. And will certainly invade Sajcotty, 

< — though it is in no lii^iy; does not stir till August com^, and lyHl 

* find Pnnce Henri elaborately on his guard, and little to be -oC 

* him, though he is as one to two. 

^ Crcfeld (Rhine Country), 23^3^ Jufu, Duke Ferdinand, fikilfUt 
‘ shoving and advancing, some forty or fifty miles, on his nolv Or French 

* side of the Rhine, finds the French diawn-up at Crefeld (June ajd); 

* 47,000 of them tersta 33,000: in altogether intricate ground; caial- 

* ditches, osier-thickets, farm-villages, peat- bogs. Ground dt^qusilin 

* against the world, had the 47,000 had a Captain; but reasonably safe 

* to attack, with nothing but a Clermont acting that character. Fetdl- 
‘ nand, I can peiceive, knew his Cleimont; and took liberties with 

* him. Divided himself into three attacks : one in front, one on Ci^- 
‘ mont’s light flank, botli of which cannonaded, as if in earnest, but 

* did not prevent (.lermont going to dinner. One attack on front, one 

* on right flmk ; then theie was a thud, seemingly on left flank, but 

* wliuli winded itself round (perilously imprudent, had there been a 

* Captain, instead oi a ( leiinoiit deepish in wine by this lime), and 

* but “^t-iii ui)on Clei mont's u ai ; pnglmg his winc-glasscs and decanters, 
‘think at \\liat a ntc, — sc lUtrmg his 47,000 and him to the road 
‘ again, “Nvitli a I0-.S of men, which was counted to 4,000 (4,000 agititist 
‘ 1,700), and of lionoui — whatevei was still to lose 

beidimnd, it was hojjcd, would now be able to maintain himself, 
and ]iush forwaid, on tins h'lench side of the Rhine; and had Wesel 
been his (as some ot us know it is not I), pcihaps he might At any 
rate, veteran llcllcislc took llis mcasuies: — dibiiiissal of Clermont Prince 
of the Illood, and apjioiulmcut ol Contadcs, a man of some skill; re- 
call of Soiibise and his 24,000 fiom their Austrian intentions i these 
and othei stieimous measures, — .md prevented sudi consummation, A 
galhnt young Comte de Cisors, only son of Bellcisle, perished in thiit 
disgiaceful Ciefeld: — unfortunate old man, what a business that bf 
“ cutting Geiinany m foin’* has Ixen <0 you, fust and las»t t 

‘ 1 omJm til (Noith Ameiica), July %tlu Landing of General Anv 
‘ herst’s people at Loui&burg in Cape Breton; with a view of besieging 

* that important place. Winch lias now become extreme}¥ difflcait ; 
‘ the gaiiison, and tluii dcfiiaes, military, naval, being in full readi- 
‘ nebs foi such an event. I^anding wwb done by Brigadier Wolfe; under 

* the eye of Amliei-jt and Admiral Boscawen from reanwd, and under 
‘ abundant file ol butciics and musketiics playing on it ahead: in one 
‘ of the biuhest sea^- (but \\f have waited lour days, and it Jiatidly 

* mends), tobsmg us about like corks; — so that “iwany Of the boats 

* weie broken;” and Wolfe and people “ bad to leap out, breast-deep,’’ 

Mauvdloij, i ^07- ) . Wc-itphalon, i. 536-604, TcnjpftlKof; &C. 
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* gad taksd dght fof themselves, the faster the better, under very in- 

dfCJHittistances I Which wasArictoriously done, by Wolfe and 
*mh peoples really in a rather handsSme mj«tiner, that morning. As 

* Were all the 8ttbse<juent Siege-operations, on land and on water, by 

nmt the others; — till (August 8th) the Sftge ended: in coin- 
surrdicler, — positively for the last t!|^e (Pitt fully intends); no 

* Austrian Netherlands now to put one on revoking it !** 

* These are pretty victories, cheering to Pitt and Friedrich : but the 

* difficult point still is that of Fermor. Whose Cossacks, and their 

* devtldike ravagings, are hideous to think of; — unrestrainable by 

* Oohtia, unless he could cut the root of them; which he cannot, ^urte 

* iyiA* (while Colonel M^sel, wdih his 3,000 wagons, still only one stage 
fjrom iTropphU, was so busy), *slow Fermor rose from Konitz; began 

* Ititchlng southward, southward gradually to Posen, — a considerably 

* stronger Polish Town ; on the edge both of Brandenburg and of Si- 

* lesia;— and has been sitting there, almost ever since our entrance into 

* Bohemia; his Cossacks burning and wasting to great distances in both 

* Countries; no deciding which of them he meant to invade with his 

* main Army. Sits thcic almost a month, enigmatic to Dohna, euig 

* matic to Friedrich: till Friedrich decides at last that be enmot be 
‘suffered longer, whichever of them lie me in; and rises for Silesii 
‘ (August ud). Precisely about which day Ferinoi had dei ided for 

* Bmndenlmrg, and rolled over thither, tow aids Cost i in and the Krank- 

* furt-on-Oder Country, her.iklcd l>y tire and iimrdei, as usual.' 

Friedrich’s march to Lanclshut is, again, much admired. 
Daim had beset the three great roads, the two likeliest espe- 
cially, with abundant Pandours, and his best Loudons and St. 
Xgnons ; Friedrich, making himself enigmatic to Daun, struck 
into the third road by Skalitz, Nacifod ; circuitous, steep, but 
lying Glatz-ward, handy for support of various kinds. He was 
attempted, once or more, by Pandours, but used them badly; 
fell-in with Damn’s old abatis (well wind-dried now), in different 
places, and burnt them in passing. And in five days was in 
Kloster-Griissau, safe on his own side of the Mountains again. 
One point only wc will note, in these Pandour turmoilings. 
From Skalitz, the first stage of his march, he answers a Letter 
of Brother Henri's ; • 

* jg, Prime Henri (ut Tscliopau in Saxony). *•' What you write to 
** me of my Sistff of Baireuth" (that she has been in extremity, cannot 
yet wtite, aua must not be told of the Prince of T*rus-»ia’s death lest it 
kill her) “makes tne tremble I Next to our Mother, she is what I 

have the m^st tenderly loved m this world, Siie is a Sister who 
has my heart and all my confidence; and who'^e character is of price 

^ Gtaeral Amherst’s I>iary of the Stere (in Gentleman's Ma^asinCf l.xvlii. 3S4- 

%). • 
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beyond all the crowns in this universe. From my tendeiNSiSt t 
was brought-up with her: 5<)u can conceive how there reig^bs be* 
** tween us that indissoluble bmid of mutual alfection and £i.ttacbnihnt 
“ for life, which in all other cases, were it only from disparjlty of ajges, 
** is impossible, would to Heaven I might die before herj-^nd 
this terror itself don’t take away my life without my actufitUy losinjf 
** her 1”** * * 

At Griissau (August 9th) he writes to his dear Wilhelm ina herself s 
** O you, the dearest of my family, you whom I have most at beitrt rf 
“ all in this world, — for the sake of \,hatever is most precious to you, 
“ preserve yourself, and let me have at least the consolatidn of shed* 
“ ding my tears m your bosom ! Fear nothing for aw, and ’'*— 0 
she is dying, and I believe knows it, though you will hope to the Ustt 
There is something piercingly tragical in those final Letters of Friedrich 
to his Wilhelmina, written from such scenes of wreck and storm, and 
in Wilhelmina’s beautiful ever-loving quiet Answers, dictated when'idie 
could no longer write.'* 

Friedrich had last left Griissau April i8th; he has re* 
turned to it August 8th : after sixteen weeks of a very cvetll* 
ful absence. In Griissau he stayed two whole days ; — busy 
enough he, probably, though his people were resting I Au- 
gust loth, he dra\vs-up, for Prince Henri, ‘‘under seal of the 
most absolute secrecy,” and with admirable business-like strict- 
ness, brevity and clearness, forgetting nothing useful, remetn- 
bering nothing useless, a Paper of Directions in case of a 
certain event : “I march tomorrow against the Russians i as 
“ the events of War may lead to all sorts of accidents, and it 
“ may easily happen to the to be killed, I have thought it my 
“ duty to let you know what my plans were,*’ and What yon 
are to do in that event, — “the rather as you are Guardian 
“ of our Nephew” (late Prince of Prussia*s ^Son) ** with an 
“ unlimited authority.” Oath from all the armies the instant 
I am killed : rapid, active, as ever ; the enemy not to notice 
that there is any change in the command. I intend to “ beat 
the Russians utterly” (d plate couture, * splay-seam*), “if it be 
possible;” then to &c. : — gives you his “itinerary/* too, or 
probable address, till “the 25th*’ (notably enough); in shor% 
forgets nothing useful, nor remembers anything Jhat is not, 

(Etwresde Frdddrtc, xxvi. 179, ‘ Kleiiny, near SkaHtz, 3d Head’s 

Letter is dated ‘ Camp of '1 schopau, aSih July’ (il>. t77\ 

»« 'July i8th’ is the last by her hand, and ‘ almost ill^^ble it 

8eem& though withheld from us. Was received at (irasRnvi ner^, and idUiswerW Al 
some limgth {(Em/rts, xxvii i. 316), according 10 the Apecimen lust given. Two 
more of hers follow, and Four of the King's (io. 3x7*332). Nearly meantnglesB, »• 
pnnted there, without commentary for the uaprepared reader. 
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in slpite of his hurry. For Mirwster Finck also there went 
a J^per ; seal mi needing to be <^)ened«for the moment. 

^ With Margraf Karl, and Fouquet under^him, who are to 
gft^rd SUeaia, he leaves in two Divisions about Half the late 
Olmiitr Anny : — added to the other forcfe, this will make about 
40 »O 00 for that service. Keith has the chief command here ; 

Is ordered to Breslau, in the mean time, for a little rest 
and recovery of health. Friday iith August, Friedrich him- 
stV, with the other Half, pushes-oflf towards Fermor and the 
Cossack demons ; through Liegnitz, through Hohenfriedberg 
Conntryi straight for Frankfurt, with his best speed. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

BATTLE OF ZORNDORF. 

Sunday 20th August, Friedrich, with his small Army, 
hardly above 15,000 I should guess, arrived at Frankfurt-on- 
Oder ; *his Majesty,* it seems, ‘lodged in the Lebiis Suburb, 

* in the house of a Clergyman’s Widow ; and was observed to 

* go often out of doors, and listen to the cannonading, which 

* was going on at Custrin.’l From Landshut hither, he has 
come in nine days ; the swiftest marching ; a fiery spur of in- 
dignation being upon all his men and him, for the last two 
days fierier than ever, — longing all to have a blow at those 
incetidiary Russian gentlemen. Fiv8 days ago, the Russians, 
attempting blindly on the Garrison of Custrin, had burnt, — 
nothing of the Garrison at all, — but the poor little Town alto- 
gether. Which has filled everybody with lamentation and 
horrqr. And, listen yonder, they arc still busy on the solitary 
Garrison of Custrin ; — audible enough to Friedrich from his 
northern or Lebus Suburb, which lies nearest the place, at a 
distance of some twenty miles. 

Of Fermor’s redhot savagery on Custrin, it is lamentably 
necessary we should say something : to say much would be a 
waste of rec^rd^ as the thing itself was a waste of powder. A 

Tesfamentmr^ (so they have labelled it); fftven in CBuvres, iv, 
aSt-#6a. F»iedrich’s T^^stament proper is already made, and all in 
OiWr, (*ixth January 1752'); of this there followed Two new Redactions 

(IWsW mS^MJ^with^Ughtitnproveinents, * 7th November 1768,' and ‘8th January 1769* 
the valid one) » and various Supplements, or summary Enforcements (as 

here), at m^rent tiiheis of crisis i see Preuss^ iv. 277, 402, and CSuvrvs de Prid 4 nc^ 
vi. p Freface), for some confused account of that mitter. 

Stenaal, v, <63. * Rddenbeck, i, 347. 
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thing hideous to think of ; ^fithout the least profit to Feripor, 
but ‘with total lum to all the inhabitants, and to the many 
strangers who had sought refuge there. One interior dreum* 
stance is memorable ar \4 lucky to us, Artillery-Captain t'klcko 
happened to be with these people ; had come in the train of 
*two Saxon Princes, serving as volunteers ;* and, with a sln^ 
gular lucidit), and faithful good sense, not scientific alone, he 
illuminates these black Russian maltcis for such as have tO dO 
with them. 

Tielcke*s Book of Contributions to the Art ofWtif^ is still 
in repute with Soldiers, especially in the Artillery line ; atid 
indeed shows a sound geometrical head, and contains bits of 
excellent Historical reading interspersed among the scienti$C 
parts. This Tielcke, it appears, was a common fopt-soldier, 
one of those Pirna 14,000 made Prussian against their will; 
but Tielcke had a milkmaid for sweetheart in those regions^ 
who, good soul, gave him her generous farewell, a suit of her 
clothes, perhaps a pair of her pails ; and in that guise he 
walked out of bondage. Clear away ; to Warsaw, to favour 
with the King and others (being of real merit, an excellent, 
studious, modest little man) ; and here he now reappears, in a 
higher capacity ; as articulate Eye-witness of the Ciistrin Busi- 
ness and the Zorn do rf, among much other Russian darkness, 
which shall remain comfortably blank to us. 

Up to Custnn, the Jcfurnal of the Operations of the Rus- 
sian Army, which I could give from day to day,® is of no in- 
terest except to the Nether Powers of this Universe ; the Rus- 
sian Operations hitherto having consisted in slow marcheSi 
sluttish cookeries, cantoonings, bivouackings, with destruction 
of a poor innocent Country, and arson, theft and murder done 
on the great scale by inhuman vagabonds, Cossacks so-called, 
not tempered on this occasion by the mercy of Calmucks. 

' The regular Russian Army, it appears, participates ib the 
common horror of mankind against such a method of making 
war ; but neither Feldmarschall Fermor, nor General Demikqf 
(properly Thhnicoud, a Swiss, deserving little thanks ftvm us, 
who has taken in hand to command these Missionaries of the 

* BpftrSige zur Knegs^Kunsii vnd (zur) Geschichie des *7^$ Hi 

(six thm vob. 4to, with many Plates) ; cited above. 

3 * TzSi^uch deyder < Diary of both Armies from the beginnilig ofUia CiSMBI* 

paign tin Zorndort’), in Tialcke, li. J-75; Tempcihof, ii. 136, aiS-aa4; 
icmhu, V* ; &c. &c. 
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Ril), cm help the results above inscribed. Which are justly 
characterised as abominable, to gids an4l men ; and not fit to 
be» recorded in human Annals ; execration, and, if it were 
possible^ oblivion, being the human resourc? with them. The 
Kbhssjan OSicers, it seems, despise tliiy Cossack rabble incre- 
dibly; ibr their fighting qualities withal are close on 2ero, 
though their talent for arson and murder is so considerable. 
Ahd contrariwise, the Cossacks, for their part, have no objec- 
tion to plunder, or even, if obstreperous, to kill, any regular 
Ofheer they may mc|:t unescorted in a good place. Their 
talent for arson is great. They do uncountable damage to 
the Army itself ; provoking all the Country people to destroy 
by fire what could be eaten or used, the foraging, food and 
equipments of horse and man ; so that horse and man have to 
be by victual carted hundreds of miles out of Poland ; and 
tlMi Russian Army sticks, as it were, tethered with a welter of 
broken porridge-pots and rent mealbags hung to every foot it 
has. 


East Preussen is quiet from the storms of War ; holds its 
tongue well, and hopes better days : but the Russians them- 
selves are little the better for it, a country so lately burned 
bare ; they are merely flung so many scores of miles forward, 
farther from home and their real resources, before they can 
begin work. They have no port on the Baltic : poor block- 
heads, they arc aware how desirable, for instance, Dantzig 
WOuM be ; to help feeding them out of ships ; but the Dant- 
sigers won't. Colbcrg, a poor little place, with only 700 
militia people in it, would be of immense service to them as a 
sea-haven : but even this they have not yet tried to get ; and 
after trying, they will find it a job. “Why not unite with the 
Swedes and take Stettin (the finest harbour in the Baltic), 
which would bring Russia, by ships, to your very hand ?” 
This is what Montalembert is urgent upon, year after year, to* 
the point of wearying everybody ; but he can get no official 
soul to pajeheed to him, — the difficulties are so considerable. 

Swedes, what are they.^” say the Russians; “Russians 
What eay the Swedes. ** Sweden would be so handy for the 
Artilleries,** ftrgea Montalembert ; “ Russians for the Soldiery, 

Or coywng and fighting part.**— Can’t be done T* Officiality 
shaken its head ; and Montalembert is obliged to be silent. * 



r4o SEVEN^YEARS WAR RISES, 

The Russians have got into the Neumark of BrattoenbuTg# 
on those bad terms ; ^nd arfi clearly aware that, without jsbme 
Fortress as a Place of Arms, they are an overgrown Inconixpo* 
tency and MonstfOsity in the field of War ; doing ipdch de- 
struction, most of whieh proves ^^^estructive before 
But how help it ? If the carrying of meal so far be difficult, ' 
what will the carrying of siege-furniture be ? A Bat impossi- 
bility. Fermor, aware of these facts, remembers what 
pened at Oczakow, — long ago, in our presence, and Keith's 
and Miinnich’s, if the reader have not qijite forgot. Mfinnich^ 
on that occasion, took Oczakow without any siege-fumiturd 
whatever, by boldly marching up to it ; nothing but audacity 
and good luck on his side. Fermor determines to try CiistriU 
in the like way, — if peradventure Prussian soldiery be like 
Turk?— 

Fermor rose from Posen August 2d, almost three weeks 
ago ; making daily for the Neumark and those unfortunate 
Oder Countries ; nobody but Dohna to oppose him, — Dohna 
in the ratio of perhaps one against four. Dohna natutally 
laid hold of Frankfurt and the Oder Bridge, so that Fermor 
could not cross there; whereupon Fermor, as the next-best 
thing, struck northward for the Warta (black Polish stream, 
last big branch of Oder) ; crossed this, at his ease, by Lan 4 s- 
berg Bridge, August loth and after a day or two of re«< 
adjustment in Landsbcrg, made for Custrin Country (his next 
headquarter is at Gross Kamin*) ; hoping in some accidental 
or miraculous way to cross Oder thereabouts, or even get h< 3 ld 
of Custrin as a Place of Arms. If peradventure he can take 
Custrin without proper siege-artillery, in the Oczakow or Anti- 
Turk way? Fermor has been busy upon Ciistrin since August 
115th; — in what fashion we partly beard, and will npw, from 
authentic sources, see a little for ourselves. 

The Castle of Custrin, built by good Johann of Ciistrin, ? moW 
With copper,* in the Reformation times, — ^we know it from of old, and 
Friedrich has since had .some knowl^ge of it. Ciistrin itSSlf ' 
rugged little Town, with some moorland traffic, and ijstijl a place of 
great military strength, the garrison of those parts. Its xmgh ^ve- 
ments, its heavy stone battlements and barriers, give it a gnarM 
nate aspect, — stem enough place of exile for a Crowr^-Flince ^ 
into such disfavour with Papa! A rugged, compact, by no means 
handsome little Town, at the meeting of the Warta and the CHlw $ 
t * Tempelhof, ti. ai 6 . * Plan at jp. 
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Jtaiuid naturaliy atnong sedges, willows and drained mire, except that 
%ltttnail iu^dustry is pleasantly busy 4 ^on it, and has long beem So that 
Jthe neighbourhood is populous beyond expectation ; studded with rough 
cottages in whitewash ; hamlets in a paved ^n^ition ; and comfortable 
" signs of labour victoriously wrestlii^ with the wilderness. Custrin, an 
arsenal and garrison, begirt with two rivd-s, and with awful bulwarks, 
and batons cased in stone, — * perhaps too high,’ say the learned, — 
is lilcely to be impregnable to Russian engineering on those terms. 
Here^ with brevity, is the catastrophe of Custrin. 

iUesday x^th August 1758, At two in the morning, several thou- 
sand Russians, grenadiers, under Quartermaster General Stoifeln, whom 
the readers of Mannjrtein know from old Oczakow times, are astir ; 
pushing along from Gross Kamin, through the scraggy firwoods, and 
fiai peat countries ; intending a stroke on Custrin, if perhaps they can 
get its^^not the slightest chance to get Custrin ; Prussian soldiership 
end Tuidcish being two quite different things! The pickeering and 
manosuvring of Stoffeln shall not detain us. Stoffeln came along by 
the Landsbeig road (course of the now Konigsbeig-Custrin Railway) ; 
and drove-in the Prussian out-parties, who at first took him for Cos- 
Sacks. Stoffeln set himself down on the north side of the place ; 
planted cannon in certain clay-pits thereabouts, and about nine o’clock 
began firing shells and incendiary grenadoes at a great rate. Tielcke 
«aW everything and had the honour to take luncheon, that evening, 
with certain chief Officers, sitting on the ground, after all was over, 
and only a few shots from the Garrison still dropping.® 

At the third grenado, which, it seems, fell into a straw magazine, 
Ciistrin took fire; could not be quenched again, so much dry wood in 
it, So much disorder too, the very soldiers some of them disorderly (a 
bad deserter set) ; so that it soon flair«*d aloft, — from side to side one 
sea of fiame j and man, woman and child, every soul (except the Gat- 
fison, which sat enclosed in strong stone), had to fly across the River, 
Under penalty of death by fire. Of Custrin, by five in the evening, 
there was nothing left but the black ashes ; the Garrison standing un- 
harmed, and the Church, School-house and some stone edifices in a 
charred skeleton condition. * No life was lost, except that of one child 
in arms.’ All Neumark had lodged its valuables in this place of 
Strength ; all are fled now in horror and terror across the Oder, by the 
Biddge^ before it also unquencliably takes fire, at the western or non- 
RnSsian end of the place. Such a day as was seldom seen in human 
i^xperience j-— F ennor responsible for it, happily not we. 

Farmer, ^ the evening, said to his Artillery People: Why have 
yott^eesWed to fire grenadoes?” “Excellency, the Town is out; no- 
thing now but ashes and stone.” “Never mind ; give them the rest, 
ona every qiiarter of an hour. We shall not need the grenadoes again. 
Tiil^ caimon^baJils we shall ; them, therefore, do not waste.” On the 


® Temi 


dhof, it. S17 ; but Tielcke, ii. 69 et seq , the real source. 
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morrow morning, after this performance on the Town, Fermpr seac(» 
a Trumpeter : Sunender, |>r else—!” rather in the tremendous stylcj. 
‘*Or else?*^ answers the Commandant, pointing to the ashes, to the 
black inconsumable stotifes ; and is deaf to this ex-postfacio Trumpeter. 
The Russians say they sent yesterday morning, not 
but he was killed in the pickeerings, and never heard of again. A 
mile or so to rear of Custrin, on the westward or Berlin side of the 
River, lies Dolma for the last four days ; expecting that the Laws of 
Nature will hold good, and Custrin prove tenable against such 
$0 stands it on P>iedricli*s anival. 

We left Friedrich in the Lebus Suburbtof Frankfurt, Sun- 
day August 20 th, listening to the distant cannonade. Ne:?Ct 
morning, he is here himself; at Dohna’s Camp of GdrjfaUt, 
taking survey of affairs ; came early, under rapid small esport, 
leaving his Army to follow ; scorn and contemptuous indig- 
nation the humour of him, they say ; resolution to be swiftly 
home upon that surprising Russian armament, and teach it 
new manners. The black skeleton of Custrin stares hideously 
across the River; “Custrin Siege” so-called still going-on;~ 
had better make dispatch now, and take itself away I He 
greatly despises Russian soldiership: “Pooh, pooh,” he would 
answer, if Keith from experience said, “Your Majesty does 
not do it justice ;” — and Keith has been known to hint, ** 
the trial ever come, your Majesty will alter that opinion.” A 
day or two hence, amid these hideous Russian fire-traceries, the 
Hussars bring him a dozen af Cossacks they have made pri- 
soners : Friedrich looks at the dirty green vagabonds ; si^yS to 
one of his Staff : “ And this is the kind of Doggery I h^ve to 
bother with!” — The sight of the poor country-people, and 
their tears of joy and of sorrow on his reappearance among 
them, much affected him. Taking inspection of Dohna, he 
finds Dohna wonderfully clean, pipe-clayed, complete: **Yot$ 
are very fine indeed, you ; — I bring you a set of fellows, rdugh 
7i%^^rasteufeln (‘grass-devils,* I never know whether insei^its 
or birds) ; “ but they can bite,” — hope you can I 

Tuesday August 2 2d, at five in the morning our Army* 
has all arrived, the Frankfurt people just come^in 
of us now in Camp at Gdrgast. Friedrich orders straight- 
way that a certain Russian Redoubt on the other %ide of the 
River, at Schaumburg, a mile or two dovm stream, be weU 
cannonaded^ into ruin,—- as if he took it for some incipiency 
ot a Rushan Bridge, or were himselt minded to cross bere^ 
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under cover of Custrin. Fri^rich’s intention very certainly 
}$ to tros3, — here or not just here f— -and that same night, 
after some hours of rest to the Frankfgrt people,— night of 
Tuesday- Wednesday, Friedrich, hjjying persuaded the Rus- 
sians that his crossing-place will be their Redoubt at Schaum- 
burg, inarches ten or twelve miles down the River, silently 
his 30,000 and he, till opposite the Village of Giistebiese ; 
rapidly makes his Bridges there, unmolested : Former, with 
his eye on the cannonaded Redoubt only, has expected no 
such matter; and* is much astonished when he hears of it, 
twenty hours after, Friedrich, across with the vanguard, at 
an early hour of Wednesday, gets upon the knoll at Giiste- 
bicse for a view : and all Giistebiese, hearing of him, hurries 
out, with low-voiced tremulous blessings, irrepressible tears : 
** God reward your Majesty, that have come to us !” — and 
there is a hustling and a struggling, among the women espe- 
cially, to kiss the skirts of his coat. Poor souls : one could 
have stood tremendous cheers ; but this is a thing I forgive 
Friedrich for being visibly affected with. 

Friedrich leaves his baggage on the other side of the 
Oder, and the Bridge guarded; our friend Hordt, with his 
Free^Corps, doing it. Friedrich marches forward some ten 
miles that night ; eastward, straight for Gross Kamin, as if to 
take the Russians in rear ; encamps at a place called Klos- 
sow, spreading himself obliquely towards the Miitzel (black 
sluggish tributary of the Oder in those parts), meaning to 
reach Neu Damm on the Miitzel tomorrow, there almost 
within wind of the Russians, and be ready for crossing on 
them* It was at Klossow (23d August, evening), that the 
Hussars brought-in their dozen or two of Cossacks, and he 
had his first sight of Russian soldiery ; by no means a favour- 
able one, ‘*Ugh, only lookl” — As we are now approaching 
Zomdorf, and the monstrous tug of Battle which fell .out 
^ there, readers will be glad of the following : 

* Pamm on the Miitzel, where Friedrich intends crossing it 

* tomorrow night, south to Gross Kamin, not far from the Warta, 
^ where Fermor*s headquarter lately was, may be about 6ve miles. 

* From Ci(^triii» Kamin lies north-east about eight or ten miles : Zorn- 

* dori; the most considerable Village in this tract, lies, — little dreaming 
^ of the sad gjbry coming to it,-— pretty much in the centre between 

* big Wmta attd smaller Miitzel. The Country is by na+iure a p^t 

* wHdfmOh^ far and wide ; but it has been tamed extensively ; grows 
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* crops, green pastures ; is elsewhere covered with wood (Scotch hr, 

‘ scraggy in size, but evidently under forest nianagement) ; perhaps 

* half the country is in Fir tricts, what they call Haden ( Heaths) ^ the 

* cultivated spaces lying iike light-green islands with black -green chan* 

* ncls and expanses of circumambient Fir. The Drewitz Heath, the 
‘ Massin or Zicher Heath, add others about Zorndorf, will become 

* notable to us. The Country is now much drier than in Friedrich^s 

* time ; the human spade doing its duty eveiywhere : so that much ol 

* the Battle-ground has become irrebogni^able, when compared With 

* the old marshy descriptions given of it. Zorndorf, a rough substan- 

* tial Hamlet, has nothing of boggy now visible near by ; lies cast to 

* west, a firm broad highway leading through : Jf sea of forest before 

* it, to south; to north, good dry barley-grounds or rye-grounds, sOnsi- 

* bly rising for half a mile, then waving about in various slow slight 

* changes of level towards Quartschen, Zicher, &c. : forming an irregu- 

* lar cleared “ island,’* altogether of perhaps four miles by three, with 
‘ unlimited circumambiencies of wood. It was here, on this island aS 
‘ we call it, that the Battle, which has made Zorndorf famous^ was 

* fought. 

* Zoindorf (or even the open ground half a mile to north of it, 

* which will be more important to us) is probably not 50 feet above 

* the level of the Mutzel, nor 100 above Warta and Oder, six miles 

* off ; but it is the crown of the Country ; — the ground dropping there- 

* from every way, in lazy dull waves or swells ; towards Tamsel and 

* Gross Kamin on south-east ; towards Biiken-Busch, Quartschen, 

* BarmutzeF on north-west; as well as towards Damm and its Bridge 

* north-east, where Fried ridi will soon be, and towards Cuslrin south- 
‘ west, where lie lately was, each a five or six miles from Zorndorf. 

* Such is the poor moorland tiact of Country ; Zorndorf the centre 

* of it, — ^where the Battle is likely to be ; — Zorndorf and environs a 

* bare quasi-island among these woods ; extensive bald croWn of thC 

* landscape, girt with a frizzle of firwoods all round. Boggy pooli?! there 

* are, especially on the western side (all drained in our time), Jiiitzel, 

* or north side, is of course the lowest in level : and accordingly,* what 
is much to be marked by readers here, ‘ from the south, or Zorndorf 
' side, at wide intervals, there saunter along, m a .slow obscure manner, 

* Three miserable continuous Leakages, or oozy Threads of Water, Itll 

* making for Quartschen, to north or north-west, there to cUsetnh%h« 

‘ into the Mutzel. Each of these has its little Hollow ; Jof which the 

‘ westernmost, called Zabem Hollow { 2 Utvhrngrtmd\ is the tniiost CO®- « 

* siderable, and the most important to us here : Galgengru\d (Oalloiys- 

* Hollow) is also worth naming in this Battle ; the thiid LeidcAtpl, 

* though without importance, invites us to name it, Be^thruch^ quasi 

* .SSTiir/SzVtf-quagmire, — because you can use no stockings thgee, eacept 

* with manifest disadvantage/— Take this other concluding trait t 

* ♦ * Inexpressible fringe of marsh, two or three miles biroadi 

^ * 7 Daroi the Miiuel, whatever may be. 
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* idQ^Uy bottomless, woven with sluggish creeks and stagnant pools, 

* bordcfS the Warta for many ftiiles towards Landsberg ; Custrin- 

* Landsberg Causeway the alone sure footing in it ; after which, the 

* couoliy rises insensibly, but most beneficialljf, and is mainly drier till 

* you get to the Mutzel again, and find the same fringe of mud lace- 
‘ work again, Zorndorf we called the (ftown of it. Tarasel, Wilkers- 

* dorf, Klein Kamin, Gross Kamin, and other places known to us, lie 

* on the dry turf-fuel country, but looking over close upon the hem of 

* that marsh-fringe, and no doubt getting peats, wild -ducks, pike-fishes, 

* eels, and snatches of summer pasture and cow-hay out of it/ 

Thursday Augjist 24th, Friedrich is again speeding on ; 
occupying Darmutzel and other crossing-places of the Miit- 
zel --by no means himself crossing there ; on the contrary, 
carefully breaking all the Bridges before he go (“No retreat 
for those Russian vagabonds, only death or surrender for 
them I*') — himself not intending to cross till he be up at 
Damm, Neu Damm, well eastward of his Russians, and have 
got them all pinfolded between Mutzel and Oder in that way. 
In the evening, he reaches Damm and the Mill of Damm, 
•some three or four miles higher up the Mutzel ; — and there 
pushes partly across at once. That is to say, his vanguard 
at once, and takes a defensive position ; his Artillery and 
other Divisions by degrees, in the silent night hours ; and, 
before daybreak tomorrow, every soul will be across, and the 
Bridge broken again ; — and Fermor had better have his ac- 
counts settled. 

Fermor’s roving Cossack clouds seldom bring him in in- 
telligence; but only return stained with charcoal grime and 
red murder : up to late last night, he had not known where 
Friedrich was at all ; had idly thought him busy with the 
Schaumburg Redoubt, on the other side of Oder, fencing and 
precautioning : but now (night of the 23d), these Cossacks 
do come-in with news, “ Indisputable to our poor minds, the 
Prussians are at Klossow yonder, — captured a dozen green 
vagabonds of us, and have sent us galloping !” — which news, 
•witji the night closing-in on him, was astonishing, thrice and 
four times Important to Fermor. 

** Instantly he raises the siege of Ciistrin, any siege there 
was;* gets his immense baggage-train shoved-off that night 
to Klem^Kamin, Landsberg way; summons the force from 

• iMkchell to Holderness, ‘D^rm/tzel, 34th August 1758* {Mitnoirs and jPa/cr^, 
i 435 ; Ik 40-47, Mitchell's Private Journal), * 
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Landsberg to join him without loss of a moment; — and in the 
mean while pitches himself in long bivouac in the Drewitsj 
Wood or Fir- Heath, wit\i the quaggy Zaberngrund in front 
Quaggy Zaberngrund, — do readers remember it ; one Of those 

Three continuous Leakages,*' very important to Fermor and 
us at present? This is the safest place Fermor can find for 
himself ; scraggy firs around, good quagmires and Zubern 
Hollow in front ; looking to the east, waiting what a new day 
will bring. That was Fermor’s posture, while Friedrich quitted 
Klossow in the dawn of the 24th. Be busy, ye Cossack dog- 
geries; return with news, not with mere grime and marks of 
blood on your mouths ! 

Evening of the 24th, Cossacks report that Friedrich has 
got to Damm Mill ; has hold of the Bridge there ; and may be 
looked for, sure as the daylight tomorrow. Fermor is 50,000 
odd, his Landsberg forces all coming in; one Detachment out 
Stettin way, which cannot come in ; Fermor finds that his 
baggage-train is fairly on the ro.ad to Klein Kamin ; — and that 
he will have to quit this bosky bivouac, and fight for himself 
in the open ground, or do worse. 

Theseus and the Minotaur 07 )cr again y — that h to say, Friedrich 

at Handgrips 7 vith Fermor arid his Russians (25 th August 

1758). 

Artless Fermor draws-o\j,t to the open ground, north of 
Zorndorf, south of Quartschen ; arranges himself in huge quad- 
rilateral mass, with his ‘ staff-baggage’ (lighter baggage) jn the 
centre, and his front, so to speak, every where.^ Mass, say 
two miles long by one mile broad ; but it is by no meatts regu- 
lar, and has many zigzags according to the ground, and nar- 
rows and droops southward on the eastern end: one of the 
most artless arrangements ; but known to Fennor, and the 
readiest on this pinch of time. Miinnich devised this q^mdri- 
lateral mode ; and found it good against the Turks, and their 
deluges of raging horse and foot: Fermor could perhaps d<^ 
better ; but there is such a press of hurry. Ferm^r’^^wes^n 
flank, or biggest breadth of quadrilateral, leans on that Zah^n 
Hollow, with us fine quagmires ; his eastern, narrowest part^ 

^ Kxcellent Plan of him, or r.ithcr Plans, in his Micccssive shapes, in Tiekke, Ji. 
{Plates 4, 5, 6, 7, 8). Our poor Sketch at p, $8 a strives to Jr^pjpcbent him as ha 
i»*ood when §rst attacked. 
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dro%>s*dpwn on certain mud-pools and conveniences towards 
\ Zicher, Callows Hollow, a slighter than the Zabern, runs 
^ through the centre of him ; and withi his best people he fronts 
towards the Mutzel Bridges, especially towards Damm-Mill 
Bridge whence Friedrich will emerge, sure as the sunrise, one 
knows not with what issue. Artless Permor is nothing daunted ; 
not are his people ; but stand patiently under arms, regard- 
less of future and present, to a degree not common in soldier- 
ing. 

Friday August 2 5th,^ by half-past three in the morning, 
Friedrich is acros§ the Mutzel; self and Infantry by Damm- 
Miitzel Bridge, cavalry by another Bridge {Kersten-brugge^ 
means “ Christian Bridge/' in the dialect of Charlemagne's 
time, a very old arrangement of Successive Logs up there !) 
some furlongs higher up. The Bridge at Damm is perhaps 
some three miles from the nearest Russians about Zicher; but 
Friedrich has no thought of attacking Fermor there; he has a 
quite other program laid, and will attack Fermor precisely on 
the side opposite to tlicie. Friedrich’s intention is to sweep 
quite round this monslrons Riibuian quadrilateral ; to break-in 
tipon it on the western flank, and hurl it back upon Mutzel and 
its quagmires, lie has broken his two bridges after passing, 
all bridges are gone there, and the country is bottomless: sur- 
render at discretion if once you are driven thither I And Fried- 
rich's own retreat, if he f<ul, is short and open to Ciistrin. 

Admirable,” say the Critics, “^nd altogether in Friedrich's 
style I” — Friedrich, adds one Critic, was not aware that the 
Russian Heavy-Baggage Tram, which is their powderfiask and 
breadbasket and staff of life, lies at Klein Kamin, within few 
miles on his left just now, Russians themselves on his right ; 
that the Russians could have been abolished from those coun- 
tries without fighting at all This is very true. Friedrich’s 
haste is great, his humour hot ; and he has not heard of this 
Klein-Kamin fact, which in common times he would have dope, 
and of which in a calmer mood he would, w ith a fine scientific 
•gusto, have taken his advantage. 

Frioirilh pours incessant southward; cavalry parallel to 
infantry and a certain disLance beyond it, eastward of it ; and 
they have^ burnt the Bridges ; which is a curious fact ! Con- 
tinually southward, as if for Tamscl: — poor old Tamsel, do 

W Retzow, i, 30S*32(^ ^ 
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readers recollect it at all, does Friedrich at hil l: No jijiasant 
dinner, dr lily-and-rose complexions, there for one 
Some distance short (f£ Tamsel, Friedrich, emerging, mim 
westward;— intending what/on earth? thinks Fermor^v^: ^ 
rich has been mostly hidden by the woods all this aaid 
enigmatic to Fermor. I^rmor does now at last see the cbjbur 
of the facts and that one's chief front must change itself tO 
southward, one’s best leg and arm be foremost, or stewards 
Zorndorf, not towards the Miitzel as hitherto. Fermor stirs-up 
his Quadrilateral, makes the required change, “You, best or 
northern line, step across, and front southward; across to i 
southward, I say ; second-best go northward in their stead :** 
and so, with some other slight polishings, suggested by the 
ground and phenomena, we anew await this Prussian Enigma 
with our best leg foremost. The march or circular sweep of 
these Prussian lines, from Damm Bridge through the woods 
and champaign to their appointed place of action, is seven or 
eight miles ; lines when halted in battle-order will be two miles 
long or morp. 

Friedrich pours steadily along, horse and foot, by the rear 
ofWilkersdorf, of Zorndorf, — Russian Minotaur scrutinising 
him in that manner with dull bloodshot eyes, uncertain what 
he will do. It is eight in the morning, hot August ; wind a 
mere lull, but southernly if any. Small Hussar pickets ride to 
right of the main Army March ; to keep the Cossacks in check ; 
who are roving about, all o»' wing ; and pert enough, in spite 
of the Hussar pickets. Desperado individuals ofthem 
up to the Infantry ranks, and fire-off their pistols there,*^wllh* ■ 
out reply ; reply or firing, till the word come, is strictly forbid- 
den. Infantry pours along, like a ploughman drawing his futtSw, 
heedless of the circling crows. Crows or Cossacks, finding 
they are not regarded, set fire to Zorndorf, and gallhp; ^ 
Zorndorf goes-up readily, mainly wood and straw ; roils 
clpuds of smoke far northward in upon the Russian Minbmdr, 
making him still blinder in the impormnt moments now com- 
ing, ; ' ^ 

Friedrich rides-up to view the Zabern Hollow’: 
expectation deep ; very boggy too, with its foul 
brook : no stttacking of their western flank through -this J^bern^ , 
grund;--atlack the corner of them, then ; hete' #n the f 
west !'• That is Friedrich's rapid resource. The Unes W 
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A^ljporamgly ; make ready. Behind flaming Zorndorf stands 
fate es^treme left, which is to make the attack; infantry in front; 
faitirse to rear and farther leftwards, — aSid under the command 
o^Seidiits in this quarter, which is an impootant circumstance. 
Right wing, reaching to behind Willj^rsdorf, is to refuse it- 
self; whole force of centre is to push upon that Russian corner, 
to support the left in doing it ; — according to the Leuthen or 
Imctm principle, once more. May no mistakes occur in exe- 
cuting it this day ! — 

The first division of the Prussian Infantry, or extreme Left, 
marches forward by the west end of flaming Zorndorf ; next 
division, which should stand close to right of it, or even behind 
it, in action, and follow it close into the Russian fire, has to 
march by the east end of Zorndorf ; this is a farther road, owing 
to the flames ; and not a lucky one. Second division could 
never get into fair contact with that first division again : that 
was the mistake : and it might have been fatal, but was not, 
as we shall see. First division has got clear of Zorndorf, in 
advancing towards its Russian business ; — is striding forward, 
its left flank safe against the Zabern-grund ; steadily by fixed 
stages, against the fated Russian Corner, which is its point of 
attack. First division, second division, are clear of Zorndorf, 
though with a wide gap between them ; are steadily striding 
forward towards the Russian Corner. Two strong batteries, 
wide apart, have planted themselves ahead ; and are playing 
upon the Russian Quadrilateral, th^r fires crossing at the due 
Corner yonder, with terrible effect ; Russian artillery, which 
are multitudinous and all gathered down to this south-western 
comer, are responding, though with their fire spread, and far 
less effectual. The Prussian line steps on, extreme left perhaps 
in too animated a manner; their cannon batteries enfilade the 
thick mass of Russians at a frightful rate (‘forty-two men of 
a certain regiment blown-away by a single ball,’ in one in- 
stanced^), drive the interior baggage-horses to despair: a very* 
agitated Quadrilateral, under its grim canopy of cannon smoke, 
anff of straw ^oke, heaped on it from the Zorndorf side here. 
Mau*«iuffclfleader of that first or leftmost division, sees the in- 
ternal simmering ; steps forward still more briskly, to firing 
distance; begins his platoon thunder, with the due steady fury, 
««^had the second division but got-up to support Manteuffel ! 

n Tielcke. 
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The second division is in fire too; but not close to Mlinteuffel. 
where it should be. 

Fermor notices the gap, the wavering of Mantetuflel unsup- 
ported; plunges-oilt in immense torrent, horse and foot, into 
the gap, into Manteufrcl’s flank and front ; hurls Manteuffel 
back, who has no support at hand: ''Arah^ Arnh (Hurrah, 
Hurrah)! Victoiy, Victory!” shout the Russians, plunging 
wildly forward, sweeping ail before them, capturing twenty-six 
pieces of cannon, for one item. What a moment for Friedrich; 
looking on it from some knoll somewhere near Zorndorf, I sup- 
pose ; hastily bidding Scidlitz strike-in : “ SeidUtz, now !'* The 
hurrahing Russians cannot keep rank at that rate of going, like 
a buffalo stampede ; but fall into heaps and gaps : Seidlitz, 
with a swiftness, with a dexterity beyond praise, has picked his 
way across that quaggy Zabern Hollow; falls, with say S.ooo 
horse, on the flank of this big buffalo stampede ; tumbles it 
into instant ruin ; — which proves irretrievable, as the Prussian 
Infantry come on again, and back Seidlitz. 

In fifteert minutes more (I guess it now to be ten o’clock), 
the Russian Minotaur, this end of it, on to the Gallows Ground 
is one wild mass. Seldom was there seen such a charge ; issu- 
ing in such deluges of wreck, of chaotic flight, Or chaotic re*^ 
fusal to fly. The Seidlitz cavalry went sabring till, for very 
fatigue, they gave it up, and could no more. The Russian 
horse fled to Kutzdoif, — Fermor with them, who saw no more 
of this Fight, and did not get back till dark ; — had not the 
Bridges been burnt, and no crossing of the Mutzel possible, 
Fermor never would have come back, and here had been the 
end of Zorndorf. laickier if it had ! But there is no crossing 
of the Mutzel, there is only drowning in the quagmires there: 
— death any w\ay ; what can be done but die ? 

The Russian infantry stand to be sabred, in the above man- 
ner, as if they had been dead oxen. More remote from Seidlitz, 
"they break-open the sutlers’ brandy-casks, and in few mfoutes 
get roaring drunk. Their officers, desperate, split the brandy- 
casks ; soldiers flap-down to drink it from the 'puddles ; fori* 
ously remonstrate with their officers, and * kill a good many of 
them* {me/e, says Tielcke), especially the fomign sort, *A 
frightful blood-bath,* by all the Accounts; blood^oath, brandy-* 
bath, and chief Nucleus of Chaos then extant aboveground 
Fermor is swept away: this chaos, the very I^russians drawing* 
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fcfdc from it, wearied with massacring, lasts till about one 
</clodc. ' Up to the Gallows-ground the Minotaur is mere wreck 
atid delirium: but beyond the Gallows-groutid, the other half 
fbrma a «ew front to itself ; becomes a new Minotaur, though in 
. reduced shape. This is Part First of*the Battle of Zorndorf ; 
Friedrich, — on the edge of great disaster at one moment, but 
miraculously saved, — has still the other half to do (unlucky that 
he left no Bridges on the Miitzel), and must again change his 
program. 


Half of the Minotaur is gone to shreds in this manner ; 
> but the attack upon it, too, is spent : what is to be done with 
the other half of the monster, which is again alive ; which still 
Stands, and polypus-like has arranged a new life for itself, a new 
front against the Galgcn-grund yonder? Fri(‘drich brings hij 
right wing into action. Rapidly arranges right wing, ( cntre, 
all of the left that is disposable, with batteries, with cavalry; 
for an attack on the opposite or south-eastern end of his mon- 
ster. If your monster, polypus-like, come alive again in the tail- 
part, )*ou must fell that other head of him. Batteries, well in 
advance, begin work upon the new head of the monster, which 
liras once his tail ; fresh troops, long lines of them, pushing for- 
ward to begin platoon-volleying: — time now, I should guess, 
about half-past two. Our inlantry has not yet got within miis- 
ket*range,-— when torrents of Russian ilorse. Foot too following, 
plunge-rOut; wide-fiowmg, stormfully swift; and dash against 
the coming attack. Dash against it ; stagger it; actually tum- 
ble it back, in the centre part ; take one of the batteries, and a 
l^rhole battalion prisoners. Here again is a moment ! Fried- 
rich, they say, rushed personally into this vorlex; rallied these 
broken battalions, again rallied and led them up ; hut it was to 
no purpose: they could not be made to stand, those centre bat- 
talions;—* some sudden panic in them, a thing unaccountable,’ 
says Tempelhof ; * they are Donna’s people, who louglit per? 
** ^ctly at Jiigersdorf, and often elsewhere’ (they were all in 
such a flnily-lurmshcd state the other day ; but liavc not biting 
talent, like the grass-devils) : enough, they fairly scour away, 
Certain disgraceful battalions, and ai*e not got ranked again till 
below Wtlkorsdorf, above a mile off; though the grass-devils, 
on both Hands of them, stand grimly stofuly, left in this omin- 
manner. • 
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What would have become of the affair one knows not, If It 
had not been that Berlitz once more made his appearanoe. 
On Friedrich’s order, or on his own, I do not know ; but sute 
it is, Seidlitz, with'sixty-one squadrons, arriving from some 
tance, breaks-in like a <i)^us ex mackind, swift as the stot^ 
wind, upon this Russian Horse^torrent ; drives it agatn b<^fote 
him like a mere torrent of chaff, back, ever back, to the shore 
of Acheron and the Stygian quagmires (of the Miitzel, natttely); 
so that it did not return again ; and the Prussian Inanity haid 
free field for their platoon exercise. Their rage against the 
Russians was extreme ; and that of the Russians corresponded. 
Three of these grass-devil battalions, who stood neatest to 
Dohna’s runaways, were natives of this same bumt-out 5fom** 
dorf Country ; we may fancy the Platt-Teutsch hearts of them, 
and the sacred lightning, with a moisture to it, that was in their 
eyes. Platt-Teutsch platooning, bayonet-charging,— on such 
terms no Russian or mortal Quadrilateral can stand it. The 
Russian Minotaur goes all to shreds a second time ; but will 
not run. No quarter !” — Well, then, none !*' 

* Shortly after four o’clock,* say my Accounts, ' the firing,* 
regular firing, ‘altogether ceased; ammunition nearly spent, 

* on both sides ; Prussians snatching cartridge-boxes of Rus- 
‘ sian dead and then began a tug of deadly massacring and 
wrestling man to man, ‘ with bayonets, with butts of muskets, 

‘ with hands, even with teeth’ (in some Russian instances), 

‘ such as was never seen ^before.* The Russians, beaten to 
fragments, would not run : whither run ? Behind is Mutzel 
and the bog of Acheron ; — on Miitzel is no bridge left ; * the 

* shore of Mutzel is thick with men and horses, who have 
‘ tried to cross, and lie there swallowed in the ooze*-^‘ like a 

* pavement,’ says Tielcke. The Russians, — never was sUch 

vis inertim as theirs now. They stood like sacks of clay, like 
oxen already dead ; not even if you shot a bullet through 
them, would they fall at once, says Archenholtz, but seeded 
to be deliberate about it. « ' 

Complete disorder reigned on both sides ; e(icept that tho 
Prussians could always form again when bidden, the Russians 
not This lasted till nightfall, — Russians getting them&ejvea 
shoved away on these horrid terms, and obstinate to take na 
other. Towards dark, there appeared, on a distant knolh 
.something like a ranked bgdy of them again, — SomiS 
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t »Ot ztii Jjalf as many horse ; whom Thdmicoud (superlative 
Wtss Cossack^ usually written Den^kof or Demikow) had 
picked^up, and persuaded from the shore of Acheron, back to 
this knoll of vantage, and some cannon wl!h them. Friedrich 
iprders these to be dispersed again > General Forcade, with 
twb battalions, taking the front of them, shall attack there ; 


you. General Ranter, bring-up those Dohna fellows again, and 
take them in flank. Forcade pushes on, Rauter too, — but at 
the flrst taste of cannon-shot, these poor Dohna-people (such 
their now flurried, disgraced state of mind) take to flight again, 
worse than before ; rush quite through Wilkersdorf this time, 
into thts woods, and can hardly be got together at all. Scan- 
dalous to think of. No wonder Friedrich * looked always 

* askance on those regiments that had been beaten at Gross 

* Jagersdorf, and to the end of his life gave them proofs of 

* it very natural, if the rest were like these ! 

Of poor General Rauter, Tempelhof and the others, that 
can help it, are politely silent ; only Saxon Tielcke tells us, 
that Friedrich dismissed him, *‘Go, you, to some other trade !’^ 

- — ^which, on Prussian evidence too, expressed in veiled terms, 
I fihd to be the fact : Militair-Lexikon^ obliged to have an arti- 
cle on Rauter, is very brief about it ; hints nothing unkind ; 
record.<( his personal intrepidity; and says, ‘in 1758 he, on 
his request, had leave to withdraw,* — poor soul, leave and 
more! 


Forcade, left to himself, kept* cannonading Thdmicoud ; 
Thteiicoud responding, would not go ; stood on his knoll of 
vantage, but gathered no strength ; “ Let him stand,** said 
Friedric^ after some time ; and Th^micoud melted in the 
ahades of night, gradually towards the hither shore of Acheron, 
“*-that is, of Acheron-Miitzel, none now attempting to pave it 
&rther, but simmering about at their sad leisure there. Feld- 
marschall Fermor is now got to his people again, or his people 
to him ; reunited in place and luck: such a chaos as Fermor^ 
meyer saw before or after. No regiment or battalion now is ; 
mere sim^et^ng monads, this fine Army ; officers doing their 
utmpSt to cobble it into something of rank, without regard 
to regimettts or qualities. Darkness seldom sank on such a 

acme. * 


U still m^re emphatically, Britift ewei cthen Pteusshchen OJpcters 

*790), 1. 34, u. sa, ^c. • 
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Wild Cossack parties are scouring over all part» of 
field ; robbing the dead, murdering the wounded ; doing Air- 
son, too, wherever posSible ; and even snatching at the Prus- 
sian cannon left rearwards, so that the Hussars have to go 
upon them again. Ong large mass of them plundetihg ih the 
Hamlet of Zichcr, the Hussars surrounded : the Cossacks 
to the outhouses ; squatted, ran, called-in the aid of fire, tfectr 
constant friend : above 400 of them were in some big barn, 
or range of straw houses ; and sct-fiie to it, — but could not 
get out for Hussars ; the Hussars were at the outgate : Not a 
devil of you ! said the Hussars ; and the whole four hundred 
perished there, choked, burnt, or slam by the Hussars, -^and 
this poor Planet was at length rid of them.^'^ 

Friedrich sends for liis tent -equipages ; and the Army 
pitches its camp in two big lines, running north and south, 
looking towards the Russian side of things ; Friedrich’s tent 
in front of the iirst line ; a warrior King among liis people, 
who have had a day’s work of it. The Russian loss turns-Out, 
when counted, to have been 21,529 killed, wounded and miss^ 
ing, 7,990 of them killed; the Prussian sum-total is 11,390 
(above the Prussian third man), of whom 3,680 slain. And 
on the shores of Acheron northward yonder, there still is a 
simmering. And far and wide the country is alight with in- 
cendiary fires, — many devils still abroad. Excellency Mit- 
chell, about eight 111 the evening, is sent-for by the King ; finds 
various chief Generals, Sdndliti among them, on their various 
businesses there ; congratulates “ on the noble victory” (not 
so conclusive hitherto) “ which Heaven has granted your Ma- 
jesty.” *‘Had It not been for him,” said Friedrich,-—** Had it 
not been for him, things would have had a bad look by this 
time !” and turned his sun-cyes upon Seidlilz, with a fine ex- 
pression in them.^^ To which SeidU^z’s reply, I fi^d, wa$ an 
embarrassed blush, and of articulate only, Hm, no, afi, it was 
your Majesty’s Cavalry that did their duty, — but Wakenitz*’ 
(my second) “does deserve promotion I” — ^which Wakenit^ 
not in a too overflowing measure, got. 

Fermor, during the night-watches, having cobftkd himself 
into some kind of ranks or rows, moves down well Hfestward 
ofZnbern Hollow ; to the Drewitz Heath, whete he once before 

U lIeldenrQeftthu.hte^ v. 166 

ii. 153. Mitchell (ti. 433) mentioos the Intempw, aUhing 
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lay, aftd there makes his bivouac in the wood* safe under the 
^6t-tirees, with the Zabern ground to front of him. By the 
'above reckoning, 28 or 29,000 still ifang to Fermor, or float 
vaitorously round him ; with Friedrich, in» his two lines, are 
some 18,000 in whole, 46,000 tired mortals sleeping there- 
abouts » near 12,000 others have fallen into a deeper sleep, 
noi liable to be disturbed ; — ^and of the wounded on the field, 
one shudders to imagine. 

Next day, Saturday 26th, Fermor, again brought into some 
kind of rank, and safe beyond the quaggy Zabern ground, 
i sent*out a proposal, “ That there be Truce of Three Days for 
burying the dead 1 ” — Dohna, who happened to be General in 
command there, answers. “ That it is customary for the Vic- 
tor to take charge of burying the slain ; that such proposal is 
surprising, and quite inadmissible, in present circumstances.’* 
Fermor, in the mean while, had drawn himself out, fronting 
his late battlefield and the morning sun ; and began cannon- 
ading across the Zabern ground ; too far off for hitting, but as 
if still intending fight : to which the Prussians replied with 
cannon, and drew-out before their tents in fighting order. In 
both armies there was question, or talk, of attacking anew ; 
but in both * there was want of ammunition,’ want of real 
likelihood. On Fermor’s side, that of “ attacking” could be 
talk only, and on Friedrich’s, besides the scarcity of ammuni- 
tion, all creatures, foot and especially horse, were so worn-out 
with yesterday’s work, it was not jfldged practically expedient. 
A while before noon, the Prussians retired to their Camp 
again ; leaving only the artillery to respond, so far as needful, 
and bow-wow across the Zabern ground, till the Russians lay 
down again. 

Friedrich’s Hussars knew of the Russian Wage^tburg, or 
general baggage reservoirs, at Klein Kamin, by this time. The 
Hussars had been in it, last night ; rummaging extensively, at 
discretion for some time ; and had brought away much money 
•anj^ portable plunder. Why Friedrich, who lay direct between 
Fermor ayd^is Wagenburg, did not, this day, extinguish said 
Wagenburg, I do not know ; but guess it may have been a 
iault of omission, in the great welter this was now grown to be 
to the weaty mind. Beyond question, if one had blown-up 
Fermbps remaining gunpowder, and carried-off or burnt his 
theal<«sacks|» he must have cowered away all the faster towards 



S6 SEVEN-YEARS WAR RISES. 

. «6th Aug, 4 d Si^ 

Xandsberg to seek more. Or perhaps Fi;iedrich tibW judged ^ 
it immaterial, and a qi^estion only of hours ? 

About midnight of Saturday-Sunday, there again rose b^* 
\^bwing, bellowing^ of Russian cannon ; not from beyond tfce 
Zabern ground this time, nor stationary anywhere, bdt 
the south some transient part of it, and not far off J — one hail 
struck a carriage near the King's tent, and shattered it Thiefe 
mist mantles everything, and it is difficult to know what the 
Russians have on hand in their sylvan seclusions. After « 
time, it becomes manifest the Russians are on retreat ; wind- 
ing round, through the southern woods, behind Zomdorf land 
the charred Villages, to Klein Kamin, Landsberg way. Frieda- 
rich, following now on the heel of them, finds all gpt to Kleiii 
Kamin, to breakfast there in their Wagenburg refectory*-^ 
sharply vigilant, many flhJies (little arrow-shaped redoubts, st>- 
named) and much artillery round them. Nothing considerable 
to be done upon them, now* or afterwards, except pick-up strag- 
glers, and distress their rear a little. The King himself, in 
the first movement, was thought to be in alarming peril, such 
a blaze of case-shot rose upon him, as he went reconnoitering 
foremost of all.^^ 

And this was, at last, the end of Zorndorf Battle ; on the 
third day this. Was there ever seen such a fight of Theseus 
and the Minotaur ! Theseus, rapid, -dextrous, with Heaven's 
lightning in his eyes, seizing the Minotaur ; lassoing him by 
the hinder foot, then by the i ight horn ; pouring steel and de- 
struction into him, the very dust darkening all the ait. Mino- 
taur refusing to die when killed ; tumbling to and fro upon its 
Theseus ; the two lugging and tugging, flinging one another 
about, and describing figures of 8 round each other for three 
days before it ended. Minotaur walking off on his own feet, 
after all.^ It was the bloodiest battle of the Seven-Years War; 
^one of the most furious ever fought ; such rage possessing the 
individual elements ; rage unusual in modern war^ iNfpiv 
have altered Friedrich’s notion of the Russians, ^wlj^n ‘he neat 
. comes to speak with Keith. It was not till the fourth dayliente 
(August 31st), so unattackably strong was this position at 
Klein Kamin, that the Russian Minotaur would* fairly get to 

Temrdhof, li. 216-38 : Tielcke, ii. 79-154 , ATcheuhdilS', I *53-64 : HiMm* 
V. 156-79 («ith many ListSt private JLcifUrs a «4 the Hke 
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^tfe feet a second time, and slowly stagger off, in real earnest, 
Landsberg way and Kdnigsberg way;-5-Friedrich right glad to 
leave t)ohna in attendance on it ; and hasten off (September 
ad) towards Saxony and Prince Henri, w8ere his presence is 
npw become very needful. 

Fertnor, walking off in this manner, — not till the third day, 

not conclusively till the seventh day, after Zorndorf, — 
Strove at first to consider himself victorious. I passed the 
night on the field of battle” (or mt far from it, for good rea- 
sons, Miitzel being bndgeless): **may not I, in the language 
of enthusiasm, be considered conqueror ? Here are 26 of their 
cannon, got when I cried ‘Arab’ prematurely. (Where the 
103 pieces of my own arc, and my 27 flags, and my Army- 
chest and sundries ? Dropped somewhere ; they will probably 
tum-up again!)” thinks Fermor, — or strives to think, and says. 
So that, at Petersburg, at Paris and Vienna, in the next three 
weeks, there were Te-Dcums^ Ambrosian chantings* fires-of- 
joy ; and considerable arguing among the Gazetteers on both 
parts, — till the dust settled, and facts appeared as they were. 
To the effect : Te Deuni non lau damns; alas no, we must 
retract ; and it was good gunpowder thrown after bad !” 

On always homewards, but at its own pace, waited-on by 
Dohna, goes the Russian Monster : violently case-shotting if 
you prick into its rearward parts. One Palmbach, — under 
Romanzow, I think, who had not taken part m the Battle, being 
out Stettin way, and unable to join till now, — Palmbach, with 
a Detachment of 15,000, which was thought sufficient for the 
object, did try to make a dgsh on Colberg, — how happy had 
we any port on the Baltic, to feed us in this Country 1 But 
though Colberg is the paltriest crow's-nest {bicoque), accord- 
ing to all engineers, and is defended only by 700 militia (the 
Colonel of them, one Heyde, a gray old Half-pay, not yet re- 
nowned in the soldier world, as he here came to be), Palmbach, 
with his best diligence, could make nothing of it ,* but, afteV 

bombarding, even sealading, and in all ways blurt- 
ing and l^azlng at a mighty rate for four weeks, and wasting 
a grdat 4 eal of gunpowder and 2,000 Russian lives, withdrew 
On those remarkable terms, And did then, as tail of Fer- 
nmri what Fermor and the Russian Monster was universally 

%%iiil 4 in'‘Getcktchie^ v. 349-36< October 1758*), a complete and 

imttiitte of this First Siege of Colbergv which is interesting to read of, as all 

thi Tbm of dtwn htt. ^ 
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doing, make^off at a good pace, — shaving nothing to live npiqfn 
farther, — and vanish from those Countries, to the 
Dohna and mankind. ^ 

September 2 d, Friedrich, leaving all that, had mardied for 
Saxony ; his presence ijrgently required there. DaUn Oaght 
to be far-on with the conquest of that Country ? Mighty have 
had it, say judges, if he had been as swift as some.~At ZoUt* 
dorf, among the Russian Prisoners were certain Generals, Sol-* 
tikof, Czernichef, Sulkowski the Pole, proud people in theijtJ 
own eyes: no lodging for them but the cellars of Cdstrin. 
Russian Generals complained, “ Is this a lodging for EleW* 
Officers of rank !” Friedrich was not used to profane 
ing, or vituperative outbursts ; but he answered to the effect : 
** Silence, ye incendiary individuals. Is there a choice left ^ 
lodgings, and for you above others!’* Upon which they lay 
silent for some days, till better suited ; in fact, till exchanged, 
— and perhaps will soon turn-iip on us again. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

BATTLK OF HOCHKIRCH. 

So soon as F riedrich quitted Bohemia and Silesia for his 
Russian Enterprise, there rose high question at Vienna, “To 
what shall our Daun now turn himself?” A Daun, a Reichs 
Army, free for new employment ; in Saxony not much tO oppose 
them, in Silesia almost nothing in comparison. “ Recapture 
of Silesia ?” Yes truly; that is the steady pole-star ajt Vienna, 
But they have no Magazines in Silesia, no Siege-fwmitures ; 
and the season is far spent. They decide that there shall be 
a stroke upon Dresden, and recovery of Saxony, in Fdednch*s 
absence. Nothing there at present but a Prince Henri, ^eak 
in numbers, say one to two of the Reichs Army by itself. Let 
the Reichs Army rise now, and advance through the Wstal 
Mountains from south-east on Prince Henri ; let Dam cijrcle 
round on him, through the Lausitz from north-east: capnoT^ 
they extinguish Henri between them ; snatch Dresden, a weak 
ill-foitified place, by sudden onslaught, and recapture Saicony? 
That will be magnanimous to our august Allies aiMl that 
will be an excellent scaffolding for recapture of Silesia heat 
year. And cannot Daun leaven Force in the Silesian VidUlties, 
— DevUle with so many thousands, Harsch with so 
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to besiege one of their Frontier Places ; Neisse, for example? 
Sie^ge-futnitures to come from Mihren : Neisse is not farther 
frojh Olrniitz than Olmiitz was from it. 

That was the scheme fallen upon ; lyiw getting executed 
while Friedrich is at 2 orndorf well away. And that, if readers 
fix it Intelligently in their memory, will suffice to introduce to 
them the few words more that can be allowed us here upon it. 
A very few words, compressed to the utmost, — merely as pre- 
face to Hochkirch, whither we must hasten ; Hochkirch being 
the one incident which, except to studious soldiers, has now 
and htflte any interest, out of the very many incidents which, 
tbott and there, were so intensely interesting to all mankind. 
TjO readers who are curious, and will take with them any poor- 
est authentic Outline of the Localities concerned,’^ the follow- 
ing condensed Note will not be unintelligible. 

Dauu and ihe Reiclis Army invade Saxony ^ in Friedrich's 
Absence^ 

* Daun, pushing-out with his best speed, along the Bohenuan-Silc 

* $ian border, had got to Zittau Au^uU \^th ; which poor City is to 
< be his basis and storehouse; the greatest activity and wagoning now 

* visible there,* — ^among the burnt walls getting iel>uilt. ‘ And m the 

days, Zweibruck and his Reitlis Ainiy are vigorously afoot; 

* ZweibriK^ pushing across the Metal Mountains, the fastest he can ; 
‘ intending to plant himself in Pima Countiy. Not to mention General 

* Bombdle, Zweibruck’s Austrian Secoiid ; who has the Austrian 1 5,000 

* with him ; and, by way of jirefacc, has emerged to westward, in 
‘ Zwickatt-Tschopau Country ; calculating that l-^rince Henri will not 

* be able to attend to him just now. And in effect Prince Ilenii, in- 

* teat upon Zweibruck and the Pima Country, takes position in the old 
^Prussian ground there (“headquaiter Gross SeidhU,” as in 1756); 
^ and can only leave a Detachment in Tschopau Country to wait upon 

* Domb^e; who does at least shoot-out Cioat parties, “quite across 

* Saxony* to Halle all the way,** and enteitaiii the Gazetteers, if lie can 
^ do little real mischief. 

^ Ammt from Zittau, Daun, after short pause, again pushes 
► * ferwar^ *^nothing but Ziethen attending him in the distance, till we 

* SBnWShefV*ard;----Margraf Karl waiting impatient, at Grussau, till 

* Zii^hen iee** Daun, soon after Zittau, shoots-out Loudon, Brandenburg 
way, as if magnanimously intending “ cooperation with the Russians 

^ winch would give Daun pleasure, could it be done without cost. 

* does dispatch a 500 hussars to Frankfurt* (Friedrich now gone 
Ibr Cuatrin), * who, I think, carry a Letter for Fermor there; but lose 

* Phmt Pf f$ a, 1 Tempelhof, iu 2^8. 360 et &«a* 
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* it by the way, ’ — ^for the benefit of readers, if they will wait. * Loudm 

* captures a poor little plac^ in Brandenburg itself; bullies it into 

* render, after a day (the very day of Zomdorf Battle, ** August 

< — place called Peitz/ garrison^ by forty*five invalids; who go 

* free withdrawal,” poor old souls, and leave their cudguous stock o£ 

* salt-victual and military furnitures to Loudon.* Upon which London^ 

* whirls back out of those Countries ; finding his skirts troddenon by 

* Ziethen,— who now sees what Daun and he are at; and warns Mar- ' 

* graf Karl* {properly Keith, who has nov^ joined again, as real preSi- 

* dent or chief) ‘ That is the way, Margraf Karl, on the slip 

* for some time past, starts from Grussau instantly (I should guess^ not 
‘ above 25,000 of all arms); leaving Fouquet with perhaps 10,060 ^do 

* his utmost, when Generals Ilarsch and Deville with their 20 or 30,000 

* come upon Silesia and him, — as indeed they are already dohig; al» 

* ready blockading Neisse, more or less, with an eye to besieging it SO 

* soon as possible. 

* Meanwhile, Serene Highness of Zweibriick, the Reichsfolk Ullid 

* some Austrians with him, prefaced by Domb^e more to westward, 

* is wending into Pima Country ; and, in spite of what Prince Henri 

* can do (Mayer and the Free Corps shiningly diligent, and Henri one 

* of the watchfulest of men), Zweibruck does get in ; sets Maguire with 

* Austrians upon besieging Pima, that is to say, the SonnenStein of 

* Pima; 3^- 5/A September y gets the Sonnenstein, a thought sooner than 

* was counted on f and roots himself there, — headquarters in Stmp- 

* pen” again, bridge at Ober-Raden” again, all as in 1756; wl^ci, 
if nothing else can well do it, may give his Highness a momentairy 

* interest with some readers here. Prince Henri is at Gross ScidUtz, 

* alive every fibre of him : but with Daun circling round to northward 

* on his left, intending evidenU^y to take him in flank or rear 5 with 
' Dombale already to rear, in the above circumstances, on his right; 

* and Zweibruck himself lying here in front free to act, and ItaprCg- 

* nable if acted upon : what is Prince Henri to do ? It is for Honri’s 

* rear, not his flank, that Daun aims: August 26/A, Daun, Who had 

* got to Gbrlitz, a march or two from Zittau, started again at hH best 

* step by the Bautzen Highway towards Meissen Bridge, a 70 or 80 

* miles down the Elbe : there l)aun intends to cross, and to double- 

* back upon Dresden and Prince Henri j who will thus find himseff 
‘^enclosed between three fires, — if two were not enough, or even If one 

* (the Daun one itself, or the ZWeibruck itself, not to count the Pqm- 

* bale), in such strength as Prince Henri has ! 

* A lost Prince Henri, — if there be not shift in him, df there be^hot 

* help coming to him ! Prince Henri, seeing how it was,^rew^baek 

* from Gross Seidlitz ; with beautiful suddenness, ope night; ni|ino<% 

* lasted : in the morning, Zweibriick’s hussars find 
‘pugnable on the Heights of Gahmig, — which is nearer 

® In JFfeietfH-Ct&chkhtify v. B2g-a32, the * Capitulation t» eximso. 
s In BsUien-GeAckickte, v. aaj-aaS, account of this poor SiOgCji Sud of the laoVe* 
meiits before and after. 
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i* 0^0d step; nearer Domblle; and not so ready to be enclosed by X)aun, 

^ * Without enclosure of Dresden too. Prince Henries manoeuvring, in 
I ^ thk di^Scttlt situation, is the admiration of military men t how he 
^ ^ittick by Gahmigj but threw-out, in the vital |>oims, little camps, 

^ ^^easnp of Kessclidorf ** {a place memorable), on the west of Dres- 

* den; and on the east, in the north Suburb of Dresden itself, across 
^ Ithe River ^should we have to go across the River for Daunts sake), 

* 1 ^ strong abatis;^* and neglected nothing; self, and everybody under 
^ him, lively as eagles to make themselves dangerous, Mayer in parti- 

* cular distinguishing himself much. Prince Henri would have been 

* a hard morsel for Daun. But beyond that, there is help on the road.* 

JPtudnch intervening^ Daun draws back; intrenches himself 
in Neighbourhood to Dresden and Fir7ia; Friedrich follow^ 
inghint. Four Armies standing thercy in deaddock^for a 
Month; with Issue, a Flank-march 07i the Part of Fried- 
ricKs Army, — which halts at Hochkirch (September 12 th 
—October loth, 1758.) 

‘Daun, since August 26th, is striding towards Meissen 
Bridge ; without rest, day after day, at the very top of his 
speedy— which I find is * nine miles a day Bos being heavy 
of foot, at his best September ist, Daun has got within ten 
miles of Meissen Bridge, when — Here is news, my friends ; 
King of Prussia has beaten our poor Russians ; will soon be in 
full march this way ! King of Prussia and Margraf Karl both 
bending hitherward ; at the rate, s?,y, of ‘ nineteen miles a day,* 
instead of nine: — Meissen Bridge is not the thing we shall 
want! Daun instantly calls halt, at this news ; waits, intrenches ; 
an4» in a day or two, finding the news true, hurries to rearward 
all he can. From the Russian side too, Daun has heard of 
2orndorf, and the grand ** Victory” of Fermor there ; but knows 
well, by this sudden reemergence of the Anti-Fermor, what 
kind of Victory it is. 

Was it here while waiting about Meissen, or where was 
that Daun got his Letter to Fermor answered in that singular 
way'^"“'The^etter of two weeks ago, — carried by JLoudon’s 
Hussjirs* ar by whomsoever, — for certain, it was retorted, or 
returned upon Daun ; not as if from the Dead-Letter Office, 
but with an .Answer he little expected 1 Here is what record 
I have; very vague for a well-known little fact of sparkling 
nature: 

^ Tcrapelhof, ii. a6x. 
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*A curious Letter fell into Fnedrich’s hands’ (Bearer, I always 
guess Loudon Hussar Captain with his 500, pretending to f(MI 
junction with Fermor), ‘ Prussian Hussars picking it up somewhere,-— 

* date, place, arcurnsti^ices, bluired mto oblivion m those poor Boottei 

* Letter itself indisputable enough, and Answer following on it. Letter 

* and Answer substantially to this effect 

*Daun io Fc'tmof (Probably from Zittau, by Loudon's 
Hussars). 

** Your Lxcellenz does not know that wily Enemy as I do. By no 
** means get into battle with such a one Cautiously manoeuvre about; 
** detain him there, till I Ini t got my stroke m Saxony done : don’t 
try fighting him — Daujsi ” 

*Anmer as fiom Fennor (Zoindoif once done, Daun, by the 
‘ first opportunity got Ins Answer, duly signed “FeimOr,** 
‘ but evidently m a ceitam King’s handwriting) 

“ \ our Lxcdluv was m the nght to warn me against a cunning 
** Enemy, whom you knew better than I Here have I tried fighting 
“ him, and got beaten \our unfoitunate — F lrmor 

September 9th, f ncdrich and Margraf Karl, correct to thei^r 
appointment, meet at Grossenhayn, some miles north of Meissen 
and Its Budge , b> which time Daun is clean gone again, back 
well above Dicsden again, stiongly posted at Stolpeu (a place 
we once hcaid of, in Genual Haddicks tune, last Year), well 
m contact with Daun s Piin^ friends acioss the River, and out 
of dangerous nughboui hoods 1 iitdrich and the Margrafhave 
followed Daun at quirk step , but Daun would pause nowhere, 
till he got to Stolpen, among the bushy gullets and cha^stns* 
Septembei 12th, I ncdiich had speech of Hemi, and the plowk- 
suie of dining with him m Dicsdcn Glad to meet again, under 
foitunate management on both parts , .md with much to speak 
and consult about 

^ A day or two before, thc’-e had lam ^oi is said to hav# lain) 
a grand scheme m Daun /weibiuck Ip buist-opt from 
by daybicak, and attack the Camp ofGahmig m 
against 2o,oco), Daun to cioss the Kivci on ponto^ns^ some 
honrs before, under c loud of night, and be ready on tcaif and 
left flank of Gabmig (with as man> sup])itmental thousands as 

s MulW, I S kt tsdun tV&u (Baring, 

mwhom, Knc iniht,unntcr Kiln t r\ t,i\ n in tn intcll fowjtt Tms 
MiUltrsF (J i. inuut nously 1 i« t Simun n > » t il» « > tSKnti il partlCMBW*, 
*umI ^^lth ill tlu I tith lMtn«. cii unc < ppeipitt J uuitHftnt Mutter, thw on<f, 
POt } fftlasof Mull< r (U/as SthcUmullu bj inj im in • 
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like): what can save Prince Henri ? Beautiful plan ; on 
.whkh there were personal meetings i«nd dinings together by 
Stweibriick and Daun ; but nothing done.® At the eleventh 
^hour, say the Austrian accounts, ZweibriicK sent word, Im- 
possible tomorrow ; cannot get in my Out^Parties in time !’* — 
and next day, here is Friedrich come, and a collapse of every- 
thing. Or perhaps there never seriously was such a plan? 
Certain it is, Daun lakes camp at Stolpcn, a place known to 
himi one of the strongest posts in Germany; intrenches him- 
self to the teeth, — good rearguard towards Zittau and the Maga- 
zines ; River and Pirna on our left flank ; Loudon strong and 
busy on our right flank, barring the road to Bautzen; — and 
obstinately sits there, a very bad tooth in the jaw of a certain 
King ; not to be extracted by the best kinds of forceps and the 
skilfulest art, for nearly a month to come. Four Armies, Fried- 
rich’s, Henri’s, Daun’s, Zweibruck’s, all wdthin sword-stroke of 
each other, — the universal Gazetteer world is on tiptoe. But 
excq>t Fdedrich’s eager shiftings and rubbings upon Stolpen 
(west side, north, and at length north-east side), all is dead- 
and nothing comes of it. 

Friedrich has his food convenient from Dresden ; but a road 
to Bautzen withal is what he cannot do without ; — and there 
iies the sorrow, and the aching^ as this tooth knows well, and 
this jaw well! Harsch and Deville are busy upon Neissc, have 
Haisse under blockade, perhaps up#n Koscl too, for some time 
past,^ and are carting the siege-stork to begin bombardment: 
a road to Silesia, before very long, Friedrich must and will have. 
Friedrich’s operations on Daun in this post are patiently artful, 
and curious to look upon, but beyond description here: enough 
to say, that in the second week he makes his people hut them- 
aelves (weather wet and bad) ; and in, the fourth week, finding 
that nothing contrivable would provoke Daun into fighting, — 
he loads at Dresden provisions for I think nine days ; makea^ 
jro m two or from three sides, a sudden spurt upon Loudon, 
whTff?T!Sur!% northern outpost; brushes Loudon hastily away ; 
and lipmsftf takes the road for Bautzen, by Daun’s right flank, 
throw bare in this manner.** 

Road for Bautzen ; which is the road for Zittau withal, for 
5 T<M«|)elho'r, it 268-265. 

“ Nttiswe * blockaded more and more’ hince August 4th (Koscl fetill cnrlicr, but 
^onlyi^yJ^^mdo«lr people) ; not completely hO td) Jycptembt r 30th, or even rfU October 
v. 070 '» n. ^^70 
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Daun’s breadbasket, as well as for Neisse and Harsch I Mine- 
days provision; that is our small outfit, that and our own tights 
hands; and the waste world lies all ahead. Octoberist^ Retsow, 
as vanguard, sweeps-out the few Croats from Bautxen, deposits 
his meal-wagons there ; occupies Hochkirch, and the hilly en* 
virons to east ; is to take possession df Weissenfoerg especiaHy, 
and of the Stromberg Hill and other strong points ; which 
Retzow punctually does, forgetting nothing, — except perhaps 
the Stromberg, not quite remembered in time; a thing of 
small consequence in Retzow's view, since all else had gone 
right. 

Hearing of which, Daun, with astonishment, finds that he 
must quit those beautifully chasmy fastnesses of Stolpen, and 
look to his bread ; which is getting to lie under the enemy*s 
feet, if Zittau road be left yonder as it is. October after 
councils of war and deliberation enough, Daun gets under way 
cautiously, favoured by a night very dark and wet, glides 
through to right of Friedrich’s people, softly along between 
Bautzen and the Pirna Country; nobody molesting him, so 
dark and wet : and after one other march in those bosky soli- 
tudes, sits down at Kittlitz, — ahead or to east of Bautzen, of 
Hochkirch, of Retzow and all Friedrich’s people ; — and again 
sets to palisading and intrenching there. Kittlitz, near Ldbau, 
there is Daun’s new headquarter ; Lobau Water, with its in- 
tricate hollows, his line of defence : his posts going out a mile 
to north and to south of Kittlitz. And so sits ; once more 
blocking Zittau road, and quietly waiting what Friedrich Will 
do. 

Friedrich is at Bautzen since the 7th ; impatient enough 
to be forward, but must not till a second larger provision-con- 
voy from Dresden come in. Convoy once in, Friedrich hastens 
off, Tuesday loth October, towards Weissenberg Country, where 
Retzow is ; some ten or twelve miles to eastward, — ZUtau- 
<^ard, if that chance to suit us; Silesia -ward, as is sure to suit. 
At the “ Pass of Jenkowitz,” short way from Bautzeru 
attempt our baggage ; need to be battered off, arfa again off: 
which apprises Friedrich that Daun’s whole Army is alw$id in 
the neighbourhood somewhere. Marching on, Friedrich, from 
the knoll of Hochkirch, shoulder of the southern Hills, gets 
complete view of Daun, — stretching north and south, at right 

• • Tempelhof, ii. a79. 
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$ to ttte Zittau roads and to Friedrich, in the way we de- 
d;-*^and is^a little surprised, and I could guess piqued, 
a| seeing Daun m such a state of forlfrardiness. «♦ Encamp 
here, then I" he says,-^here, on this row of IJeights parallel to 
Baun^ within a mile of Daun: just here, I tell you ! under the 
T^ery nose of Daun, who is above two to one of us ; and see 
what Daun will do. Marwjtz, his favourite Adjutant, one of 
tho^e free-spoken Marwitzes, loyal, skilful, but liable to stiff fits, 
tahes the bberty to remonstrate, argue ; says at length, He, 
Marwit^ dare not be concerned in marking-out such an en- 
csmp^ent ; not he, for his poor part ! And is put under arrest ; 
and another Adjutant does it; cannon playing on his people 
and liitn while engaged in the operation. 


Friedrich’s obstinate rashness, this Tuesday Evening, has 
not wanted Its abundant meed of blame, — rendered so emphatic 
by what befell on Satiurday morning next. His somewhat too 
authoritative fixity; a certain fadiancy of self-confidence, dan- 
gerous to a man ; his sovereign contempt of Daun, as an inert 
dark maas, who durst undertake nothing : all this is undeni- 
atj^» and worth our recognition in estimating Friedrich. One 
ciott^derably extenuating circumstance docs at last turn up, — 
ip the shape of a new piece of blame to the erring Friedrich ; 
his sudden anger, namely, against the meritorious General 
Eeiisow ; his putting Retzow undci aii|;st that Tuesday Even- 
ing : ** How, General Retzow ? Yos have not taken hold of 
the Stroihberg forme!” That is the seciet of Retzow: and 
on Studying the ground you will find that the Stromberg, a 
blunt tabular Hill, of good height, detached, and towering well 
up over all that region, might have rendered Friedrich's posi- 
tion perfectly safe. Seize me the Stromberg tomorrow morn- 
ing, the first thing I” ordered Friedrich. And a Detachment 
went accordingly ; but found Daun’s people already there, — 
indisposed to go ; nay determined not to go, and getting rein - 1 
forced ^jg^miited amounts. So that the Stromberg wns left 
Stau4mg, XnS'remamed Daun’s ; furmshed with plenty of can- 
non byDatitb. Retzow’s arrest, Retzow being a steady favourite 
Of Friedrich’s, was only of a few hours ; “ pardonable that over- 
rigk,’'* thinks Friedrich, though it came to cost him dear. For 
the rest; 1 find, Friedrich’s keeping of this Camp, without the 
Stromberg, was intended to end, the third day hence ; “^atur- 
VQu nn. y 
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day I4tli, then, since Friday proves impossible T* Friedrich 
bad s^ed. And it did end Saturday X4th, though at an ear* 
lier and with other results than had been expected. 
Keith seid, ''The? Austrians deserve to be hanged if they don't 
attack us here/* " We must hope they are more afraid of us 
than even of the gallows/* answered Friedrich. A very dan- 
gerous Camp ; untenable without the Stromberg* Let us' tty 
to understand it, and Daun*s position to it, in some slight 
degree. 

' Hochkirch (//?<n^ldrk) is an old Wendish-Saxon Vijlage, standing 

* pleasantly on its Hilltop, conspicuous for miles round on all rides, or 
‘ on all but the south side, where it abuts upon other Heigltts, nynirii 
' gradually rise into Hills a good deal higher than it. The Village 

* hangs confusedly, a jumble of cottages and colegarths, on the crown 

* and north slope of the Height ; thatched, in part tiled, and built 
' mostly of rough stone blocks, in our time, — not of wood, as probably 

* in Friedrich’s. A solid, sJuttishly comfortable-looking Village j with 

* pleasant hay-ficlds, or long narrow hay stripes (each villager has his 

* stripe), reaching down to the northern levels. The Church is n^ar 
' the top ; Churchyard, and some little space farther, are nearly hori- 
' zontal ground, till the next Height begins sloping up again towards 

* the woody Hills southward. The view from this little esplanade atop, 

* still better from the Church belfry, is wide and pretty. Fmc vn all 

* sides except the south : pleasant Heights and Hollows, of mnble, nf 

* wood, or pasture; well- watered by rushing Brooks, all making north* 

‘ ward, direct for Spree (the Berlin Spree), or else into the L^bai^ 
‘ Water, which is the firsf big branch of Spree. 

* The place is still partl^ of Wendish speech ; the Favspn has to 

* preach one half of the Sunday in Wend, the other in Genttam Among 

* the Hills to south,’ well worth noting at present, 'is one called Cswr- 
‘ or "Devil’s Hill;” where the Wendish Devil and his Wi^es 
‘ (equal to any German on his Blocksberg, or pietematuraX Brocken 
‘ of the Harz) hold Iheir annual Wifches^-^cMatky — a thing not*to be 
' contemplated without a shudder by the Wendish mind. Hiereabduts, 

‘ and close from Hochkirch southward, all is shadowy intricacy of 

* thicket and wild wood. Northward too from Hodikirch, atid all 
^ ' about, 1 perceive the scene was woodier then than now ; — iosnijk must 

* have looked picturesque enough (had anybody been in quest of thqi), 

' with the multifarious uniforms, and tented people sprinEISd^ and 

* wide among the leafy ned-and^yellow of October 1758.’** ^ 

In the Village of Wuiscbke, inred^dly at the northeru base 
of that ihaggy Czarngbog or 0 evil*a HilJ, stand Loudon and 
3,000 Croats and grenadiers, as the extreme left of Daun's 
. W Tourist’s Itote, Septwinber 1858. 
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|k>sition. Wuis>chke is nearly straight south of Hochkirch ; so 

westward has Loudon pushed forward with his Croats, hid^ 
4 cn among the Hills ; though Daun’s general position lies a 
good mile to east of Friedrich’s:— irregularlg nerth and south, 
both Friedrich and Daun ; the former ignorant what Croats 
and Jubudonties there maybe among those Devil’s Hills to his 
right ; the latter not ignorant. Friedrich’s right wing, Keith 
in command of it, stretches to Hochkirch and a little farther : 
beyond Hochkirch, it has Four flank Battalions in potence form, 
yith proper vedettes and pickets ; and above all, with a strong 
Batfery of Twenty Guns, which it maintains on the next Height 
immediately adjoining Hochkirch, and perceptibly higher than 
Hochkirch. This is the finis of Keith on his right ; and, — ex- 
cept those vedettes, and pickets of Frce-corps people, thrown- 
out a little way ahead into the bushes, on that side,— Fried* 
rich’s right wing knows nothing of the shaggy elevations horrent 
with wood, which lie to southward ; and merely intends to play 
its Twenty Cannon upon them, should they give birth to any- 
thing. This is Friedrich’s posture on his right or south 
wing. 

From Hochkirch northward, or nearly so, but sprinkled 
about in all the villages and points of strength, as far up as 
Drehsa and beyond Drehsa, to near Kotit^, a less important 
village, Friedrich extends about four miles ; centre at Rodewitz, 
where his own headquarter is, above two miles north of Hoch- 
kirch. Not far from Rodewitz, but a little to left and ahead, 
stands his second and best Battery, of Thirty Guns ; ready to 
play upon Lauska, a poor village, and its roadway, should the 
Austrians try anything there, or from their Stromberg post, 
which is a good mile behind Lauska. His strength, in these 
lines, some count to be only 28,000, or less. Four or five miles 
to north-east, in and behind Wcis^cnberg (which wc used to 
know last summer), lies Retzow, with perhaps 10 or 13,000, 
which will bring him up to 40,000, were they properly joined 
#rith hi m^^ a left wing. Daun’s force counts 90,000; with 
Frieclrichlyfhg under his nose in this insolent manner. 

Dttun% headquarter, as we said, is Kittlitz; a Village some 
two miles short of L6bau, in the direction south-east of Fried- 
rich ; perhaps five miles to south-east of Rodewitz, Friedrich’s 
lodging. It is close upon the Bautzen-2Iittau Highway; Zittau 

♦ PJjLfl, p. 
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some twenty miles to south of it, Herrnhuth and the pacific 
Brethren about halfway thither. Kittlitr lies more to south 
than Hochkirch itself ; and Daun’s outposts, as we saw, circle 
quite round among those DeviVs Hills, and envelop Friedrich’s 
right flank. But Daun’s main force lies chiefly northward, 
and well to west, of Kittlitr ; parallel to Friedrich, ahd east- 
ward of him ; with elaborate intrenchments ; every village# 
brook, bridge, height and bit of good ground, Strombetg to 
end with, punctually secured. Obliquely over the Stromberg, 
holding the Stromberg and certain Villages to south-east and 
to north-west of it, lies D’Ahremberg, as right wing : about 
ao,ooo he, put into oblique potence; looking into Kotits, 
which is Friedrich’s extreme left; and in a good measure 
dividing Friedrich from the Retzow 10,000. And lastly, as 
reserve, in front of Reichenbach, eight or nine miles to east 
of all that, lies the Prince of Baden -Durlach, 25,000 or so; 
barring Retzow on that side, and all attempts on the Silesian 
Road there. Daun’s lines, not counting-in the southern out- 
posts or Devil’s-Hill parties, arc considerably longer than 
Friedrich’s, and also considerably deeper. The two head- 
quarters arc about five miles apart : but the two fronts,-— 
divided by a brook and good hollow running here (one of 
many such, making all for Lobau Water), — are not half a 
mile apart. Towards Hochkirch and the top of this brook, 
the opposing posts are quite crammed close on one another; 
divided only by their hollow. Many brooks, each with a 
definite hollow, run tinkling about here, swift but straitened 
to get out ; especially Lobau Water, which receives them 
all, has to take a quite meandering circling course (through 
Daun’s quarters and beyond them) before it can disembogue 
in Spree, and decidedly set out for Berlin under that new 
name. The Landscape, — seen from Hochkirch Village, still 
better from the Church-steeple which lifts you high above it, 
4 nd commands all round except to the south, where Friedrich’s 
battery-height quite shuts you in, and bides even 
Hills beyond, — is cheerful and pretty. Village belfrie'^, steeples 
and towers ; airy green ridges of heights, and intricate greener 
valleys; now rather barer than you like. The Tourist tells 
me, in Friedrich’s time there must have been a great deal 
more of wood than now. 
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. Wkat aduaily befell at Hochkircifk (Saturday 14th 

October 1758). 

Friedrich, for some time, — probably ever since Wednesday 
tttorniug, when he found the Stromberg was not to be his, — 
bad decided to be out of this bad post. In which, clearly 
enough# nothing was to be done, unless Daun would attempt 
something else than more and more intrenching and palisad- 
ing himself. Friedrich on the second day (Thursday 12th) 
rode across to Weissenberg, to give Retzow his directions, and 
take view of the ground : “Saturday night, Herr Retzow, sooner 
it cannot be’* (Friedrich had aimed at Friday night, but finds 
the Provision-convoy cannot possibly be up); “Saturday night, 
in all silence, we sweep round out of this, — we and you ; — 
hurl Baden-Durlach about his business ; and are at Schops 
and Reichenbach, and the Silesian Highway open, next morn- 
ing, to us Quietly everything is speeding on towards this 
consummation, on Friedrich’s part. But on Daun’s part there 
is, — started, I should guess, on the very same Thursday, — 
another consummation getting ready, which is to fall-out on 
Saturday mornings fifteen hours before that other, and entirely 
supersede that other ! — 

Keith*s opinion, that the Austrians deserve to be hanged if 
they don’t attack us here, is also Loudon’s opinion and Lacy’s, 
and indeed everybody’s, — and at lei#gth Daun’s own ; who de- 
termines to try something here, if never before or after. His 
plan, all judges admit, was elaborate and good ; and was well- 
executed too, — Daun himself presiding over the most critical 
part of the execution. A plan to have ruined almost any Army, 
except this Prussian one and the Captain it chanced to have. 
A universal camisado, or surprisal of Friedrich in his Camp, 
before daylight : everybody knows that it took effect (Hoch- 
kirch, Saturday 14th October 1758, 5 a.m. of a misty morn-* 
ing); *iobody expects of an unassisted fellow-creature much 
li^t on scTHiubly dark a thing. But the truth is, there are 
ample# accounts, exact, though very chaotic ; and the thing, 
SteadUy examined, till its essential features extricate them- 
selves from the unessential, proves to be not quite so unin- 
telligible, and nothing like so destructive# overwhelming and 
ruinous as was supposed. • 

u Tempelhof, u. 320# 
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Daw’s plan is very elaborate, and includes a gr<^at mmf 
combinations ; all his 90,000 to come into it, simultaneous!^ 
or in succession. / But the first and grandly vital part, tosAth 
spring and father to aH the rest, is this : That DaUn^ in pouf- 
son, after nightfall of Friday, shall, with the pick of hiS^foreet 
say 30,000 horse and foot, with all their artilleries d.hd[ tools, 
silently quit his now position in front of Hochfckch, Friefirich'S 
right wing. Shall sweep off, silently to southward attS left- 
ward, by Wuischkc ; thence westward and northward, by fM 
northern base of those Devil Mountains, through the 
hollows and thick woods there, hitherto inhabited by 
only, and unknown to the Prussians : forward, evter 
through the night-watches that way; till hfe has fairly got t6 
the flank of Hochkirch and Friedrich : Daun to be standing 
there, all round from the southern envirohs of Hochkirdb, 
westward through the woods, by McschWitr, Steindhrfel, ifid 
even north to Waditz (if readers will consult their Map), 
silently enclosing Fnedrich, as in the bag of a net, in this 
manner ; — ready every man and gun by about four on Satur- 
day morning. Arc to wait for the stroke of five in HocHkirCh 
steeple ; and th '‘re and then to begin business, — there first ; 
but, on success there, the whole 90,000 everywhere, ~and to 
draw the strings on Fnedrich, and bag and strangle his aston- 
ished people and him. 

The difficulty has been to keep it perfectly secret from So 
vigilant a man as Fnedrich : but Daun has Completely suc- 
ceeded. Perhaps Friedrich’s eyes have been a little diinmed 
by contempt of Daun : Daun, for the last tWo days especially, 
has been more diligent than ever to palisade himself on every 
point ; nothing, seemingly, on hand but felling woods, build- 
ing abatis, against some dangerous Lion’s-Sprmg, They say 
also, he detected a traitor in his Camp ; traitor carrying I,et- 
Hers to Friedrich under pretence of fresh eggs, — one of the 
eggs blown, and a Note of Daun*s Procedures st 4 giltj|ted m 
yolk. “You are dead, sirrah,” said Daun j “hoisted to the 
“ highest gallows : Are not you ? But put-in a Slote of rhy 
“ dictating, and your beggarly life is saved.” Bict^Ow |*wtior, 
though there is no evidence except of the circumstatittel kind, 
thinks this current story may be tTqe.i® Certain it is* neither 
Friedrich nor any of his people had the least su^icloh of 
M RetWtr, I 
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project, titt the tooment it exploded oi 4 them, when 
the doclc at Hochkirch sttuck five. £)auii, in the last two 
been felling even more trees than they are aware 
4 f,*v*th( 0 wisands of trees in those Devil’s wildernesses to Fried- 
felfs tight ; and has secretly hewn himscit* roads, passable 
iyynS^for men and ammunition-wagons there and in front 

of Ffeltich, especially Hochkirch way, Daun seemS busier 
than Wer felling wood, this Friday night ; numbers of people 
jlfdimiag about with axes, with lanterns over there, as if in the 
)pi}tsh hurry, and making a great deal of noise. ** Intending 
rdtreal for^ittau tomorrow!” thinks Friedrich, as the false 
i^-ycgc had taught him; or merely, ‘‘That poor precautionary 
fellowf* supposing the false yolk a myth. In short, Daun has 
got through his nocturnal wildernesses with perfect success# 
lUid stands, dreamt-of by no enemy, in the places appointed 
for hw 30,000 and him; and that poor old clock of Hochkirch, 
unwearie^y grunting forward to the stroke of five, will strike-up 
fbmetUng it is little expecting! — 

The Prussians . have vedettes, pickets and small outposts 
efFnee-corps people scattered about within their border of that 
Austrian Wood, the body of which, about Hochkirch as every- 
where dse, belongs wholly to Croats. Of course there are guard- 
parfies, sentries duly vigilant, in the big Battery to south-east 
ef Hochtoch, — and along south-westward in that potence, or 
fore-arm ^f Four Battalions, whicl\arc stationed there. Four 
good Battalions looking southward there, with Cavalry to right ; 
Ziethen’s Cavalry,-— whose horses stand saddled through the 
night, rea^ always for the nocturnal “ Pandourade,” which 
Seldom fails^them. There, as elsewhere, are the due vigilances, 
watchmen, Vatch-fires. The rest of the Prussian Army is in 
its blankets, ^wholly asleep, while Daun stands waiting ifor the 
stroke of five* 

That Dauh, bursting-in with his chosen 30,000, will tran^- 
ole-down the Sleeping Prussian pdience at Hochkirch; capture 
^ts big Battery to left, hs Village of Hochkirch to rear, and do 
eattepsiVsiruin t>n the whole right wing of Friedrich ; rendering 
Friedrich evetWhere Un easy conquest to the rest of Daun’s 
pec^le, who sdind, far and wide, duly posted and prepared, 
waitii^ only thW signal from Hochl^ch : much of this, aB 
of 4 t had regard to Hochkirch Battery and Village, and 
thePruit^iaiis stmoned there, Daun did execute. And leaders. 
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from the data they have got, mvist conceive the manner of % 
-—human description the next Two Hours, about Hochkirch# 
in the thick darkness there, and stormful sudden inroads and 
stormful resistance made, being manifestly an impossible thi;tg» 
Nobody was ‘‘massacred in his bed,*’ as the sympathetic 
setteers fancied ; nobody was killed, that I hear of, wi^ottt 
arms in his hand : but plenty of people perished, fierce Of 
humour, on both sides ; and from half-past five till towards 
eight, there was a general blaze of fiery chaos pushiijig-out 
ever and anon, swallowed in the belly of Night again, st|ch a$ 
was seldom seen in this world. Instead of confused 
and wearisome enumeration of particulars, which nObody 
would listen to or understand, we will give one intelligent 
young gentleman’s experience, our friend Tempelhofs,^ who 
stood in this part of the Prussian Line ; experience distinct 
and indubitable to us ; and which was pretty accurately sym** 
bolical, I Otherwise see, of what befell on all points there- 
abouts. Faithfully copied, and in the essential parts not even 
abridged, here it is : 

Tempclhof, at that lime a subaltern of artillery, was statioiied widi 
a couple of a4-pouiulers in attendance on the Battalion Plothow^ whidx 
with three olliois nnd some cavalry lay to the south side of Ho^hkirch, 
forming a kind of lore-auii or poteitce there to right of the big Battery, 
with their loor to llodikirch; and keeping vedettes and free-corps 
parties spread-out into the woods and Devil’s Hills ahead, f’etnpelhof 
had risen about three, as usual; had his guns and gunners ready; and 
was standing by the watch-fiie, ‘ expecting the customary BandoUrade,’ 
and what form it would take this morning. “ Close onj&ve o’clock; 
and not a mouse stirring! We aie not to have our Pandovrade, then?” 
On a sudden, noise bursts-out; noise enough, sharp fiite among the 
Free-corps people; fire growing ever sharper, noisier, fo7 the next half 
hour, but nothing whatcvci to be seen. ‘ Battalion Plojhow had’soon 

* got its clothes on, all to the spatterdashes; and took raak to right; and 

* left of the flkhcy anii of my two guns, in front of it/ post ; hut on 
\ account of the thick fog eveiything was totally dafk. 1 hred off 

* my caimons’ (shall we say straight southward?) Hj learn Whether 

* there was anything in front of us. No answer: there— ^ 

* Pshaw, a mere crackery {Gehnacher) of Pandoum aid OttrJPrec-corps 

* people, after all !” But the noise grew louder, and ^sime ever nSarer; 

* I turned my guns towards it’ (southward, south-eas^ard, or perhaps 
a gun each way ?)— ‘ and here we had a salvo in response, from some 
‘ battalions who seemed to be two hundred yards ir so ahead. The 

* Battalion Plothow hereupon gave fire; I too plied my cannons what 

* 1 could,— 'Und had perhaps delivered fifteen double shots from them^ 



©Bp-tcw. BATTLE OF HOCHKIRCH. 7*3 

Oct t758» 

'* when at once I tumbled to the ground, and lost all consciousness* for 
Itme minates or moments* j 

Awakening with the blood running down his face, poor Tempelhof 
eoncluded it had been a musket-shot in the hes^; but on getting to 
his hands and knees, he found the place ‘full of Austrian grenadiers, 

* who had crept-in through our tents to rear ; and tliat it had been a 

* knock with Uie butt of the musket from one of those fellows, and not 

* a bullet,* that had struck him down. Battalion Blothow, assailed on 
^ sides, resisted on all sides; and Tempelhof saw from the ground,—* 
X suppose, by the embers of walchfircs, and by rare flashes of musketry, 
for &iey did not fire much, having no room, but smashed and stabbed 
and cut, — ‘ an infantry fight which in murderous intensity surpasses 
‘ imagination, I was taken prisoner at this turn ; but soon after got 

* delivered by our cavalry again. 

This latter circumstance, of being delivered by the Cavalry, 
I find to be of frequent occurrence in that first act of the busi- 
ness there: the Prussian Battalion, surprised on front and 
rear, always makes murderous fight for itself ; is at last over- 
whelmed, obliged to retire, perhaps opening its way by bay- 
onet-charge ; — upon which our Cavalry (Zicthen's, and others 
that gathered to him) culting-in upon the disordered surprisers, 
cut them into flight, rescue the prisoners, and for a time rein- 
state matters. The Prussian battalions do not run (nobody 
runs) ; but when repulsed by the endless odds, rally again. 
The big Battery is not to be had of them without fierce and 
dogged struggle ; and is retaken more than once or twice. 
Still fiercer, more dogged, was the ^^trugglc in Hochkirch Vil- 
lage; especially in Hochkirch Church and Churchyard, — 
whither the Battalion Margraf-Karl had flung themselves ; the 
poor Village soon taking fiire about them. Soon taking fire, 
and continuing to be a scene of capture and recapture, by the 
flame-light ; while Battalion Margraf-Karl stood with invincible 
stubbornness, pouring death from it ; not to be compulsed by 
the raging tide of Austrian grenadiers ; not by ‘ six Austrian 
battalions,* by * eight,* or by never so many. Stood at bay 
fjiere ; leveling whole masses of them, — till its cartridges were 
spent, all to one or two per man; and Major Lange, the 
heroio Ca^ain of it, said, “ We shall have to go, then, my 
men; let us cut ourselves through T-— and did so, in an hon- 
ourably invincible manner ; some brave remnant actually 
getting through, with Lange himself wounded to death. 

X think it was not till towards six o’clock that tb^ right 
u Tempelhof, ii. 394 A. 
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irenerally became aware what the case was: thait 

a Randoarade, ye$;** — though what it might be* in the thidh 
log which had fallen, blotting-out all vestiges of daylight* nobody 
could well say. Rallied Battalions* tdi^orced by thjiit or tbe 
other Battalion hurrying-ujp from leftward* always chaig^lh 
upon the enemy, in Hochkirch or wherever he is busy; gene- 
rally push him back into the Night ; but are then falien^'Upcm 
on both flanks by endless new strength, and obliged tO 
back in turn. And Ziethen’s Horse* in the mean while* do 
eJtecution ; breaking-in on the tumultuous victors ; iteW Cui- 
rassiers, Gensdarmes dashing-up to help, so soon as saddle^* 
and charging with a will : so that, on the whole, the eulmy* 
variously attempting, could make nothing of us on that west^ 
ern, or rearward side, — thanks mainly to Ziethen ahd the 
Horse. Had we but waited till three or four of our Bat- 
talions had got up!” say the Prussian narrators. But it W 
thick mist ; few yards ahead you cannot see at all, unless ft 
be flame ; and close at hand, all things and figures waver ihdiis- 
tinct, — hairy outlines of blacker shadows on a ground of black. 

It must have been while Lange was still fighting, perhaps 
before Lange took to the Church of Hochkirch, scarcely later 
than half-past six (but nobody thought of pulling-out his watch 
in such a business !) — about six, or half-past six, when Keith, 
who has charge of this wing, and lodges somewhere below or 
north oi Hochkirch, came^to understand that his big Battery 
was taken ; that here was such a Pandourade as had not been 
before ; and that, of a surety, said Battery must be temken. 
Keith springs on horseback; hastily takes ‘Battalion Kan- 
nacker* and several remnants oi others ; rushes upwards* 
* leaving Hochkirch a little to right ; direct upon the big Bat- 
‘ tery.* Recaptures the big Battery. But is $et-upon by over- 
wheiming multitudes, bent to have ft back;—- is passionate 
for new assistance in this vital point ; but can get none^ had 
Tbeen * disarted by both his Aide-de*cainps,* says poor J6hn 
Tebay, a wandering English horse-soldier, who Mtehds him 
as mounted groom ; * asked twenty times, and twenty more, 
“Where are my Aide-de-camps 1” — ^but dodld get flo re- 

H Cockc«y and Goud/* hh catta thieror-(C'<?^'«y/ whose Father the 

Kaapr we have seen, and whose sell),— who both ia ftioeeswon, stni6k 

Into Hochkhdh the less desperate riiee, according to Tebay i see 
to Mitchell, 'Crossen, October epth^im n, sot-5o«),— whkh 

ia true every word, allowing lor Tebay'tl temper; bat is highly pdtdph«»« 

able, though not entirely so gaer many readings and researchings. 
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dr reinforcement ; and at length, quite surrounded and 
iof drwhelmed, had to retire ; opening his way by the bayonet ; 
aha before long, suddenly sto;^ing short, — falling dead into 
*thba/S arms; shot through the heart, ^wo shots on the 
rijght Mde he had not regarded ; but this on the left side was 
fiftal: Keith’s fightings are suddenly all done. Tebay, in 
dJetraCtion, tried much to bring away the body ; but could by 
nb jprasent means; distractedly ‘rid for a coach found, on 
return, that the Austrians had the ground, and the body of 
his master; Hochkirch, Church and all, now undisputedly 

Tb appearance, it was this news of Keith’s repulse (I 
know not whether of Keith’s death as yet) that first roused 
PHodrich to a full sense of what was now going on, two miles 
to south of him. Friedrich, according to his habits, must 
have been awake and afoot when the Business first broke out ; 
though, for some considerable time, treating it as nothing 
but a common crackery of Pandours. Already, finding the 
PandoUrade louder than usual, he had ordered out to it one 
battalion and the other that lay handy : but now he pushes 
forward several battalions under Franz of Brunswick (his 
youngest Brother-in-law), with Margraf Karl and Prince Mo- 
ritz: “Swift you, to Hochkirch yonder!” — and himself springs 
on horseback to deal with the affair. Prince Franz of Bruns- 
wick, poor young fellow, cheerily ^.oming on, near Hochkirch 
had his head shom-off by a cannon-ball. Moritz of Dessau, 
too, ‘riding within twenty yards of the Austrians,’ so dark 
Was it, he so near-sighted, got badly hit, — and soon after, 
driving to Bautzen for surgery, was made prisoner by Pan- 
dours never fought again, ‘ died next year of cancer in the 
lip.^ Nothing but triumphant Austrian shot and cannon-shot 
going yonder ; these battalions too have to fall back with sore 
loss, 

^ Friedrich himself, by this time, is forward in the thick of 
the tumult, with another body of battalions ; storming furi 
ously alorig, has his horse shot under him ; storms through, 
* successfully^ by the other side of Hochkirch* (Hochkirch to 
his left) ,wbut finds, as the mist gradually sinks, a ring of 
Austrians massed ahead, on the Heights; as far as Stein- 

^ in ($. dS9*s9o) iu« dangerous adventures on the road w Bautaen, 

in w wounded eohditfon. 
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ddrfel and farther, a general continent of Austrians enclosing 
all the south and south-west ; and, in fact, that here Is now 
nothing to be done. That the question of his dank is settled ; 
that the question ifow is of his front, which the appointed Aus- 
trian parties are now upon attacking. Question especially of 
the Heights of Drehsa, and of the Pass and Brook of Dr^Sa 
(rearward of his centre part), where his one retreat Will lie, 
Steindorfel being now lost. Part first of the Affair is ended ; 
Part second of it begins. 

Rapidly enough Friedrich takes his new measures. Seizes 
Drehsa Height, which will now be key of the field ; dis- 
patches Mollendorf thither (Mdllendorf our courageous Leu- 
then friend) ; who vigorously bestirs himself ; gets hold of 
Drehsa Height before the enemy can; Ziethen cooperating 
on the Heights of Kumschutz, Canitz and other points of 
vantage. And thus, in effect, Friedrich pulls-up his torn 
right skirt (as he is doing all his other skirts) into new com- 
pact front against the Austrians : so that, in that south-western 
part especially, the Austrians do not try it farther; but 'retire 
at full gallop,’ on sight of this swift seizure of the Keys by 
Mollendorf and Ziethen. Friedrich also dispatches instant 
order to Retzow, to join him at his speediest. Friedrich 
everywhere rearranges himself, hither, thither, with skilful 
rapidity, in new Line of Bg^tle; still hopeful to dispute what 
is left of the field ; — longing much that Retzow could come 
on wings. 

By this time (towards eight, it I might guess) Day has 
got the upper hand ; the Daun Austrians stand visible on 
their Ring of Heights all round, behind Plochkirch and our 
late Battery, on to westward and northward, as far a$ Stein- 
dorfel and Waditz ; — extremely busy rearranging themselves 
ipto something of line; there being much confusion, much 
simmering about in clumps and gaps, after such a tussle. In 
front of us, to eastward, the appointed Austrian ^Tarties are 
proceeding to attack : but in daylight, and with our tyes ppen, 
it is a thing of difficulty, and does not prosper as Hochkirch 
did. Duke D’Ahremberg, on their extreme right, had in 
charge tp burst-in upon our left, so soon as he Hochkirch 
done: D’Ahremberg does try; as do others in their places, 
near iSmu; but with comparatively little success, D'Ah^ 
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remberg, meeting something of check or hindrance where he 
tried, pauses, for a good while, till he ^ee how others prosper. 
Their grand chance is their superiority of number ; and the 
fact that Friedrich can try nothing upon but must stand 
painfuUy on the defensive till Retzow come. To Friedrich, 
Retrdw seems hugely slow about it. But the truth is, Baden- 
Durlach, with his 30,000 of Reserve, has, as per order, made 
attack on Retzow, 30.000 against 12: one of the feeblest 
attacks conceivable ; but sufficient to detain Retzow till he 
get it repulsed, Retzow is diligent as Time, and will be here. 

Meanwhile, the Austrians on front do, in a sporadic way. 
attack and again attack our batteries and posts ; especially that 
big Battery of Thirty Guns, which we have to north of Rode- 
Witz. The Austrians do take that Battery at last ; and are be- 
ginning again to be dangerous, — the rather as D’Ahremberg 
seems again to be thinking of business. It is high time Ret- 
zow were here I Few sights could be gladder to Friedrich, 
than the first glitter of Retzow*s vanguard, — horse, under Prince 
Eugen of Wurtemberg, — beautifully wending down from Weis- 
senberg yonder ; skilfully posting themselves, at Belgern and 
elsewhere, as thorns in the sides of D’Ahremberg (sharp enough, 
on trial by D’Ahremberg). Followed, before long, by Retzow 
himself ; serenely crossing Lobau Water ; and, with great ce- 
lerity, and the best of skill, likewise posting himself, — hope- 
lessly to D’Ahremberg, w^o tries nothing farther. The sun 
is now shining; Jt is now fen of the day. Had Retzow come 
an hour sooner before we lost that big Battery and other 
things ! But he could come no sooner ; be thankful he is here 
at last, in such an overawing manner. 

Friedrich, judging that nothing now can be made of the 
affair, orders retreat. Retreat, which had been getting schemed, 
I suppose, and planned in the gloom of the royal mind, ever 
since loss of that big Battery at Rodewitz. Little to occupy, 
him, in this interim ; except indignant waiting, rigorously 
sisadp^nd some languid interchange of cannon-shot between 
the parties^ Retreat is to Klein-Bautzen neighbourhood (new 
headquarter Doberschiitz, outposts Kreckwitz and Purschwitz) ; 
four miles or so to north-west. Rather a shifting of your ground, 
which astonishes the military reader ever since, than a retreat- 
ing such as the common run of us expectea. Done in the usual 
masterly manner ; part after part wending off, Retzow standing 
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minatoiry here, Mdllendorf minatory there, in the soSeet quasi- 
rhythmic seqnencc; Cavalry all drawn-out beftween JBelgem 
and Kreckwitz, baggage-wagons filing through the l^ass of 
Drehsa ;~not ani» Austrian meddling with it, less more ; 
Daun and his Austrians standing in their ring of five tntles, 
garing into it like stone statues ; their regiments being Still in 
a confused state, — and their Daun an extremely slow gentte- 
man.^^ 

And in this manner Friedrich, like a careless swimmer 
caught in the Mahlstrom, has not got swallowed in it ; hut has 
made such a buffeting of it, he is here out of it again, without 
bone broken, — not, we hope, without instruction from tlie ad- 
venture, He has lost lox pieces of cannon, most of his tents 
and camp-furniture ; and, what is more irreparable, Above 
8,000 of his brave people, 5,381 of them and 119 Officers 
(Keith and Moritz for two) either dead or captive. In men 
the Austrian loss, U seems, is not much lower, some say is 
rather a shade higher; by their own account, 325 Officers, 
5,614 rank and file, killed and wounded, — not reckoning 1,000 
prisoners they lost to us, and * at least 2,000* who took that 
chance of deserting in the intricate dark woods. 

Friedrich, all say, took his punishment in a wonderfully 
cheerful manner. De Catt the Reader, entering to him that 
evening as usual, the King advanced, in a tragic declamatory 
attitude ; and gave him, \ni\x proper voice and gesture, an ap- 
propriate passage of Racine : 

“ JSft/in aprh un an, tu me revm^ Arhak, 

Non plus comme autrefois cct heureux Miihfidaie^ 

Qtii, de Rome loujours balan(^aftt le desHn^ 
l^enait entre elk et mpi Vunivers incertaitt. 

Je suis vedneu; Pompie a sahi Pmantuge 
O^une nuit qui laissmt pen de pleue etu eo^rtigi ; 

Mes soldats presque nas, * * 

Not a little to De Catt’s comfort.^® i During the retreat itself, 
Retzow Junior had come, as Papa’s Aide-de-camp, wuh‘*a'ine‘:^- 
to the Kmg ; found him on the hoghts of Klcgn Bauiren, 
watching the movements. Message with, the Kin| said, 
in a smiling tone, Daun has played me a slippery trick to- 

W TanpdM^ 3*^33 I ii. 43^^4535 ffetdm-GeselkkiHef v. 

j* 3J6; but fws<!f p. 57^ 
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** <iajr !” «* I havte seen answered Retzow ; but it is only 
** a stttatcb* whkb your Majesty will soon manage to heal 
** Gi^i^iftJEr 0es, Do you think so F* ** Not only I, 

«* but the whole Army firmly believe it ofi your Majesty.''— 
Vom are quite right,” added the King, in a confidentially 
cah4id way ; We will manage Daun. What I lament is, the 
ff riumber of brave mm that have died this morning.*’^® On 
the motrow, he was heard to say publicly : ** Daun has let us 
** oqt of check-mate ; the game is not lost yet. Wc will rest 
*< ourselves here, a few days ; then go for Silesia, and deliver 
Neisse.'* The Anccdotc-Books (perhaps not mythically) add 
this : ** Where are all your guns, though ?” said the King to an 
ArttlliE^ryixian, standing vacant on parade, next day. Ikro 
the Devil stole them all, last night !” — “ Hm, well, 
We must have them back from him. ” 2 ® 

JNothing immoderately depressive in Hochkirch, it appears ; 
«>^though, alas, oh the fourth day after, there came a message 
frewn Baireuth ; which did strike one down : “My noble Wil- 
“ heimina dead; died in the very hours while we were fighting 
“ here Readers must conceive it : coming unexpected 
more or less, black as sudden universal hurricane, on the 
heart of the man ; a sorrow sacred, yet immeasurable, irre- 
mediable to him ; as if the sky too were falling on his head, in 
aid of the mean earth and its ravenings : — of all this there can 
nothing be said at present. Friedrich’s one relief seems to 
have been the necessity laid on hiiS of perpetual battling with 
outward business — we may fancy, in the rapid weeks follow- 
ing, how much was lying at all times in the background of his 
mind suppressed into its caves. 

Daun, it appears, was considerably elated ; spent a great 
deal of his time, so precious just at present, in writing des- 
patches, in congrijitulating and being congratulated ; — did an 
elaborate Te-Deum^ or Ambrosian Song, in artillery and vox 
Humana, ~vi\i\clx witlr the adjuncts, say splenetic people, as a\ 
JColiiPWcensibiy assisted Friedrich's affairs. Daun was by no 
means of |>raggart turn ; but the recognition of his matchless 
achievement by the i^settaer public, whether in exultation or 
in lamentation, was loud and universal ; and the joy, in Vienna 

i. 359 n, ^ ArchenhoUx, i. 299 

On n commoti en Fnnce Henri, * Doberschflti, 18th Ortobeji 

is )sudd**n bit of Autoufr'ajph: j|«r<e Steur- da J$ar&ttk 

(Schonbig, P»riit^njAkn^e Krit^jg;. naci dttrOtiginal-C&rrfs^otid^Hsti^. aui dm 
SiaaU^^Afi^htven; Pot&diun, 1851; 1. 2S7. ) 
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and the cognate quarters, knew no bounds for the time being. 
Thus* among other tokgns, the Holiness of our Lord the Pope, 
blessing Heaven for such success against the Heretic* was 
pleased to send hi#n •' a Consecrated Hat and Sword*”— such 
as the old Popes were wont, very long ago, to bestow on dis* 
tinguished Champions against the Heathen, — (much jeered at* 
and crowed over, by a profane Friedrich^^) : *the effect of 

* which miraculous furnishings/ says Tempelhof, ‘ turned Out 

* to be that the Feldmarschall never gained any success more/ 
— in fact, except that small thing on Finck next Year, never 
any, as it chanced. Daun had withdrawn to his old camp, on 
the day of Hochkirch ; leaving only a detachment on the ffeld 
there : it was not for six or seven days more that he stept*oUt 
to the Krcckwitz and Purschwitz neighbourhood ; more within 
sight of his vanquished enemy, — ^but nothing like vigilant 
enough of what might still be in him, after such vanquishing ! 
— Wc must spare this Note, for the sake of a heroic kind of 
man,, who had not too much of reward in the world : 

* Tebay could not recover Keith’s body: Croats had the plundering 

* of Keith; other Austrians, not of Croat kind, carried the dead Ocneral 
‘ into Hochkirch Church : Lacy’s emotion on recognising him there,— 

* like a tragic gleam of his own youth suddenly brought back to him, 

* as in star-light, piercing and sad, from twenty-years distance, — is well 
‘ known in IJoidcs. On the morrow, Sunday October 1 5th, Keith had 

* honourable soldier’s-biirial lliere, — “twelve cannon” salvoing thrice, 

* and “the whole Corps of Cqjloredo” with their muskets thrice; Lacy 

* as chief mourner, not without leais. Four months after, by royal 

* order, Keith’s body was conveyed to Berlin; reinterred in Berlin, in 

* a still more solemn jiubhc manner, wdth all the honours, all the re- 

* grels; and Keith slecj^s now in the Garni on-Kirche far from bonnie 

* Jnvemgie; the hoarse sea -winds and caverns of Ounoltar singing 

* vague requiem to his honourable line and him, in the imaginations of 

* some fe'v, ** My Brother leaves me a noble legacy,” said the old 
‘ Lord Maiisrhal : “ last year he had Bohemia under ransom; and his 
“ personal estate is 70 dueals” (about 25/.)' 

^ In Hochkirch Clnirch there is still, not in the ChiTcbyard as for* 

* mcrly, a fine, modestly impressive Monument to Keith; rnoi} ;t 
•of black marble on a Pedestal of gray,— and, in gold letters, an 

* Inscription not easily surpassable in the lapidary way*. * * 

* Bum in PiivTiuo non procul htnc Ikcunatam suoKt/M Acir.M 

MeN^E MANU voce E? 'EXmVhO I^EStTITUEUAT PUOKANS UT 
s* dii ^r^dirict xv. jras, 1*4, rsnS, Rc, lire. : in il 

List of ihe«6 poor Pieces: which are hearty, not hypocritical, in tntir contemptuous 
liUarity, Jjut have Httle other m^rit. 

Vamhaifea, p. a6x* 
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; # OCCUBUXT. B. XIV. pCTOBRlil” , Thes^j ?^brds go 

^ yolx like clang of fteel.^ Friedrich^s sorrow over him 

; * teai%^;* high ehlogies, extrimemeM^’) is' itself a monument. 

? Tw^ityl'j^ears aic^, Keith from his Master a Statue, in Berlin. 

■ ^Qne to the Font iiiost deserving: ScHwerin (i77i), Win- 

^teifi^d (ifwk (when?),**— * which still stand 

* in the Wilhelm Platz there. 

? Hochkirch Church has been rebuilt in late years ; a spacious airy 
‘ Church, with galleries, and requisites, especially with free air, light 
‘ and cleanliness. Capable perhaps of i, 500 sitters ; half of them 

* Wends. “ Above 700 skeletons, in one heap, were dug out, in cut* 

.* ‘ting the hew foundations, The stiong outer Door of the old Church, 

* red: 0^ I should think, is still retained in that capacity; still shows 

* ^erha|>s half-a-doi^n rough big qua,si-J^^a/eSf torn through it in dif- 
♦fereiit parts, and daylight shining in, where the old bullets passed. 

* The Keith Monument, perhaps four feet high, i.s on the flagged floor, 

* left side of the pulpit, close by the wall, — “the bench where Keith’s 
** body lay has had to be cased in new plank” (zinc would be better) 

** agmnst the knives of tourists.” ’ 

Old X4ord Marischal, — George, ** Afar/c/ial d'Ecass/* ashe 
always signs himself, — ^was by this time seventy-two ; King’s 
Governor of Neixfchdtel, for a good while past and to come* 
(1754-1763). In “ James,” the junior, but much the stronger 
and more solid, he has lost, as it were, a father and younger! 
brother at once ; father, under beautiful conditions ; and the 
tears of the old tnan are natural and affecting. Ten years 
pidet than his Brother ; and survived him still twenty years. 
An excellent cheery old soul, he to» ; honest as the sunlight, 
with a fine smal} vein of gaiety, and ‘pleasant wit,’ in him: 
what a treasure to Friedrich at Potsdam, in the coming years ; 
and how much loved by him (almost as one hoy loves another), 
all readers would be surprised to discover. Some hints of him 
will perhaps be allowed us farther on. 

Sequel ofifochkireh; the Campaign ends in a Way surprising to 
anattentive Public {22^ October — 2othNovember 1758). • 

«! followed upon Hochkirch five weeks of rapid events; 

such as nobody had been calculating on. To the reader, so 

M i. 140, GiV^ja: also (very nearly correct) in of 

e/*. *1... pfthe two 

, not 1776 as 

up. A very inte- 
resting Colkction of LeiUrs, those of his edited iWUi the usual darkness, or rather 
more. : 

Nicolai {Beschreihung der Re^tde^mtikUii 1 1 ^^%* *!«.) Sives these ^es for 
tae Three, and for Keith’s no date. 


G 
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weaty of marchings^ manceuvt-iogs, sui'prisals, campitiga and 
detail$ of war, not words, we hope, may render these 
results conceivable. 

Friedrich stayed ten days, refitting himself, In that Camp 
of Klein Bautzen, on one of the branches of the Spree. JDaun, 
who had jetircd to his old strong place, on the 14th, aofcrcely 
occupying Hochkirch Field at all, came out in about a ; 
and took a strong post near Friedrich ; not attempting 
thing upon him, but watching him, now better within Sight. 
Friedrich’s fixed intention is, to march to Neisse all the samet 
what probably Daun, under the shadow of his laurels ami his 
new Papal Hat, may not have considered possible, with 
road to Neisse blocked by 80,000 men. Friedrich has 
himself with the requisite new cannon and furnitures, frdm 
Dresden ; especially with Prince Henri and 6,000 and 
horse, — led by Pnnee Henri in person; so Prince Henri W<mtd 
have It, the capricious little man ; and that Finck should be 
left in Saxony instead of him. All which weakens Saxony not 
a little. But Fiiediich hopes the Reichs Ariny is a feeble 
article, ill-off for provision in those parts, and not likely to' 
attempt very much on the sudden. Accordingly : 

Fiiednch marches, niie^maiicaUy, not on Clogmt^ but oH RHck- 
enbach and Go}litz; to Dawfs Astonishment, 

Sandav Li cnnui Orioh r Convoy of many wagons quits Bautzen 
(Bautzen Propci, not the Village, but the Town), laden with all the 
woundtd fif Ilochlvjrdi ; ^diove 3,000 by count, to catty them tO DtCb' 
den for delibeiate suigoiy Keith^s Tebay, I perceive, iS in this Convoy ; 
not ill hurt, but willing to lie in Hospital a hitle, and consider. These 
poor fellows cannot get to Diesden ; on tne second day, a Daun De- 
tachment, hussaring about in those parts, is announced ahead ; and 
(by new order from beadquarltrs) the CoUvoy tuitts northwards for 
Iloyerswenla, — (to Tebay^ disgust with the C0mmandant; shied 

bays Tebay, ‘‘for tviclve hussars — and, 1 think, in the end, 
went on to (Tlogau iiisicad of Diesden, was very fortunate for 

Tebay and the oihtis The poor wounded being thus dis|L\ud cf, 
3 ^'riedrich next n.^du, at 10 o^dock, Monday iulbe softest manner, 
pu'hes-of! hi*? BaK^-ry and Army Stores a way, northward* down 
the Spree Valley, on the western fork of th^ Spree {fork faith^st from 
Danu); follows, himself, mth the test of the nevt evening, dowh 
the eastern ulso northwmd. Going for GlogaU,*' tbinke fMun, 
when the hussars repoil alx>ut it (lute oit Tuaday night): Let him 
hecoad Letter jfrdm Tehay, in Mitchell, ^ 
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if he fancy that a roa4 $a Ndsse f But, indeed, what other shift 
has he,** considers IDaun, ** but to try raUyhj^ at Ofogau yonder, safe 
under the guns ?” — find is not in the slightest haste about this new 
matter,^ ^ 

United with his baagage-Column, Friedrich proceeds uorth-east- 
Spree stUTnorthward or north-eastward; encamps there, 
i)alihh^rk hours of Tuesday; no Baun heeding him. Before day- 
however, Friedrich i^ aj^in on foot ; in several columns now, 
hir the bad country-roads ahead ;^and has struck straight stnith^e^- 
Watdj if Baun were noting him. And, in the afternoon of Wednesday, 
t)auh is astonished to learn that this wily Enemy is arrived in Reich- 
Onbaeh vicinity ; sweeping-in our poor posts (hereabouts ; immovably 
astidde of the Silesian Highway, after all ! An astonished Daun hastens 
oni, what he can, to take survey of the sudden Phenomenon. Tries it, 
ne;0 day ahd next, with his best Loudens and appliances ; finds that 
thii Phenomenon can actually march to Neisse ahead ofhim, indifferent 
to Fandofirs, or giving them as good as they bring ; — ^and that nothing 
but a battle and beating (could we rashly dream of such a thing, which 
we cannot) will prevent it ** Very well, then !’* Daun strives to say. 
And lets the Phenomenon march {jrom Gorlitz, October '^oth ) ; I.oudon 
harassing the rear of it, for some days ; not without counter harass- 
mesxt, much waste of cannonading, and ruin to several poor Lausitz 
Villa^ by fire,-— ‘'Prussians scandalously burn them, when we attack !’* 
says Loudon. Till, at last, finding this march impregnably arranged, 
‘split into two routes,* and ready for all chances, Loudon also with- 
<lraws to more promising busine.ss. Poor General Retzow Senior was 
of this march ; absolutely could not be excused, though fallen ill of 
dysentery, like to die; — and did die, the day after he got to Schweid- 
nitz, when the difficulties and excitement ^ere over.** 

Of Friedrich's march, onward from Gorlitz, we shall say 
notluttg farther, except that the very wind of it was salvatory 
to his Silesian Fortresses and interests. That at Neisse, on 
and after November tst, — ^which is the third or second day of 
Friedrich's march, — ^General Treskow, Commandant of Neisse, 
found the bombardment slacken more and more (“ King of 
Prussia coming,*' said the Austrian deserters to us) ; and 
that, on November 6th, Treskow, looking out from Neisse,* 
Austrian trenches empty, Generals Harsch and De- 
ville hurrvi^ over the Hills homewards, — pickings to be had of 
them by Tresko^, — -and Neisse Siege a thing finished. It 
had lasted, in the way of blockade and half-blockade, for about 

^ ii. a4i!-347* ^ ** i. 37a. 

^ &c. r Diary of th« Sieg« or 4th August,— 26th October, - 

6t« NovrmW jr75S* ‘'1 A.M, suddeuSy'), ia Seyfarth, Beytagfn^ ii. 468-478 r^fTrci* 
kow’s owa writmg t b«ef wod clear, v, 868-270. 
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three months ; Deville, for near one month, half-blockading, 
then Harsch (since September 30th) wholly blockading, with 
Deville under him, and an army of ao,ooo ; though the actual 
cannonade, very herce, but of no effect, could not begin tdl 
little more than a week ago,-T-so difficult the getting-up of 
material in those parts. Kosel, under Commandant l«attc^i 
whose praises, like Treskow’s, weie great, — ^had stood four 
months of Pandour blockading and assaulting, which also had 
to take itself away on advent of Friedrich. Of Friedrich, on 
his return- journey, we shall hear again before long ; but in the 
mean while must industriously follow Daun, 

I 

Feldmarschall Daun mid the Reiclis Army try some of 
Dresden ( 9th- 1 6th November). 

October 30//^, Daun, seeing Neisse Siege as good as gone to water, 
decided with himself that he could still do a far more important stroke : 
capture Dresden, get hold of Saxony in FriedrieVs absence. Dattn 
turned round fiom Reichenbach, accordingly; and, at his slow-footed 
pace, addressed himself to that new errand. Had he made better dis- 
patch, or even been in better luck, it is very possible he might have 
done something there. In Dresden, and in Governor Schmettau With 
his small garrison, thcie is no strength for a siege ; in Saxony is no- 
thing but some pool remnant under Finck, much of it Free-corps and 
light people : capable of being swallowed by the Reichs Army itself, 
— were the Reichs Army enterprising, or in good circumstances other- 
wise. It is true the Russians have quitted Colberg as impossible ; and 
are flowing homewards dragged by hunger: the little Dobna Ai*my 
will, therefore, march for Saxony; the little Anti-Swedish Army, under 
Wedell, has likewise been mostly oidcred thither ; both at their quick- 
est. For Daun, all turns on dispatch; loiter a little, and Friedrich 
himself will be hcie again 1 

Daun, I have no doubt, stirred his slow feel tlie fastest he could. 
November yth, Daun was in the neighbourhood of Pirna Country again, 
had his Bridge at I’irna, for communication ; urged the Reichs Army 
to bestir itself, Now or never. Reichs Army did push-oul a Httle 
against Finck ; made him leave that perpetual Camp of Oalimig, take 
new camps, Kesselsdorf and elsewhere; and at length made lii|^shoot 
across Kibe, to the north-west, on a pontoon bridge belowTSfedeii, 
with retreating loom to northward, and f^heller under theiguns of that 
City. Reichs Army lias likewise made powerful detachments for cap- 
ture of I..cip^ig and the north-wcsleln towns ; capture of Torgau, the 
Magazine town, first of all t summon them, with force evidently over- 
powering, ^*Free"Withdxawfd, if you don\ resist; and if you do— 

— At Torgau there was actual attempt made (November rath), rather 
elaborate and dangerous’|ooking ; under lladdick, with near ro;00o 
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the * Anstrian^auadliayy* sort : to whom the old Com»tandant,-^ 
judging Wedell, the late Antl-Swedish Wedell, to be now near,— 
ra^ed out with * 300 men and one big gunV aiid made such a firing 
and gesticulation as was quite extmordinary, as if Wedell were here 
alreswy ; till WedelVs self did come in sight ; and the overpowering 
Edi(!^ Detachment made its best speed elsewhither,*® The other Sieges 
remained things of theory ; the other Reichs Detachments hurried home, 
If think, without summoning anybody. 

Meanwhile, Daun, with the proper Artilleries at last ready, comes 
^flowing fonvard (N'orvember ; and takes post in the Great 

Garden, or south side of Dresden; minatory to Schmettau and that 
City* The walls, or works, are weak; outside there is nothing but 
Mayer and the Free-corps to resist, — ^who indeed has surpassed him- 
self this season, and been extraordinarily diligent upon that lazy Reichs 
Atmyi Commandant Schmettau signifies to Daun, the day Daun 
came in sight, “ If your Excellcnz advance farther on me, the grim 
Rules of War in besieged places will order That T burn the Subiirl>s, 
which are your defences in attacking me,” — ^and actually fills the fine 
houses on the Southern Suburb with combustible matter, making due 
announcements, to Court and population, as well as to Daun. “ Burn 
the Suburbs?” answers Daun: ^*ln the name of civilised humanity, 
you will never think of such thing 1” “That will 1 , your Excellenz» of 
a surety, and do itJ” answers Schmettau. So that Dresden is full of 
pity, terror and speculation. The common rumour is, says Excellency 
Mitchell, who is sojourning there for the present, “That Bruhl” (ne- 
farious Briilil, born to be the death of us!) “has persuaded Polish 
Majesty to sanction this enterprise of Daun’s,” — very careless, Briihl, 
what become of Dresden or us, so the King of Prussia be well hurt or 
spited I • 

Certain enough, November Daun docs come-on, regardless of 
Schmettau’s assurances; so that, ‘about midnight,* Mayer, who ‘ can 
hear the enemy busily building four big batteries* withal, has to report 
himself driven to the edge of those high Houses (which are filled with 
combustibles), and that some Croats are got into the upper windows. 
^‘Bum them, then I” answers Schmettau (such the dire necessity of 
sieged places): and, *at 3 A.M.* (three-hours notice to the poor in- 
mates), Mayer does So ; hideous flames bur^ling-out, punctually at the 
stroke of 3 : “whole Suburb seemed on blaze** (about a sixth part 0:6 
it actually so), “nay you would have said the whole Towm was envi- 
flames.** Excellency Mitchell climbed a steeple : “ will not 
“ describe to your Lordship the horror, the terror and confusion of 
“ this night!^ wretched inhabitants running with their furniture** (what 
of it they had got flung-out, betw'een 12 o’clock and 3) “towards 
“ the Great Garden ; all Dresden, to appearance, girt in flames, ruins 
*^and smoke.** Such a night in Dresden, t^specially in the Phna 
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Stibmb, ts was never seen before.** This was the sad bcginmng, or 
attempt at begitming, of Dresden Siege; and this also was the et^ of 
it, on Dawn's part at present. For font days more, he hung about 
the place, minatory^, hesitative ; but attempted nothing feasitjJej and 
on tlie fifth day, — * for a certain weighty reason,' as the Austdan Da- 
aettes express it, — ^he saw good to vanish into the Fima Eock-COttntry, 
and be out of hami's way in the mean while! 

The truth is, Daun's was an intricate case just now* ; heed- 
ing, above all things, swiftness of treatment; what, of all 
it could not get from Daun. His denunciations on that butftt 
Suburb were again loud ; but Schmettau continues deaf to ejl 
that, — means “ to defend himself by the known rules of war 
and of honour declares, he ‘‘ will dispute from street to street* 
and only finish in the middle of Polish Majesty’s Royal Falace.” 
Denunciation will do nothing I Daun had above ioo,odo meti 
in those parts. Rushing forward with sharp shot and bayonet 
storm, instead of logical denunciation* it is probable Daun 
might have settled his Schmettau. But the hour of tide was 
rigorous, withal ; — and such an ebb, if you missed it in hesi- 
tating ! November i ph, Daun withdrew ; the ebbing come. 
That same day, Friedrich was at Lauban in the Lausitz, within 
a hundred miles again ; speeding hitherward ; behind him a 
Silesia brushed clear, before him a Saxony to be brushed. 

• Reason weighty’ enough, think Daun and the Austrian Ga- 
zettes ! But such, since you have missed the tide-hour, is the 
inexorable fact of ebb, — going at that frightful rate. Daun 
never was the man to dispute facts. 

November 20th, Friedrich arrived in Dresden ; heard, next 
day, that Daun liad wheeled decisively homeward from Pirna 
Country ; that the Reichs Army and he are diligently climb- 
ing the Metal Mountains ; and that there is not in Saxony, 
more than in Silesia, an enemy left. What a Sequel to Hoch- 
kirch I ** Neisse and Dresden both P we had hoped as sequel, 
df lucky ; Neisse or Dresden” seemed infallible. And we are 
climbing the Metal Mountains, under facts superior ^ 

And Campaign Third has closed in this nmnneg ;---leaving 
things much as it found them, Essoptially a drawn ihatch ; 
Contending Parties little altered in relgtiNre strength ; — both of 
them, it miiy be presumed, considerably weaker. Friedrich is 

MitdRsI!, Memoirs omd i, 4 SS>. XA Bolden^Qnchichit, v. ^95-308, 

rnwrate aocount ( wtresponding well with fiSifdxelrsJI; ib. 303-33, the certified dTetails 
of the dawiige done ; * 2&0 houses lost * 4 humaa lives.' 
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not triumphant, or shining in the light of bonfires, as last 
Year ; but, in the mind of judges, stands higher than ever (if 
that could help him much) ; — and is not ** annihilated" in the 
least, which is the surprising circumstance.^ 

Friedrich’s marches, especially, have been wonderful, this 
^ Year. In the spring time, old Mar€chal de Belleisle, French 
' Minister of War, consulting officially about future operations, 

^ beard it objected once : ** But if the King of Prussia were to 
I burst4n upon us there ?” “The King of Prussia is a great 
** soldier," answered M. de Belleisle ; “ but his Army is not a 
shuttle {na7fctie ),** — to be shot about, in that way, from side 
to aide of the world ! No surely ; not altogether. But the 
king of Prussia has, among other arts, an art of marching 
Armies, which by degrees astonishes the old Mardchal. To 
pome upon us m navetie^' suddenly * like a shuttle* from the 
other side of the web, became an established phrase among 
French concerned in these unfortunate matters."^-^ 

\ * The Pitt-aud -Ferdinand Campaign of 1758,’ says a Note, which 
I yould fain abridge, *ib moie palpaldy victouoiis than Friedrich’s, 

* ntich more an affair of bonfires than his ; tliough it too has had its 
‘ rps. Loss of honour at Orefeld; loss <d Loiiisburg and Cod-fidieiy: 

* t|cbe are serious blow\s om enemy has had. But then, to lemjier 

* tie joy over Louisburg, there was, at 'J’lconder.igu, by Abcrcromby, 

* the small scale (all the extent of scale lie had), a inehnclioly Plati- 
‘ tide committed: that of walking into an enemy without the least 

* re^onnoiteiing of him, who proves toi^c chin-deep in abatis audfieUl- 

* w<^ks ; and kills, much at his ease, about 2,000 biave fellows, brought 
‘ 5, (too miles (St that object. And obliges you to vvalk aw'ay on the 

* in'tanl, and quit Ticonderago, like a — suicly like a very tragic Digni- 
tatt in Cocked-hat I To be cashiered, we will hope; at least to be 

‘ laic 019 the shelf, and replaced by .some Wolfe 01 some Amherst, fitter 

* for the business! Nor were the Descents on the Fiench Coast much 

* U> a>eak of : “ Great Guns got at Chcibourg,” these truly, as exhibited 

* in J^yde-Park, were a comfoi table sight, especially to the simpler 
*sort: but on the other hand, at Morlaix, on the part of poor old 

* Gei jral Bligh and Company, there liad been a Platitude equal dr 

to tiat of Al>ercrymby, though not so tragical in loss of men. 

* “ of that?** said an enthusiastic Public, striking their balance, 

* and joyfiffiy illuminating. — Here is a Clipping from Ohio Country, 

* anOfficeri^ (distilled essence of Two Letters), “dated, 

* Nammber 1758 : 

** |)ttr small Corps under General Forfier, after much sore scram- 
** blint through the Wildernesses, and contending with enemies wild 

** prchcnholtr, i, 3x6 ; Montsdemhert*, for the phrase * en^navetif* 
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and tame, is, since the last four days, in possession of Fort Du^iuesne’* 

* henceforth): “Friday 24th, the French garrison, on our 
appearance, made-oif without fighting ; took to boats down the Ohio, 

“ and vanished out of those Countries,” — forever and a day, we will 
‘ hope, “ Their LoS'isiana-Canada communication is lost ; and all that 
“ prodigious tract of rich country,” — ^wliich Mr. Waslrington fixed upon 

* long ago, is ours again, if we can turn it to use. “This day a de- 
“ tachment of us goes to Braddock’s field ot battle” (poor Braddock!), 
“ to bury Ihc bones of our slaughtered countrymen; many of whom 
“ the French butchered in cold blood, and, to their own eternal shame 
“ and infamy, have left lying above ground ever since. As indeed they 
“ have done with all those slain lound the Fort in late weeks -call- 

* ing lhemselve.s a civilised Nation too !’** 

Zemter y///v — Nervember 1758. ‘Ferdinand’s manoeavresf 

* after Crefcld, on the France-ward side of Rhine, were very pretty: 
*• but, without Wesel, and vcrsiis a Belleisle as War-Minister, and ji 

* Contades who was something of a Geneml, it would not do. Bellf- 
*isle made uncommon exertions, dihgent to get his broken peop/e 
‘ drilled again ; Contades v as wary, and counter-manoeuvred ratlibr 

* well. Finally, Soublse’ (readers recollect him and his 24 or 30,o</o, 
who stood in biankluit Country, on the hither or north side of Rhire), 
famed Rossbach Soubisc, — ‘pushing-out, at Belleisle’s bidding, to- 

* wards Hanover, m a region vacant otherwise of troops, -—becOne 
‘ dangerous to Ferdinaud. “ Making for Hanover?” thought Feriin- 
‘ and : “Or perhaps meaning to attack my 12,000 English that are 
‘ just landed i Nay, peihaps my Rhinc-Bridge itself, and the s^all 
‘ Parly left there?” Ferdinand found he would have to return, /ind 
‘ look after Soubisc. Crossed, accordingly (August 8th), by hisiold 

* Bridge at Rees, — which he &)und safe, in spite of attempts therelhad 
‘ bcen;®^ — and never recrossed during this War. Judges even sat his 

* first crossing had never much solidity of outlook in it j and thou|ti so 

* delightful to the public, was his qudstlonablest step. J 

‘ On the 1 2, 000 Engl ish, S oubise had attempted nothing. F erd nand 
‘joined his English at Soest (August 20th); to their great joi and 
‘his;*® 10 or 12,000 as a first instalment;— -Grantl booking feJews, 

‘ said the Germans. And did you ever see stick horses^ such spl 4 <lour 

* of equipment, regardless of expense.^ Not to mention those 

‘ schotten (Scotch Highlanders), with thoir bagpipes, sporrans, ^iUs, 
^and exotic costumes andw^ays; astonishing to the German 

53 Old Nev/spapeis (in Gentleman's Magazine for f»p. 4 X> 39). 

‘ Fight of Mccr' (Chevert, with 10,000, beaten offi aUd the Bttdge safed, by 
Xinhof, with 3.00D , — ^both clever ^old^cr5 j Imhot in better luck, and tavoirad by 
the ground: jdh August 1758’) : Mamnllon^ i. 3x5. 

Duke ofMarlborough s heav^'-iaden Zeiter to Pitt, * Koesfcld, Augu» *5th :* 
‘Nothing but raius and uncet1;<ainties ;* 'marching, kttcriy, up to our miodlies in 
water i nave comO Embden, straight south towards Wesel Country, alnost 150 
miles (Soest a good sixty mites to south-east of us). Chatham Correspndet^ 
(London, t 838>, i. 334» 337. The poor Luke died in two months hence f laid the 
C0tnmand,jdoyolved on Lord George Sackvill^ as is too well known. 

^ Komantle view of the Bet^gsehottm (a, 000 of them, led by the Junic (Mfthe 
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* Out of all -^hom {BergscheiUn included), Ferdinand, by management, 

* *--and management was needed, — got a grejt deal of first-rate fighting, 

‘ m the next Four Years* 

‘ Kor, in regard to Hanover, could Soubise make anything of it ; 

* though he did (owing to a couple of stupid felfows, General Prince 

* von Ysenburg and General Oberg, detached by Ferdinand on that 
‘ service) escape the lively treatment Ferdinand had prepared for him; 

* and even gave a kind of Beating to each of those stupid fellows/^ — 

* one of which, Oberg’s one, might have ruined Oberg and his Detach- 

* ment altogether, had Soubise been alert, which he by no means was ! 

‘ ** Paris made such jeering about Rossbach and the Prince de Soubise,” 

* says Voltaire,** *‘and nobody said a word about tlicse two Victories 

* of his, next Year!” For which there might be two reasons: one, 

* according to Tempelhof, that ‘‘the Victories weie of the so-so kind 

* waren auch darnach)'^'* and another, that they w^ere ascribed to 

* Broglio, on both occasions, — ^Iiow justly, nobody will now argue ! 

‘ Contades had not fail^, in the mean while, to follow with the 
‘ main Anny; and was now elaborately manoeuvring about; intent to 
‘ have Lippstadt, or some Fortress in ihoire Rhine- Weser Countries, 

‘ On the tail of that second so-so Victory by Soubise, Contades thought, 

‘ Now would be the chance. And did try lianl, but without effect, 

* Ferdinand was himself attending Contades ; and mistakes were not 
‘ likely, Ferdinand, in the thick of the game (October 21st- 30th), 

* “ made a masterly movement” — that is to say, cut ("ontades and his 

* Soubise irretrievably asunder : no junction now possible to them ; the 
‘ weaker of them liable to ruin, — unless Contades, the stronger, would 
‘give battle; which, though greatly outnumbering Ferdinand, he was 
‘ cautious not to do. A melancholic cautious man, apt to be over- 
‘ cautious, — nicknamed VAfoihccaire^ by the Parisians, from his 
‘ down looks, — but had good soldier qualities withal, .Soubise and he 

* haggled about, a short while, — ^otalong, in these dangerous circum- 

* stances; and then had to go home again, without result, each the way 
‘ he came ; Contades himself repassing through Wesel, and wintering 
‘ on his own side of the Rhine,’ 

How Pitt is succeeding, and aiming to succeed, on the 
French Foreign Settlements : on the Guinea Coast, on the 
High Seas everywhere ; in the West Indies ; still more in the. 


nomm^ym above mentioned, who h a soldier as j^ct), in ArAietdioliz^ x, 351-353; 
ih. and in JPfiettfS, IL 136, of the ‘ uniforms with cold and silver lace,' ot the superb 
horses; ‘ one ref iment all roan horses, another all black, another all’ &c. 

t*», * Fight of SdndershahsenM Broglio, as Souhise's vanguard, t2,ooo; versus 
Ysrnburg, 7,000, who stupidly would not withdraw beaten : *«3d July 1758/ 
hi/ore Feramand had come across again), 2**. Fight of Imttemberf' (Soubise, 
30,Q(x> ; versm Oberg, about 18,000, who stupidly hung-back till Soubise was* all 
gathered, and JSfem See., still more stupidly : * toth Octob* r 1758*). See Mauvilion^ 
t 312 (or better, Are^kenkeitZt i. 345) ; and MamtUhn^ *. 327, Both Lutternberg 
and Sanderahausen are in the neighbourhood of Casael as many of those 4 ' ctdinand 
fights were, Hutenre de Louis JCK 
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East,— where GeneralLally (that fiery famous since 

F<mteiioy), missioned ^with full-powers,’* as they call them, is 
raging up and down, about Madras and neighbourhood, in a 
violent, impetuous, more and more bankrupt manner:— Of all 
this we can say nothing for the present, little at any |inic. 
Here are two facts of the financial sort, sufficiently illumina- 
tive. The much-expending, much-subr.idying Government of 
France cannot now borrow, except at 7 per cent Interest ; and 
the rate of Marine Insurance has risen to 70 per cent.^® One 
way and other, here is a Pitt clearly progressive ; and a long- 
pending Jenkins' s-Ear Question in a fair way to be settled ! — 

Friedrich stays in Saxony about a month, inspecting and 
adjusting ; thence to Breslau, for Winter-quarters. His Winter 
is like to be a sad and silent one, this time ; with none of the 
gaieties of last Year; the royal heart heavy enough with many 
private sorrows, were there none of public at all I This is a 
word from him, two days after finishing Daun for the season : 

Friedrich to Mylord Marischal (at Colombier in Ncufch' 3 -td). 

* Dres^den, a^d November i/sS. 

^ There is nothing left for u^, mon cher Mylord, but to mingle and 

* blend our weeping for the losses we have had. If my head were a 

* fountain of tears, it would not suffice for the grief I feel. 

* Our Campaign is over ; and there has# nothing come of it, On one 
‘ side or the other, but the *ioss of a great many worthy people, the 
*• misery of a great many poor soldiers crippled fOvever, the mm of 

* some Provinces, the ravage, pillage and conflagration of someflourish- 

* ing Towns. Exploits these which make humanity shudder: sad fniifs 

* of the wickedness and ambition <»f certain People in Power, who sacri- 
^ fice everything to their unbridled passions 1 i wish you, ffwn chcr 
‘ My/oydf nothing that has the least resemblance to my destiny; and 

* everything that is wanting to it.’ * Your old friend, till death.* — 

^ Ket/ow, ii. 5. cTiifS/m ^ J^nWrjk, xx, *73. 
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CHAPTER L 

PUELIMliNARIES TO A FOURTH CAMPAIGN, 

The posting of the Five Armies this Winter, — Five of them 
in Germany, %not counting the Russians, who have vanished to 
Cimmeria over the horizon, for their months of rest, — is some- 
thing vronderful, and strikes the picturesque imagination. Such 
a Chain of Posts, for length, if for nothing else ! From the 
centre of Bohemia eastward, Daun’s Austrians are spread all 
round the western Silesian Border and the south-eastern Saxon ; 
waited-on by Prussians, in more or less* proximity. Next are 
the Reichsfolk ; scattered over Thu 4 ngen and the Franconian 
Countries ; fronting partly into Hessen and Duke Ferdinand*s 
Ottfskirts: — ^the main body of Duke Ferdinand is far to west- 
ward, in Munster Country, vigilant upon Contades, Avith the 
Rhine between. Contades and Soubise, — adjoining on the 
Reichsfolk are these Two French Armies : Soubise’s, some 
555,000, in Frankfurt-Ems Country, between the Mayn and the 
Lt^hn, with its back to the Rhine ; then Contades, onward to 
Maes River and the Dutch Borders, with his face to the Rhine,, 
-—and Duke Ferdinand observant of him on the other side. 
T»irthe * Cdnhn of Posts' or winter-quarters this Year. 

* From fhOi Giant Mountains and the Metal Mountains, to the 

* Ocean ; — the mouth of Rhine,' may we not say ; * and back 
' again to llie Swiss Alps or springs of Rhine, that Upper-Rhine 

* Country being all either French or Austrian, and a basis for 

* Soubise Not to speak of Ocean itself, and its winge^ War- 

1 Arch«tUidtz, i. 306, 
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Fleets, loncsomely hovering and patrolling ; or of the Americas 
and Indies beyond! # 

‘ This is such a Chain of mutually vigilant Winter-quarters/ 
says Archenholtzf *as was never drawn in Germany^ or in 
Europe, before/ Chain of about 300,000 fighting men, poured 
out in that lengthy manner. Taking their winter siesta there, 
asleep with one eye open, till reinforced for new business of 
death and destruction against Spring. Pathetic surely, as well 
as picturesque. “ Three Campaigns there have already been,” 
sighs the peaceable observer: ‘‘Three Campaigns, surely furi- 
ous enough ; Eleven Battles in them,^ a Prag, a Kolin, Leuthen, 
Rossbach ; — ^must there still be others, then, to the misery of 
poor mankind ?” thus sigh many peaceful persons. Not con- 
sidering what are, and have been, the rages, the iniquities, the 
loud and silent deliriums, the mad blindnesses and sins of man- 
kind ; and what amount oi calcining these may reasonably take. 
Not calcinablc in three Campaigns at all, it would appear I 
Four more Campaigns are needed; then there will be innocu- 
ous ashes in quantity; and a result unexpected, and worth 
marking in World-History. 

It is notably one of Friedrich*s fond hopes, — of which he 
kceps-up several, as bright cloud-hangings in the haggard inner 
world he now has, — that Peace is just at hand; one right 
struggle more, and Peace must come ! And on the part of 
Britannic George and him repeated attempts were made,— one 
in the end of this Year 1759; — one and all of them proved 
futile, and, unless for accidental reasons, need not be mentioned 
here. Many men, in all nations, long for Peace ; but there are 
Three Women at the top of the w’orid who do not ; their wrath, 
various in quality, is great in quantity, and disasters do the 
reverse oi appeasing it. 

The French people, as is natural, are weary of a Wat which 
^yields them mere losses and disgraces; “War carried on for 
Austrian whims, which likewise seem to be impracticable i” 
think they. And their Bernis himself, Minister oTTBffl^n 
Affairs, who began this sad French-Austrian Adi^ntnre, has 
already been remonstrating with Kaunits, and grumbling anx- 
iously, ** Could not the Swedes, or somebody, be got to medi- 
ate ? Such a War is too ruinous I” Hearing which, the Pom- 

s Stengel, v. 1S5. This, I suppose, would be bis enumeration : Lobmiiit (1756): 
Pmg, Hasteubcck, CVoss-Jigersdorf, Kass^ach, Breslau, teuiHm 

Cn^tidi Zmidt/rfi Hoe* Urch (*758) : ‘ eleven hitherto in ''ll* 
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fe: shocked at the favourite creatuide of her hands ; 
ifastens td dismiss him (** Be Cardina then, you ingrhte of a 
Benii$; disappear under that Red Hat 1 ’*) — and appoints, in 
his st^ad> dne ChoiseuI (known hitherto as ^iatnvilkt Comte 
do Sminyhie, Freneh Excell^cy at Vienna, but now made Duke 
On this promotion), Due de ChoiseuI ;^ who is a Lorrainer, or 
Semi-Austrian, by very birth ; and probably much fitter for the 
place. A swift, impetuous ^ind of man, this ChoiseuI, who is 
still rather young than otherwise ; plenty of proud spirit in him, 
of shifts, talent of the reckless sort; who proved very notable 
in F ranee for the next twenty years. 

Frenoh trade being ruined withal, money is running dread- 
fully low: but they appoint a new Controller-General; a M. de 
Silhouette^ who is thought to have an extraordinary creative 
genius in Finance. Had he but a Fortunatus-Purse, how lucky 
were it! With Fortunatus Silhouette as purse-holder, with a 

young ChoiseuI on this hand, and a fiery old Belleisle on 
that, Pompadour meditates great things this Year, — Invasions 
of England ; stronger German Armies ; better German Plans, 
and slashings home upon Hanover itself, or the vital point; — 
and flatters herself, and her poor Louis, that there is on the 
aiiril, for 1759, such a French Campaign as will perhaps as- 
tohish Pitt and another insolent King. Very fixed, fell and 
feminine is the Pompadour’s humour in this matter. Nor is 
the Czarina’s less so; but more, if possible ; unappeasable ex- 
cept by death. Imperial Maria Theresa has masculine reasons 
Withal ; great hopes, too, of late. Of the War’s ending till fiat 
iinpossibility stop it, there is no likelihood. 

To Pitt this Campaign 1759, in ^ite of bad omens at the 
outset, proved altogether splendid : but greatly the reverse on 
Friedrich^s side ; to whom it was the most disastrous and un- 
fortunate he had yet made, or did ever make. Pitt at his zenith 
in public reputation ; Friedrich never so low before, nothing 
se^^ik^g’ 5 y but extinction near ahead, when this Year ended. 
The truth i|, apart his specific pieces of ill-luck, there had 
lidw begun for Friedrich a new rule of procedure, which much 
altered his appearaiice in the world. Thrice over had he tried 
by the aggressive or invasive method; thrice over made a 
plunge attte enemy's heart, hoping so to disarm or lame him. 

* of Forei^ Affairs, * NovemW 1758’ (Barbicr, iv.%94). 



$4 like to be overwhelmed. BwUxix 

Jan.. 4 pril 1759. 

but that, with resources speut to such a degree, is what he 
not do a fourth time ; ^he is too weak henOeforth to ttunk of 
that. * 

Prussia has a^ays its King, and his unri vailed tateni: but 
;hat is pretty much the only fixed itetn. Prussia versus France* 
Austria, Russia, Sweden and the German Reich, what is it as 
a field of supplies for war 1 Except its King, these are failing, 
year by year; and at a rate fatally in comparison. 
rich cannot now do Leuthens, Rosibachs ; far-shining feats of 
victory, which astonish all the world. His fine Prussian vete- 
rans have mostly perished ; and have been replaced by new 
levies and recruits ; who are inferior both in discipline and na- 
tive quality ; — though they have still, people say, a noteworthy 
taste of the old Prussian sort in them ; and do, in fact, fight 
well to the last. But *it is observable,* says Retzow somewhere, 
and indeed it follows from the nature of the case, * that while 

* the Prussian Army presents always its best kind of soldiers 

* at the beginning of a war, Austria, such are its resources in 
‘ population, always improves in that particular, and its best 
< troops appear in the last campaigns.’ In a word, Friedrich 
stands on the defensive henceforth ; disputing bis ground inch 
by inch; and is reduced, more and more, to battle obscurely 
with a hydra-coil of enemies and impediments ; and to do 
heroisms which make no noise in the Gazettes. And* alas, 
which cannot figure in History either, — ^what is more a sorrow 
to me here ! 

Friedrich, say all judges of soldiership and human character 
who have studied Friedrich sufficiently, ”is greater than ever,’* 
in thpe four Years now coming.^ And this, I have found more 
and more to be a true thing ; verifiable and demonstrable in 
time and place, — though, unluckily for us, hardly in this time 
or this place at all I A thing which cannot, by any method, 
be made manifest to the general readier ; who delights in shin- 
ing summary feats, and is impatient of tedious preliminaries 
and investigations, — especially of maps^ which are ^411*8- 
pensablest requisite of all. A thing, in short, tl^t belongs 
peculiarly to soldier-student^f ; cab undergo the dull pre- 
liminaries, most dull but mo^t inexorably needed; and can fol- 

out, with Watchful intelligence, and with a patience not to 
bewoaried, the multifarious topographies* details ofmovementu 

^ m Eensow; Ssti. 
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^i^;jrear,''p» 'Such ; 

; ls'% be done with it here t li couM, by sigmfic^^^ 
sttoke^ mSicate, undei* features true so fat as they i;^ent, the 
great wide firefiobd that was raging round |he World ; if we 
could, carefully omitting very many things. Omit of the things 
intelligible and decipherable that concern Friedrich himself, 
nothing that had rrieahing: ^indeed~! But It is idle pre- 
luding. Forward again, brave reader, under such conditions 
as there are I 

Friedrich’s Writer in Bteslau was of secluded, silent, sombre 
dharadten this tiihe; nothing of stir in it but from work only: 

with the last, and its kindly visitors and 
^ Friedrich given-up to his manifold businesses, to 
hid; silent sorrows. * I have passed my winter like a Carthusian 
*|honk,* he writes fo D’Argens: ‘I dine alone; I spend my 
‘ life in reading ahd writing ; and I do not sup. When one is 
‘ sad, it becomes at last too burdensome to hide one’s grief 
‘ Continually; and it is better to give way to it by oneself, than 
‘ to carry one’s gloOin into society. Nothing solaces me but 

* the vigorous application required in steady and continuous 
^ labour. , This distraction does force one to put away painful 
‘ ideas, while it lasts: but, alas, no sooner is the work done, 

* than these fatal companions present themselves again, as if 

* Uyeiier than everi ‘ Maupertuis w^s right: the sum of evil 

* does certainly surpass that of good: — ^but to me it is all one; 

* I have almost nothmg more to lose ; and my few remaining 

* days, what matters it much of what complexion they be 

The loss of his Wlhelmina, had there been no other grief, 
ha¥ darkened all his life to Friedrich. Readers are not pre- 
pared for the details of grief we could give, and the settled 
glbbiji of mind they indicate* A loss irreparable and immea- 
surable ; the light life,^ the one loved heart that loved him, 
gdfte. His passionate appeals to Voltaire to celebrate for him 
in lost treasure, and at least make her virtues im<* 

mprml, aretperhaps^^ to readers;® alas, this is a very 

feeble li^d; Of immdrtdlity^ tod Frijedrich too well feels it such. 

March ^ Fr^SriCf xix. ^). ■ 

■ *■«'? ■«. S* 4 ^ Biirdth (in ^Uvres de 

Vdliairey aviii. 79^86): se 4 Fnedrich't? (6fch November 1758); with’ 

y^ltaWs ■■ in Ans'W«53r;t'next;moS§fth): .'FrkstjOdfeb’s,^ (Biresli^tt, 23d 

Jaituary 1759), demanding iSomethiri^ mbrb, —fotto^jed by the jusiciied (ib. 
Ixacd, 4oa; Uaviii. Sa, 9a; tF <Mumt^ d 9 MMirici^ ao-a4; g:c.). 
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All Winter he dwells internally on the sad matter, though soon 
falKng silent on it to others. 

The War is ever more dark and dismal to him; a wearing, 
harassing, nearly disgusting task ; on which, however, depends 
life or death, Thfs Year, he ‘expects to have 300,000 enemies 
upon him ;* and ‘is, with his utmost effort, getting-up x$a,ooo 
to set against them.* Of business, in its many kinds, there call 
be no lack ! In the intervals he also wrote considerably ; one 
of his Pieces is a SennoK on The last Judgment; handed to 
Reader De Catt, one evening : — to De Catt*5 surprise, and to 
ours ; the Voiceless in a dark Friedrich trying to give itself 
some voice in this way f Another Piece, altogether practical 
and done with excellent insight, brevity, modesty, is On Tac^ 
tiesj^ — properly it might be called, ‘Serious very Private 
Thoughts,’ thrown on paper, and communicated only to two 
or three, ‘ On the new kind of Tactics necessary with those 
‘ Austrians and their Allies,* who are in such overwhelming 
strength. ‘ To whose continual sluggishness, and strange want 

* of concert, to whose incohercncy of movements, languor of 
‘ execution, and other enormous faults, we have owed, with 
‘ some excuse for our own faults, our escaping of destruction 

* hitherto,* — but had better not trust that way any longer f 
Fouquet is one of the highly select, to whom he communicates 
this Piece ; adding along with it, in FouquePs case, an affec- 
tionate little Note, and, in spite of poverty, some Newyear’s 
Gift, as usual, — the “ Widow’s Mite** (300/., we find) ; “ receive 
“ it with the same heart with which it was set apart for you ; a 
“ small help, which you may well have need of, in these ca- 
“ iamitous times. Fouquet much admires the new Tactical 
Suggestions ; — seems to think, however, that the certainly 
practicable one is, in particular, the last, That of “ impmving 
our Artillery to some equality with theirs.*’ For which, as may 
appear, the King has already been taking thought, in more 
‘ways than one. 

Finance is naturally a heavy part of Friedrich*s?Proflffili ; 
the part which looks especially impossible, from our point of 
vision I In Friedrich’s Countty, the War Budget docs not 

^ i&'uvrffv xv, (wte Preuss's thcie > Kornwy, 

«i. 3^; &C. &c.). 

» Pjgfxums *'ur ia in Qtworeseie Fr^d^tic^ xxviih 

» 913d December 1738;* wkh Fouquet's Answer, ad January *7591 is 

CEwmrd^ Primrtc^ xx. ii4-xt7. 
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aife from the Peace one. Neither is any borrowing possible ; 
that sublime Art, of rolling-over on you know not whom the 
expenditure, needful or needless, of your^heavy*laden self, had 
not yet,*— though England is busy at it, — ^been invented among 
Nations. Once, or perhaps twice, from th% Stande of some 
willing Province, Friedrich negotiated some small Loan ; which 
was punctually repaid when Peace came, and was always 
gratefully remembered. But these are as nothing, in face of 
such expenses ; and the thought how he did contrive on the 
Finance side, is and was not a little wonderful. An ingenious 
Predecessor, whom I sometimes quote, has expressed himself 
in these words : 

* Such modicum of Subsidy* (he is speaking of the English 
Subsidy in 1758), ‘how useful will it prove in a Country bred 

• everywhere to Spartan thrift, accustomed to regard waste as 
‘ sin, and which will lay-out no penny except to purpose ! I 

• guess the Prussian Exchequer is, by this time, much on the 
‘ ebb ; idle precious metals tending everywhere towards the 
•melting-pot. At what precise date the Friedrich-Wilhehn 

• balustrades, and enormous silver furnitures, were first gone 

• into, Dryasdust has not informed me : but we know they all 

• went ; as they well might. To me nothing is so wonderful 

• as Friedrich’s Budget during this War. One day it will be 

• carefully investigated, elucidated and made conceivable and 

• certain to mankind : but that as yet is far from being the 

• case. We walk about in it with astonishment ; almost, were 

• it possible, with incredulity. Expenditure on this side, work 
‘ done on that ; human nature, especially British human nature, 

• refuses to conceive it. Never in this world, before or since, 

‘ was the like. The Friedrich miracles in War are great ; but 

• those in Finance are almost greater. Let Dryasdust bethink 

• him ; and gird his flabby loins to this Enterprise ; which is 

• very behoveful in these Californian times !’ — 

The general Secret of Prussian Thrift, 1 do fear, is lost; 
from the world. And how an Army of about 200,000, in field 
ana'^ garnson, could be kept on foot, and in some ability to 
front combilied Europe, on about Three Million Sterling annu- 
ally (* 25 million thalers ' that is the steady War- 
Budget of those years), remains to us inconceiA^ble enough ; 
~mournfuUy miraculous, as it were ; and growing ever more 
SO in the Nugget-generations that now run. Meanwhile, here 
VOL. Vlir. H 
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are what hixxts I coaid find, on the Origins of that modest 
which also are a wonder 

* The Hoarded Pmsslkn Moneys, or ** Thames** ’ (two ^ lton» 
Xietm S^Aate, Grasse Schats^ which are rigidly saved in PeaeO year% 
% incidence of Wa'w), ‘being nearly run-out, there had come ths 
‘ lish Subsidy : this, with Saxony, and the Home mvendes md remain 

* of Schatz^ had sufficed for 1758 ; but will no longer suffice* Next 

‘ Saxony, the English Subsidy (670,000/, dUe the second time diiis yW) 
‘ was always Friedrich*s principal resource t and in the latter yeawu of 

* the War, I observe, it was nearly twice the amount of what all hia 
‘ Prussian Countries together, in their ravaged and wpm^out atite, 

‘ could yield him. In and after 1759, besides Home Income, whkh I# 

* gradually diminishing, and English Subsidy, which is a steady 

* tity, Friedrich’s sources of revenue are mainly Two : 

‘ Firsts there is that of wringing money from your Enemias* nfem 

* those that have deserved ill of you, — such of them as you can coma 

* at. Enemies, open or seciet, even Hl-urishers, we are not parttcidatV 
‘provided only they he Mithm arm’s-length. tinder this head fall 

* principally three Countnes (and their three poor Populations, inlmu 
‘ of their Governments) : Saxony, Mecklenburg (or the main part of it, 

* Mecklenburg-.Srto^’ri;/), and Anhalt ; from these three there is « tXm* 
‘ tinual forced supply of money and furnishings. Their demerits to 

* Friedrich differ much in intensity ; nor is his wringing of them,*^ 
‘ which in the cases of Mecklenbuig and Saxony increases year by year 
‘ to the nearly intolerable pitch, — quite m the simple ratio of their de- 
‘ merits ; but in a coiiipound latio of that and of his indignation and 

* of his wants. 

‘ Saxony, as Prime Author of this War, was from the first laid-hold 
‘ of, collared tightly : “ Pay the shot, then, what you can” (in the end 
‘ it was almost what you cannot) ! As to Mecklenburg- Schweri^j the 

* grudge against Prussia vi as of very old standing, some generations 
‘ now ; and the present Duke, not a very wise Sovereto more than 
' his Ancestors, had always been ill wdth Friedrich ; willing to ^ite 
‘ and hurt him when possible : in Reichs Diet he, of all German 
‘ Princes, was the first that voted for Friedrich’s being put to Ban of 
‘ the Reicb, — ^he ; and his poor People know since whether that wA$ 4 

* wise step ! The little Anhalt Princes, tbo, all the Anhalts, DesSau, 
/ Bemburg, Cothen, Zerbst’ (perhaps the latter partially excejpted, for 
a certain Russian Lady’s sake), * had voted, or at least had ain 1 ?%n'* 
‘ oudy hall-voted, in favour of the Ban, and done othei^hiillBdiy 

* things ; and had now to pay dear for their bits of empties. Poor 

* souls, they had but One Vote among them all Four;— -and they only 
‘ half gave it, tremulously pulling It back again, t ^ould guess it 

* was their terrors mainly, and over-readinfe^s to reckon FriMrich a 
‘ sinking ship ; and to leap from the deck ofhim,-— with a spurn Which 

* he took ior insolent f The Anhalt-Dessauers paiticulaily, who Were 

Preus9, il jSiJ-spa; Stengel, v 137-1:^1. 
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^ 0oce 0 (Mi very Army* half Pmiaians for generations back, he reckoned 
f to have used him scandalously iU. # 

* TO* Year the teqtuisition on the Four Anhalts,— •‘Which they sub- 

* *j6d^ Ip mtiently, as people who have leapt into the wrong ship, — is, 

* in precise talci of money, 330,000 tlmlers (about 50,000/.) ; recruits, 

^ a*aDO| horsess, tSoo. In Saxony, besides the fixed 'faxes, strict con- 

* h^oation pf Meissen Potteries and every Royalty, there were exacted 

* haaVy ** Contributions,” more and more heavy, from the few opulent 
^ IpPWns* nhiefly from Leipzig ; which were wrung-out, latterly, under 
*g?:eat severities,—** chief merchants of Leipzig all clapt in prison, 

* Ici^t on bread-and-water till they yielded,” — as great severities as 

* would Sttihee, but greater ; which also was noted. Unfortunate 

* phief merchants of Leipzig, — with Brubl and l^olish Majesty little 

* Hkbly to indemnify them! Unfortunate Country altogether. An in- 

* telligent Saxon, who is vouched-for as impartinl, bears witness as 

* fellows; ** And this I Icnow, that the oppiessions ami plundering.s of 

** the Austrians and Reichtifolk, m Saxony, turned allhe;uL-> a vv ay from 
** ; and it was publicly said, We had latlicr beai the .steady btuden 

** of the Prussians than such help as these our pretended Deliveiers 
** bring. Whereby, on the whole, the poor Country got its back 

* broken, Und couhi never look-up in the world since. Resource A/rr/ 

* was abundantly severe. 

* Resource Seemdis strangest of all ; — and has given rise to criticism 

* bought It is no other than that of issuing base money ; mixing your 

* gold and silver com with copper, — Ihi.s, one gue\es to sa), is the 

* Second and extreme resource. ** A rude method, — w’ould we had a 

* b^ter,— -of suspending Cash-payments, and jiaying by bank-notes in- 
*iteadi” thinks Friedrich, I .suppose. Fiym his Prussian Mints, from 

* his SaxOn* (which are his for the present), ‘and fiom the little An- 

* halt-Bemburg Mint^,(of which he expressly pui chased the sad privi- 
lege,-— for we are not a Coiner, we are a King reduced to suspend 
CUsh'-paymentj;, for the time being), ‘ Friedrich poiired-out over all 

* Germany, in all manner of kinds, huge cjuantitics of bad Coin. This, 

* ^0 long os it would lost, is more and more a copious fountain of 

* aupply. tTiis, for the first time, has had to appear as an item in 

* War-Budget 1759: and it fails in no following, liul expands moie 

* and more* It was done through Ephraim, the not lovely Berlin Jew, 

* whom we used to hear of in Voltaire’s time ; — through Ephraim and * 

* Ephraim a$ President : in return for a net Sum, these 

* shaffhuve privilege to coin such and such amounts, so and .so alloyed ; 

^ shall pay to^eneral Tauentzicn, Army Treasurer, at fixed terms, the 

* Sums specified ; ** Go, and do it; our Mint -Officers sharply w^atching 
*yoU; Mint -Officers, and General Taueutzien” (with a young Herr 

* LliSSm^ as his Chief Clerk, of whom the King knows nothing) ; **Go, 

* ye bnlovdy 1 ” And Ephraim and Company are making a great deal 

* m mbhey oy the unlovely job. Ephraim is the pair ot tcmg% ; the ' 

n SteuR«l (cidflg from JCrte^skanziei, which I have not), v. 137 n. 
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* hand, and the unlovely job, are a royal raan^s. Alas, feSf iw>«« 

* of us knows better than King Friediich, perhaps few of us weH, 

* how little lovely a job *ii was; how shockingly f/a(kin^y It 

* though a practice not unknown to German Kings and Kin^ets hittee 

* his time, and siuc^ down almost to ours.^ In fact, these all pd* 

* kingly practices ; and the English Subsidy itself is distastefulio a prond 

* Friedrich : but what, in those circumstances, can any Fidedrirft do? 

* The first coinages of Ephraim had, it seems, in tiSem about 3’7tha 

* of copper; something less than the half, and more than the thit^^^ 

your gold sovereign grown to be worth uSs. 6 d. * But yearly U grew 

^ worse; and in 176a* (Fnghsh Subsidy having failed) ^niatteil had 

* got inverted ; and there was three times as much copper a$ lllver, 

* Commerce, as Vas natural, went rocking and tossing, a$ on a M 

* under eaith quakes; but there was always *’eady •money emoitg I^ied+ 

* riches soldieis, as among no other: nor did the common peopB^ ^ 

* retail pui chasers, suffer by it “Hah, an Ephraimite they Wptild 

* say, grinning not ill-humouredly, at sight of one of these pfeCCs ; 

* some of which they had moie specifically named {owing 

to a tint of blue peiceivablc, in spite of the industrious platinig hr teal 
silver, or at least ‘boiling m some solution* of it); ‘these they would 

* salute with this rhyme, then current : 

• yon amsen schon^ von tnncu Outside noble, inside slijRlI 

^ yon aussen JFrud^tch^ von tnnen Eph- Outside Friedrich, mfode 
' raim, 

* By this time, whatever of money, from any source, can be scraped 

* together in Fncclnch’s world, Hows wholly into the Army*Cheat, 00 

* the leal citadel ot life. In these latter years of the War, beginning, 

* I could guess, from 1759, all Civil expenditures, and wagics of Om« 

‘ cials, cease to be paid m money; nobody of that kind sees the colour 

* even of bad coin; but is paid only in “ Paper Assignments,’* in Pro* 

‘ mises to Pay “ aftei the Peace.’* These Paper Documents made nO 

* pretence to the lank of Currency: such holders of them as had money, 

‘ or friends, and could wait, got punctual payment when the term did 
‘ arrive; but those that could not, suffered greatly; having to negotiate 

* their debentures on luinous terms, — sometimes at an expense of threC’^ 

‘ fourths. — I will add Friedrich’s practical Schedule of Al)afr*^t$ from 

‘ all these various Sources ; and what Friedrich’s own vlCw of the" 
‘ Sources was, when he could survey them from the safe di.slat^^a 
‘ Schedule of Amounts^ {say for 1761)* *To make««up the Twmity- 
^ five Million thalers, necessary for the Army, there are : ^ 

* From our Prussian Countries, ruixted, harried as Tluikrf 

* they have been. ... . . 4 miUioas^y* 

* From haxony and the other Wrineings, , . % sulliom, 

‘ Engtiikh Subsidy ( 4 of good gold , betJoppered 

Mflto double), 8 w 

‘ From Ephrmm and his Farm of the Mint 

• 7 

w In SU$iiset{y, *41) enumeration of eight or nine unhapipy Potentatea mm 
busy with It in those same years. . 
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^ * !m j^m twfntjr-sxx Millions; leaving you one Mlllioti of matgin,*— 
^ M ^ l^enty of cash in hand for incidental sundries J* 

I <]FiWrfch*S own view of thifee sad matter#, as he closes his Hist&ry 
fVay (at ‘Berlin, xyth December 1763^), ‘is in 
♦ *^Hay Heaven grant, — if Heaven 4eign to lo<^ down 

tHe pilltty eoncetus of men,— -that the unalterable and flourishing 
** of this Country preserve the Sovereigns who shall govern it 

frw the scouiges and calamities which Prussia has suffered in these 
** of trouble and subversion; that they may never again be forced 

« to rocut to the violent and fatal remedies which we {l^on) have been 
Obliged to employ in maintenance of the State against the ambitious 
^ hittted of the Sovereigns of Europe, who wish^ to annihilate the 
Brandenburg, and exterminate from the* world whatever 
|)^e the Prussian name 


Ojfthe Smai/^lVar in Spring 1759. TJure arc Five Disrupt 
Horn of that grand Cordon (February — April) ; and Fer- 
dinand of Brunswick fights his Battle of Bergen (April 
13th). 

Friedrich, being denied an aggressive course this Year, by 
no means sits idly expectant and defensive in the interim ; but, 
all tlie more vigorously, as is observable, from February on- 
ivards, $trikes-out from him on every side : endeavouring to 
3B^K«l the Enemy‘s Magazines, and cripple his operations in 
that way* So that there was, all winter through, a good deal 
of 3 mall-War (some of it not Small), ^ of more importance than 
nsnalf — chiefly of Friedrich’s originating, with the above view, 
or of Ferdinand his Ally’s, on a still more pressing score* And, 
on the whole, that immense Austrian-French Cordon, which 
goes from the Carpathians to the Ocean, had by no means a 
quiet time ; but was broken into, and violently hurled back, in 
different parts : some four, or even five, attacks upon it in all ; 
three of them by Prince Henri, — in two of which Duke Ferdi- 
nand's people cooperated ; the business being for mutual be- 
hoqf. These latter Three were famous in the world, that 
WiSler r"and indeed are still recognisable as brilliant pro- 
fcedures ofetheir kind ; though, except dates and results, we 
tS 5 in aftitd almost nothing of them here. These Three, intended 
chMy against Reichs people and their Posts and Magazines, 
felkjut on the western and middle part of the Cordon. An- 

otW l^ck was in the extreme eastward, and was for Fried- 

• • 

** fjpeuss, «f 3W* ** CSuvfTs tUt MdCriCf v. 334. 



toz LIKE TO BE OVERWHELMED. Boc^XlX, 

»di JflUi* X7$9f 

rich's owa behoof ; under Fouquet's management ;~intend^ 
against the Austrian-Moravian Magazines and Frefamlons, 
but had little success. 'Still another assault, or invasive outVoad, 
northward against the Russian Magazines, there also iv?ts ; of 
which by and b^^. Besides all which* and mote memorable 
than all. Duke Ferdinand, for vital reasons of his owo» fought 
a Battle this Spring, considerable Battle, and did gain it l 
which made great noise in the world. 

It is not necessary the reader should load his memory vdth 
details of all these preliminary things ; on the contrary, it is 
necessary that he keep his memory clear for the far mott im« 
poitant things that lie ahead of these, and entertain these in a 
summary way, as a kind of foreground to what is comltlg* 
Perhaps the following Fractions of Note, which put matters in 
something of Chronological or Synoptical form, will sudicC 
him, or more than suffice. He is to understand that the grand 
tug of War, this Year, gradually turns-out not to be hereabouts, 
nor with Daun and his adjacencies at all, but with the llus* 
sians, who arrive from the opposite Northern quarter ; and 
that all else will pi ovc to be merely prefatory and nugatory in 
comparison. 

yau!«irv ‘lif, 1 7 <59*. F} (inhfnrt-on-MayHi though it is a I^eichstadt, 
finds iisJf ^Hddtnlv be onn Ftemh. ‘ I’lincc de Soubise lies between 

* Mayu and Lihn, his 2,5,000; beautifully safe and convenient, — 

* though ill olffor a ]7lacc of-amis m those parts. Opulent Frankfurt, 

* on his light; h(»w han<ly w.mld that be, were not Reichs LaW so ex- 

* press ! Maiburg, fhosscn aie outposts of his ; on which side one of 
‘ Ferdinand’s people, runce von Ysenhurg, watches him with an S or 

* 10,000, capable of miscliief in that quarter. 

* Oil the Fve of New'year’s day, or on the auspicious Day itSel^ 
^ Soubise icquests, of the Frankfurt Aiuhorilies, permission for a mgi- 
‘ nient of his to march thiough that Imperial City. To which, by law 

* and theory, the Imperial City can say Yes or No; but pii«.eticaUy 
‘ cannot, without grave inconvenience, say other than Yes, though 

/ h'lankfiuters wish it could. ‘'Yes,” answer the Frankfurt Magnates; 
‘ Yes, surely, undci the known conditions. Tuesday T^uary ad, 

‘ about 5 in the morning, wiiile all is still dark in Frankfur!^ regfeent 

* Nassau appears, accordingly, at the Sachsenhausen Cal% Tiwnguard 

* people all ready to leceiVe it and escort it through ; and is admitted 

* as usual. Quite as usual : but instead of being escorted thTbugh, it 
' orders, in calm pnemptoiy voice, the Towngnard, To ground amis; 
‘ with calm rapidity proceeds to admit ten other regirhcnls or battali^ns^ 

* six of them Gt iman ; seizes the artille»*y on the Walls, seixes all the 
‘ other tidies ;-^and poor Frankfurt fmds itself lied hand and foot, ab 
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'* Mbre it is out of bed ! Done with great exactitude, with the 

* lOamitmm of confusion, and without a hurt skin to anybody. The 

* jinbabitant# stood silent, gazin the Towngunrd laid down ihelr arms, 

i<irent home. Totally against law; but cleverly done ; perhaps 

* Sbnbise^s Ohief exploit in the world ; certainly one real success 
^ the Frei^ch have yet had. 

‘ Soubise made haste to summon the Magistrates ; Law ol Ne- 
^ cessity alone, most honoured Sirs ! Reichs Law is clear against me. 

* Bht all the more shall private liberties, religions, properties, in Jhis 

* Ixnpetial Free-Town, be sacred to us. Defence agamst any aggres- 
^ sion ; and the .strictest discipline observed. Depend on me, X bid 
' you i**-— And kept his word to an honourable degree, they say ; or 

* in absence, made it ke kept, during the Four Years that follow. 

* Most Frankfurters are, at heart, Anti -French: but Soubise’s affability 
^ was perfect j and he gave evening parties of a sublime character; the 
^ Magistrates all appearing there, m their square perukes and long 
^ gowns, with a mournful joy.*‘* 

Soubise soon went home, to assist in important businesses, — Inva- 
sion of England, no less ; let England look to itself this Summer !— 
and Broglio succeeded him, as Army-Captain in the Frankfurt parts ; 
W^th laurels accruing, more or less. Soubise, like IJroglio, began with 
Eossbach; Soubise ends with Frankfurt, for the present; where Broglio 
also gains hh chief laurels, as will shortly be seen. Frankfurt is a 
great gain to France, though an illicit one. It puts a bai on Duke 
Ferdinand in that quarter; secures a starting-point for attacks on 
Hesaen, Hanover; for cooperation with Contades and the Lower Rhine. 
It is the one success France lias yet had iu this Wai, or pretty much that 
it ever had in it. Due to Piince de Soubise, in that illegal fashion. 
—'A highly remarkable little Boy, now in liis tenth yeai, Johann Wolf- 
gang Goethe, has hi.s wondering eyes on flicsc things: and, short while 
hence, meets daily, on the stairs and lobbies at home, a pleasant French 
Official Gentleman who is quarter ed theie ; between whom and Papa 
occur rubs, — as readers may remember, and shall hear in April com- 

m 

Grand Cordon disrupted i Erfurt Country^ i6tk February — zrf 
March, * About six weeks after this P'rankfurt achievement, certain 

* Reichsfolk and Austrian Auxiliaries are observed to be cutting-down 

* endless timber, ** 18,800 palisades, 6,000 trees of 60 feet,” and other 

* huge furnishings, from the poor Duke of Gotha’s woods ; evidently 

* wonmpio fortify them.selvcs iu Erfuit. Upon which Prince Ilenri 

* detaches a General Knobloch ihithervvaid, Duke P'erdinand contri- 
buting 4, Jbo to meet him there; which combined expedition, after 

* sharp knocking and shoving, entirely disrooted the Austrians 
^ and Reichsfolk, and sent them packing. Had them quite torn-out 

* by 4ie i^d of the month ; and had planned to attack them on two 

* at once” (March ad), with a view of swallowing them whole,— 

» Twapelhof, in. 7-8 ; Stwnzcl, v. ipS-soa • • 
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4th<^^tMayeb.i^;^S9» 

* when they (these Reichs Volscians, in such a state of l 9 ntt«r} |)i>ivattcly 

* hastened off, one and all of them, the day before*’** 

This was Breakage Mrst of the gr^nd Cordon; an explositre 
of it back out of those Erfurt parts. Bone by Prince Henri*^? pedph) 
in concert with Bt ke Ferdinand’s, — who were mutually inteir^lsSKed k 
the thing. 

Breakage Second : Erfitrt-Fulda Country^ %tst Marck^tfk AfirU» 

* About the end of March, these intrusive Austrian Reichsfolk made 
’ some attempt to come back into those Countries; but again gat »o- 
‘ thing but hard knocks ; and gave-up the Erfurt project Fof^ dose 

* following on this Firsts there was a Second still deeper and rougher 

* Breakage, in those same regions; the liereditary Prince of Brunswick 
’ dashing through, on a special Errand of Ferdinand’s own* (of which 
presently), * with an 8 or 10,000, in his usual fiery manner; home hito 

* the very bowels of the Reich (April 3d, and for a week onward); UtWl 

* returning with ** above a, 000 prisoners’* in hand; cspcciany With a 

* Reich \\ ell frightened behind him ; — still in time for Duke Fetdi- 

* nand’s Adventure’ (m fact, for his Battle of Bergen, of which we are 
to hear). * Had been well assisted by Piince Henri, who ’’made dan^^ 

* gerous demonstrations in the distance,” and was extremely diligcn^-^ 

’ though the interest was chiefly Ferdinand’s this time,’*^— Contem^ 
porary with that AVrj/ Erfurt Business, there went on, 300 miles away 
from it, in the quite opposite direction, another of the same;— «too 
curious to be omitted. 

Across the Polish Fronim* : February %^h^March ' In the 

* end of February, General Wobersnow, an active man, was detached 

* from Glogau, over into Poland, Posen way, To overturn the Russian 
^ provision operations thereabouts; in particular, to look into a certain 
‘ high-flying Polack, a I'rinoj Sulkowski of those parts; who with all 
‘diligence is gathering food, in expectation of the Russian advent; 

‘ and indeed has formally “declared War against the King of Prussia;” 

‘ having the right, he says, as a Polish Magnate, subject only to his 
‘ own high thought in .such affairs. The Russians and their wars are 
‘ dear to Sulkowski. He fell prisoner iu their cause, at Zomdorf, last 
‘ Autumn ; was stuck, like all the other:. SoUikoff himself aznong 
‘ them, into the \aulied parts of Custrin Garrison: “lam sorry 1 have 
‘ no Siberia for you,” said Friedrich, looking, not in a benign way, on 
I the captive Dignitaries, that hot afternoon ; “ go to Custrin, and see 
‘ what you have provided for yourselves !” Which the^ynid to do ; 

‘ nothing, for certain day.s, but cellarage to lodge in; King mexa®lc, ' 
‘ deaf to remonstrance. Which possibly may have contributed tO kindle 
‘ Sulkowski into these extremely high pxoccedings, 

*At any rate, Wobersnow punctually looks-in upon him: sckes 
‘ his considerable stock of Russian pfoviants; his belngcrent hk 
‘ high person itself; and in one luckless hour snaiE him out Itom the 

* * W Karrative, ift Helden*Geschtehfe, v, leaa et seq* 

^ Tempelhof, iH. 29’2«i 
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* ^ of potentates. His belligerent force, about 1,000 Polacks, were 

* 0 . compelled, <*by the cudg^,” say my authorities, to take I^russian 
^ i4pPvi<Ke* (in garrison-regiment^ and well sctfttered about, 1 suppose); 

* ]his own high person found itself sitting locked in Glogau, left to its 

* Inflections. Sat thus till the War ended,*' saylsome; certainly till 

* the Snlkowski War had been sufficiently exploded by the laughter 
^ of mankind.* Here are, succinctly, the dates of thi:» small memor* 
ability: 

* End of February, Wobersnow gathers, at Glogau, a force of about 

* %ooo horse and foot. Marches, February^ over Oder Bridge. 
^ straight into Poland ; that same night, to the neighbourhood of Lissa 

* and Reisen (Sulkowski's dominion), about thirty miles north-east of 

* Glogau. Sulkowski done next day part of the capture is “ fifteen 
^SmaU guns.’* Wobwsnow goes, next, for Posen; arrives, %%th Fe- 

* htruary; destroys Russian M.agaziue, ransoms jews. Shoots- out other 

* detachments on the Magazine Enterprise; — detaches Platen along the 

* Warta, where are picked-up various items, among others “eighty 

* tuns of brandy, ’’—but himself proceeds no farther than 1 'osen. March 

* 4^ sets-ottt again from Posen, homewards.”^* We i»hall hear again 
of Wobersnow, in a much more important way, before long. 

To the Polish Republic so-called, Frieflrich explained politely, not 
aptdogetically : ** Since you allow the Russians to march through you 
in attack of me, it is evident to your just minds that the attacked party 
must have similar privilege,” “ Truly!*’ answered they, in their just 
minds, generally; and made no complaint about Sulkowski (though 
Polish Majesty and Primate endeavoured to be loud about ** Invasion” 
and the like): — ^and indeed Polish Republic was lying, for a long while 
past, as if broken-backed, on the public^bighway; a Nation anarchic 
every fibre of it, and under the feet and hoofs of travelling Neighbours, 
especially of Russian Neighbours ; and is not now capable of saying 
much for itself in such cases, or of doing anything at all. 

Frunkjk^rt Countr^f^ April j^lh: Dttkc FcrdinanFs Battle of Bef\r^en, 

' Duke Ferdinand, fully aware what a stroke that seizure of Frankfurt 

* was to him, resol ve<l to risk a long m.arch at this bad season, and 

* attempt to drive the French out. Contndes was absent in Paris, — 

* no fear of an attack from Contades’s Army; Broglio’s in Frankfurt, 

* grown now to about 35,000, can perhaps be beaten if vigorously at- 

* tacked. Ferdinand appoints a rendezvous at Fulda, of various Corps, 

' Mnce *Wfbnburg’s and others, that lie nearest, Hessians many of 

* them, Hanoverians others ; proceeds, himself, to F uida, with a few 
^ attendants^ (a drive of about aoo miles); — having left Lord George 

* Sackville* (mark the sad name of him!) ‘ — Sackville, head of the 

* ^^sh, and General Spdrken, a Hanoverian, — to take charge in 
^ Munster pountiy, during his absence. It was from Fulda that be 

1* kf^hricM vm der Uniernehmmis des General- Majon vmt Wobersnow in 
Mdrti^ 1759 : in Seyfaitb, Beylagen, li. 536-589. ^if^lden-Ge- 

tfmmeii V. $39. 
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* sl>ot-otit the Hereditary Prince on that important Errand W 4 a lafc^y 

* spoke of, under the head of Breakage Secqndy^-^xiimi^i^ lo deaf 
‘ his right flank, and scale the Reich ffell off him, while he ohould be 
‘ marching on Frankfurt. All which, flenri assisting from th,^ dk*- 

* tance, the Hereditary Prince performed to perfection, vms 

‘ back {April %tk) in excellent time for the Batfie. 

* Ferdinand stayed hardly a day in Fulda, ranking himoelf and 

* getting on Ihc road. Did his long march of above loo miles with- 
' out accident or loss of time ; — of course, scaring home thfii Brop[Bo 

* Outposts in haste enough, and awakening Broglto^s attention iit a 
< high degree; — and arrives, Thursday April 12th, at WindecSten;, a 

* Village about fifteen miles north-east of Frankfurt; where he passes 

* the night under arms ; intending Battle on the morrow. Brogib is 
‘all assembled, 35,000 strong; his Assailant, witli the Hercdi|;ary 

* Prince come in, counts rather under 30,000. Broglio is posted in, 

‘ and on both sides of, Bergen, a high-lying Village, directly on Per- 
‘ dinand’s road to Frankfurt. Windecken is about fifteen miles fiootn 

* Frankfurt; Bergen about six: — idle Tourists of our lime, on their 

* return from Tloniburg to that City, leave Beigen a little on their left 

* The ground is mere hills, woody dales, marshy brooks; BrogHp’s 
‘ position, with its Village, and Hill, and ravines and advantages, is 
‘ the choicest of the region; and Broglio ’s methods, procedures and 
‘ arrangements in it arc applau<le<l by all judges. 

* Friday 13/// April 1759, Et^rdinand is astir by daybreak; cornea 

* on, along one of those woody \ alleys, pickeering, reconnoitering 

* in the end, directly up the fiill of Bergen; straight upon the key- 

* point. It is about 10 A. M., when the batteries and musketries awoken 

* there; very loud iiuiccd, for perhaps two hours or more. Triitce von 
‘ Ysenburg is leader of Ferdinand’s attacking party. Their attack is 

* hot an<l fierce, and they stick to it steadily; though garden*hedges, 

* orchards and impediments are many, and Broglio, with much cannon 
‘ helping, makes vigorous defence. These Ysenburgers fought till their 
‘ cartridges were nearly spent, and Ysenburg himself lay killed; Imt 

* could not take Bergen. Nor could the Hereditary Prince; whO> in 
‘ aid of them, tried it in flank, with his own usual impetuosity fe- 
‘ kindling theirs, and at first with some success; but was himself token 
‘ in flank by Broglio’s Reserve, and obliged to desist. No geitiiig oi 
‘ Bergen by that method. 

* * Military critics .say coolly, ‘‘You should have smashed it well With 
‘ cannon, first’^ (which Ferdinand had n6i in stock here); «s^e- 

* cially have flung grenadoes into it, till it was well in flame ; impos- 
‘sible otherwise The Ysenburgers and Here^BtaryTrince with- 

* draw. No pursuit of them; or almost less than noucj for the one or 

* two French regiments that tried, it (against order), nearly got cut-up» 

* Broglio, like a very Daun at Kolin, had strictly foibidden all attch 

* attempts t ** On no temptation quit your ground P* 

* • MauvUlon, u. 19. 
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‘The Bafetlt, aft«r this, lay quiet all afternoon; Ferdinand still in 
^ '^itght ; motioning much, to tempt French valour into chasing of him. 
all in vamt Broglio, th<J^h his subalaerns kept urging, remon- 

* atisating, was peremptory not to stir. Whereupon, towards evening, 
•^l^croia certain woody Heights, perhaps still witb^some hope ofdraw- 

* lilg him out, Ferdinand made some languid attempt on Broglio’s 

* wing, or wings j-^and this also failing, had to give-up the affair. He 

* continued cannonading till deep in the night; withdrew to Windecketi: 
^ and about two next morning, marched for home, — .still wdth little or 

* tIO pursuit ; but without hope of Frankfurt henccrorth. And, in fact, 

* has a painful Summer ahead. 

*Feidinand had lost 5 cannon, and of killed and wounded 2,500; 
^tbe French counted their loss at about 1,900."® The joy of France 

* over this immense victory was extraordinary. liroglio was made Prince 
^ of the Reich, MarcJchal de France; would have been raised to the 

had one been able, — for the time being. “And your im- 
* mense victory, so sneered the bystanders, “consists in not being 
‘ beaten, under those excellent conditions; — perhaps victory is a rarity 

* just now P’* 

iTiis is the Battle which our Boy-Friend Johann Wolfgang watched 
with such interest, from his garret-window, hour after hour ; all Krank- 
ftiirt simmering round him, in such a wlnrlpool of self-contradictory 
emotions j till towards evening, when, in long rows of carts, poor 
wounded Hessians and Hanoverians came jolting in, and melted eveiy 
hi^rt into pity, into wailing sorrow, and cageincss to help. A little 
later, Papa Goethe, stepping downi stairs, came across the Oflicial French 
Ooutl^tnan; who said radiantly; “ Doubtless you coiigiatulate yourself 
and US on this victory to his Majesty’s aims.” “Not a whit [Keine- 
answered Papa Goethe, a siiffkigd of man, nowise in the mood 
of congratulating ; “on the contiarj', I \\i^h tlwy had chased you to 
the Devil, though I had had to go too !” Wliidi was a great lelief 
to his feelings, though a dangerous one in the circumstances.*^ 

Mreaka^a Third : Over the Metal Mountains into Boh men {April 
14^1^-20/4). * Ferdinand’s Battle was hardly ending, when Prince Henri 

* poured across the Mountains, — in two columns, Hulsen leading the 
^ inferior or rightmost one, — into Leitmeiitz-h..gor Country; and made 

* a most successful business of the Austrian Magazines he found there, 

* Magazines all Idled ; Enemy all galloping for Brag; — Daun himseL 

* who is sitting vigilant, far in the interior, at Jaronnrtz this montn 

* past, wamthrown into huge llurry, for some days ! Speedy Henri 

* (almost on the one condition of hdng speedy) had his own will of 
‘ the Maga^Anes: burnt, Hulsen and he, “about 600,000/. worth” of 

* Austrian provender in those parts, “ what would have kept 50,000 
^ men five months in bread" (not to mention hay at all) ; gave the 

* Enemy sore slaps (caught about -5,000 qf him, mt yet got on gallop for 

MauyiUoa, ij, lo-io ; Tenipelhof, i«. 26-31, 

£ ^ .Ooethe’a Wtrke (Stuttgart uud Tiibinges, 1699), xjuv, iDickiun% wftrf Wahr^ 
i) *53-*S7* 
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14th April-sth M«y *ysi0» 

* Pjiag) ; burnt his 200 boats on the Elbe : — ^forced him to b^n 

* at the beginning ; and did, in effect, ^considerably kmc iwtard 

* certain of his operations through the S^^nmer. Speedy Haari marched 

* for home April aoth; and was all across the Mountains April a|d; 

* a profitable swift tine days.’*® — And on the sixth day hence he will 
have something similar, and still more important, on foot* A Swift 
man, when he must ! 

Breakage Fourth : Into Mlihrcn {April iM'ZXSt)* * This k 

* quet’s attempt, alluded to above; of which, — as every reader must 

* be satisfied with Small- War, — we will give only the dates* Fouqnet, 

* ranking at Leobschut/, in Ncissc Country, did break-through into 

* Mahren, pushing the Austrians before him; but found the Mag^itineS 
‘ either emptied, or too inaccessible lor any worth they had {-^"-coi^ld 
‘ do nothing on the Magazines ; and returned without result ; homc at 

* Leobschiitz again on the fifth day.’®* This, however, had a 

for Fouquet ; which, as it brought the King himself into those neigh<^ 
bourhoods, we shall have to mention, farther on. 

Breakaoc Fifth : Info Franken {May gtk — June i.r/). * This was 

Prince Henri’s Invasion of the Bamberg-Niimbcrg Countries; a much 
sharper tiling than in any former Year, Much the most famous, 
luckily for us, * the last of the Small -War affairs for the present 

* Started, — from Tschojiau region, Bamberg way, — April agth-Muy 

* 5th, In Three Columns : Fiiick leftmost, and foremost (Finck had 
‘ marched April 29th, pretending to mean for Bohemia); after whom 

* Knobloch ; and (May 5lh) the Prince himself. Who has an eye to 

* the Reichs Magazines and Preparations, as usual ;-*Htiay, an eye to 

* their Camp of Rendezvous, and to a fight with iheit miscellaneous 

* Selves and Auviliarics, if they will stand fight. “You will have to 

* leave Saxony, and help us w^uh the Russians, soon: beat those Reichs 
‘ people first!” urged the King; “well beaten, they will not trouble 

* Saxony for a while.” If they will stand fight? But they would not 

* at all. They struck their tents everywhere; burnt their own Maga- 

* zines, in some cases ; and only went mazing hither and thitbet**-^ 
‘ gravitating all upon Nurnberg, and an impregnable Camp which they 
‘ have in that neighbouihood. Supreme Zweibriick was himself With 

* them; many Croats, Austrians, led by Maguire and others; all march- 

* ing, whirling at a mighty rate ; with a countcnauce sometimes of 

* vigour, but always with Niimberg Camp in rear. There was swift 

* marching, really beautiful manoeuvring here and there; sharp bits of 

* fighting, too, almost in the battle-form «Maguire triedJfOr was for 
‘ trying, a stroke with Finck; but made-off hastily, glad get away**< 

* May iith, at Himmelskron in Baireuth, one Riedesfil of |heim had 

* fairly to giound arms, self and a, 500, and become prisoners of War,' 
Much of thi.s manreuvring and scuffling was in Baireuth Testitoty* 
Twice, or evai thrice, Prince Henri was in Baireuth Town : 

''r«cit)elhof, lit, 47”'53 v. 963-961$* 

* 33 Betaen-Cesckichie, v. 956-963 ; Tempolhof, Ui. 44-4^. 

^ Tempelhof, iii. 64* 
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■'i^'ljlay-*st.j|f;aiae 1759. 

t|^|ottgh Bai«uth,’* say the careless Old Books. Through Baireuth : — 
Ka ^ilhelihina wiA her tremulous melodies of welcome I 

‘^j^einima^s loves, and teiTOrsVor her loveif, are oow all still. Per- 
haps her poor Daughter ofWurtemberg, wandering unjustly disgraced, 
& ; Papa, the Widower Margraf, is for marryllig again — march 

oh, Prince Henri ! 

^ In Bamberg,* says a Note from Archenlioltz, ‘ the Reichs troops 
/httint their Magazine; and made for Niirnberg, as usual; but left 

* thottsand or two of Croats, who would not yet. Knobloch and 

* his Prussians appeared shortly, after ; summoned Bamberg, which 

* fitgreed to receive them; and were for taking posses.sion; but founi 
** the Croats determined otherwise. P'ight ensued; fight in the streets; 

* which, in hideousness of noises, if in nothing else, was beyond paral- 

* Id; ; The inhabitants sat all quaking in their cellars; not an inhabit- 
^ahtwas to be seen: a City dead, — and given-up to the demons, in 

* this manner. Not for some hours were the Croats got entirely tram- 
^ gljed-ont Bamberg, as usual, became a Prussian place- of-arms ; was 

* ^atged to pay ransom of 40,000/.; — cannot possibly 1” — did pay 

* teme 14,000/., and gave bills for the remainder. Which bills, let 
' mark withal, the Kaiser in Reichs Diet decreed to be invalid ; 

t)Oh^^ pay them !** A thing not forgotten by Friedrich ; — though it 
;is: jiihdersto the Barabergers, lest worse might happen, privately paid 
bills* ^The Expedition lasted, in whole, not quite four weeks: 
/ June xst, Prince Henri was at the Saxon frontier again; the German 
‘ ^brld all ringing loud, — in jubilation, counter-jubilation and a great 
^ yNiety of tones, — with the noise of wdiat he had done. A sharp 

* rSwift man $ and, sure enough, ligis fluttered the Reichs Volscians in 

* %^ir Cotioli to an unexpected degree. 

; ; A Colonel Wunsch (Lieutenant-Colohel of the Free-Corps PVunscA) 
distinguished . himself in this Expedition; the beginning of notably 
g^eat things to him in the few following months. Wunsch is a Wiir- 
t^beiger by birth ; has been in many services, always in subaltern 
p^ts, and, this y^au, wall testify strangely how w^orthy he was of the 
hii|ier. What a Year, this of 1759, to stout old Wunsch ! In the 
Spring, hefO has he just seen his poor son, Lieutenant Wunsch, perish 
in one of the^ iSculfles; in Autumn, he will see himself a General, 
sihming suddenly bright, to his King and to all the world; before Win- 
he^ m^ Prisoner to Austria, and eclipsed for the rest of tliis 
Wnr I-- Jurist, of the Gre^n Hussars^ also made a figure here; and 
on?^anls mindly ever higher ; to the top of renowai in his business: — 
f^Jbn hrir ^ Mayeris place, as it were. A Note says : ‘ Poor Mayer 

* Enee-Corps does not ride with the Prince on this occasion. 
/Slayer, dangerously wom-down with the hard services of last Year, 

. . ^ Married aoth September 1759 (a Brunswick Princess, Sister's-daughter of his 
late Wife) : died within four years. ^ Arfthenboltr, i, 371-3. 

W Seyfarth, B*ylagen, K\. 537-563 ; Berickt von der U nterfHhmunz des PHnzen 
Heinrich in Franken, im yakr 1759 ; Hcldei^Geschkhtct v. xo33-xo3g; Tempelhof, 
UkjSetseq. 
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5th May*!*! Jtme 194^9* 

* and himself a man of too sleepless temper, caught a fev^r in the KiSW- 

* year time; and died within few burnt away before his 

* much regretted by his Brethren of the Army, and some ftw athers* 
‘ Gone in this way; with a high career just opening on him at the long 

* last ! Mayer wa/ of Austrian, of half Spanish birth j A miiale&C 

* really melodious, affectionate, but indignant, wildly stormM mortal^ 
‘ and had had adventures v\ithout end. Something of pathos, ot tm- 
‘ gedy, in the wdld Life of him. 2* A man of considerable geniu^ 

* military and other ! — ^genius in the sleepless kind, which iS not the 
‘ best kind ; sometimes a very bad kind. The fame of Ftiedrich in* 
‘ vites such people fiom all sides of the world; and this was no donbt 
' a sensible help to him.* — But enough of all this. 

Here, surely, is abundance of preliminary SmalLWat, on 
the part of a Friedrich reduced to the defensive! — Foutjoef^fc 
Sequel, hinted-at above, was to this effect. On Fouquet^s faiF 
ing to get hold of the Moravian Magazines, and returning to 
his Post at Leobsrhut/, a certain rash General Deville, who 
is Austrian chief in those parts, hastily rushed through the 
jagerndorf Hills, and invaded Fouquet. Only for a few days; 
and had very bad success, in that bit of retaliation. The 
King, who is in Landshut, in the middle of his main canton- 
ments, hastened over to Leobschiitz with reinforcement, to 
Fouquet ; in the thought that a finishing-stroke might be 
done on this Deville ; — and would have done it, had not the 
rash man plungcd-off again (May ist, or the night before) ; 
homewards, at full speed. So that Friedrich, likewise at full 
speed, could catch nothing of him ; but merely cannonade 
him in the Passes of Zuckinantel, and cut-off his rearguard of 
Croats. Poor forlorn of Croats, whom he had left in some 
bushy Chasm ; to gain him a little time, and then to perish 
if t/iejf mwbli as Tcmpelhof remarks.^'*’ Upon which Fried- 
rich returned to Landshut ; and Fouquet had peace again. 

It was from this Landshut region, where his main can- 
tonments arc, that Friedrich had witnessed all these Inroads, 
or all except the very earliest of them ; the first El#urt one* 
and the Wobersnow-Sulkowski. He had quitted greslau in 
the end Oi March, and gone to his cantonments; quickened 
thither, probably, by a stroke that had befallen him at Griof- 
eiiberg# on bis Silesian side of the Coydon. At Griefenberg 

Still worth r<t5uclin|; : in FnuU (wr oW Frletulb 

Lrden etden { tlalle, 9 voll.), ni. T4 »-t 88 much the toe-nt Fie<96 

in that still rather watery (or Windy) Collection, which, however, is authentic* fUkd 
has some tolerable portraits. Tempelhoi, xii. 56. 
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tbe Battalion Dutingshofen, with its Colonel of the 
ntoie,— grenadieir pec^le of good quality, perhaps near 
in whole. Which B\talion, Geileral Beck, after long 
yr^Uminary study of it, from his Bohemian side, — marching 
stea^^thily on it, one night (March 25-26th) by ti^o or more roads, 
with SiOOO men, and much preliminary Croat- work, — contrived 
to envelope wholly, and carry off with him, before help could 
cotee . This, I suppose, had quickened Friedrich’s arrival. 
Ho has bean in that region ever since,— in Landshut for the 
la^t week or two ; and returns thither after the Devillc affair. 

And at Landshut,— which is the main Pass into Bohemia 
or from it, and is the grand observatory-point at present, — he 
win have to remain till the first days of July; almost three 
months. Watching, and waiting on the tedious Daun, who 
has the lifting of the curtain this Year ! Daun had come to 
Jaromirtz, to his cantonments, ‘ March 24th’ (almost simul- 
taneously with Friedrich to his) ; expecting F nedrich’s Inva- 
sion, as usual. Long days sat Daun, expecting the King in 
Bohemia:— “There goes he, at last!” thought Daun, on Prince 
Hend’s late flamy appearance theie we la- 

belled it) ;-^and Daun had hastily pushed a Division thither- 
ward, double-quick, to secure Prag; but found it was only the 
Magazines. “Above four-millions worth” (600,000/., counting 
the ihaUrs into sterling), “above four-millions worth of bread 
and forage gone to ashes, and the very boats burnt ? Well ; 
the poor Reichsfolk, or our poor Auxiliaries to them, will have 
empty haversacks : — but it is not Prag !” thinks Daun. 

At wbat exact point of time Daun came to see that Fried- 
rich was not intending Invasion, and would, on the contrary, 
require to be invaded, I do not know. But it must have been 
an interesting discovery to Daun, if he foreshadowed to him- 
self what results it would have on him : “ Taking the defen- 
sive, then ? And what is to become of one’s Cunctatorship 
in that case 1 ” Yes, truly, Cunctatorship is not now the trade ^ 
needed; tHfe is nothing to be made of playing Fabius-Cunc- 
tator >-^andJDaun’s fame henceforth is a diminishing quantity. 
The Books say he * wasted above five weeks m corresponding 
*With the Russian Generals,* In fact, he had now weeks 
enough on hand ; being articulately re'bolved (and even com- 
manded by Kriegshofrnth) to do nothing till the Russians 
came up;— and also (/^articulately and by command df Na- 
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ture) to do as little as possible after This Year, and indeed 
all years following, the Russians arc t;o be Daun's best card, 

' Waiting for three months here till the .curtain rose> it was 
Friedrich that to play Cunctator. A wearisome task to 
him, we need not doubt. But he did it with anxious Vigil* 
ance ; ever thinking Daun would try something, dthtu* On 
Prince Henri or on him, and that the Play would begin, 
the Play did not. There was endless scufiling and bickering 
of Outposts ; much hitching and counter-hitching, along that 
Bohemian-Silesian Frontier, — Daun gradually hitching up, 
leftwards, northwards, to be nearer his Russians; Friedri^ 
counter-hitching, and, in the end, detaching against the RuS*- 
sians, as they approached in actuality. The details of all 
which would break the toughest patience. Not till July came, 
had both parties got into the Lausitz ; Daun into an imprcg^ 
nablc Camp near Mark-Lissa (in Gorlitz Country) ; Friedrich, 
opposite and eastward of him, into another at Schmdttseifen : 
— still after which, as the Russians still were not come, the 
hitching (if we could concern ourselves with it), the mase of 
strategic shuffling and counter-dancing, as the Russians get 
nearer, will become more intricate than ever. 

Except that of General Beck on Battalion Diiringshofen, 
— if that was meant as retaliatory, and was not rather an 
originality of Beck’s, who is expert at such strokes, <~«Daun, 
in return for all these injurious Assaults and Breakages, tried 
little or no retaliation ; and got absolutely none,^ DeviUe at* 
tempted once, as we saw ; Loudon once, as perhaps we shall 
see: but both proved futile. For the present absolutely none. 
Next Year indeed, Loudon, on Fouquet at Landshut-^But let 
us not anticipate! Just before quitting Landshut for Schmdtt- 
seifen, Friedrich himself rode into Bohemia, to look more 
narrowly ; and held Trautenau, at the bottom of the Pass, for 
•a day or two — But the reader has had enough of Small-Wari 
Of the present Loudon attempt, Friedrich, writingj^o Brother 
Henri, who is just home from his Franconian Invasion 
age Fifth), has a casual word, which we will quofe. ‘Reich^ 
Hennersdorf' is below Landshttt, farther down the Pass ; 
‘Liebau’ still farther down, — and its ‘ Gallows/ doubtless, is 
on some knoll in the environs t 

Rdch^Hemtrsdorf gth Jtme. ‘^My congratulations on the 
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success you have had** (out in Frankenland yon- 
I **Your prisoners. hear, are^ 3,000; the desertion 
4 nd confusion in the Reicis Army are affirmed to be enor- 
** tnous : — I give those Reichs fellows twg good months'* 
(scarcely took so long) “ to be in a condition to show face 
** jkgain. As for ourselves, I can send you nothing but con- 
temptibilkies. We have never yet had the beatific vision 
of Him with the Hat and Consecrated Sword" (Papal Daun, 
is) ; *• they amuse us with the Sieur Loudon instead ; — 
D(^ho, three days ago** (7th July, two days) “did us the honour 
of 0 visit, at the Gallows of Liebau. He was conducted 
** out again, with all the politeness imaginable, on to near 
** Schatsiar,** well over the Bohemian Border; “where we 
** dung a score of cannon volleys into the’* — into the ** dcr- 
** Hire of him, and everybody returned home."’^® 

Perhaps the only points now noticenble in this tedious 
LaUdshut interim, are Two, hardly noticed then at all by an 
expectant world. The first is: That in the King’s little inroad 
down to Trautenau, just mentioned, four cannon drawn by 
horses were part of the King’s fighting gear, — the first ap» 
pearance of Horse Artillery in the world. ‘A very great in- 

* vention/ says the military mind: ‘guns and carnages are 

* light, and made of the best material for strength ; the gun- 

* nets all mounted as postillions to them. Can scour along. 

* ovet hill and dale, wherever horse^ can ; and burst out, on 
‘ thfe sudden, where nobody was expecting artillery. Devised 
'in 1758 ; ready this Year, four light six-pounders ; tried first 
‘ in the King’s raid down to Trautenau’ (June 29th-3oth). 

‘ Only four pieces as yet. But these did so well, there were 
' yearbr more. Imitated by the Austrians, and gradually by 

* ail me world. 

The second fact is : That 'Herr Guichard (Author of that 
fine Book on the War-methods of the Greeks and Romans) is ' 
still about Wiedrich, as he has been for above a year past, 
if readers rejpember ; and, during those tedious weeks, is ad- 
mitted to a great deal of conversation with the King. Readers 
will Consent to this Note on Guichard ; and this shall be our 
Ultimatum on the wearisome Three MontRs at Landshut. 

Qtdntm Idlius, ‘ Guichard is by birth a Magdeburger, age 

^ SefUtninfi^^ ii. 65; '9th June 1759.* Seyfarth, ii. 543. 

VIIL I 
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^ now thirty-four ; a solid stuid man, with a good deal of haifd fatuity 

* m him, and of culture unusual for a M>ldier A hahdy, sagatloua^ 

* iewned and intelligent -nan, whom Friedrich, m the course of a year’s 

* eiqienence, has grown to see willingly about him* There is aome^ 

* thing of positive m Guith*- d, oi stiff and, as rt were* Which 

* might have offended a w eaker taste , but Fnednch hkes the tasgged 

* sense of the m'ln. Ins leal knowledge on certain mlere^mg halMis} 

* and the piccision with which the known and the not nghtly Jcaowii 

* are divided horn one another, in Guichaid 

‘Guichaid’s biisimss about the King his been miscelkneotia* iwt 

* woith mention hithuto, but to ipptiianct was well done* Of taUc 

* they lie beginning to have moit and more, especially at Landshut 

* here, m thtsc days of w uting, a great deal of talk on the Wars of 

* the Ancients, Ciuichird’s Book lutunlly Itidmg to that subject* One 

* night, dittibk iccicknlallj xboul the end of May, the topic hapF^flUOd 
‘ to bt l^hn^ilii, ind the excellent conduct of a certain OntuVl<«tl of 

* the J enth 1 1 ion, who, seeing l*onipey’s people about to take him 

* in fliiik sudritnl) thing lumstll into oblique ordei* {srkrage 

as we did it I ei then) ‘tbtiebv outflanking Pompey’s people* and 

* riuiunj^ ih ii minauvu an 1 them A dexterous man, that 'Qmattts 

* I alms tlie ( tutu non ’ ’ obstued I iiediich “ Ah, yes but excuse 

* nu, youi Mijtsiy In innu w is (Quintus < i cil ms,” said Guichaid 

* * Shi It u IS Itiliu^ n 1 the Ivin^ |K>sitj\c to his opinion on that 

* snnll point wlndi Ciuidnid hid not the iit to let drop , though, 

* exetpt i^seitioii and counter isstrtioii, what could be made of it thcrei^ 

* Oi of whit use w IS it nnywheie? 

iSext day, (/indnid emu with the Book’ (what ^^Book” nobody 
would ever >( t tell me), and putting his huger on the passage, See, 

* youi Majcoty (^^untus eiliU'**” extinguished his loyal opponent 

‘ 11m, answeied 1 ritdndi “so> — Well, you shall be QuiUtus 

‘ Icilius, at my iite ’ And btrai<»^htw ly had him enteied on the Artny 

* Books as Mijor Quintus leihiis ’ his Majoisliip is to be datetl 

* “ loUi ^pul i'75s ’ (to give him seniority), and fiom and aftei this 

* “ a6th May ’ lu is to commind the lUe I>u Vagei s Fiec Bu- 

* talioii All winch w is dom — the Wai OHices sorntwhat astonished 

* at such advent oi '’ii antique Roman among them, but wutmg’ as 
‘ bidden, the h nd being plain, and the nun *ai undeniable artick 

‘ Onwaid iiom which time time i» always a “ Battahpii Qumtus” 

‘ their books, insicid c f batt ihon Du \ ergei , by degree? two Bat 
‘ Ulums Quintus, ind at length thn e, and ^Hiuitus beccJWn, a Colonel 
* — at Inch point the Wai ended, ami the three hiee Battalions 

^ Quintus like all otheis oI tl c same type Wtie disehAgOd ’ this is 
the autiicntic origin of the new name Qmnlus, which Guichaid got* to 
extinction of the old , siibstantidlly ihis^ as d<^ri\ed fiom Quintua 
self,— though m the piecise details of it there are obscuritnis, nev^r yet 
solve^ by the k lined Nicolai, fotr example, though he hod thte story 
from Qilintu? m Pierson, who was his familur act^uaintanee, and ofiui 
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to see Jliim at Berlin, does not, with his usual punctuality, say, 
nW iven confess that he has forgotten, what Book it was that Quintus 
bmght with him to confute th4^mg on theij Icxlius-Oecilius contro- 
vetsty ; Nicolai only says* that hi, for his part, in the fields of Roman 
Literature and History, knows only three Quintus-Iciliuses, not one of 
Whm is of the least likelihood; and in fact, in the*above summary, I 
have h^fcd to my Nicolai on one point, to make the story stick 

* Quintus had been bred for the clerical profession ; carefully, at 

* yarSotts Universities, Leyden last of all ; and liad even preached, as 
‘ ^didatOfor license,-—! hope with moderate oithodoxy; — though he 

* $oon renounced that career. Exchanged it fi)i learned and vigorous 

* general study, with an eye to some College ihofessorship instead. He 

* was still hardly twenty-three, when, in 1747, the new Stattholder,^ 
P 4 noe of Orange, whom we used lo know, ‘ who had liis eye upon 

* hth% as a youth of merit, graciously undertook to get him placed at 

* Uttwht, in a vacancy which had lust occuricd there, — whither the 

* Prince “^Vas just bound, on .some cciemoninl \isit ol .1 high nature. 

* The glarl Quintus, at that time (luichaid and little thinking of such 

* aet alias, hastened to set-off in the Tiince’s tiain; but could get no 

* conveyance, such was the pi ess of people all for Uticcht. And did 

* not arrive till next day, — and found quarter, with difficulty, in the 

* garret of some overflowing hm. 

* In the lower stories of his Inn, solitary (iuichard, when night fell, 

* beard a specific ^^audtamtts going on; and iiujuired what it was. A 

* company of Professors, handselling a ncwly-nppoinl«] I'rofcssor;” — 

* appointed, as the next question taught, to the veiy C'haii poor Quin- 

* tus had come for! Serene Highness could not help himself; the 

* Utreohters were so bent on tlie thing. Ouintus lay awake, all night, 

* in Ms truckle-bed; and gloomily resolvcll to have done with Profes- 

* sorsbips, and become a soldiei. “ If your ScTene Highness do still 

* favour me,” said Quintij'? next day, “I solicit, as the one help for 

* me, an ensign’s conunissiou !” — And persisted rigorously, in spite of 

* all counselliiigs, promises and outlook, on the inof(.>,soiial side of 

* thin|gs. So that Serene Highness had to grant liiiu lus commission; 

* and Quintus was a soldier thenceforth. P'ouglit, moie or less, in the 

* m,d remainder of that Cuinberland-vSaxe Wat; and after the Pence of 

* 1748 continued in the Hutch service. Wheie, loath to be idle, he 

* got his learned Books out again, and took to studying thoioughly the* 
‘ Ai^dent A# of War. After year-, of ihL, it had grown so hopeful 

* that he proceeded to a Book upon it ; and, by degrees, determined 
/ that he mult get to certain Libiarics m England, before finishing, 

* In *754> on furlough, graciously allowed and continued, he came to 

* London accordingly ; fiiashed hts manuscript there (printed at the 
^ Hague ^757®*): and new War having now begun, went over (pro- 

f Nkolaj, vi. . 

^ Mtika-ir^s Aur /es ^ Bay^s, *757- 2 4to) Jn the 

editiem when I last li<^.ird of it 
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‘ bably with English introductions) as volunteer to Bnke Feiilmand* 

* By Duke Ferdinand he was recommended to Friedrich^ the goal aJI 

* his efforts, as of everyr vagrant sol<^-r’s in those times heie tt 

* lastf as Quintus Icilius, he has found permanent billet, a Battalion and 

* gradually three Battalions, and will not need to roam any farther. 

* They say, wfeat is very credible, that Quintus proved jm active 

* stout and effectual soldier, in his k^d ; and perhaps we may hear of 
' some of his small-war adventures by and by: that he waa $, stn4ion% 

* hard-headed, well-informed man, a*id had written an excellent Book 

* on his subject, is still abundantly clear. Readers may lobk in the 
‘ famous Gibbon’s AtitoHography^ or still better in the Guichard Boek: 

* itself, if they want evidence. The famous Gibbon was drilling and 

* wheeling, very peaceably indeed, in the Hampshire Militia, in those 

* wild years of European War. Hamp-^hire Militia served a» key^ Of 
‘ glossary in a sort, to this new Book of Guichard’s, which Gibbon 
‘ eagerly bought and studied ; and it was Guichard, alias Quintus Icilius, 

‘ who taught Gibbon all he ever knew of Ancient War, at least all the 
^ teaching he ever had of it, for his renowned Dfcline and Ah//.*** 

It was in the last days of June that Daun, after many 
hitchings, got into more decisive general movement northward; 
and slowly but steadily planted himself at Mark-Lissa in 
Lausitz: upon which, after some survey of the phenomenon, 
Friedrich got to Schmeittseifen, opposite him, July loth. Fried* 
rich, on noticing such stir, had ridden down to Trautenau (J^ne 
29th-3oth), new Horse-Artillery attending, to look closer into 
Daun’s affairs ; and, seeing what they were, had thereupon fol- 
lowed. Above a month before this, Friedrich had detached a 
considerable force against the Russians, — General Dohna, of 
whom in next Chapter : — and both Daun and he again sit wait** 
ing, till they sec farther. Rapid Friedrich is obliged to wait; 
watching Daun and the Dohna- Russian adventure: slow Daun 
will continue to wait and watch there, long weeks and months, 
after that is settled, that and much else, fully to his mind I 
Each is in his impregnable Camp ; and each, Daun especially, 
has his Divisions and Detachments hovering round him, near 
*br far, on different strategic errands ; each Main-Camp like a 
planet with various moons — Mark-Lissa especially?' a kind of 
sun with planets and comets and planetary moons^^ — of whose 
intricate motions and counter-motions, mostly unimportant to 

•* S<peOibbon*s London, 1796: Memoirs my Lift 

i 07; lAd \Ex traits eie mes Ltriarts ) ii. 59-54, of datos May t4th.a6th, XTi^-sluniW 
wmch day& Gibbon 1$ engjasod m actual reading of the Mlmoires MiUieme; ahl 
already kno«ri die Author by his eUias of Qidntus Icilius, *a man (ffeminaitiyt 

* city and tf sight, who was in the Dutch, and is now, 1 believe, in ch# Fnsastiua 

* service./ ‘ -i 
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we promised to take no notice, in face of such a crisis just 
at hatuL \ • 

By the 6th of July, slow Imun had got hitched into his Camp 
of Mark*Lissa; and four days after, Friedtioii attending him, 
was in jSchm^tseifen : where again was pause; and there 
passed nothing mentionable, even on Friedrich’s score ; and 
till July was just ending, the curtain did not fairly rise. Pause 
of above two weeks on Friedrich’s part, and of almost three 
months on Baun’s. Mark-Lissa, an impregnable Camp, is on 
the Lausiiz Border; with Saxony, Silesia, Bohemia all con- 
Vetging hereabouts, and Brandenburg itself in the vicinity, — 
there is not a better place for waiting on events. Here, ac- 
eordil^glyi till well on in September, Daun sat immovable ; not 
even hitching now, — only shooting- out Detachments, planet- 
ary, cometary, at a great rate, chiefly on his various Russian 
errands. 

Baun, as we said, had been uncomfortably surprised to find, 
by d^;rees, that Invasion was not Friedrich’s plan this Year; 
that the dramatic parts arc redistributed, and that the playing 
of Fabius-Cunctator will not now serve one’s turn. Baun, who 
may well be loath to believe such a thing, clings to his old 
part, and seems very lazy to rise and try another. In fact, he 
doei^ not rise, properly speaking, or take-up his new part at all. 
This Year, and all the following, he waits carefully till the Rus- 
sian Ljon come ; will then endeavouf to assist, — or even do 
jackal, which will be safer still. The Russians he intends shall 
act lion ; he himsslf modestly playing the subaltern but much 
saferpart I Diligent to flatter the lion ; will provide him guid- 
ances, and fractional sustenances, in view of the coming hunt ; 
will eat the lion’s leavings, once the prey is slaughtered. This 
really was, in some sort, Daun’s yearly game, so long as it 
would last I — 

July ending, and the curtain fairly risen, we shall have to * 
look at Frieij^iCh with our best eyesight. Preparatory to which, 
there is, on Friedrich^s part, ever since the middle of June, this 
Anti-Russiatf Dohna adventure going on CT—of which, at first, 
and till about the time of getting to Schmdttseifcn, he had 
great hopes; great, though of late rapidly sinking again: — into 
which we must first throw a glance, as properly the opening 

scene. • • 
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Fouquet has been left at Landshut, should the Damn reitt- 
nants still in Bohcmlk think of^vading. Fouquet Is about 
rooting himself rather firmly into that important Post ; fortify- 
ing various select Hills round Landshut, with redoubts, curtains, 
communications ; so as to keep ward there, inexpugnable to a 
much stronger force. There for about a year, with occasional 
short sallies, on errands that arise, Fouquet sat successfully 
vigilant ; resisting the Devilles, Becks, Harsches ; protecting 
Glatz and the Passes of Silesia: in about a year we shall hear 
of his fortunes worsening, and of a great catastrophe to him ip 
that Landshut Post. 

Friedrich allowed the Reichsfolk '*two good months,” after 
all that flurrying and havoc done on them, before they Cotil4 
show face in Saxony/* They did take about that time I and 
would have taken more, had not Prince Henri been called away 
by other pressing occasions in Friedrich’s own neighbourhood 5 
and Saxony, for a good while (end of June to beginning of Sep- 
tember), been left almost bare of Prussian troops. Which en- 
courages the Rcichs Army to hurry afield in very unprepared 
condition, — still rather within the two months. End of Jtily* 
Light people of them push across to Halberstadt or Halle 
Country; and are raising Contributions, and plundering dili- 
gently, if nothing else. Of which we can take no notice farther : 
if the reader can recollect it, well; if not, also well. The poor 
Reichs Army nominally makes a figure this Year, but nomin- 
ally only ; the cficctive part of it, now and henceforth, being 
Austrian Auxiliaries, and the Reichs part as flaccid and inslg- 
i^ificant as ever. 

Prince Henri’s call to quit Saxony was this. Daun, among 
the numerous Detachments he was making, of which we can 
take no notice, had shot-out Two (rather of cometafy type, to 
use our old figure), — which every reader must try to keep in 
mind. Two Detachments, very considerable: Haddick (whp 
grew at last to 20,000), and Loudon (16,000); wl*o are hover- 
ing about mysteriously over the Lausitz \ — intending what ? 
Their intention, Friedrich thinks, especially HaddiCk’S inten- 
tion, may be towards Brandenburg, and even Berlin ; where- 
fore he has summoned Henri to look after jt* Henri, resting 
in cantonments about Tschopau and Dresden, after the late 
fatigued, and idle for the moment, hastens to obey \ and is in 
Bautzen neighbourhood, from about the end of June and onward. 
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SuMciently attentive to Haddick and Loudon : who make no 
attempt on Brandenburg; living indcodi as Friedrich gradu- 
ally sees, and as all of us shill soon see, a very different object 
in view 1-^ 


CHAPTER II. 

CfENEEAL nOHNA ; PICTATOR WEDELL : BATTLE OF ZULLICHAU. 

The Russian Lion, urged by Vienna and Versailles, made 
his ent^y, this Year, earlier than usual, — corning now within 
wind of Mark-Lissa, as we see ; — and has stirred Daim into 
motion, Daun and everybody. From the beginning of April, 
the RnsSians, hibernating in the interior parts of Poland, were 
awake, and getting slowly under way. April 24th, the Van- 
guatd of 10,000 quitted Thorn ; June ist,Vangiiaid is in Posen ; 
followed by a First Division and a Second, each of 30,000. 
They called it “Soltikof crossing the Wcichsel with 100,000 
men but, exclusive of the Cossack swarms, there were not 
above 7 5,000 regulars ; nor was Soltikof their Captain just at 
first ; our old friend Fermor was, and continued to be till Sol- 
tikof, in a private capacity, reached Posen (June 29th), and 
produced his new commission. At Feimor’s own reciuest, as 
Fermor pretended, — who was skilled m Petcisburg politics, 
and with a cheerful face served thenceforth as Soltikof’s se- 
cond. ^ 

At Posen, as on the road thither, they find Sulkowski’s and 
the other burnt provenders abundantly replaced : it is evident 
they intend, in concert with Daun, to enclose Friedrich between 
two fires, and do something considerable. Whether on Brand- 
enburg or Silesia, is not yet known to Friedrich. Friedrich, 
since the time they crossed Weichscl, has given them his best 
attention ; and more than once has had schemes on their Ma- 
gazines and them, — once a new and bigger Scheme actuall;^ 
afoot, undgf* Wobersnow again, our Anti-Sulkowski friend ; but 
ulras obliged to turn the foicc elsewhither, on alarms that rose. 
He himselfi cannot quit the centre of the work; his task being 
to watch Daun, and especially^ should Daun attempt nothing 
else, to prevent junction of Soltikof and him. 

Dsmn still lies torpid, or merely hitching about ; but now 
when the Russians are approaching Posen, and ihe^case be. 
comes pressing, Fncdrich, as is usual to him, draws upon the 
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Anti-Swedish resource, upon the Force he has in Pommem. 
That is to say, orders General Do^a, who has the Swedes well 
driven-in at present, te quit Strpsund Country, to leave the 
ineffectual Swedes with some very small attendance ; and to 
march, — with certain reinforcements that are arriving (Wo* 
bersnow already, Hulsen with 10,000 out of Saxony in days), 
-^direct against the Russians ; and at once go-in upon them, 
Try to burn their Magazines again ; or, equally good, to fall 
vigorously on some of ihcir separate Divisions, and cut them 
off in the vagrant state ; — above all, to be vigorous, be rapid^ 
sharp, and do something effectual in that quarter. These ware 
Dohna’s Instructions. Dohna has 18,000; Hiilsen, with hiS 
10,000, is industriously striding forward, from the fattharside 
of Saxony ; Wobersnow, with at least his own fine head, }s ah 
ready there. Friedrich, watching in the Anti-Junction position^ 
ready for the least chance that may turn up. 

Dohna marched accordingly ; but was nothing like rapid 
enough : an old man, often in ill health too ; and no doubt 
plenty of impediments about him. He consumed some time 
rallying at Stargard ; twelve days more at Landsberg, on the 
Warta, settling his provision matters : in fine, did not get to 
Posen neighbourhood till June 23d, three weeks after the Rus- 
sian Vanguard of 10,000 had fixed itself there, and other Rus- 
sian parties were daily dropping-in. Dohna was 18,000, a 
Wobersnow with him : had he gone at once on Posen, as Wo- 
bersnow urged, it is thougiit he might perhaps have ruined this 
Vanguard and the Russian Magazine ; which would have beett 
of signal service for the remaining Campaign, But he preferred 
waiting for Hulsen and the 10,000, who did not arrive for seven 
or eight days more ; by which time Soltikof and most of the 
Russian Divisions had got in ; — and the work was become a$ 
good as hopeless, on those languid terms. Dohna did try upon 
the Magazine, said to be ill-guarded in some Suburb of Posen; 
crossed the Warta with that view, found no Ma^zine; re- 
crossed the Warta; and went manoeuvring about, unable to 
do the least good on Soltikof or his Magazines ori^petations. 
Friedrich was still in Landshut region, just about quitting 
just starting on that little Trautenau Expedition, with his Fonf 
Pieces of Horse-Artillery (June 29th), when tl|e ffrst iU*new$ Of 
Dohna came in ; which gieatly disappointed Friedrich* and 
were follhwed by worse, instead of better. 
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The was, Soltikof, being now all ready, winded himself 
nut of Posen one day, veiled by Cossacks ; and, to Dohna's 
horror, had got, or was in l|fe act of ^tting, between Dohna 
and Brandenburg ; which necessitated new difficult manoeuvres 
from Dohna. , Soltikof too can manoeuvre % little : Soltikof 
edges Steadily forward; making for Crossen-on-Oder, where he 
expects to hnd Austrians (Haddick and Loudon, if Friedrich 
could yet guess it), with 30,000 odd, especially with provision, 
which is wearing scarce with him. Twice or so there was still 
a pretty opportunity for Dohna on him ; but Dohna never could 
resolve about it in time. Back and ever back goes Dohna ; 
facing Soltikof ; but always hitching back ; latterly in Bran- 
denburg ground, the Russians and he ; — having no proxasion, 
he either. In fine, July 17th (one week after Friedrich had 
got to Schmbttsdfen), Dohna finds himself at the little Town 
OfZiiUkhau (barely in time to snatch it before Soltikof could), 
within thirty miles of Crossen ; and nothing but futility behind 
and before*^ 

We can imagine Friedrich's daily survey of all this ; his 
gloomy calct^flations what it will soon amount to if it last. He 
bUMS now no Winterfcld, Schwerin, no Keith, Retzow, Moritz : 
^vrhom has he ? His noblest Captains are all gone ; he must 
^ut^up with the less noble. One Wedell, Lieutenant-General, 
had lately recommended himself to the royal mind by actions 
df a 'prompt daring. The royal mind, disgusted with these 
Dohna haggUngs, and in absolute Necessity of finding some- 
body th^t had resolution, and at least ordinary Prussian skill, 
hoped Wedell was the man. And determined, the crisis being 
so urgent, to send Wedell in the character of Alter-Ego, or 
‘*with the powers of a Roman Dictator,” as the Order ex- 
pressed it.* Dictator Wedell is to supersede Dohna ; shall go, 
at his own swift pace, fettered by nobody ; — and, at all hazards, 
shall attack Soltikof straightway, and try to beat him, “ You 
are grown too old for that intricate hard work ; go home a 
little, and Recover your health,” the King writes to Dohna. 
And to ihe^Dohna Army, Obey this man, all and sundry of 
you, a$ you would myself the man's private Order being, 

in upon Soltikof; attack him straightway; let us have 
done with this wriggling and haggling.'' Date of this Order 

^ Teittpelhdf, iii. 78-88 ; Helden-Qeschickte, v 835-847. 

^ Oivcdsi in Prtuss, ii. sro7, soS ; in SteJCtzd, v. m., other particulars. 
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is, • Camp at Schmattseifen, 20th July 1759/ Tha purpose of 
such high-flown Title, jnd solemn^ of nomination, was mainly, 
it appears, to hush-down any hesfjation or surprise among the 
Dohna Generals^ which, as Wedeli was *the youngest Lieu- 
tenant-General of the Army,* might otherwise have been pos- 
sible. 

Wedeli, furnished with some small escort and these Docu- 
ments, arrives in Camp Sunday evening 22d July: — poor Dohna 
has not the least word or look of criticism ; and every Geuetnl, 
suppressing whatever thoughts there may be, prepares to yield 
loyal obedience to Dictator Wedeli. ** Wobersnow was the fer 
better soldier of the two t” murmured the Opposition patty, 
then and long afterwards,'^ — all the mure, as WobersnoW*« be- 
haviour under it was beautiful, and his end tragical, as will be 
seen. Wobersnow I perceive to liave been a valiant shatp- 
striking man, with multifarious resources in his head; who had 
faithfully helped in these operations, and I believe been urgent 
to quicken them. But what I remember best of him is his 
hasty admirable contrivance for field-bakery in pressing cir- 
cumstances, — the substance of which shall not be? hidden from 
a mechanical age : 

‘You con«.tnict six slight square iron frames, each hinged to the 
* other ; each, say, two feet sciuare, or the breadth of two common 
‘ tiles, and shaped on the edges so as to take-in tiles j-^tiles arc to bte 
' found on every human cottage. This iron frame, when you hook it 
‘ together, becomes the ghost of a cubic box, and by the help of twelve 
‘ tiles becomes a compact field-oven; and you can bake with it, if jroU 
‘ have flour and water, .and a few sticks. The succinctest oveh ever 
‘ heaid of; for your opciation done, and your tiles flung out ^gain, it 
‘ is capable of all folding flat like a bookV* Never till now had Wober^ 
snow’s oven been at fault : but ni thes^ Polish Villages, all of mere 
tliatched hovels, there was not a tile to be found ; and the Bakery, With 
astonishment, saw itself unable to proceed. 

, Wedeli arrived Sunday evening 2 2d July ; had crossed 
Oder at Tschischerzig, — some say by Crossen Bridge ; no 
matter which. Dohna’s Camp is some thirty miles west of 
Crossen ; in and near the small Town Called ZuUilhau, where 
his headquarter is. In those dull peaty Countries, on the right, 
which is thereabouts the northern (not eastern), bank of Oder ; 
between the Oder and the Warta ; some seventy miles south- 
by-east of Landsberg, and perhaps as far south-west of Tosen 

# Eetjeow, &c, ♦ ReUow, il San. • See Map, at end of Vulume* 
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fthithet has Dohna now got with his futile tftanoeuvrittgs. Sol* 
tikof, dtawtt*up amid serfifoby woods •and sluggish intricate 
brooks, is about a mile to elst of him. 

Poor Dohna demits at once ; and, I icould conjecture, 
vanishes that very night ; glad to be out of such a thing, 
Painfhlly has Dohna manoeuvred for weeks past ; falling back 
daily ; only anxious latterly that Soltikof, who daily tries it, do 
not get to westward of him on the Frankfurt road, and so end 
this sad shufBe. Soltikof as yet has not managed that ulti- 
mate fatality ; Dohna, by shuffling back, does at least con- 
trive to keep between Frankfurt and him ; — will not try attack- 
ing him, much as Wobersnow urges it. Has agreed twice or 
oftenet; on Wobersnow’s urgency : “ Yes, yes ; we have a 
change/' Dohna would answer ; “ only let us rest till tomor- 
row, and be fresh I” by which time the opportunity was always 
gone again. 

Wedell had arrived with a grenadier battalion and some 
horse for escort ; had picked-up 150 Russian prisoners by the 
way. Retzow has understood he came-in with a kind of state ; 
and seemed more or less inflated ; conscious of representing 
the King’s person, and being a Roman Dictator, — though it 
is a perilously difficult office too, and requires more than a 
I^etter of Instructions to qualify you for it ! This is not 
Leonidas Wedell, whom readers once knew ; poor Leonidas 
is dead long since, fell in the Battle of Sohr, soon after the 
heroic feat of Ziethen’s and his at Elbc-Teinitz (Defence of 
Elbe against an Army) ; this is Leonidas's elder Brother. 
Friedrich had observed his fiery ways on the day of Leuthen : 
*^Hah, a new ‘Winterfeld perhaps?" thought Friedrich, **A 11 
the Wittterfeld I now have !’* — ^which proved a fond hope. 
Wedell’S Dictatorship began this Sunday towards sunset ; and 
lasted — in practical fact, it lasted one day. 

DidMor Wedell fights his Battle (Monday 23d July 
1759), without Success, 

Monday morning early, Wedell is on the heights, recon- 
noiteiing Soltikof; cannot see much of him, the ground being 
so woody ; does see what he takes to be Soltikof s left wing ; 
and judges that Soltikof will lie quiet for this day. •• Which 
was tax from a right reading of Soltikof; the fact being that 
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Soltikof, in long columns and divisions, beginning with his 
right wing* was all on march sinoe daybreak ; what Weddl 
took for Soltikofs “ left wing*' beifeg Soltikofs rearguard and 
baggage, waiting Jill the roads cleared. Wedell, having settled 
everything on the above footing, returns to Ziillichau kboUt 
lo o^clock ; and about ii, Soltikof, miles long, disengaged 
from the bushy hollows, makes his appearance on the open 
grounds of Palzig : he, sure enough (though Wedell can h^ttdly 
believe it), — five or six miles to north-cast yonder ; tramping 
diligently along, making for Crossen and the Oder Bridge 
and is actually ahead of us, at last ! 

This is what Wedell cannot suffer cost what it may. 
Wedell’s orders were, in such case, Attack the Russians. 
Wedell instantly took his measures ; not unskilfully, say 
judges, — though the result proved disappointing; and Wo- 
bersnow himself earnestly dissuaded : “ Too questionable, I 
should doubt I Soltikof is 70,000, and has no end of Artillery ; 
we are 26,000, and know not if we can bring a single gun to 
where Soltikof is 

Wedell’s people have already, of their own accord, got to 
arms again ,* stand waiting his orders on this new emergency. 
No delay in Wedell or in them. ** May not it be another 
Rossbach (if we are lucky) ?'* thinks Wedell : ** Cannot we 
burst-in on their flank, as they march yonder, those awkward 
fellows ; and tumble them^into heaps ?” The differences were 
several-fold ; First, that Friedrich and Seidlitz are n6t here. 
Many brave men wc have, and skilful ; but not a master and 
man like these Two. Secondly, that there is no Janus Hill to 
screen our intentions ; but that the Russians have us in full 
view while wc make ready. Thirdly, and still more impor* 
tant, that we do not know the ground, and what hidden inac- 
cessibilities lie ahead. This last is judged to have been the 
killing circumstance. Between the Russians and us there is a 
paltry little Brook, or line of quagmire ; scarcely noticeable 
here, but passable nowhere except at the Village-MiU of Kay, 
by one poor Bridge there. And then, farther inwards, as 
shelter of the Russians, there is another quaggy Brook, branich 
of the above, which is without bridge altogether. Houjes will 
be required to get 26,000 people marched up there, not to 
speak o{ li^avy guns at all. 

^ Icmpelhof* iit. X33-X34, 
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' i The a6jOOO march with their usual mathematical dispatch : 
^llSanteu&l and the Vangpard strike-in with their sharpest 
edge, foot And horse, direct on the •Head of the Russian 
Column* Mantcuflfel leading^ on, so soon as his few battalions 
and stiuadrons are across. Head means dratn (or life) to this 
Russian Column ; and these Manteuffel people go at it with 
e^aordinary energy. The Russian Head gives way ; infantry 
and cavalry : — their cavalry was driven quite to rear, and 
never came in sight again after this of Manteuffel. But the 
Russians have abundance of Reserves ; also of room to man- 
oeuvre in, — no lack of ground open, and ground defensible 
(Palzig Village and Churchyard, for example) ; — above all, 
Ibey^ i^ve abundance of heavy guns. 

Well in recoil from Manteuffel and his furies, the beaten 
Russians succeed in forming * a long Line behind Palzig Vil- 
lage/ with that Second, slighter or Branch Quagmire between 
them and us ; they get the Village beset, and have the Church- 
yard of it lined with batteries, — say seventy guns. Manteuffel, 
unsupported, has to fall back ; — unwillingly, and not chased 
Or in ^Usorder, — towards Kay-Mill again ; where many are by 
this time across. Hulsen, with the Centre, attacks now, as the 
Vanguard had done ; with a will, he too : Wobersnow, all 
manner of people attack ; time after time, for about four hours 
coming ; and it proves all in vain, on that Churchyard and 
new Line* Without cannon, we are repulsed, torn away by 
those Russian volcano-batteries ; never enough of us at once ! 

Hulsen, Wobersnow, everybody in detail is repulsed, or 
finds his success unavailing. Poor Wobersnow did wonders ; 
but he fell, killed. Gone he ; and has left so few of his like : 
a man that could ill be spared at present ! — Day is sinking ; 
we find we have lost, in killed, wounded and prisoners, some 
6,000 men. ‘About sunset,* — flaming July sun going down 
among the ^moorlands on such a scene, — Wedell gives it up i 
retires slowly towards Kay Bridge. Slowly; not chased, or 
molested ;^oltikof too glad to be rid of him. Soltikofs one 
aim is, anckwas, towards Crossen ; towards Austrian Junction, 
and something to live upon. Soltikof ’s loss of men is reckoned 
to be heavier even than Wedell’s : but he could far better afford 
it He has gained his point ; and "the price is small in com- 
parison Next day he enters Crossen on triumphant tprms. 
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Poor Wedell had returned over Kay-Mill Bridge,' px the 
night-time after his Defeat. On the morrow (Tuesday 
day of Soltikofs glad entry), Wc^ll crosses Oder ; at T^chi-, 
scherzig, the old place of Sund^ evening last, — in how 
ferent a humour,# this time ! — and in a day more, posts him- 
self opposite to Crossen Bridge, five or six miles south ; and 
again sits watchful of Soltikof there. At Crossen, triumphant 
Soltikof has found no Austrian Junction, nor anything addi- 
tional to live upon. A very disappointing circumstance to 
Soltikof : ** Austrian Junction still a problem, then ; a thing in 
the air ? And perhaps the King of Prussia taking charge. of it 
now !” Soltikof, more and more impatient, after waiting some 
days, decided Not to cross Oder by that Bridge ;— ** shy of 
crossing anywhere” (think the French Gentlemen, MOnmZiet, 
Montalembcrt), “ to the King of Prussia’s side Which is 
not unlikely, though the King is above loo miles off him, and 
has Daun on his hands. Certain enough, keeping the River 
between him and any operations of the King, Soltikof set-ont 
for Frankfurt, forty or ^fty miles farther down. In the hope 
probably of finding something of human provender withal ? 
July 30th, one week after his Battle, the vanguard of him is 
there. 

Thus, in two days, or even in one, has Wedell’s Dictator- 
ship ended. Easy to say scoffingly, “ Would it had never 
begun !” Friedrich knows that, and Wedell knows it ; — a//er 
the event everybody knoWs it ! Friedrich said nothing of re- 
proachful ; the reverse rather, — J dreaded something of the 
kind ; it is not your fault — ordered Wedell to watch dili- 
gently at Crossen Bridge, and be ready on farther signal. The 
Wedell i^roblein, in such rumed condition, has now fallen to 
Friedrich himself. 

This is the Bafile of ZiiUichau (afternoon of 23d July 
1759); the beginning of immense disasters in this Campaigm 
Battle called also of Kay and of Palsi^t those also “being main 
localities in it. It was lost, not by fault of Wedlil’s people, 
who spent tbcmschcs nobly upon it, nor perhaps by fault of 
Wedell himself, but principally, if not solely, b/ those two 
paltry Brooks, or threads of Quagmire, one of which 
Kay Mill : memorable Brooks in this Canipai|n, I759»^ 

^ Stbxufel, iv (indistinct, gWinjr a wrong citation of ^ Monta}#idbert, li 

8 ^ 1 * I, 

7 To from the *Srhm^>ttwiifon, July 24th, 1753’ (in SdiSning, i^ 

iiS). Tciupctht^f, iu. 
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Closd in the same neighbourhood, there is another equally 
^htemptible Brook, making towards Oder, and turning the 
Krcbsmiihle, which\became stMl more famous to the 
llhole European Public twAity years hence. Krebsmiihle 
(Cral^MHl), as yet quite undistinguished ationg Mills ; be- 
lon^ng to a dusty individual called Miller Arnold, with a dusty 
Son of his own for Miller’s Lad : was it at work this day ? Or 
had tho terrible sound from Palzig quenched its clacking ? — 

Some three weeks ago July)^ there occurred a 

sudden sharp thing at Havre-de-Grace on the French Coast, 
woith a word from us in this place. The Montazets, Mont- 
aiemberti, watching, messaging about, in the Austrian- Russian 
Courts and Camps, assiduously keeping their Soltikofs in tune, 
we can observe how busy they are. Soubise with his Invasion 
of England, all the French are very busy ; they have con- 
quered Hessen from Duke Ferdinand, and promise themselves 
i glorious Campaign, after that Seizure of Frankfurt. Soubise, 
intent on his new Enterprise, is really making ardent prepara- 
tions : at Vannes in the Morbihan, such rendezvousing and 
equipping ; — especially at Havre, no end of fiat-bottomed boats 
getting built ; and much bluster and agitation among the 
weaker sorts in both Nations. Whereupon, 

*yuly 1st* (just in the days while Friedrich first trying Horse 
Artillery), ‘Rear-Admiral Rodney sails from Poitsraouth with a few 

* Prigales, and Six Bomb-ketches’ {Firedfakc, Basiln/c, Blast, and such 
nomenclatures®); ‘and in the afternoon of Tuesday 3d arrives m the 
‘ frith or bay of Havre. Steers himself piopeily mto “the Channel of 

* Honflewf” before daik; and therefiom, with his Fiiedrake, Basilisk 

* and Company, begins such a bombaidinent of Ha vie and llie dat- 
‘ boilomed manufactories as was quite surpii'jing. Fifty-two incessant 

* hours of it, before he thought poor Havie had enough. Poor Havre 
‘ had been on fire six times; the flat manufactory (unquenchable), I 
‘ know not how many; all the inhabitants off in despair; and the Gar- 
‘ rison building this battery to no purpose, then that; no salvation fof 
‘ them but ilf Rodney’s “mortars getting too hot.” He had fired of 

* shells of carcasses 1,150: from Wednesday about sunnse till 

* Friday alxtit S A.M., — about time now for breakfast ; which I hope 
‘ evutybody had, after such a stretch of work. “ No damage to speak 

* sAid the French Gazetteers; “ we will soon refit everything !” 

* Bat they ucvw did; apd nothing came of Havre henceforth. Vannes 

® hinu in Betattion, Natkdt^nd Hiitiiary {London, iSoi;), ii. 241: 

bnef), ib. u. ^23. 
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Att«* 

* was always, and is now stijll more, to be tbe main pinion qndy 
' Hawke,— most unexpectedly, for one fancied all tbctr 

* ployed in distant partat — ^ndes therr with a Channel Fleet 

‘ able nature ; and the previous quet*tion always is: Cannot we 

* Hawke ? Can -jje I Or will not he perhaps go, of lumself| whi^ 

* the rough weather comes ?*V ^ 


CHAPTER III. 

FRIEDRICH IN FERSON ATTEMPTS THE RUSSIAN PROBLEM ; NOT 
WITH SUCCESS. 

Before WedelFs catastrophe, the Affair of those Ha^dick* 
Loudon Detachments had become a little plainer to Friedritb. 
The intention, he begins to suspect, is not for Berlin at aU ; 
but for junction with Soltikof, — at Crossen or wherever it may 
be. This is in fact their real purpose; and this, beyond almost 
Berlin itself, it is in the highest degree important to prevent 
Important ; and now as if become impossible I 

Prince Henri had come to Bautzen with his Army, specially 
to look after Loudon and Haddick ; and he has, all this while» 
had Fxnrk with some 10,000 diligently patrolling to westward 
of them, guarding Berlin ; he himself watching from the 
southern side, — wheie, as on the western, there was no danger 
from them. Some time before WedelFs affair, Friedrich had 
pushed-out Eugen of Wurtemberg to watch these people on 
the eastern side ; — siispi(!ious that thitherward lay their real 
eirand. Eugen had but 6,000; and, except in conjunction 
with Finck and Henri, could do nothing, — nor can, now when 
Friedrich’s suspicion turns-out to be fatally true. Friedrich 
had always the angry feeling that Finck and Prince Henri 
were the blameworthy parties in what now ensued ; that they, 
who were near, ought to have divined these people’s secret, and 
spoiled it in time ; not have left it to him, who was far off, and 
So busy otherwise. To the last, that was his fixed private 
opinion ; by no means useful to utter,— especially \t present, 
while attempting the now very doubtful enterprise himself, an4 
needing all about him to be swift and zealous. This is dne of 
Friedrich’s famous labours* this of the Haddick*Loudon juno 
tion with Soltikof ; strenuous short spasm of effort, of almut a 
week’s continuance ; full of fiery insight, velocity, energy; still 
Admired by judges, though it was unsuccessful, or only b^hnlf 
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July*eth Aug. tjs9* 

S ccess. Difficult to bring horae, in uny measure, to the mind 
modern readers, so remote from it. 

^ Friedrich got the news oC Zullicliau ’^icxt dny, July 241)1 ; 
— and instantly made ready, ^The case is critical ; especially 
this Haddick-Loudon part of it : add 30 or 36,000 Austrians 
to Soltikof, how is he then to bdiiealt with } A case strin- 
gently pressing : — and the regjfturc^'for it few and scattered. 
For several days past, Haddick, and Loudon under liim, whose 
motions were long enigmatic, have been marching steadily 
eastward through the Lausitz, — with the evident purpose of 
joining Soltikof ; unless Wcdcll could forbid. Wedell aliead 
was the grand opposition ; — Finck, Henri, Wurtemberg, as 
good as useless ; — and Wcdcll being now stnick-down, these 
Austrians will go, especially Loudon will, at a winged rate. 
They are understood to be appioaching Sagan Country ; hap- 
pily, as yet, well to westward of it, ancl from Sagan Town well 
»c 7 r//^-westward ; — but all accounts of them arc vague, dim : 
they are an obscure entity to Friedrich, but a vitally important 
one. Sagan Town may be about 70 miles northward of where 
Friedrich now is : from Sagan, were they once in the meridian 
of Sagan, their road is free eastward and northward ; — to 
Crossen is about 60 miles north-by-east from Sagan, to Frank- 
furt near 100 north. Sagan is on the Bober; Bober, in every 
event, is between the Austrians and their aim. 

Friedrich feels that, however dangerous to (juit Daim’s 
neighbourhood, he must, he in pcrsoif, go at once. And who, 
in the interim, will watch Daun and liis enterprises "t Fried- 
rich’s reflections are : “ Well, in the crisis of the moment. 
Saxony, —-though there already are marauding Bodies of 
Reichsfolk in it, — must still be left to itself for a time ; or can- 
not Finck and his 10,000 look to it? Henri, with his Army, 
now useless at Bautzen, shall instantly rendezvous at Sagan ; 
his Army to go with me, against the Russians and their liad- 
dick-Loudons ; Henri to Schindttscifen, instead of mo, and* 
attend to iJ^un ; Henri, I have no other left ! Finck and his 
10,000 mu||. take charge of Saxony, such charge as he can : — 
how lucky those Spring Forays, which destroyed the I'tcichs 
Magazines ! Whereby there is no Kcichs Army yet got into 
Saxony (nothing but preliminary pulses and splashings of it) ; 
none yet, nor like to be quite at once.” That is Friedrich’s 
swift plaC * * 

VOL, vni. 
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Henri rose on the instant, as did everybody 1 

July a9th, Henri and.Army were at Sagan ; Army ^ 

the King ; Henri so far on his^oad to Schmdttseifen»^ fl^» 
had come to S^gan ♦ by almost the rapidest marchl^S cvef 
hear 4 of/— or ever till some others of Henri*$ own^ 
made in that neighbourho<P soon* Punctual, he, to hIs * 
as are Eugen of WUrtemberg’s people, and all 0 etachmenti 
and Divisions : Friedrich himself arrives at Sagan ths^t 
a 9th, ' about midnight/ — and finds plenty of woric walthig i 
no sleep these two nights past ; and none coming just yet ! A 
most swift rendezvous* The speed of everybody has been, and 
needs still to be, intense. 

This rendezvous at Sagan, — intersection of HeiDri ^nd 
Friedrich, bound different roads (the Brothers, I thinh, did 
not personally meet, Henri having driven-off for SchmbttseHeh 
by a shorter road), — was Stmday Following which, 

are six days of such a hunt for those Austrian reynards 
seldom or never was ! Most vehement, breathless, baffling 
hunt ; half of it sjicnt in painfully beating cover, in mere find- 
ing and losing. Not rightly successful, after all. So that, on 
the eighth day hence, Auyy^ist 6tk, at Mullrose, near Frank- 
furt, 80 miles from Sagan, there is a second rendezvous,— r 
rendezvous of Wcdell and Friedrich, who do not now Hntet** 
sect,’ but meet after the hunt is done ; — and in the interim, 
there has been a wonderful performance, though an unsuccess- 
ful. Friedrich never could rightly get hold of his Austrians* 
Once only, at Sornmerfeld, a long march north-west of Sagan, 
he came upon some outskirts of them. And in general, in those 
latter eight days, especially in the first six of them, there is. in 
that Kotbus-.Sagan Country, such an intersecting, checking, 
pushing and multifarious simmering of marches, on the part of 
half-a-dozen Strategic Entities. Friedrich the centre of them, 
»as — as, I think, nobody but an express soldier-student, w,ll 
furnished with admiration for this particular S^ldier^ would 
consent to have explained to him. One of the maziest, most 
unintelligible whirls of marching; inextricable Sf^ord- Dance, 
or Dance of the Furies, — live of them (that Is the correct 
number: IfaddiOv, Lou don, j Friedrich, Wiirtcmberg, WedelJ) ; 
— and it is fiting down fqr u/s, all in a huddle* tn these inhuman 
Books (jvhich luive scveml ^rtors of the press, too) : Ipt^no man 

• iMap,/at end of Volvjftie. 
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tUlfeit wltl^ out understanding at, unless he have 

t Humanly pulled stfmght, not iniiuinanly flung-^dou^n at 
Imre the essentials fT it are, — in very brief state : 

July. Friedrich is at S^gan, since midnight 
busier and busier j’ beating cover, as we termed it, and getting 
IdShOUnds (his new Henri* Aimy) in lea^h; ‘ endeavouring, especially, 

‘ * to get tiding? ot those Austrian people; who are veiy enigmatic, — 

* iU>ud<m a dexterous man, — and hive hung-up such a cuUain of Pan- 

between Fricdnch and them as is nearly iinpenetiable. In 

* die course of this Monday Fiieibich ascei tains that they are veuly on 

* the load; coming eastward, foi Soninicifckl, — Ihcnce for Crossen!’* 
‘ be needs no ghost to tell him. Whtiefoic, 

* Sa^n io Naumburg. 'i uesday before daybreak Filed- 

* rich too is on the load : north u cstw ard ; in full march towards Naum- 
^ burg on Bober, meaning to catch the Ihidge iiom them there Marcii 
^ of the swiftest; he himself i> ahead, a^ usuil, with the Vangiiaid of 
^ Hot^e, ilc reaches Naumbiiig (noitlin.iid, a jmub of 20 miles); 

* inds, not Iladdick oi Loudon, but a Iktachnunt of theirs; which 
^he at once oversets wUh his ( avahy, and chisos, — rnaiking withal 
^ that ** westwaid is the way they lun '* WtsUaid; and that we aie 

* still ahead, thank lioiven’ 

^ * Befoie bis Infautiy au all up, 01 aie well u-^ted m Nuimhing, 

^ Fftedncli ascertains, on moic ]>ic<h( tidings, lint the An-,{nans aie 

* in Son^mcrfeld, to westwaid (again a 20 miles) ; and judges I'hat, 

* no doubt, they will beai off more to Kftw ud, bv (jiiinn piobabl}!', 

* and try to avoid him, — unless he lan 'till c dch tlum ui Souimorleld. 

‘ About nightfall he inaiches I01 Sommerfeld, at his wilUst; aiiivts 
^ Wedne^av early ; finds — alas ! — • 

* Sonifhi } / Id^ Width uiav thormtt:^ lu ^fi\t 1 v/, Ki k di u,h finds that 

* Xanidon u /v theie l^st night, jnctcnte tense, ahs; the (juestion n<nv 

* being, Where is he !' In ficl, l.omltm ha<l wiitii ii }i id ly to Daun 
(Letter still extant, ‘Sommerfeld, July -^ist’), Unt Mk mg swift and 
“ light, ^ consisting of horse foi most jiait, ‘he may probably effect June - 
‘ tion this voiy night;’ — but has alteicd his mind \cty much, on sight 
of these fugitives tiom Naumburg, since! Ami has boinc-off nioie to 
Icftwnid. Straight north now, and at a veiy bn'sk imc; being now 
all o^'hoise; — and lias an impoitantcoufeieme with Iladdick at Clubcn,* 
wlion they q(pri\e theie ‘Not m bonunerfcld thinks Fnednch 
{(/arncstly ijiurvcying, Ihioagh this sht he has made in the I’andoin veil) : 
“ Gone to Gulden most likely, hearing off from us to hftw aid — Which 
svos the fact; though not the whole fact. And indeed the chase i> now 

.allcuiinceitam, and there has to be some beiting ol coverTr. 1 or 
oug mmg, he hrams today (August ist) that the Russians me gone to 
Frankfurt: F’ollow them, you Wedell,”— tonleis Fucdrich : them vie 
shall into, — howevei this hunt emU - • * 

^ Ta MitrJ^prsdorf^ 7 'hmsday 4 ttgmt %d* i'riednch takes the road 
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* for Gtttjefi ; readies Markersdorf (twenty-maes march; still seven or 
« eight from Guben); fi^lls upon — ^What phenomoiott is thisi? IW 

* Austrian heavy Train; meal-wagon^ not a few, and a reglmqxt of loot 

* in charge of it; — but going the wrong way, not tmards the KttssiauSk 

* but from them I ^hat on earth can this be ? This is Haddkk, — ^if 

* Friedrich could yet clearly know it, — Hoddick and Train, who fi>r 

* his own part has given-up the junction enterprise. At Guben, somn 
‘ hours ago, he had conference with Loudon; and this was the eon- 
‘elusion arrived at: “Impossible, with that King so near! Tpu, 

* Herr Loudon, push-on, without heavy baggage, and with the Cavaliy 
‘altogether; you can get in, almost 20,000 strong; 1, with the In^ 
‘ fantry, with the meal and heavy guns, will turn, and make for the 
‘ Lau&itz again !** 

‘ This mysterious Austrian Train, going the wrong way, Friedrich 
‘ attacks, whatever it be (lioping, I suppose, it might be the Austrians 

* altogether); chases it vigorously; snatches all the meal -wagons, and 
‘ about 1,000 prisoners. Uncertain still what it is, — if not the Aus- 

* trians altogether? To his soirow, he finds, on pushing farther into 

* it, that it is only Haddick and the Infantry ; that Loudon, with the 
‘ 20,000 Horse, will have gone-off for Frankfurt; — irretrievably ahead, 

‘ the swift Loudon, — ever careering northward all this while, since that 

* afternoon at Sommerfeld, when the fugitives altered his opinion : a 
‘ now unattainable Loudon. In the course of Thursday night, Fried- 
‘ rich has satisfied himself that the Loudon junction is a thing as good 

* as done: — ^in effect, Loudon did get to Frankfurt, morning of August 
‘ 3d, and joined the Rus.sians there; and about the same time, or only 
‘ a few hours sooner, Friedrich, by symptoms, has divined that hiS 
‘ hunt has ended, in this rather unsuccessful way ; and that chasing of 
‘ Haddick is not the road to go.** 

Not Haddick now; with or without their Austrians, it shall 
be the Russians now! Two days ago (Wednesday, as wa$ 
mentioned), before sight of those enigmatic meal- wagons, Fried- 
rich had learned that the Russians were to be in Frankfurt 
again ; and had ordered Wedell to march thitherward, at any 
rate. Which Wedell is doing, all this Thursday and the four fol- 
Jowing days. As does likewise, from and after ^Friday A ugusi 
3</, I A.M.’ (hunt then over), Friedrich himself, — renouncing Had 
dick and the hunt. Straight towards Frankfurt thenceforth ; 
headquarters Beeskow that night; next night, Mifliro^o, whi- 
ther Wedell is appointed, within twelve miles of Frankfurt 
This is the end of Friedrich’s sore Chase and March'; burnt 
deeply into his own weary brain, if ours still refuse it admit-* 
tance I |lere, of utterly fatigued tone, is a Note of his, chiefly 

> Temptlhof, iu. Z3S"*39’ 
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t^usiness> to Minister Flnckenstein. Indeed there are» 
'ttthin the next ten days, Three success|ye Notes to Fincken- 
4 tein, which will be worth rei|iing in their due places. This 
is the First of them: ^ 

Graf von Finckenstein (at Berlin). 

Beeskow, 3d August 1759. 

*Iam just arrived here^ after cruel and frightful marchings^ (Checks 
Mwself howep/r), * There is nothing desperate in all that; and I be- 

* lieve the noise and disquietude this hurlyburly has caused will be the 

* worst of it* Show this Letter to everybody, that it may be known 

* the State is not undefended. I have made above 1,000 prisoners from 

* Haddick. AH his meal-wagons have been taken. Finck, I believe, 

* will keep an eye on him,* and secure Berlin from attempts of his. 

* This is all 1 can say. 

* Tomorrow I march to within two leagues of Frankfurt* (to Miill- 
rose, namely). * Katte* (the Minister who has charge of such things) 
^ must send me instantly Two Hundred Wispels’ (say tons) * of Meal, 

, * and Bakers One Hundred, to P'iirstenwalde. I shall encamp at Wul- 

* kow, I am very tired. For six nights I have not closed an eye. 

* Farewell.-— F.* 

Duriiiig the above intricate War-Dance of Five, — the day 
while Friedrich was at Sommerfeld, the day before he came in 
sight of Haddick*s meal-wagons going the wrong road,— there 
went on, at Minden on the Weser, three hundred miles away, 
a beautiful feat of War, in the highest degree salutary to Duke 
Ferdinand and Britannic Majesty’s Ministry; feat which re- 
quires a word from us here. A really splendid Victory, this of 
Minden, August i st: French driven headlong through the Passes 
there; their ** Conquest of Hanover and Weser Country” quite 
^ploded and dung over the horizon ; and Duke Ferdinand re- 
lieved Brom all his distresses, and lord of the ascendant again 
in those parts. Nighty interesting to Friedrich ; — especially to 
Prince Henri ; whose apprehensions about Ferdinand and the 
old Richelieu. Hastenbeck-Halberstadt time returning on us,* 
have been fery great ; and who now, at Schmottseifen, fires 
feu^foief(M it with aU his heart. This is a Battle still of some 
interest to English readers. But can English readers consent 
to halt in this hot pinch of the Friedrich crisis ; and read the 
briefest thing which is foreign to it ? Alas, I fear they can ; — 
and uffll insert the Note here : 

: Wednesday August tst^ 1 759.—* Ever sindfe Bergen, 

\ things have gone awry with Ferdinand, and in spite of skilful man^ 
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* agement, of hard Struggles and bright sparkles of success^ b«i»^ Iw 4 

* a bad Campaign of it. 'f be F rench, it would seem^ are really got inilo 

* belter fighting order; Belleihlc’s ex^lioiih as War-Minister haire b««ja 

* almost wonderful, — in sonic respects, /tJe wonderful, as we shall 

* — and llroglio and Contades, in comparison with Clermbnt and 'Soa^* 

‘ bisc, have leal soldier qualities, ('oniades, across Rhine in 

* (hose Weser Count lies, who is skilful in his way, and is prlcke^^on 

* by emulation of llroglio, has been spreading himself out steadily JrtDO* 

* gressive there ; 'U'hile Bioglio, pushing along from J'^ankfurt^ob'^MiiW 
^ has conquered T lessen ; is into Hanover; on the Cfdge of cotH|iienhjJ 
‘ Hanover, — which how is Ferdinand to hinder? Ferdinand |J«« giftt 

* two, if not thice Annies to deal with, and in number is hot Mtieli 

* superior to one. If lie nm to .save Hanover from BrogHo, Ji^ lositts 
‘Westphalia: Osnabiuck (his magazine), Miinster, Lippstadt,— ‘Con** 

‘ tades, if left to himself, will fake these, after short $ieg^; kud wilH 
‘ nestle himself there, and then advance, not like a transitory f^ef*6t| 

‘ but like vbible death, on Hanover. Ferdinand, rapid yet VTJtry, man- 

* ceuvred his vciy best among those interests of his, on the Wft ti^k of 
‘ Weser; but after tlic siirpnsal of Minden from him (brilliantly dona 

* by Bioglio, and the aid of a treacherous peasant), especially after tjit 
‘ capture of Osnabruck, his outlooks are gloomy to a degree : am! $t 

* Versailles, and at Minden where Ccmladcs has established himself, 

‘ “ the Conquest of Hanover” (beautiful counterweight to all cme^a 
‘ lo.sses in Ameiica or elseuhere) is regarded as a certainty of this 
‘ Year. 

* For the last ten days of July, about Minden, the manoeuvring! 
‘ especially on Ferdinand’s part, had been intense; a great idea in tht 
‘ head of Ferdinand, more or less unintelligible toContades* Contadeg^ 

‘ with some 30,000, which is the better half of his force, has taken one 

* of the unassailalikst positions. He lies looking northward^ his ri|^ 

* wing on the Weser with posts to Minden (Minden perhaps a mile 
‘ north-eastward there), on his left impassable peatl>og8 and quagmire$$ 
‘ in front a quaggy River or impassable black Brook, called f he BastaU# 
‘ coming from the \vestv\ard, which di^>eml)Ogues at Minden i* — ithei*e 

* lies Contades, as if in a rabbit -hole, say military men; for defence, 

' if that were the sole object, no post can be stronger. Contades has 
‘ in person say 30,000; and round him, on both sides of the Weser, 

' ‘ are Broglio with zo,ooo; besides other Divisions, 1 know not how 

* many, besieging Munster, capturing Osnabriick (our h^jr magOKineh 
‘ attempting Lippstadt by surprise (to no purpose), and diligently Work* 

* ing forward, day by day, to Ferdinand^e ruin in those Mfhden regions. 
‘ Three or four Divisions busy in that manner ; — and above all* we iiay, 

* he has Broglio with a 20,000 dn the right or east bank of the Weser, 

* — whp, tf Fcnlinand quit him even for a ddy,‘oeahS to haveHkttover 

* at discretion, and can march any day upon Hanover ^Hy, wttere hi# 

‘ light tr<x>p& have alrb®^y been more than once. Fcr- 

i ^ Sketch of Han, p. 138. 
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^ dinfti^ cross Weser, re-cross Weser ; coerce BrciUo back; and save 

* ilanoye^? cry the Gazetteers and a Public of weJRc judgment. Hit's 
Fublilc is inclined to murmur about Ferditlandj Piit himself never. 

•* teniinand persists in sticking Iby Minclen neighbourhood; and, in a 
i scatcejy accountable way, mantTeuvring there, sh^^ting-out therefrom 
what mischief he can upon the various Contades people in their sieges 
^ and the Hke. 

Contades himself he can pretend to do nothing,— except hood- 

* Wink Mm, entice him out, and try to get a chance on him. But for 

* oWn subsistence and otherwise, he is very lively ; — snatches, by a 
sudden stroke, Bremen City: “Yes truly, Bremen is a Rcichstadt; 

*not simU jfou snatch it, as you did Frankfurt; but I will, instead: 

* and'my English proviant-ships shall have a sure liaven henceforth 

' Snatches Bremen by one sudden stroke ; ^-^'-snatches Osnabnick by 
^ an<?ther ('* our m^azine considerably increased since you have had it, 

* many thanks!”); does lose Munster, to his sorrow; but nevertheless 

* stict^ by his ground here ; — nay detaches his swift-cutting Nephew, 
'jthe Hereditary Prince, who is growing famous for such things, to 

* Contades’s strong post to southward (Gohfeld, ten miles up 

* the Weser), which guards his me.abwagous, after their long journey 

* [rom the south. That is Contades's one weak point, in this posture 

* of things : his meal is at Cassel, seventy miles off. Broglio and he 
*kee clearly, ** Till we can get a new magazine much nearer Hanover, 
'pr at lowest, can clear-out these people fiom infesting us here, there 

* Is no moving northward !” To both Contades and Broglio that is an 

* ^dent thing: the corollary to which is, They musl fight Ferdinand ; 
^ bust watch lynx-like till a chance tum-up of beating him in fight. 
^Tliat is their outlook; and b'erdinand knows it is, — and manoeuvres 

* accordingly. Military men admire much, not his movements only, 

* but his clear insight into Contades’s and Broglio’s temper of mind, and 
*by what methods they were to be handled, they and his own affairs 
^^Qgether, and brought whither he wanted them.® 

I * Thjk attempt on Gohfeld was a sei ious mischief to Contades, if it 
'succeeded. But the detaching of the Prince of Brunswick on it, and 
'Weakening one’s too weak Army, " What a rashness, what an over- 
'eight thinks Contades (as Ferdinand washed him to do): " Is our 
'tbkiifttl enemy, in this extreme embarrassment, losing bead, then? 
‘iTook at his left wing yonder” — (General Wangenheim, silting behind 
'^batteries, Jftt*his Village of TodtenJiausen, looking into Minden from 
^the north) t — '* Wangenheim's left leans on the Weser, yes ; but Wan- 
f genbt:im'st^ght, observ^ has no support within three miles of it : 
tear ^^angenheim out, Ferdinand’s flank is bare!” These things 
' seemed to Contades the very chance he had been waiting for ; and 
’ brought him triumphkntly out of Ms rabbit-hole, into the Heath of 
' hlilfdai, as Ferdinand lioped they would do. 

Tmiday Et^ening July things being noy fill ripe, 
s I0 Mauvillm (>i. 4X-44) mktute aocutkat of all that. 
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* upwards of 5o,oo(f French are industriously in motion. Contad^s has 

* nineteen bridges ready on the Bastau Brook, in front of hhh } tait 00 

‘ this night, in Contade/s Camp, is to ** March, 

* all of you, across these nineteen (jridges, to your stations on the 

* Plain or Heath oicMinden yonder, — and be punctual, like the clock 

* Broglio crosses Weser by the Town Bridge, ranks himsetf opposite 

* Todtenhausen ; and through the livelong night there is, on the patt 

* of the 50,000 French, a very great marching and deploying, Contadfes 

* and Broglio together are 51,400 foot aitd horse. Ferdinand's enftre 

* force will be near 46,000; but on the day of Battle he is only 

'-—having detached the lleiedilary Prince on Gohfeld, in What itiew 
‘ we know. — The oj AH ndett^ called also of T&nhamen (mcfning 

' ?(?f//«7/hansen), which hereupon fell out, has still its fame in the 
' world ; and, I pciccivc, is well worth study by the soldier n^ind ; 

' though nothing but the rough outline of it is possible here. ; 

* Fcnliiiand’s posts extend from the Weser river and Todtenlisliltsen 

* round by Stemmern, I loUhausen, to Hartum and the Bog of Bastau 
‘ (the chief j)art of him towards Bastau), — in various Villages, aixl 
'woody patches and favourable spots; all lookingdn upon Mindci, 

' from a distance of five or seven miles ; forming a kind of arc, wdih 
‘ Minden for centre. He will march-up in eight Columns; of coursf, 

' with wide intervals between them, — wide, but continually narrowirg 
' as he advances ; which will indeed be ruinous gaps, if Ferdinaidi 

* wait to be attacked ; but which will coalesce close enough, if he lie 
' speedy upon Contades. For Contades's line is also of arc-like cir al- 
‘ most semicircular form, behind it Miiiden as centre ; Minden, wKicfi 
' is at the intersection of Weser and the Brook ; his right flank is ch 
' Weser, Broglio 7 iersus Wangenheim the extreme right; his left, witli 

* infantry and artillery, rests on that black Brook of Bastau with is 

* nineteen Bridges. As tlie ground on both wings is rough, not so ft 
' for Cavahy, Contades puts his Cavalry wholly in the centre: they aie 
' the flower of the Fiench Army, about 10,000 horse in all; firm opoi 

* ground ahead of them there, with strong batteries, masses of infantijr 

* to support on each flank ; batteries to ply with cross-fire any assailait 
' that may come on. Broglio, w^e said, is right wing; strong in artflleiy 
‘ and infantry. Broglio is to root-out Wangenheim: after which, — dr 

* even before which, if Wangenheim is kept busy and we are nimble, -i- 
fwhat becomes of Ferdinand’s left flank, with a gap of three miles be 
' Iwcen Wangenheim and him, and 10,000 chosen hor.se tcfciake advant 

* age of it! Had the French been of Prussian dexterity and nimblenA 

* ness in marching, it is very possible something might hstve come ol 

' this latter circumstance: but Ferdinand knows they are not; and in- 
' tends to take good care of hi.s flank, ^ 

' Contades and his people were of willing mindj but had Uo skill 

* in " marching-up and, once got across the Bastau by their nineteen 

* Bridges, ^hey w'a.sted many hours : — " Too far, arn I ? noflsSw^^sough ? 

' Too close V not close enough — ^and broiled about, in much hurry ' 
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J Etid confusion, all night. Fight was to have begA at 5 in the mom* 
^ ing. BrogUo was in his place, silently looking inm Wangenheim, by 
‘ 5 o’clock i but unfortunately did notlnng uf)on Wangenheim (‘*Not 

* ready you, I see V% except caniAnade a little; — and indeed all through 
** did nothing (** Still not ready you others !”); whiih surely was ques- 

^ tionable conduct, though not reckoned so at Versailles, when the case 

* caane to be argued there. As to the Contades people, across those 

* nineteen Bridges, they had a baffling confused night ; and were by 

* no means correctly on their ground at sunrise, nor at 7 o’clock, nor 
'* at 8 ; and were still mending themselves when the shock came, and 

* time was done. 

‘ The morning is very misty; but Ferdinand has himself been out 

* examining since the earliest daybreak : his orders last night were, 

* “Cavalry be saddled at 1 in the morning,” — having a guess that 

* there ^uld be work, as he now finds there will. From 5 a.m. Fer- 

* dinarid is issuing from his Camp, flowing down eastward, beautifully 

* concentric, closing on Contades; horse m centre, but English In- 

' fantry in centre (Six Battalions, or Six by luiglish reckon- 

* ing); right opposite those 10,000 Horse of Contacies’s, the sight of 

* whom seems to be very animating to them. Ihe English Cavalry 
‘stand on the right wing, at the Village ofHartum: Lord George 

* Sackville had not been very punctual in saddling at i o’clock ; but 

* he is there, ranked on the ground, at 8, — in what humour nobody 

* knows; sulky and flabby, I should rather guess. English Tourists, 

‘ idle otherwise, may take a look at H.irtum on the south side, as the 

* spot whore a very ugly thing occurred that day. 

‘Soon after 8 the Fight begins: attack, by certain Hesbians, on 
‘ Hahlen and its batteries; attempt to drive the French out of Hahlen, 

‘ as the first thing, — which does not succedl at once (indeed look three 

* attacks in all); and perhaps looks rather tedious to those Six English 
‘ Battalions. Ferdinand’s order to them was, “You shall march up 
‘ to attack, you Six, on sound of drum but, it seems, they read it, 

‘ “ sound of dmm “ Beating our own drums; yes, of course !” — 
‘ and, being weary of this Hahlen work, or fancying they had no con- 
‘ cem with it, strode on, double-quick, without waiting for Hahlen at 
‘ all ! To the hoiror of their Hanoverian comrades, who nevertheless 
‘ determined to follow as second line. The Contades cross-fire of ar- 
^ lillery, battery of 30 guns on one flank, of 36 on the other, does its» 
‘ best upon Ijjiis forward-minded Infantry, but they seem to heed it 

* little; walk right forward ; and, to the astonishment of those French 
‘ blorse and #f all the world, entirely break and luin the charge made 
‘ on them, and tramp forward in chase of the same. The 10,000 Horse 

* feel astdnished, insulted; and rush-out again, furiou.sly charging; the 

‘ English halt and serry themselves : “ No fire till they are within lorty 
‘ paces and then such pouring torrents of it as no horse or man can 
‘ endure|p|,JiH!i!ly after rally there is, on the part oi those mass 

‘ after mss of them indignantly plunges on,— again, ever again, about 
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* six charges in all —but do not break the English lines^i om of fJtttti 
‘ (regiment Mestrede-Camp, raised to a paroxysm) does ono«? ^ 

^ through^ across the firit line, but is blomr back in dreaisUhJ cirenas** 

* stances by the second. After whi/i tliey give it up, as a imt 

* cannot be done.^ And rush rearward, hither, thither, the 

* seventy-five squadrons of them; and ‘M>etween their two 

* infantry are seen boiling in complete disorder.** 

*This has lasted about an hour: this is essentiaHy the sowt 

* Fight, — though there wanted not other activities, to ri^ of it att4 ^ 

* left, on both sides; artilleries going at a mighty rate on botlj 

‘ and counter-artilleries (superlative practice “ by Captain rhijbpa” bll 

* our right wing) ; Broglio cannonading Wangenheittl very fettt 

^ with little harm done or suffeied, on their right wing. WangttoMm 

* is watchful of that gap between Ferdinand and him, till it (dose'itS^f 
< sufficiently. Their liglit-wing Infantry did once make asm^ attlilitpt 

* there; bttt tht 
^ slan 

‘ a i»mail body dT J?n«h 

* sians serve in thk Al» 

* licciArmy)-^hOt‘>o«rt, 

‘ and in a brilliant maHi* 
‘ ner swept them bcwne 
^ again. Artillery and 
' that pretty chaiige of 

* Prussian Horse are all 

* one remember^ except 
' this of the English and 
‘ Hanover Foot ih the 

* centre ; ** «ti unsnr* 
‘ passable thing,” says 

* Tempelhaf (though !t 

* so easily migfit have 

* been a fataH)*^whicih 

* has setConindes’s cen- 



a a. Contade^'s Camp. h 6 . Broglio's Cacnp. 

c r. FenlinanU’s po-.ition, night of fuly ^ist. 
tid, Wangenheim’s position, night of July 31st. 
e f. Ferdinand's Line of Hattie. 

//, French Lme of Battle. 

French Cavalry. ^ A. English Infantry. 

2. English and Hanoverian Cavalry, under SackvlUe. 


tre boding, and re- 

* duced Contades alto- 

* gether to water, as it 

* were, Contades said 

* luttcrljy^**! have seen 

* w'hat i never thought 


* to be possible, — single line of infantry break through ghrea lines of 


* cavalry ranked in order of battle, and tumble them to ruin T** 

“ This was the feat, this hour’s work In the centre, the essential soul 


‘ of the Fight; — and had Lord George $4«kville, Gfineral oftheHcnee^ 

* come on when galloped for and bidden, here hii^ been sn«;h a min, 

* say ail judges, as seldom came upon an Army. Lord 


s Suaael, v. 904 , 
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diii^ace tmd sorrow on the name of hiin|--cottId not see his 
^ way ti> ooming on; delayed, haggled; would il»t even let Gran])y* 

* his H^tenant, come; not for a second Adjutant, not for a third; never 
^ * eamii <m at all ; hut rode to thl^ Prince, asking, “ How am f to come 
* * oh Who, with a politeness I can never cnoagli admire, did not 

*'ihisttaiiUy hill him, but answered, in mild tone, ** Milord, the oppor- 
^ HMtity U now pasitT' Whereby Contades escaped ruin, and was only 
By ab<Mt lo in the morning all was over. When a man's 

* e^tre tS gone to water, no part of him is far from the fluid state. 

* Ctmtade^ retreated into his rabbit-hole by those nineteen bridges,— 
‘well tormented, they say, by Captain Plnllips’i, aitillery, till he got 

* heytmd the knolls again. Ihoglio, w^ho had never been in musket- 
< hte at all, but had merely barked on Wangenheim all morning, instead 

* of biting, covered the retreat, and withdrew into Mmden. And we 

* are a beaten Army,— thanks to I^ord George, not an annihilated one. 
^Owr Me being bnly 7,086 (with heavy guns, colours, cavalry flags 

* and the like); theirs being 2,822, — full half of it falling on those rash 

* Hi5c Battalions. ♦ 

* And what is this one hears from Gohfold in the evening ? The 

* Hereditary Prlntie, busy there on us during the very hours ofMinden, 
^ has blown our rearguard division to the winds there; — and we must 

* move southward, one and all of us, without a moment's delay ! Out 
j * of this rabbit-hole the retieat by rearward is through a difficult coun- 
I ' try, the Westphalian Gates so-called ; fatal to Varus’s f.egions long 

‘ i^ontades got under way that very night; lost most of his bag- 

* gage, all his conquests, that shadow-conquest of Hanover, and more 

* than all his glories (Versailles shrieking on him, Resign you; let 

* BrogUo be chief”); — and, on the whole, jumbled lioracward hither 

* and thither, gravitating towards the Inline, nothing but Wesel to 

* depend on in those parts, as heretofore. BrogUo retreated Frankfurt- 

* way, also as usual, though not quite so far; and at Versailles had 

* clearly the victory. Zealous Belleisle could not protect his Contades; 

* it is .not known whether he privately blamed Contades or blamed Bro- 

* glio for loss of Minden. Zealous old man, what a loss to himself 

* withal had Minden beenl That shadow'-conquest of Hanover is quite 

* vanished: and worse, in Ferdinand's spoil weie certain from 

* Belleisle to Contades, inculcating strange things; — for example, “// 

* fmt fairs disert du /hyj” (all Hessen, I think, lest Ferdinand ad- 

‘ vance on fjtt) " devmt and the like. Which Ferdinand 

* saw good to publish, and which resounded racher hideously through 

‘ the genera* mhsid/* < 

< Mauviflon* Si 44 -< 5 o i Tempclhof, iii. X54-Z79, See. he ., : and Proceedings of a 
Couri*>M0rtza/, ett the Hersedtuards., 7^-24^ March and March-— $th 
i7*3b, m 7 \»ai of Lori George Sackpiiie ^London, 1760). In Kncsebeck, J'er- 
d^MdMhhrend des siebenj&hty^n Krseges IL 395), Ferdinand's Letter to Fried- 
ndii of '|uly ;* and (i. 398-4i« and ii. 33-36) many special detatU about Sackville 

^ Wif? taken at Dettnold (Tempelhof, iiL aaa); Old Newspapers full ofExceipts 
fiom thtnt, in the weeks following. 



140 LIKE/tO be overwhelmed. BwAXISL 

I 29th Aug:. ttS 9 * 

Ignominious Saj^cville was tried by Court»martigl ; casbieredi de- 
dared incapable of Itgain serving bis Majesty ** in any military capa- 
city — perhaps a mild vf ay of signifying that he wanted the common 
courage of a soldier ? Zealous Majelty, always particular la soldier 
matters, proclaimediit officially to be “a sentence worse than death;** 
and furthermore, with his own royal hand, taking the pea hlmsdf, 
struck-out Sackville from the list of Privy- Councillois. Proper surely, 
and indispensable; — and should have been persisted in, like Fate; 
which, in a new Reign, it wa.s not ! For the rest, there was always, 
and is, something of enigma in Sackville’s palpably bad case. It is 
difficult to think that a Sackville wanted common courage* Thig Sack- 
ville fought duels with propriety; in private life, he was a surly, domi-^ 
neering kind of fellow, and had no appearance of wanting spirit It is 
known, he did not love Duke Ferdinand ; fa»’ from it I May not he 
have been of peculiarly .sour humour that morning, the luckless ; 
.sulky against I eidinand, and his ‘saddling at one o’clock;* sulky agailist 
himself, against the world and mankind; and flabbily disio^ned to 
heroic practices for the moment? And the moment came; and the 
man was not there, except in that foggy, flabby and forever ruinous 
condition! Archenholtz, alone of Writers, judges that he expressly 
wanted to spoil the Rattle of Minden and Ferdinand's reputation, and 
to get appointed Commander in his stead. Wonderful; but may have 
some vestige of basi>, too ! True, this Sackville was as fit to l^id the 
courses of the stars as to lead armies. But such a Sackville has am- 
bition, and, what is fatally more peculiar to him, a chance for unfolding 
it; — any blockhead ha.s an ambition capable, if you encourage it suffi- 
ciently, of running to the infinite. Enough of this particular block- 
head; and may it be long before we see /lis like again!— 

The English Cavalry was< in a rage with Sackville. Of the Eng- 
lish Infantry, liistorians say, what is not now much heard of in this 
Country, ‘ That these unsurpassable Six* (in industrious valour unsur- 
passable, though they mistook orders, and might have fared badly I) 

* are ever since called the Minden Regiments; that they are the Sath, 

‘ aoth, 23fl, a5th, 37th and 51st of the British Line; and carry “Min- 

* den** on their colours,*® — ^with silent profit, I hope! 

Fancy how Pitt’s public, lately gloomy and dubious, blazed 
ajoft into joyful certainty again I Pitt’s outlooks have be^n 
really gloomy all this season ; nor are the difficultit^et ended, 
though we hope they will end. Let us add this other bit of 
Synchronism, which is still of adverse aspect, over Seas ; and 
will be pungently interesting to Pitt and England, when they 
come to hear of it. 

‘ Before Quebec, July %ist^ 175^, This same Etwiing, at Quebec, 

‘ on the^ojber 'side of the Atlantic,— evening at Quebet^i«^l»y^ lo at 

' ^ Kaiiftlcr, ScMoKkitfh Stc. p. 587. 
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>* night for Cotttade^ and his nineteen Bridges^ — tAre is a difficult affair 

* going on. Above and below the Falls of Mcltmorenci, and their 

* oniilow into the St Lawrence ; attempt < 5 h General Wolfe’s part to 
' penetrate through upon the ftrendj, under Marquis de Montcalm, 

^ French Commander-in-chief, and to get a stroke at Quebec and him. 

* From the south side of the St. Lawrence, nothing can l^e done upon 

* Quebec, such the distance over. From Isle d’Orl^ans and the north 
' side, it is also impossible hitherto. Easy enough to batter the Lower 

* Towh, from your ships and redoubts : but the High Town towers 

* aloft on its sheer pinnacles, inaccessible even to cannon; looks down 

* on the skilfttlest British Admiral and Fleet as if with an air of indif- 

* ference,«^trymg him on dark nights with fire-ships, fire-rafts, the 

* cunnif^est kinds of pyrotechny, which he skilfully tows aside. 

* A Strenuous thing, this of Wolfe’s ; thougli an unsuccessful, To- 

* wards evening, the end of it; all Quebec assembled on the southern 

* ramparts, witnessing with intense interest; the sublime Falls of Mont- 

* morend gushing on, totally indifferent. For about a month past, 

* General Wolfe, with the proper equipments, and about 10,000 men, 

* naval and military, who was expressly selected by Pitt to besiege 

* Quebec, and is dying to succeed, has been trying every scheme to 

* get into contact with it to no purpose, so lofty, chasmy, rocky is 

* the ground, cut by mountainous precipices and torrent streams, 

* branches of the grand St. Lawrence River; so skilfully taken advant- 

* age of by Mont^m and his people, who are at home here, and in 
^ r^^ars nearly equal Wolfe, not to speak of Savages and Canadians. 

* Wolfe’s plan of the 31st was not ill-laid; and the execution has been 

* realott^, seamen and landsmen alike of willing mind ; — but it met 

* with accidents. Accidents in boating ; then a still worse accident on 

* landing; the regiment of grenadiers, w^ich crossed below the Falls, 

* having, so soon as landed, rushed-off on the redoubt there on their 

* own score, without waiting for the two brigades that were to cross 

* and cooperate the Falls ! Which cut Wolfe to the heart; and 

* induced him, especially as the tide was making again, to give-up the 

* enterprise altogether, and recall everybody, while it was yet time.^ 

* Wolfe is strict in discipline; loves the willing mind, none more, and 

* can kindle it among those about him ; but he loves discipline withal, 

‘ «^nd knows how fatal the too willing may be. For six weeks more 

* there is toii^n the back of toil everywhere for poor Wolfe. He faMs 

* into feversff into miseries, almost into broken heart ; — nothing sure 

* to him but that of doing his own poor utmost to the very death. 

' After six%eeks, we shall perhaps hear of him again. Gliding swiftly 

* towards death; but also to\rards victory and the goal of all his wishes.' 

And now, after this Right half round the world, it is time 
wc returned to Oder Country, and a Friedrich on the edge of 
formi^iyhfe^hings there. Next day after Beeskow, .where wo 

Gtmkimn^s Magiuini for pp. 470-3; Thackeray, i. 438. 
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left him, he dulytlarrived at Miillrose ; was joined hy Wedell 
there, August 6th > and^is nowatWulkow,“*encainped between 
Lebus and Wulkow,* as we hear^elsewhere ; — quite ih |)ie en- 
virons of Frankfiyt and of great events. 

Friedrich to Graf von FinckemUin (Second Note). 

Wulkow^ 8th Au|(uih: 

* If you lienr of firincf tomorrow, don’t be 4>urj:>rised i it is out re- 
‘ joicing for the J^attlc of Mindeti. I believe I shall have to keep you 

* m suspense ssome days yet. I have many arrangements to make ; % 

* find great difficulties to surmount, — and it is required to save OUr 
‘ Country, not to lose it ; I ought both to be more prudent and more 
‘ enterprising than ever. In a word, I will do and undertake whatever 

* I find feasible and j^ossible. With all that, I see myself in tliene- 

* cessity ol making haste, to check the designs Haddick may haVO on 

* Perlin. Adieu, mon (. her. In a little, you will have tithtt % J}e 
‘ Profundis or a Tc Dmm. — F.^* 


CHAPTER IV, 

RATTLIt. OF KUNERSDORF, 

Sunday July 29th, at Frankfurt-on-Oder divine worship was 
broken-in upon, and the poor City thrown into consternation, 
by actual advent, or as good as advent, of the Russians : *^On 
the Crossen road, close i)y; coming, come!** And thi^y did 
undeniably appear, next morning, in force ; on the ppposite, 
eastern or Kunersdorf side of the River, on the top of the Oder- 
Darn there ; and demanded instant admission, under penalty 
of general death by lire. 

Within the Town stood Major Arnim, a Veteran of those 
parts, with 400 militia; these, with their muskets and with two 
cannon, are the only defence of Frankfurt, The Town has 
(Jates ; but its walls, I doubt, are mainly garden -walls and 
house-walls. On the eastern side, the River, cspl'Aally if you 
have cannon on the Bridge, gives it something of protection ; 
but on the western and all other sides it is overhung By heights. 
This Frankfurt, like its bigger Namesake on the Mayn, is known 
as a busy trading place, its Fairs much frequented in those 
Eastern parts; and i$ believed by the l^iS^lanS to be far 
richer tha^n »t is. The reader, as tlirrc happens 

® CEm res dr xxv. 305 , 306 , 
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t«flimony extant, ^ may like to see a little |ow they behaved 
t^re* 

V < Amim, taking survey of thk Russian Party, values it, or what he 

* can see of it, at jt,ooo’ (they really were 6,ooo)t ‘keeps his Draw- 

* brid^Upj and answers stoutly enough, Upon which, fiom 

* tlMS Oder-Dam, there flies-off one fiery grenado; one and no more, — 

* which alighted in the house of “Mis. Thiehcke, a Baker’s Widow, 

* who WAS standing at the door;” — killed poor Mis Thieiicke, blew 

* the house considerably to wreck, but did not set fiie to U. Ainim, 

* all the Magistrates entreating him for the love of f leaven to leave 
^ jdiimt, is secretly shoving-off Ins two cannon to the Noithem Gate; 
' and in fact is making lus packages with full speed : “ Push for Cus- 
? (rhi*" thinks Arnim, “and save selves and cannon, since no good is 

* to he done here 1” 

* Jt was about n A.M. when the Thiehcke gienado fell : obstinate 

* Arphn would by means go; only picktd all the faster. A second 

* summons came; still, No. Por the Ihnd and last time the Russians 

* then summon: “Grenadoes, .1 humlicd more of them bo leady, un- 

* lesS'-^ J** “ We Will, we will; O merciful sei v lut of C/ansh Majesty 

* passionately signify the Magistrates. But Auiim is still negative, still 

* Keeps the Bridge up. One of the hundred docs go, by w^ay of fore 

* tastes this lighted “near the Ober Knche, in the chimney of the 

* Town Musikusj” brought the chimney crashing doivn on him’ (fancy 
a man with some fineness of ear) ; ‘ toi e the house a good de il to pieces, 

* but a|[ain did ncit set it 011 fire. “ Youi obstin itc "1 own can be bom- 

* barded, then, — -cannot it ?” observed the Russi ui Mtssengei — “ Give 

* US Free Withdraival I” proposes Aunm “ No ; you lo be Piisoncrs 

* of War; Town at Czaiish Majesty’s disAetion.” “Nc\ci,” aiiswcis 

* Amxm (to the outward cai). — “ Go; oh, for the lose of Heiven, go !” 
^ cry all Official people. 

* Amim, deaf to clamour, but steadily dilig(*nt m getting leady, 
^ doei^ at last go; through the Debus Subnih, tjuiLk miuh; stead), 
‘ yet at his best step j-^taking the Town keys in his ])ockct, and ka%- 

* lug the Orawbridge up. One is sony for pooi Arnim iiid his 400 

* Militia; whose conduct was perfect, undei diflicuUies <ind alaims; but 

* proved unsuccessful. The teirified Magistrates, liiiding then Kc'ys 
‘gone, and the conflagrative Russians at iheu gaU^, g(Ji bl ick^mithi 

* on the ihstaafi/; smote down, by chisel and malkt, the locked Dinw- 

* bridge, smote open the Gates: “Enter, O gtacious Siis; and may 
‘ Czarish Mfjesty have mercy on us !” So tint Ainmi bad small stait 

* for matchers on foot ; and was overtaken abort half way. Would nc)t 

* yield still, though the odd^were overvi*helmmg ; diew himself out on 
^ the ground discoverable; made hot resistance; hot and skilful; 

Johautt biidw»^ Krit'V, /%* n// tr mii if 'i) 

liS&uetit Pastor in th^ Parish, e\ceU nt ni.n n is c m- 

nued Wtih an elaborate Chart top, a ckar account of everyth 
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* V4in. Abol six in the evening, Amim and Party were brought 
« back/Pnsorters, Frankfurt again, — self, surviving men, eaimons 

* and ^11 (self in a wounTled state) ^ — antj "^were locked in various 

* Brewhouses Ijttle of caieful surg47, I should fear. Poor AmixU; 

* man could do no more ; and he has been unfortunate.* 

It is by no means our intention to describe the Iliad ef 
miseries, the agitations, terrors and disquietudes, the tribula- 
tion and utter harroviring to despair, which poor Frankfurt Under*- 
wetit, incessantly from that day forward, for about five wepks 
to come. ‘The furnishings of victual’ (Russian stock quite out) 
‘ were to an inconceivable amount; surrender of arms, of linens, 

‘ cloths, of everything useful to a hungry Army ; above all 

* things, of horses, so that at last there were but four horses 
‘ left in all Frankfurt; and’ — But we must not go into details. 

‘ On the second day, besides all this, * what will be significant of 
it all, ‘there was exacted “ransom of 600,000 thaleis (90,000/.)^ Or 
‘ you shall be dehveied to the Cossacks J** Frankfurt has not above 
‘ 12,000 inhabitants within its bounds; heie is a sudden poll-tax of 
‘ 7/. loJ. per head. Fiaiikfurt has not such a sum ; the most rigorous 
‘ collection did not yield above the tenth pait of it. And more than 
‘ once those sangumaiy vagabonds were openly drawn out, pitch-link 

* in hand: “The 90,000/. or — !” Civic-Presidency Office in Frank- 
‘ furt was not a bed of loses. The poor Magistrates rushed distractedly 

* about ; wrung-out moneys to the last drop ; moneys, and in the end 
‘ plate from those that had it ; went m tearful deputation to Qeneral 
‘ Soltikof, — a severe proud kind of man, capable perhaps of being 

* flattered, — who usually locked them up instead. Magistrates were 
‘ locked in Russian waid, at one tunc, for almost a week; sat in the 

* blazing sun; if you try fckr the shade of a tree, the sentry handles arms 
‘ upon you; — and were like to die. To me, Kriele, it is a miracle how 

* the most of us lived; nay we never really wanted foo<t, so kind was 
‘ Pi evidence, so gencious our poor neighbours out of all the Towns 

* roiuid. The utmost of money that could be raised was 6 ,odo 4 J no- 

* thing but some little of plate, and our Bill for the remainder. Soltijkof, 

‘ a high kind ol gentleman, saw at last how it stood ; let the Magis- 
4 trates out of w'aid ; sent back the plate-— ** Nothing of that 1 **-— hay, 

* Czarish Majesty w'as hciself generous; and jori^avc flj|| Bill, on our 
‘ petition, next Year. Cossacks, indeed, were a plunderows wild crew; 

* but the Russians kept them mostly without the gales. ^The regular 
‘ H^issians were civil and ord#^ily, officers and men, — greatly beyond. 

* the Austrians in behaviour. By these #w traits conceive Frankfurt : 
this, now forgotien in most books, is a backpound on which thing? 
were transacted still memoiable to everybody. 

* August 3d, General Coudon came to hand early, 

* Knek, Sc$lacAt dui A uncfidary, pp. 1-15 (m coixjpicsicd state). 
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* iA Gwben* (or Western) * Suburb, hij? iS,oQ<j and he. 1 ft 

* spirits natfttally, and somendut exftltaftt to havAjViw^ed I 

* but found a reception that surprised him. ^ TheiRussians liad been 
< living in the hope of juticlion; but still more vividly in that of meaL 

* Auxiliaries ; humph,— only i 9 ,ooo of them; how much welcomer 

* had been as many hundredweights of meal V* libudon had pushed 

* his b{^ag^ direct into Frankfurt; and likewise a requisition of such 

* aftd such proviants, weights of meal and the like, in exuberant amount, 

* to be furnished straightway by the City: neither of which procedures 

* would the Russians hear of for a moment. “ Out with you I” ^id 

* they roughly to the baggage-people : ** quarter in the Guben Suburb, 

* or where you like ; not here I” And with regard to the requisition 

* of proviant, they answered in a scornful angry key, ^^Proviant? You 

* too without it? You have not brought us meal, according to cove- 
|iiant; instead of meal, you bring us 18,000 new eaters, most ol them 
^ on hoiseback,— Satan thank you ! From Frankfurt be very certain 

* can get no ounce of meal; Frankfurt is our own poor meal-bag, 

* dreadfully scanty : stay outside, and feed where and how you can I” 

* All this, Loudon, though of hot temper, easily capable oi rising 

* to the fierce point, had to endure in silence, for the common interest. 

* t>oud<m’s own table is furnished from Frankfurt; no other Austrian 

* man’s: all others have to shift how they can. Sad requisitioning 

* needed, and sad plunder to supplement it ; the Austrian behaviour 

* was very bad, say the Frankfurters; “ in particular, they had burnt 

* gradually all the corn-mills in the country ; within many miles not 

* one mill standing when they left us,” — and four horses all the convey- 

* ance-power we had. Soltikof lodges in great pomp, much soldiery 
^ and cannon parading before his doors ; not an undignified man, or an 

* inhuman or essentially foolish, but very hijgh in his ways, and distaste- 
‘ M to Austrian dignitaries. ’ 

The Russian Army lies mainly across Oder ; encamped on 
the Judenberg, and eastward there, along the Heights, near 
three miles, to Kunersdorf and beyond. They expect Friedrich 
at the gates of Frankfurt shortly ; know well that they cannot de- 
fend Frankfurt. They calculate that Friedrich will attack them 
in their Judenberg Encampment, but hope they are nearly ready 
for him there. Loudon, from the Guben Suburb, will hasten^ 
across, at SL^ moment ; — ^welcome on such fighting occasion, 
though ilLseen when the question is of eating ! The Russians 
have their iVagenburg on an Island southward, farther up the 
River; they have three Pontoon Bridges leading thither, a free 
retreat should they be beaten. And in the mean while are in- 
trenching themselves, as only Daun would,— cannon and re- 
doubts "all round those Heights; — and except it be screwing 
Frankfurt to do its impossible duty, and carting piovender 
VOL. VIII. L 
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with all the hor! ps except four, have not much fatther to do 
but wait till the *<ing come. Which will be speedily, it i$ pro- 
bable ! — 

Wednesday August 8th, Ruilian and Austrian Genetala, a 
cheerful party of them* had rendezvoused at Fischers 
a Mill not yet burnt, and a pleasant Tavern as well; in OOO of 
the prettiest valleys in the Wcbtcrn Environs ; — intendlit^ to 
dine there, and have a pleasant day. But the Mill6r*S Boy- 
runs -in upon them, wide-eyed, und Erde^ PrussUn 

Hussars !” It was in verity Prussian Hussars ; the King of 
Prussia with them in person. He is come out reconttoiteringli 
— the day after his arrival in those parts. The pleasuring 
Generals, Russian and Austrian, sprang to horseback at their 
sw'iftcsr, — hope of dinner gone futile, except to the itttervetilng 
Prussian Hussars ; — and would have all been captured, htrt for 
that Miller’s Boy; whose Mill too was burnt before long. This 
gallop home of the undined Generals into Frankfurt was dhe 
first news we poor Frankfurters had of the King’s arrival* 

' The King has been punctual to his reckoning: he picked- 
up Wedell at Mullrosc, — not too cordial to Wedell’s pectple: 
** None of you speak to those beaten wretches,” ordered he ; 
** till pci haps they wipe-off their Zullichau stain I” On the ythi 
Friedrich advanced to Frankfurt neighbouihood ; took Camp 
between Wulkow and Lebus ; — and has just been out recon- 
noitci ing. And has raised, fancy what emotion in poor Frankfurt 
lying under its nightmare ! ‘ Next day, August 9th, from Wul- 

* kow -Lebus hand, wc’ of Frankfurt ‘ heard a great firing; can- 
‘ non-salvoes, musket-volleys : “Nothing of fight,” the Rus$tan 

* Officeis told us ; “it is the King of Prussia doing joy-fire for 

* Minden,” of which we till now knew nothing/ 

Fncdrich, on survey of this Russian-Austrian Army, some 
90,000 in number, with such posts, artilleries, advantages, 
judges that he, counting only 40,000, is not strong enough. 
•And, indeed, had so anticipated, and already ju(if|fd ; and, ac- 
cordingly, 1ms Finck on march hitherward again,-— Berlin must 
take its risk, Saxony must shift for itself iit the interim. Finck 
is due ill two days, — not here at Lebus precisely, but at an- 
other place appointed; Finck will raids' him to 50,000; and 
then business can begin ! Contrary to Russian expccteiion, 
Friedrich does not attack Frankfurt ; seems quite id hi# 
caf 4 :yiiftent$ ;--^he is quietly (if one knew it) making 
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tiotts ferther down the River* About Reltwcin^ between this 
and Custrin^ there arrangements are proceedlf g, by no means 
of a ehowy sort. • 

The Rttssian-Austrian Artrf^ quits Frankfurt, leaving only 
some hundreds of garrison i Loudon moves Across, Soltikof 
across ; to the Oder-Darn and farther ; and lie, powerfully in- 
trenobedy on those Kunersdorf Heights, and sandy Moorlands, 
Whieh go eastward at right-angles to Oder-Darn. One of the 
Sti^ongest Camps imaginable. All round there, to beyond 
Kunersdorf and back again, near three miles each way, they 
have a ring of redoubts, and artillery without end. And lie 
in order of battle, or nearly so ; ready for Friedrich, when 
he jdiali attack, through Frankfurt or otherwise. They face to 
the Horth (Reitwein way, as it happens) ; to their rear, and 
IfMjeed to their front, only not so close, are woods and intricate 
wilds. l*oudon has the left dank ; that is to say, Loudon's 
left-hand is towards the Oder-Dam and Frankfurt; he lies at 
the Vofwerk (‘'Red Grange,” a Farmstead much mcn- 
tiemod just now) ; rather to north-westward of the Jew Hill and 
Jew Churchyard {Judenberg and Jttdcnkirchof, likewise much 
meittioned); and in advance of the general Mass.^ Soltikof s 
headquarter, I rather understand, is on the right wing ; pro- 
bably m Kunersdorf itself, or beyond that Village ; there, at 
kasi, our highly important Russian right wing is ; there, elabor- 
ately fortihed ; and, half a mile farther^ ends, — on the edge of 
steep dells ; the Russian brink of which is strongly fringed 
with cannon, while beyond, on the farther brink, they have 
built an abatis ; so making assurance doubly sure. Looking 
to the northward all these 90,000 ; their left rather southward 
of Frankfurt Bridge, over which Friedrich will probably arrive. 
Leftwards somewhat to rearward, they have bridges of their 
own ; should anything sinister befall ; three bridges which lead 
into that Oder Island, and the Russian Wagenburg there. 


t 


August 10th, Finck, punctual to time, arrives in the neigh- 
bourhood oWR.eitwein (which is some ten miles down-stream 
from Lebus, from Frankfurt perhaps fifteen) ; Friedrich, the 
same day, i$ there before him ; eager to complete the Bridges, 
and get to business. One Bridge is of pontoons ; one of *Odt*r- 
boatf Hoated jtip from Custrin.* Bridges are not beguA till 

* • i»* ast 
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nightfall, lest ci^es be abroad; are ready in the w 

lime. And so) durijag the same night of the 1 0th* all W 
fantry, with their artilleries and Battle-furnitures* pour OVO*? in 
two columns ; the Cavalry, at*me due point of time* fey 
a ford short way to the right. And at four, in the gray Of 
August morning (Saturday nth August I 759 )» ^ persohijl 4 nd 
things find themselves correctly across r ranked ther^ fel thOse 
banen, much-indented * Pasture-grounds of Gdrita^ or of 
schcr intending towards Kunersdorf ; ready for hnfoidihg 
into order of battle there. They leave their heavy at 

Goritz, Wunsch to guard the Bridges and it ; and, in Sui^feinKSt 
condition, are all under way. At one in the afternoon WO are 
got to Leissow and Bischofsee ; scrubby hamlets (as tfeo tOst 
all are), not above two miles from Kunersdorf. The 
day is windless, shiny, sultry ; man and horse are WOaiy fedth 
the labours, and with the want of sleep : we decide to bivOuni^ 
here, and rest on the scrubby surface, heather or whateW it 
is, till tomorrow. 

Fmck is Vanguard, ahead short way, and with his left on 
a bit of lake or bog ; the Army is in two lines, with its right 
on Leissow, and has Cavalry in the kind of wood which there < 
is to lear. Friedrich, having settled the positions, rjides out 
reconnoitering ; hither, thither, over the Heights ofTteHim 

* The day being still hot, he suffers considerably from thfest* 
(it IS our one Anecdot'^), * in that arid tract : at last a Peasant 
' does bring him, direct from the fountain, a jug of pure cold 
‘ water; whom, lucky man, the King rewarded with a thaler; 

* and not only so, but, the man being intelligent of the localities, 

‘ took with him to answer questions.' Readers too may desire 
to gain some knowledge of the important ground noW under 
survey. 

‘Fianl\furt, a very ancient Town, not a vciy beautifhl/ sayS my 
Note, ‘ stands on an alluvium Which has been groun|J-down ftinn 
‘ tain clay llilh on the left bank of Oder. It counted aboat ia*ooo 

* inhabitants m Friednch'% lime; has now perhaps about Oot 

< half the bulk of its namesake on the Mayn ; but w5<h Threo great 

* Fans annually, and much tiade of the rough kind. On tfeis left pr 

* west bank of Odci the country ij. arable moderately grassy 

* br*igeous, the prospect round you not tmple.vsaftt 5 lit oyer 

* llu^Kivcr, nothing can be moie In contrast. Oder u of swift cllrrouf, 

• iMtap, p 231 a* 



iW-IC?. BATTLE OF KUNERSOOKfr. 14^ 

Xim At$* I 

* of tvMi ooioui?, as it rolls under Frankfurt Badge, |-WDoden Badge, 

Dam Suburb at the end ; — River tteelessi desolate, as you 

* loci ttji and down ; whicb has, evidently, bScn Aanged its course, 

'* «£uo6 gtinding-down that aHuvium as site for Frankfurt; and which, 

* now holding mainly to northward, is still ^ven to be erratic, 

'* 4hd destruettve on the eastern low grounds, — had not the Frank- 

* Suflurs bUilt an Oder-Darn” ontliatside, a broad strong luirth- 

* mnulng for many miles, and confining Us floods Beyond 

* the ipam there are traces of an Old Odei Oder) and, lu fact, 
Ode^, in primeval and m recent time, has gone along, many sti earned ; 

* <luanying, leaving lakelets, C[uagmires, miscellaneous sandy 

* fuhiult, ut a great late, on that eastern shoic Making of it one of 
^ the UUlovehe$t scenes of chaotic desolation anywhere to be met v\ ilh ; 

* tHWI^ Unlovoher than ever m our own more icccnt times 

^What we call the Heights of Kunersdorf is a broad Cham of 

* Kud^$; coming out, at nght-angles, or as a kind of spur, from the 
^ euietU high grounds; direct towards Oder and Fiankfurt Mill Hill 

* is the root or easternmost pait oi this spur From the 
over Kunersdorf, to Oder Dam, which is the whole length 

^Olthe ^ur, or Cham of Knolls, will be little shoit of four miles; 

* the breadth of the Chain is nowhere one mile, — which is its grand 
*«ieihctasa Camp: *^too narrow for manoeu vi mg m ” Heie, atop 
^aud on tha three sides of this Block of Knolls, was lought the 

* ihrious; Battle of Kunersdorf’ (to be fought tomorrow), ‘ one of the 
^ most furious ever knowm A Block of Knolls memorable ever since 

* To all appearance, it was once some big Isl md or chain of Isl inds 

* itt the Oder deluges : it is still cut with sudden hollows, — Kuh^i und 
^ (COw-Hollow), Tiefe (Deep Way), and westernmost of all, and 

* most important for us here, Hohle Gtund ^ 5 ig Hollow, let us call it; 

* ^^Aumd&fds Hollow” people subsequently called il), — and is cveiy 

* where strangely tumbled-up irto knolls blunt oi shaip, the work of 

* primeval Oder in his rages In its highest knolls, — of winch let 

* readers note specially the SpitEbeig, the Muhlbcrg, the judenberg, — 

* it rises nowhere to 150 feet; perhaps the gcncrxl height of it may be 

* about %OOf Ott each side of it, especially on the noith, the C ountiy 
‘ ife of most intricate character: bushy, sciaggy, with bi 00k lets or 

* muddy ooaings wandering about, especially with a thing called the 

< (Hen-Floss), which spnngs m the eastern woods, and has ^ 

* incOt»^eiVabi||^ifliculty to get into Odti, — if it get at all ’ This was 

* U we jWoss to Friedrich tomorrow. Ileu-Floss struggles, painfully 

< meuiwiering^md oozing, along tlie northern side (sometimes dose, 

* fimtetimes not) of our Cham of Knolls : along the south side of it (in 

* mu through the middle of it) goes the Highw^ay to Reppcid 

tbit Highway will his attack come!” thought the Russians, 
rilt today) t * on the north, td|Leissow, to Trettm,’ w'here P iied- 
ri<& Is now on survey, * go various wheebtraoks, but no firm naali A 
^ intneate unlovely Country, inhered bent-grasse$, heath, per 
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* haps gorse, and j^n both sides a great deal of stragglhjg 

‘ reaching eastwai and especially southward, for many miles* 

♦ For the rest/ to bur ill-luck in this place, « thife ^ 

* Kunersdorf has had a peculiar fat^in the world ; thatof brj^ng WqWp* 

‘ away by the winds! The dien scene of things exists W like 

* descriptions in the Old Books are gone hopelessly irrecogpw^l^, 

* our time, there is not anywhere a tract more purely of tumbled aipdi 

* than all this between Kunersdorf and Dam Vorstadt; Utkd yon 

' without aid of record or tradition, that it is greatly altered to 
‘ worse since Fiiedrich^s time, — some rabbit-colony, or other |(ice 
' insignificancy, eating-out the roots, till all v^etatiott died, tb» 

* wind got hold and set it dancing; — ^and that, in 1759, RjlSSNl 

* human beings took it for a Camp, it must have been at leJWt cobi^TWitt, 

< more or less ; covered, held together by some film of sembby 

* tion ; not blowing about in every wind as now ! Kunersdorf k|;a||d« 

‘ with its northern end pushed into that A^uk^runti (Cotv-Hoiloi^) ; 

‘ which must then have been a grassy place. Eastward of Kunor^orf 

* the ground has still some skin of peat, and slicks together : but 

* ward, all that thiee miles, it is a mere tumult of saud«'hilia, tumbled 

* about in every direction (so diligent have the conies beOU, ianA tlteu 

* the winds); no gullet, or definite cut or hollow, now traceable my- 

* where, but only an endless imbroglio of twisted sand-heaps and smd- 

* hollows, which continually alter in the wind-stonns. Sand w-hofty, 

* and, — except tlie strong paved Highway that now runs through it (to 

* Reppen, Meseritz and the Polish Frontier, and is strongly paved till 

* it get through Kuneisdoit), — chaotic wholly; a scene of heaped ba*’* 

* renness and honor, not to be matched but in Sahara; the features 
‘ of the Battle quite blown away, and indecipherable in our time. 

* A bundled yean, ago,' it would have some tattered skin,— peat, 

* of heather and dwarf \^'lnns, with the sand cropping-out only here 

* and there. So one has to figure it in Soltikors day^-^efore the 
‘ conies ruined it. Which was not till within the last slaty years, a» 

* appears. Kriele’s 33 ook (in 1801) still gives no hint of changer 

* Kuhgrund, which now has nothing but dry sand for the most Indus- 

* trious ruminant, is still a place of succulence and herbage in 

‘ time; “Deep Way,’^ where “at one point two carts cOttld not pUSs/* 

* was not yet blown out of existence, but has still “a Well in for 
« < Kriele ; Hohle Grund (since called Loudon’s Hollow), with tbo Jew 

^ Hill and Jew Churchyard beyond, seem tolerable -enbugh plac^ to 

* Kriele. Probably not unlike what the surrounding Country «tlU ii;. 

* A Country of poor villages, and of wild ground, ^flat ftnd 

* but tolerably green ; with lakelets, bu^er, scrubs, and 

* meandering little runlets and ooiielets ; In general with «rf ’ 

* Forest so-called tima now iss — this is Kunersdorf Chain 

* Snitikofs Intrenched Camp at present; destined to become to* 
f ^n*thc world, after lying so long obscure unddf Oder and hs 


3 Tourist i NoU (Autumn 2859). 
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Erpm tto Knolls of Trettin, that Saturday afternoon, 
Fdedrieft takes view of the Russian Camp. J\ll lying bright 
«no!W|h there; from Muhiberg to Judt%iber|, convenient to 
hwv gbAs; between us and tllj evening Sun. Batteries most 
tblundAm, dil^^culties great: Soltikof just ahc*wi here, 72,000; 
Liqtiflon at th© Red Grange yonder, on their extreme left, with 
‘l 0 ,Opo more. An uncommonly strong position (or 90,000 
aga|n$t 50,000, One thing strikes Fnednch : On fiont m 
thb iHOirthern side, close by the base of the Russian Camp, 
the present away fi^om Oder, but intending to Join 
ft eisewhene,-— a paltry little Brook, IIcn-Floss” so-called, 
with ^ bast two successive Mills on it {Klchie Muhle, Grasse 
; and on the northern shore of it, spilling itseli out 
ioto a wet waste called Elsh'uch (Alder Waste), which is 
especially notable to Friedrich. Aider Waste ? Watery, 
scrubby; no passage there, thinks Fried iich; which his Pea- 
sanf with the water-jug confirms. “Tell me, however,” in- 
quires Friedrich, with strictness, “ From the Red Grange 
yiOndpr^ where General Loudon is, if >011 wished to get over 
to the Hakh Grumi, or to the judenberg, would you ctoss that 
Hen-Floss?” “ It is not crossablc, >our Maj('stv ; one has to 
go round quite westward by the Dam.” “ What, fiom Rothe 
Vprwerk to Big Hollow, no passage, say you ; no crossing?” 
** None, your Majesty,” insists the Pcasrnt ; — who is not 
that the Russians have made^one ot finu tieslles and 
and use it daily for highway there ; an error o( some in- 
to Friedrich within the next twenty-four lioiirs ! 

Friedrich himself does not know this bit of ground : but 
there is with him, besides the Peasant, a Major Linden, whose 
Itjegiment used to lie in Frankfurt, of whom Fnednch makes 
miWe questioning. Linden answers confidently ; has been 
all this tract a hundred times ; ‘ but knows it only as a 
hnnter»' says Tempelhof,^ ‘not as a soldier,’ which he ought 
to have d|l 9 e. His answers are supposed to have misled 
Friedrich on various points, and done him essential damage. 

Fri^rfch^s view of the case, that evening, is by no mc^ns 
so as might be imagined : he regards the thmglas 

hot as impossible, — ^and one of his anxieties is, that 

be not balked of trying it straightway. Retiring to tfis 
hut In BisejkOfsee, he makes two Dispositions, a( adfiirable 

^ lii. i8fi. 
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clearness^ brevitl and calculated for two contingendes That 
of the enemy retaining his now posture ; and That of the enemy 
making-off for Kepprfi ; — ^which latter does not at all con-^ 
cem us, as matters turned ! ®f the former the course w3l 
unfold itself to tfs, in practice, shortly. At 2 A.M. Frkdiidh 
will be on foot again, at 3 on march again. — The last phe^ 
nomenon, at Bischofsee this night, is some sudden glare of 
disastrous light rising over the woods: — ** Russians butnin^J 
Kunersdorf !” as neighbours are sorry to hear. That is the 
finale of much Russian rearranging and tumbling, this day ; 
that barbarous burning of Kunersdorf, before going to 
Tomorrow various other poor Villages got burnt by then!, 
which they had better have left standing. 

The Russians, on hearing that Friedrich was across at 
Goritz, and coming on them from the north side, not froth 
Frankfurt by the Reppen Highway, were in great agitation* 
Not thrown into terror, but into manifold haste, knowing what 
hasty adversary there was. Endless readjustments they have 
to make ; a day of tumultuous business with the Russians^ 
this Saturday nth, when the news reached them. ‘They 
inverted their front* (say all the Bopks but Friedrich^s own) : 
“ Not coming by the Reppen Highway,, then T’ think they. 
And thereupon changed rear to front, as at Zorndorf, but; more 
elaborately ; — ^which I should not mention, were it not that 
hereby their late “right ^ing on the Muhlberg** has, in strict 
speech, become their “left,** and there is ambiguity and dis- 
crepancy in some of the Books, should any poor reader take 
to studying them on this matter. Changed their front; which 
involves much interior changing ; readjusting of batteries and 
the like. That of burning Kunersdorf was the barbaric whufU 
ing-up of all this : barbaric, and, in the military sense, absurd; 
poor Kunersdorf could have been burnt at any moment, if 
needful ; and to the Russians the keeping of it standing was 
fhe profitable thing, as an impediment to FriedrRh in his adi* 
vahce there. They have laid it flat and permeable; ashes all 
of it, — except the Church only, which is of stone ; not so coih- 
bustible, and may have uses withal* Has perhaps served 
as temporary lock-up, prison for the nigh^ to some of tho^ 
Frtankfint Deputations and their troublesome wailings; and 
mp serve as temporary hospital tomorrow, who hnoWs t 
^ Oiytn in Tempelfao^ iii 182, 183. 
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Readjustments in the Russian Camp we^e manifold : but 
these are as nothing, in the tumultuous bu|ine 5 S of the day. 
Carting of their baggage, every article aof value, to that safe 
Wagenbuig in the River ; driiying of cattle, — the very driving 
of ceiitte through Frankfurt, endless herds ef them, gathered 
by the Cossacks from far and wide, ‘lasted for four-and-twenty 
honrs.* Oxen in Frankfurt that day were at the rate of ten 
shillings per head. Often enough you were offered a full- 
grown young steer for a loaf of bread ; nay the Cossacks, 
wh^ there was absolutely no bidder, would slaughter down 
the animal, leave its carcass in the streets, and sell the hide 
for a fivepence (very bad silver at present). Never 

before or since was seen in Frankfurt such a Saturday, for 
bellowing and braying, and raging and tumulting, all through 
the day and through the night; ushering-in such a Sunday 
too! 

Sunday about 3 in the morning, Friedrich is on march 
again,**— Russians still in their place ; and Disposition Firsts 
not Second at all, to be our rule of action! Friedrich, in Two 
Columns, inarches off, eastward through the woods, as if for 
Reppen quite away from the Russians and their Miihlberg; 
but intending to circle round at the due point, and come down 
upon their right flank there (left flank, as he persists to call 
it), out of the woods, and clasp it in his arms in an impres- 
sive, unexpected way. In Two Columns ; which are meant, 
as usual, to be the Two Lines of Battle : Seidlitz, with chosen 
Cavalry, is at the head of Column First, and will be Left Wing, 
were we on the ground ; Eugen of Wiirtemberg, closing the 
rear of Column First, will, he, or Finck and he together, be 
Right Wing. That is the order of march ; — order of battle, 
we shall find^ had to alter itself somewhat, for reasons cx- 
tremely.valid ! 

Finck with his 1 2,000 is to keep his present ground ; to 
have two g^d batteries got ready, each on its knoll ahead,* 
which shall wait silent in the interim : Finck to ride-out recon- 
noitering, ^th many General Officers, and to make motions 
and ostentations ; in a word, to persuade the Russians that 
Kerq^iStdie Main Army coining on from the north. All which 
Finck dees; avoiding, as bis orders were, any firing, or serious 
commencem^t of business, till the King reappear outfof the 
woods^ The Russians give Finck and his General Officers a 
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cannon salvo, heie and there, without effect, and get no nn* 
swer. ** The IcJig docs not see his way, then, afiee 
think the RussiaVis, «Their Cossacks go scouring s^foout ^ 'dfi 
the southern side, ‘burn Schw^ig and Reipsiig,’ without thh 
least advantage io themselves ; most of the Cavalry, nn4 4 
regiment or two of excellent Austrian Grenadiers, wijSh 
Loudon, near the Red Grange, in front of the Russian extrwe 
left; — but will have slept over into Big Hollow at a moment 0 
crisis t 

The King’s march, through the Forest of ReppOO, WHS 
nothing like so expeditious as had been expected. Them am 
thickets, intricacies, runlets, boggy oozes indifferent tp one 
man well mounted, but vitally important to 30,000 with heavy 
cannon to bring-on. Boggy oozings especially, — there IS one 
dirty stream or floss {Htnicrjlie^s, Hen-Floss) which wanders 
dismally through those recesses, issuing from the far souths 
with dirty daughters dismally wandering into it, and others 
that cannot get into it (being of the lake kind) : these, in their 
weary, circling, recircling course towards Oder,-— Laack^ 
(Foul Lake, Liihcr-mcre, as it were), Foul Bridge, Swinc^s 
Nook {Schwcinebucht), and many others, — occasion endless 
difficulty. Whether Major Linden was shot that day, or what 
became of him after, I do not know : but it was pity he had 
not studied the ground with a soldier’s eye instead of a hun** 
ter’s 1 Plumping suddenly, at last, \ipon Hen-Floss 
Friedrich has to turn angularly; angularly, which occasions 
great delay : the hcxivy cannon (wall-guns brought from Che*- 
trin) have twelve horses each, and cannot turn among 
trees, but have to be unyoked, reyoked, turned round by hah4 ? 
— in short, it was eight in the morning before Friedrich arrived 
at the edge of the wood, on the Klosterberg, Walckberg> and 
other woody Bsrj^s or knolh, within reach of MiiWbterg, and 
behind the preliminary abatis there (abatis whiol^was rather 
of service to him than otherwise) ;-^and began privately build- 
ing his batteries. « 

At eight o’clock he, with Colbmn First* which is naW be- 
coming Line First {c0niu of Line First, if reckon Finek #1 
is there ; busy in that manner : Column $ec<md» 
which to Imve been Rear Line, is still a pi;^ty way fyeh 

bind ; has many difficulties before it gets into Kuner^orf 
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ndgl^bourhood, or catn (having wriggleii itself into a kind of 
oodperate on the Russian P0slt|»n from the south 
ilde* On the north side, Finek has •heerr ready these five 
thet»uilding of his batteries : “Silent, 
md ; Ihe Russieims have not yet noticed us 1’^ By degrees the 
Bih^HilaniS d^ notice something ; shootnout Cossacks to recon* 
Co^iacks in quantity ; who are so insolent, and vcn- 
ad iiery near, our gunners on the north battery give them 
a Wast of satisfactory grape-shot ; one and then another, four 
in all# satisfactory to the gunner mind, — till the King’s 
%Afp ddth a look, with a voice, came galloping : “ Silence, will 
The Russians took no offence ; still considering Fmck 
td bd the main thing, and Friedrich some scout party, — till at 

' }{alf<past eleven, everything being ready on the Walck 
Hill, Fri^rich’s batteries opened there, in a sudden and vol- 
0(imic way. Volcanically answered by the Russians, as soon 
aa posable ; who have 72 guns on this Muhiberg, and are 
Uplhing loath. Upon whom Fmck’s batteiy is opening from 
the north, withal; Friedrich has 60 cannon hereabouts; on 
the Walckberg, on the LiUk Spitzberg (called Seidlitz HiU 
eyer srince) ; all playing diligently on the head and south 
$hO«itder of this Muhiberg: while Fmck’s battery opens on the 
north shoulder (could he but get near enough). Volcanic to 
a 4 ®gree all these ; nor are the Russj^^ins wanting, though they 
get more and more astonished ; Terapclhof, who was in it, 
says he never, except at Torgau next Year, heard a louder 
cannonade. Loud exceedingly ; and more or less appalling 
hs the Russian imagination; but not destructive in piopor- 
tioat the distance being too considerable, — ‘ 1,950 paces at 
tho nearest,' as Tempelhof has since ascertained by measur- 
ing. Friedrich's two batteries, however, as they took the Rus- 
siani in the ffank or by enfilade, did good execution. * The 
' Russian gjins were ill-^pointed ; the Russian batteries wrong*- 
< bailt ; batteries so built as did not allow them sight of the 
* Hbttow they were meant to defend,'^ 

above half an hour of this, Friedrich orders storm of 
Jthg llhhlbctf : Forward on it, with what of enfilading it has 
haAi Eight grenadier Battalions, a chosen vanguard appointed 
Bitir Ibe worl^(names of Battalion^ all given, and deathless in 
« Tempelhof, Iti xS6, 187. 
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the Prussian War-Annals), tramp forth on this serviqfe : cross 
the abatis, whick the Russian grenadoes have mostly burnt ; 
down into the Hc41ow.’ Steady as planets ; ‘with a 

* and coherency,* says Tempelhof, * which even on the |)Aradt^- 

* ground would hove deserved praises. Once well in the Hollow, 

* they suffer nothing ; though the blind Russian fire, going all 

* over their heads, rages threefold :* suffered nothing in the 
Hollow ; nor till they reached almost the brow of the Muhlberg, 
and were within a hundred steps of the Russian guns. These 
were the critical steps, these final ones ; such torrents of grape- 
shot and musket-shot and sheer death bursting out, here at 
last, upon the Eight Battalions, as they come above ground. 
Who advanced, unwavering, all the faster, — speed one’s only 
safety. They poured into the Russian gunners and musketry 
battalions one volley of choicest quality, which had a shaking 
effect ; then, with level bayonets, plunge on the batteries : 
which are all empty before we can leap into them ; artillery- 
men, musketeer battalions, all on wing; general whirlpool 
spreading. And so, in ten minutes, the Muhlberg and its guns 
are ours. Ever since Zomdorf, an idea had got abroad, says 
Tempelhof, that the Russians would die instead of yielding ; ^ 
but it proved far otherwise here. Down as far as Kunersdorf, 
which may be about a mile westward, the Russians are all in a 
whirl ; at best hanging in tatters and clumps, their Officers 
struggling against the flight ; ‘ mixed groups you would see 
huddled together a hundred men deep.* The Russian Left 
Wing is beaten : had we our cannon up here, our cavalry np 
here, the Russian Army were in a bad way I 

This is a glorious beginning ; completed, I think, as far 
almost as Kunersdorf by one o’clock : and could the iron con^ 
tinue to be struck while it is at white-heat as now, the result 
were as good as certain. That was Friedrich’s calculation : 
but circumstances which he had not counted on, some which 
lie could not count on, sadly retarded the matters His Left 
Wing (Rear Line, which should now have been Left Wing) 
from southward, his Right Wing from northward, ufid Fintk 
farther west, were now on the instant to have simultaneously 
closed upon the beaten Russians, and crushed them altogether. 
The Right Wing, conquerors of the Mfihltcrg, are here ; but 
neither* Fipck nor t3ie Left can be simultaneous with them. 
Finck and liis artillery are much retarded with the Flosses and 
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poor single Bridges ; and of the Left Wing there are only some 
Vanguard Regiments capable of helping (‘Jvho drove-out the 
Russkns from Kunersdorf Churchyar<f/ as^heir first feat),- — 
no Main Body yet for a lon^ while. Such impediments, such 
intricacies of bog and bush ! The entire Wiilg does at last get 
to the south-east of Kunersdorf, free of the wood ; but finds 
(contrary to Linden with his hunter eye) an intricate mesh- 
'work of meres and straggling lakes, two of them in the burnt 
Village itself ; no passing of these except on narrow isthmuses, 
which necessitate change of rank and re-change ; and our Left 
Wmg cannot, with all its industry, ** march up,*' that is, 
arrive at the enemy in fighting line, without the painfulest 
delays. 

And then the getting forward of our cannon ! On the 
Mfihlberg itself the seventy-two Russian guns, “ owing to dif- 
ference of calibre,” or artillery-men know what, cannot be used 
by us : a few light guns, Tempelhof to one of them, a poor 
four in all, with perhaps loo shot to each, did, by the King’s 
order, hasten to the top of the Muhlberg ; and never did 
Tempelhof see a finer chance for artillery than there. Soft 
sloping ground, with Russians simmering ahead of you, all the 
way down to Kunersdorf, a mile long : by horizontal pointing, 
you had such reboundings {ficochets ) ; and carried beautiful 
execution I Tempelhof soon spent his hundred shots : but it 
was not at once that any of our sixty heavy guns could be got 
up thither. Twelve horses to each : fancy it, and what baffling 
delays here and elsewhere ; — and how the Russian whirlpool 
was settling more and more, in the interim ! And had, in part, 
settled; in part, got through to the rear, and been replaced by 
fresh troops ! 

Friedrich’s activities, and suppressed and insuppressible 
impatiences in this interval, are also conceivable, though not 
on record for us. The swiftest of men ; tied down, in this 
manner, #lth the blaze of perfect victory ahead, were the nfo- 
ments not running out ! Slower or faster, he thinks (I sup- 
pose), the victory is his ; and that he must possess his soul 
till things do arrive. It was in one and more of those em- 
bargoed intervals that he wrote to Berlin^ (which is waiting, 
as if for life or death, the issue of this scene, sixty miles dis- 
tant): ** Russians beaten ; rejoice with me 1” Four successive 

7 Preuss, ii. aia n. 
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couriers, I believe, with messages to that effect ; aad H hi$f h 
Fifth with dolefuHy contrary news!-*-^ 

In proportioii^as t«lie cannon artd other necessaries 
dually got in, the Fight flamed-<6p from its embers more and 
more : and therot ensued, — the Russians being now ranked 
again (fronting eastward now) ‘ in many lines/ and very fierce, 
— a second still deadlier bout ; Friedrich furiously dUigOnt on 
their front and right flank ; Finck, from the Alder Waste, 
battering and charging (uphill, and under difficulties from 
those Flosses and single Bridges) on their left flank, 'this too, 
after long deadly efforts on the Prussian part, ended again 
clearly m their favour ; their enemies broken a second time, 
and driven not only out of Kunersdorf and the Kuhgrufld, but 
some say almost to the foot of the judenberg, — what can ohly 
be veiy partially true. Broken portions of the Russian left 
flank, — some of Finck’s people, in their victorious wrath, may 
have chased these very far : but it is certain the general 
Russian mass rallied again a long way short of the Judenberg ; 
— though, the giound being all obliterated by the rabbits and 
the winds, nobody can now know with exactitude where. 

And indeed the Battle, from this point onwards, becomes 
blurred and confused to us, only its grosser features visible 
henceforth. Where the ** Big Spitzberg” was (so terribly im* 
portant soon), nobody can now tell me, except from maps, 
Loudon’s motions too are^pbscure, though important. I believe 
his grenadiers had not yet been in the fire ; but an* certain 
they are now come out of Big Hollow ; fresh for the rescue J 
and have taken front rank in this Second Rally that made, 
Loudon’s Cavalry Loudon himself has in hand, and waits with 
them in a fit place. He has 18,000 fresh men ; and an eye 
like few others on a field of war. Loudon’s 1 8,000 are ffesh: " 
of the Prussians that can by no means be said. I should 
judge it must be 3 of the afternoon. The day is Windless, 
biazing ; one of the hottest Augu<?t days; and *fk,ibody, fbr 
twelve hours past, could command a drink of water very 
fresh the poor Prussians catinot be 1 They have «done two 
bouts of excellent fighting ; tumbled the Russians well back, 
stormed many batteries ; and taken in all iSo cannon. 

At stage, it appears, Finck and many Generals, $eid* 
litz amon^ the others, were of opinion that, m present circum* 
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with trooJ)s so tired, and the enemy nearly certain to 
draw*<)$ if permitted, here had been enough for one day, and 
that thl^re ought to be pause till tomomow. f Friedrich knew 
the need of rest ; but Frifdrich, impatient of things half- 
dene, eipecially of Russians half-beaten, wouldaiot listen to this 
proposal ; which was reckoned upon him as a grave and tragic 
fault, ail the rest of his life ; though favourable judges, who 
wtare on the ground, Tcmpelhof for one,® are willing to prove 
that pausing here, — at the point we had really got to, a little 
beyond the Kuhgrund, namely ; and not a couple of miles 
westward, at the foot of the Jew Hill, where vague rumour 
puts US, — was not feasible or reasonable. Friedrich considers 
with himself. ** Our left wing has hardly yet been in fire 1*' — 
calls-out the entire left wing, foot and horse : these are to 
emerge from their meshwork of Lakes about Kunersdorf, and 
bear a hand along with us on the Russian front here, — espe- 
cially to sweep-away that raging Battery they have on the Big 
SpitSberg, and make us clear ot it. 'The Big Spitzberg lies to 
south and ahead of the Russian right as now ranked ; fatally 
covers their right flank, and half rums the attack in front. Big 
Spibsberg is blown irrecognisable in our time ; but it was then 
au aU4tnportant thing. 

The left-wing Infantry thread their lake -labyrinth, the 
soonest possible ; have to rank again on the hither side, under 
a tearing fire from that Spitzberg ; can then at last, and do, 
storm onwards, upwards ; but cannot, with their best efforts, 
take the Spitzberg : and have to fall back under its floods of 
tearing case-shot, and retire out of range. To Friedrich’s 
blank disappointment : *‘Try it you, then, Seidlitz ; you saved 
us at Zorndorf !” Seidlitz, though it is an impossible problem 
to storm batteries with horse, does charge-in for the Russian 
flank, in spite of its covering battery : but the torrents of 
grape-shot are insufferable ; the Seidlitz people, torn in gaps, 
recoil, whiij^ round, and do not rank again till beyond thd 
Lakes of Kunersdorf. Seidlitz himself has got wounded, and 
has had tc^be carried away. 

Ahd, in brief, from this point onwards all goes aback with 
the Prusrians more and more. Repeated attempts on that 
Spitzberg battery prove vain ; to advance without it is impos- 
sible. exertions are passionate, almost desperate ; 

Tempelhof, iii. 194. ^ 
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rallying, animating, new-ordering ; everywhere in the hottest 
of the fire. ‘ Thrice he personally led-on the main attack,' 
He has had tw'* horses shot-down under him ; mouating A 
third, this too gets a bullet in^an artery of the neck, and is 
about falling, when two Adjutants save the King. In bis waist- 
coat-pocket some small gold case {iiui) has got smitten flat by 
a bullet, which would otherwise have ended matters. The 
people about him remonstrate on such exposure of a life be- 
yond value ; he answers curtly, “ We must all of us try every 
** method here, to win the Battle : I, like every other, must 
stand to my duty here !" These, and a second brief word 
or two farther on, are all of articulate that we hear from him 
this day. 

Friedrich's wearied battalions here on the Heights, while 
the Spitzberg to left goes so ill, fight desperately ; but cannot 
prevail farther ; and in spite of F riedrich’s vehement rallyings 
and urgings, gradually lose ground, — back at last to Kunersdorf 
and the Kuhgrund again. The Loudon grenadiers, and masses 
of fresh Russians, are not to be broken, but advance and ad- 
vance. Fancy the panting death-labours, and spasmodic toil- 
ings and baffiings, of those poor Prussians and their King ! 
Nothing now succeeding ; the death-agony now come ; all 
hearts growing hopeless ; only one heart still seeing hope. The 
Spitzberg is impossible ; tried how often I know not. Finck, 
from the Alder Waste, with his Infantry, attacks, and again 
attacks ; without success : “ Let the Cavalry go round, then, 
and try there. Seidlitz we have not ; you Eugen of Wiirtem- 
berg lead them !” Eugen leads them (cuirassiers, or we will 
forget what); round by the eastern end of the Miihlberg ; then 
westward, along the Alder Waste ; finally southward, against 
the Russian flank, himself foremost, and at the gallop for 
charging : — Eugen, ‘ looking round, finds his men all gone,' and 
has to gallop the other way, gets wounded to boot. Puttkam- 
‘‘mer, with Hussars, then tried it; Puttkammer WDS shot dead^ 
and his Hussars too could do nothing. 

Back, slowly back, go the Prussians generally, nothing now 
succeeds with them. Back to the Kuhgrund again ; fairly over 
the steep brow there ; the Russians serrying their ranks atop, 
rearranging their many guns. There, once^more, rose firightfiil 
struggle ; desperate attempt by the foredone Pnissians to re* 
take that Height. ^ Lasted fifteen minutes, line to line not fifty 



BATTLE OF KUNERSDORF. 


t7S0* 


i6» 


mender f such musketry,-^ our last cartridges withal, 
Ards^l JPrussian parties trying to storm up; .few ever getting 
Ho* tlhe top, none ever standing there aliue onf minute. This 
Uras the death-agony of the Ba^jle, Loudon, vraiting behind the 
Spitsbatg, dashes forward now, towards the Kiihgrund and our 
Flank. At of which a universal feeling shivers through 

the Prussian heart, ** Hope ended, then !’* — and their solid ranks 
rustle everywhere ; and melt into one wild deluge, ebbing from 
the place as fast as it can. 

It is towards six o’clock ; the sweltering Sun is now fallen 
low and veiled; gray evening sinking over those wastes. ••Ny 
** a»t 4 l 4 mc ptis un bougre de boulet qui puisse fdatteindre (Is 
** there not one b — of a ball that can reach me, then) ?*’ ex- 
claimed Friedrich, in his despair. Such a day he had never 
thought to see. The pillar of the State, the Prussian Army 
itself, gone to chaos in this manner. Friedrich still passion- 
ately struggles, exhorts, commands, entreats even with tears, 
“ Children, don’t forsake me, in this pinch {Kinder^ verlasset 
** ksuU mick, euren Konig^ euren Vater, nicht) !”^ — but all ears 
are deaf. On the Muhlberg one regiment still stood by their 
guns, covering the retreat. But the retreat is more and more 
a dight ; * no Prussian Army was ever seen in such a state.* 
At the Bridges of that Hen-Floss, there was such a crowding, 
all our guns got jammed; and had to be left, 165 of them of 
various calibre, and the whole of th^ Russian 180 that were 
once in our hands. Had the chase been vigorous, this Prussian 
Army had been heard of no more. But beyond the Muhlberg, 
there was little or no pursuit ; through the wood the Army, all 
in chaos, but without molestation otherwise, made for its Oder 
Bridges by the way it had come.i<^ 


Friedrich was among the last to quit the ground. He 
seemed stupefied by the excess of his emotions ; in no haste 
to go ; uncs#lain whether he would go at all. His Adjutants^ 
were about him, and a small party of Zietben Hussars under 
Captain Psittwitz. Wild swarms of Cossacks approached the 
place* ich bin verloren (Prittwitz, I am lost) I” re- 

matkfd ke. Ihro Majestdt f"* answered Prittwitz with 
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enthusiasm ; charged Bercely, he and his few, into th^ $mrms 
of Cossacks ; cut them about, held them at bay» them 

elsewhither, wh(^e thr^ Adjutants seised Friedrich^s btitfle, a^nd 
gallo|>ed off with him. At CEts^her and the Bridges* Friedrieh 
found of his laH Army not quite 3,000 men. Even Wunseh 
i$ not thei'e till next morning. Wunsch with his Party had, 
early in the afternoon, laid hold of Frankfurt, a$ ordered { 
made the garrison prisoners, blocked the Oder Bridge ; poor 
Frankfuit tremulously thanking Heaven for him, and for such 
an omen. In spite of their Wagenburg and these Pontoon* 
Bridges, it appears, there would have been no retreat for 
Russians except into Wunseffs cannon: Wagenburg way» latisft 
in the afternoon, there was such a scramble of runaways and 
retreating baggage, all was jammed into impassability; scarcely 
could a single man get through. In case of defeat, the Russian 
Army would have had no chance but surrender or extermina- 
tion.ii At dark, however, Wunsch had summons, so truculent 
in style, he knew what it meant ; and answering in words per* 
emptorily, “ No” with a like emphasis, privately got ready 
again, and at midnight disappeared. Got to Reitwein without 
accident. 

Friedrich found at CEtscher nothing but huts full of poor 
wounded men, and their miseries and surgeries ; — he took shel- 
ter, himself, m a hut * which had been plundered by Cossacks’ 
(in the past days), but which had fewer wounded than others, 
and could be furnished with some bundles of dry straw. Kriele 
has a pretty Anecdote, with names and particulars* Of two poor 
Lieutenants, who were lying on the door* as he entered this 
hut. They had lam there for many hours ; the Surgeons think- 
ing them desperate ; which Friedrich did not. Kinder^ 

** Alas, children, you are badly wounded, then ?” your 

“ Majesty: but hpw goes the Battle?'' (Answer, evasive on 
‘ this point): “ Are you bandaged, though ? Have you been let 
‘ * blood ?” * * Ncin, BuerMajestdt, k^in Teufel will ms verbinden 

(Not a devil of them would bamk^gO us) V* Upor?. which 
ris a Surgeon instan% brought; reprimanded for neglect? 

Desperate, say you ? These youpg Icliows ; fed thiM; 
** hand, and that; no fever there; Nature m such cas^s doei 

I* Tem|k^1hor, ill* 194; m duUou^ tiiidUiomary osi 
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f r ^p<>» ^yWcb tlm ieejcb h^ij to perform )ws func* 

tjow ; mA tlie poor young fi?llow« were sjive4,^att<i did new 
and got new wounde, and had Fi^sio^ when the War 
en<Wit^® This appears to hav| been Friedricn's first work in 
thdt !hut at (Etscber, Here next is a Thir^ Autograph to 
Finckanj^tein, written in that hut, probably the first o£ several 
O&Sial things there; 

7%e to Orqf von Finckenstdn (at Berlin): Third Note. 

(Etscher, * 12th August’ 1759. 

* I attacked the Enemy this morning about eleven ; we beat him 

^ back to the Judenkirchhof Churchyard/ — a mistake, but now 

of no moment), *near Frankfort. All my troops came into action, 

^ and have done wonders. I reassembled them three times ; at length, 

* I Was myself nearly taken prisoner ; and we had to quit the Field. 

^ Hy cnat is riddled with bullets, two horses were killed under me ^ 

* my misfortune is, that I am still alive. Our loss is very consider^ 

' able. Of an Army of 48,000 men, I have, at this moment while I 
^ write, not more than 3,000 together; and am no longer master of my 

forces. In Berlin you will do well to think of your safety. It is a 
^ great calamity j and I will not survive it : the consequences of this 

* Battle wiU be woise than the Battle itself. I have no resources more ; 

< and, to confess the truth, 1 hold all for lost. I will not survive the 

* destruction of my Country. Farewell forever (Adieu pour jamaii), 

* * 

Another thing, of the same tragic character, is that of hand- 
ing^vcr ’this Army to Finck’s charge. Order there is to Finck 
of that tenor ; and along with it the following notable Auto- 
graph, — A Friedrich taking leave both of Kingship and of life. 
The Autograph exists ; but has no date, — date of the Order 
would probably be still (Etscher, 12 th Augmt; date of the Au- 
togr^b, Rdiwiin (across the River), next day. 

Friedrich to Lieut.-Gemrol Finck (at CEtscher or Reitwein). 

* General Finck gets a difficult commission ; tlie unlucky Army 

* which I give^^p to him is no longer in condition to make head against • 
‘ the Russians. Haddick will now start for Berlin, perhaps Loudon 

* too ; if General Finck go after these, the Russians will fall on his 

* rear; if he fontinue on the Oder, he gets Haddick on his flank (so 

* hd^f er dm Hodeh dies Sdt) x — however, I believe, should Loudon * 

for Berlin, he might attack Loudon, and try to beat him : this, if 
^ It succeeded, would be a stand against misfortune, and hold matters 

KritlwpP* X70 i and in all tke Anecdote-Books, 
u la arig. ja/ no othet date {dSmrts ^ Mdirkt 3i«v> 3^^ 
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* up, Time gained is much, in these desperate circumstances. 

* news from Torgau and Dresden, Coper mjr Secretary mdp$ 

* SegreUr^* kind lieutenant to Eichel**) * will send him, You iSr) 

< must inform my Brother’ (Prin^ Henri) * of everything ; whpm I 

* have declared generalissimo of me Army. To repair this bad i^adk 

* altogether is not possible ; but what my Brother shall comtnund, 

‘ must be done :-^the Army swears to my Nephew’ (King heuc^orth)^ 

‘ This IS all the advice, in these unhappy circumstances, I am in U 

* condition to give. Had I still had resources, I would have stayed 

* by them {so wekre uh 

All this done, the wearied Friedrich flung himself into his 
truss of dry straw ; and was seen sound asleep there, a single 
sentry at the door, by some high Generals that ventured to 
look in. On the morrow he crossed to Reitwein ; by tomoniOw 
night, there had 23,000 of his fugitives come in to him ; — ^but 
this is now to be Finck’s affair, not his ! That day, too (for 
the Paper seems to be misdated), he signed, and dispatched to 
Schmettau, Commandant in Dresden, a Missive, which proved 
more fatal than either of the others ; and brought, or helped 
to bring, very bitter fruits for him, before long; 

To Lieutenant-General von Schmettau (at Dresden). 

* Reitwein, i4th^ (probably 13th) ' August «7S9* 

* You will perhaps have heard of the Check’ {pEchec^ Kunersdorf 
to wit!) *I have met with fiom the Russian Army on the 13 th’ (l*th, 
if you had the Almanac at hand) * of this month. Though at bottom 

< our affairs in regard to the Enemy here are not desperate, 1 find I 

* shall not now be able to make any detachment foe your assistance. 

* Should the Austrians attempt anything against Dresden, therefore, 
' yon will see if there are means of maintaining yourself; foiling which, 
‘ it will behove you to try and obtain a fovourable Capitulation,— *lo 

* wit, Liberty to withdraw, with the whole Garrison, Mone|fe, Maga* 

* zines, Hospital and all that we have at Dresden, either to Berlin or 
‘ elsewhither, so as to join some Corps of my Troops. 

* As a flt of illness’ {maladie^ alasl) *has come on me,*^wh|eh I 
, ' do not think will have dangerous results, — I have for the present left 

* the command of my Troops to Lieutenant-General vou’Finck; whuee 
‘ Orders you are to execute as if coming to yon directly from myself. 

* this 1 pray God to have you in his holy and worthy 

At Berlin, on this 13th, — with th® Five Couriers coming in 
cesrively (and not In the order of their dispatch, but the Fw 
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atfivitag some time a^ead of the Fourth, who sJtill spoke of prepress 
victory),— ‘th^re such a day as Sulzer {ack nmn liefer Su/zer/) 

had neyar seen in the world. * ** Above 50,010 hufran beings on the 

* j^aiace Esplanade and streets abd^t;** swaying hither and thither, in 
^ agony of expectation, in alternate paroxysm of joy^nd of terror and 

* woe $ often enough the opposite pardbtysms simultaneous in the dif* 

* ferent groups, and men crushed-down in despair met by men leaping 

* the air for very gladness :* SuUer (whose sympathy is of very 
msthedc type) ‘'would not, for any consideration, have missed such a 
scene, The “ scene’* is much obliged to you, mein Lieber ! — 

‘ Fraeiically we find, in Kodenbeck, or straggling elsewhere, this 
Note { ‘ On the day after Kunersdorf, Queen and Court fly to Magde- 

* buig: this is their second flight. Their first was on Haddick’s Visit, 

‘ 0 <rtober 1757; but after Rossbafch they soon returned, and Berlin and 
‘ the Court were then extremely gay : different gentlemen, French and 
‘ others of every Nation, fallen prisoners, made the Queen’s soirees the 

* finest in the world for splendour and variety, at that time.’** 

One other Note we save, for the sake of poor Major Kleist, “ Poet 
of the Spring,” as he was then called. A valiant, punctual Soldier, 
and with a turn for Literature as well ; who wrote really pleasant fine 
thills, new at that time and rapturously welcome, though too much 
in the sentimental vein for the times which have followed. Major 
Kleist, *^there is a General Kleist, a Colonel Kleist of the Green Hus- 
sars (called Crune Kleist, a terrible cutting fellow) : — this is not Griine 
Kleist; this is the Poet of The Spring; whose fate at Kunersdorf made 
a tragic impression in all intelligent circles of Teutschland. Here is 
Kriele’s Note (abridged) % 

‘ Christian Ewald von Kleist, “ Poet of the Spring’^ ’ (a Pommem 
gentleman, now in his forty-fourth year), ‘was of Finck’s Division; 

* had come-on, after those Eight Battalions took the first Russian bat- 

* tery’ (that is, Miihlberg) ; * and had been assisting, with zeal, at the 

* taking of three other batteries, regardless of twelve contusions, which 

* he gjMually got. At the third battery, he was farther badly hurt 
‘ on mMeft arm and the right. Took his Colon ePs place neverthe- 
‘ less, whom he now saw fall ; led the regiment muthig forward on the 

* fourth battery. A case-shot smashed his right leg to pieces ; he fell 
‘from his horse’ (hour not given, shall we say 3 p.m.); ‘sank, ex- 

‘ claiming : ^^^nder, My children, don’t fors^e your King !” and# 
‘ Ihmted there. Was carried to rear and leftward ; laid -down on some 

* dty sjppt in the Elsbruch, not far from the Kuhgrund, and a Surgeon 
^ bimlght ^he Surgeon, while examining, was torn-away by case- 

* shptj Kleist Uy bleSiing without help. A friend of his, Pfau* (who 
tiad ICrIele), * one of Finck’s Genei^s, came riding that way : Kleist 

* to him j asked how the Battle Vent ; uncommonly glad to hear 

d*r 9 ekmitster Bodmer, Sulaer. Gessner; am Gleiris Htevhrischen 
herampgeben vm korie (Zurich, x$04), pp. 

w KUdenbech l 390; &c. 
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* we atre fetlll progressive. Pfau undcttoolc, anct tried uirndW, ht 
^ a datriage to Kleist ; did send ofie of J^inck's own cahtage*} ; bnt aftibr 

* such delays thatl ihe l^ssians were now yielding : poo? Kleis£*S had 

* become Russian ground, and theabartiagO tould not get in* 

* Kleist lay Itilplcss ; no luck worse than his, In tfie 

* Cossacks came round him ; smpt him starkmaked ; thteW Ijirn* face 

* foremost, into the nearest swampy place, and went their way* 

* of these devils bad something so absurd and Teniers-llkfe in thfe ntU# 

* of him, that Kleist, in his pams, could not help laughing at 

* brance of it. In the night some Russian Hussars, hnthau andf itm 

* Cossack, found Kleist in this situation; took him to a dry put 

* a cloak over him, kindled a watch-fire for themseWos, and gasjtife Mtfi 
' water and bread. Towaids morning they hastened away, thrcfWing; 
‘an 2~j^fosrAcn 'ituct (ninepenny piece, shilling, sJty half-crown}' 

^ his cloak, — ^with human laiewell. But Cossacks again came; again 
‘ stript him naked and bare. Towards noon of the i3lh, Kleist ' 
‘ trived Iq attract some Rushan Cavalry troop passing that Way* aihd 
‘ got speech of the Captain (one Fackelberg, a German) j Who at 0 nc 5 «i 
‘ set about helping him ; — and had him actually sent into FiWnkfhrft 
‘ in a carriage, that evening. To the House of a Professor Nikolai} 

* u here wms plenty of suigeiy and w'atchful affection. After near thirty 

‘ hours of such a laii, his wounds seemed still curable; there was hope 
‘for ten days. In the tenth night August), the shivered 

‘pieces of bone (hsuniled themselves; cut an artery, — which, after 
‘ many trials, could not be tied. August 24th, at two in the morning, 

‘ he died. — Gieat souow. August 26th, there was soldieris fufieral} 

‘ poor Kleist’s colfin boinc by twelve Russian grenadiers; veryibatiy 
‘ Russian Officers attending, who had come from the Camp for that 

* end; one Russian Staff-Officer of them unbuckling his own sword tO 
‘ lay on the bier, as theie was w'anl of one. King Friedrich had 
‘ Kleist’s rortrait hung in the Ganiisort Kirche. Freentdson Lodge, 

‘ in 1788, set-up a monument to him, ’’*-^which still stands on the 
Frankfurt pavement, and is now in sadly ruinous state. ^ 

The Prussian loss, in this Battle, was, besides all the can* 
non and ficld-equipages ; 6,000 killed, 13,000 wouttdecl (of 
which latter, 2,000 badly, who fell to the Russians as p^mn* 
#ers); in all, about 19,000 men. Nor was the Russian loss 
much lighter; of Russians and Austrians together, near 
as Tetnpelhof counts : ‘ which w^l hot smrpti^e yo^ Ma|eaty/ 
rejpotts Soitikof to his Cratina ; ‘who are aware that the IClug 
of Prussia sells his defeats at a deat tale.* And privately SoJ- 
tikof was heard to say,. “ Let ine fight but another sut^ Vic** 
“ tort and I may g|o to Petersburg with the news of it myself, 
wH® staff in itoy hahd.” The joy at PeterAurg* 

>9 Kriele, pp. 39-43. 
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not to iie braggart or immode^, was solemn, steady aod super- 
lative : a great feat indeed for Russia, this Victory over such 
a King^^though a kind of grudge, that ii wasf due to Loudon, 
dtirelt^ in spke of Loudon's pcgitk silence on that point, un- 
pleasantly in the background. The chase theyihad shatnefuily 
nej^Ctad. It is said, certain Russian Officers, who had charge 
of that Wainess, stept into a peasant’s cottage to consult on it ; 
oontrived somehow to find tolerable liquor there ; and sat 
drit^g instead«^^ 


CHAPTER V. 

SAkONY WITHOUT DEFENCE: SCHMETTAU SURRENDERS 
DRESDEN. 


FhIEDRICH’S despair did not last quite four days. On the 
fourth day, — day after leaving Reitwein, — there is this little 
Dtkuient, which still exists, of more comfortable tenor: My 
*« dear'Major-General von Wunsch, — Your Letter of the 16th 
to Luutenattt-General von Fmck punctually arrived here: 
and the future, as I am now recovered from my illness, 
you hske to address your Reports directly to Myself. — F.”i 
Finding jhat, except Tottleben warily reconnoitenng with a few 
CoSsacksl no Russians showed themselves at Reitwein ; that 
the Russans were encamping and intrenching on the Wine- 
Hills soufi of Frankfurt, not meaning anything immediate, — 
he took ieart again ; ranked his 23,000 ; sent for General 
Kleist fron Pommern with his Anti-Swedish handful (leave the 
Swedes ajone, as usual in time of crisis) ; considered that ar- 
tilleri<^{!i aid furnishings could come to him from Berlin, which 
is but 60 Ailes > that there still lay possibility ahead, and that, 
though ofiy a miracle could save him, he would try it to the 
very last. 


A grea|relief, this of coming to oneself again ! ‘*Till death^ 
then 3«rae on, ye elements and black savageries f’ Fried- 
hutnmr is not despondent, now or afterwards ; though 
At tidlait is very sad, very Angry, and, as it were, scorning 
to hojet but he is at ah times of beautifully practical 

I * iith Aiifiru<t * in Priedrioh 
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turn; and has, in his very despair, a sobriety of eyesight, and 
a dxed steadiness of holding to his purpose, which are of rait 
quality. His utterances to D’Argens, about this time and on- 
ward, — brief hints, spontane^s, almost unconscious,^ — give 
curious testimotny of his glooms and moody humours. Of 
which the reader shall see something. For the present, he is 
in deep indignation with his poor Troops, among other mise- 
ries. ^‘Actual running away!’* he will have it to be ; and takes 
no account of thirst, hunger, heat, utter weariness and physiCsS 
impossibility! This lasts for some weeks. But in general there 
is nothing of this injustice to those about him. In general, 
nothing even of gloom is manifested ; on the contrary, cheer^ 
fulness, brisk hope, a strangely continual succession of hopai 
(mostly illusory); — though, within, there is traceable veiy great* 
sorrow, weariness and misery. A fixed darkness, as of Erebus, 
is grown habitual to him ; but is strictly shut up, little of it 
shown to others, or even, in a sense, to himself. He as a 
traveller overtaken by the Night and its tempests and rain*- 
deluges, but refusing to pause ; who is wetted to the bpe, and 
does not care farther for rain. A traveller grown famjiiar with 
the howling solitudes; aware that the Storm-winds do/not pity, 
that Darkness is the dead Earth’s Shadow ; — a most|ione soul 
of a man ; but continually toiling forward, as if the brightest 
goal and haven were near and m view. I 

Once more the world was certain of Friedrich ruin 
Friedrich himself we have seen certain of it, for sonp few des- 
perate hours : — ^but the world and lie, as h.\d been Repeatedly 
the world’s case, were both disappointed. Intrinsically there 
could be little doubt but Friedrich’s enemies mighfnow have 
ruined him, had they been diligent about it. Nowagain, and 
now more than ever, they have the winning-post iJ sight. At 
small distance is the goal and purpose of all thest four-years 
battlings and marchings, and ten-years subterranKn plottizigs 
and intriguings. He himself says deliberately, * Tfey had only ' 
to give him the finishing stroke {c 0 up-de^grdcfi)M* But they 
never gave him that str^e ; could not do it, thaigb heartily 
desirous. Which was, and is, matter of surprise b an observ- 
ant pnblic. I 

The cause of failure may be considered to hive bem^ in 

^ a (Burnt deJ^rUirkt v ao. f 
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^ good part, 0aun and his cunctations. Baun’s real was nn* 

* ^questionable ; ardent and continual is Daun*s desire to succeed 
but to try it at his own risk was beyond his|powen He ex- 
pected always to succeed by heip of others : and to show them 
an example, and go vigorously to work himsflf, was what he 
never could resolve on. Could play only Fabiub Cunctator, it 
would seem ; and never was that part less wanted than now I 
Under such a Chief Figure, the “ in coherency of action,** in- 
stead of diminishing, as Friedrich had feared, rose daily to- 
wards its maximum ; and latterly became extreme. The old 
liOrnean Hydra had many heads ; but they belonged all to one 
body. The many heads of this Anti- Friedrich Hydra had 
withal each its own body, and separate set of notions and adJ- 
vantages. Friedrich was at least a unity; his whole strength 
going one way, and at all moments, under his own sole com- 
mand* The value of this circumstance is incalculable ; this is 
the saving-clause of Pitt and hia England (Pitt also a despotic 
sovereign, though a temporary one) ; thi 3, second only to 
Friedrich’s great gifts from Nature, and tlit noble use he makes 
of them, is above all others the circumstance that saved him 
in such a duel with the Hydras. 

On the back of Kunersdorf, accordingly, there was not only 
no finishing-stroke upon Friedrich, but for two months no 
stroke or serious attempt whatever in those neighbourhoods 
where Friedrich is. There are four Armies hereabouts : The 
Grand Russian, hanging by Frankfurt ; P>iedrich at Fursten- 
walde (whitherward he marched from Reitwein August 1 6 th), 
at Fiirstenwalde or farther south, guarding Berlin ; — then, un- 
hurt yet by battle of any kind, there arc the Grand Daunish 
or Mark-Lissa Army, and Prince Henn’s of Schmottseifen. Of 
which latter Two the hitchings and manoeuvrings from time 
to time become vivid, and never altogether cease ; but in no 
case come to anything. Above two-months scientific flourish-^ 
ingCfweapi^s, strategic counter-dancing; but no stroke struck, 
result achieved, except on Daun’s part irreparable waste of 
time ^-^l Raders would feel it inhuman to be burdened with 
any notice^ of such things. One march of Prince Henri’s, 
wlidi was of a famous and decisive character, we will attend 
to, when it comes, that is, were the end of September at hand ; 
the rest must he imaginedas a general strategic dance in those 
firontier paxtSi~Silesia to rearward on one side, the Lausitx 
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aiid jP'i'ankfurt on the other,-— and must go on, 
mo«fc p«ttt, in the background of the re^def*s fmcy, Jhdf^ ; 
SiiJtony is the seme of^action ; Friedrich, Honri, Soltikof# Dadh^ ; 
comparatively inactive for the text six weeks and ihOre, 

Sotne days iJ^fore Kunersdorf, Daun personally, with I wl8 , 
forget how many thousands, had made a move to 
from Mark-Lissa, 6o miles or so, through Sagan CouBtjfJ'; . 
and lies about Priebus, waiting there ever since. Ptieb^S i# ; 
some 40 miles north of Gorlitz, about 60 west of 
south of Frankfurt 80. This is where the Master-Smith, 
various irons in the fire, may be handiest for clutching thfehl 
out, and forging at them, as they become successively hbt 
Daun, as Master-Smith, has at least three objects in view. 
The Jirs/ is, as always, Reconquest of Silesia : this is ob- 
structed by Prince Henri, who sits, watchful on the threshoW, 
at Schmottseifen yonder. The second is, as last year, Capture 
of Dresden : which is much the more feasible at present,-^ 
there being, except the Garrisons, no Prussian force vriiateVfer 
in Saxony; and a Reichs Army now actually there at last, 
after its long haggling about its Magazines ; and above all, tL 
Friedrich with his hands full elsewhere. To keep Friedrich’S 
hands full, — in other words, to keep the Russians sticking tU 
him, — ^that is the ^kird object : or indeed we may call it thb 
first, second and third; for Daun is well aware that unless 
Soltikof can manage to' keep Friedrich busy, Silesia, feaxofiy 
and all else becomes impossible. 

Ever since the fortunate junction of Loudon with SoltikiUC 
Daun has sat, and still sits, exjiectant ; elaborately calCUla- 
tive, gathering Magazines in different parts, planting out-parfkS, 
this way, that way, with an eye to these three objects, all of 
each, — especially to the third object, which he disceffts to be 
all and each. Daun was elaborately calculative with th^fU 
^dews : but to try any military action, upon Prin^ Henri left 
example, or bestir himself otherwise than in driving provasder 
forward, and marching detachments hither and thither to tm 
potentially fit and fittest posts, was pot in Dmu% Way,**^eb 
much the worse fof Daun, in his present ctmrsc of feUtefpriSe. 

Ptiictce Henri had lain quiet at fichtndttsrifen, wnitin|^lil* 
Brothft’S adventure ; did not hear the least tidings of Hnt tjftl 
six Kttifcrsdorf, and then only by fuiUbuf ; 

ttooUli:^ still Rubious, too tutich of it probable 1 On the 
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f^ty 4ay of Kimarsdorf, H^nri Isiad beguh efectitjg some im- 
|>rie>vemenls on his right flank,-— alway| a ^arply strategic, 
most crfatnre, — and made a great maly motions, which 

woul4 hh nnmtelligibk here.^ *Henri feels nc^ that upon him 
lies i ^0rid df duties ; and foremost of all, the instant duty of 
endoatonaring to open communication with his Brother. Many 
thatdtes, in consequence ; much intricate marching and man- 
between Daun and him : of which, when we come to 
great March (of 25th September), there may be again 
hint. 

Pot the present, let readers take their Map, and endeavour 
to flit the following dates and localities in their mind. Here, 
in satnmary, are the King’s various Marches, and Two succes- 
sive Encampments, two only, during those Six Weeks of forced 
iflactt0n> while he is obliged to stand watching the Russians, 
afld to witness so many complicacies and disasters in the dis- 
tance ; which he struggles much and fruitlessly to hinder or 
b&tpi 

* Mrst (FUrslenwcdde, August i8ili-3oth). Friedrich 

* left Reftwein August 16M; 17th, he is at Madlitz’ (Note to Wunsch 
written there, which we read) ; ‘ i8th, to Furstenwalde, and encamp. 

* Fdrstenwalcle is on the Spree, straight between Frankfurt and Berlin; 

* S5 miles from the former, 35 from the latter. Here for near a fort- 

* nighi At first, much in alarm about the Russians and Berlin ; but 

* gradually ascertaining that the Russians intend nothing. 

* In eflbct, all <^his while Soltikof lay at Lossow, 10 miles south of 

* Frankfurt, with his right on Oder; totally motionless, inactive, except 

* listening, often rather gloomily, to Daun’s and Montalembeit’s suasive 
‘ eloquences and advices, — and once, August azd, in the little Town 
‘ bf Guben, holding Conference with Daun' (of which by and by). * In 

* consequence of which, August %%th^ Soltikof and his Russians and 
^ Austrians got under way again; southwaid, but only a few marches: 

* first to MiiUrose, then to JLieberose : — whom, the instant he heard of 

^ tboit movements, Friedrich, August 30th, hastened to follow; but had 
‘ not to fo!lo|j^ very far. Whereupon ensues • 

* j 0 f$cafUpmeHt Second (Waldau, till September 1 5th). August ^otk^ 

^ frieflridi, We say, rose from Fvirstenwalde; hastened to follow this 

* Rhsslan nfityement and kfeep within wind of it: up the valley of the 
‘ Sprbe; first to Mullrose neighbourhood” (where the Russians, loitei- 
hfg timo, spoiled the Oar^-locks of the Friedrich- Wilhelm Canal, 
if noting more),—* thence to Lleb^oSe neighbourhood ; Waldau, the 

* new pjaee of encampment, --^Waldau, with Spree Fdirest to 

/ every fibre of them (at m the soul-confasmg custom there),^ Tempeb 

hfS, m* elfi e« seq. 
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* rear of it: silent both parties till September 15th, when Soltifcof 

* fairly march, not towards Berlin, but quite in the opposite dJredkkiW.* 

By the middlj^ of ITeptember, when the Russians did ^ oh 
foot, and moved eastward .• especially on and after September 
2Sth, when Henri made his famous March westward ; tMm w 
will behove us to return to Friedrich and these locatities« Vor 
the present we must turn to Saxony, where, and not here> the 
scene of action is. Take, farther, only the following bits of 
Note, which will now be readable. First, these Utteranop^ to 
D’Argens ; direct glimpses into the heavy-laden, indeed beg*' 
ridden and nearly desperate inner man of Friedrich, during tbe 
first three weeks after his defeat at Kunersdorf : 

The King to Marquis UArgens (at Berlin) : Six Notes* 

I®. ^Madlitz' (road from Reitweiti to Furstenwalde), * i6thAug^ 

* 1759. unfortunate, my dear Marquis ; but not by my 

* fault. The victory was ours, and would even have been a complete 
‘ one, when our infantiy lost patience, and at the wrong moment abatt- 

* doned the field of battle. The enemy today is on march to Mullrose, 

* to unite with Iladdick’ (not to MuUrose for ten days yet; Haddick 
had already got united with t/iefft). ‘ The Russian infantry is ^most 

* totally destroyed. Of my own wrecks, all that I have been able m 
‘assemble amounts to 32,000 men; with these I am pushing-on to 
‘ throw myself acioss the enemy’s road, and either perish or save Ihe 
‘ Capital. That is not what you’ (you Berliners) ‘will call a deficiency 
‘ of resolution. 

* For the event I cannot answer. If I had more lives than one, I 
‘ would sacrifice them all to my Country. But if this stroke fail« I 

* think I am clcai -scores with her, and that it will be pennissible to 

* look a little to myself. There are limits to everything. I support 
‘ my misfortune; couiage not abated by it; but I am well resolved, 
‘ after this stroke, if it fail, to open an outgate for myself ’ (that small 
glass tube which never quits me), ‘ and no longer be the sport of any 
‘ chance.’ 

2®. Furstenwalde^ zotk August, ^ ^ ‘ Remain at BerHn, or rc- 
i tire to Potsdam ; in a little while there will come some catasttopfeci 
‘ it IS not fit that you suffer by it. If things take a good Vum, yon can 

* be back to Berlin’ (from Potsdam) * iu four hours. If lU-lim stiSl 

‘ pursue us, go to Hanover or to Zelle, where you can proitkle lot ypnt 
‘ safety. ‘ ^ 

‘ 1 protest to you, that in this late Action I did what was hiunimly 

* possible to conquey; but my people’'^— Qh, your Majesty I 

^Furskmvam^ xtst August, ^ ^ ‘The enemy 
‘ bg hln^elf nohr Frankfurt ; a sign he intends no at^qnpt Xf you 
‘ do me the pleasure to come out hither, yon can in all 
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^ Brigig your bed with you ; bring my Cook Noel^ and I will hw 

* you f little chamber ready. You will ba my consolation and my 

< f I 

ttlia day,- 4 et readers mark the circumstance, -*-Fiietlrich, in better 
detaches Wunsch with some poor 6,000, tg try if he can be of 
nejp in Saxony^ where the Reichs Army, now arrived in force, and 
wi^ hhthittg whatever in the field against them, is taking all the Noith- 
ward Oarrison-Towns, and otherwise proceeding at a high rate. Too 
possibly with an eye towards Dresden itself ! Wunsch sets out August 
And wc shall hear of him in those Saxon Countries before 

l 0|^4 

< 4®- Funtmwaidei August. ‘Yesterday I wrote to you to come; 

* but today I forbid it. Daun is at Kotbus ; he is marching on Luben 

* and Berlin* (nothing like so rash !). — ‘ Fly these unhappy Countries! 
‘ —This news obliges me again to attack the Russians between here 
‘ and Frankfurt. You may imagine if this is a desperate resolution. 
‘ It i$ the sole hope that remains to me, of not being cut-off from Berlin 
‘ cp the one side or the; other. I will give the discouraged troops some 
^ brandy*--~alas ! — ‘ but I promise myself nothing of success. My one 
‘ constdation is, that I shall die sword in hand.’ 

5®. Same place and day (after a Letter fi'om D’Argens). ‘ You 

* m&e the panegyric, mon ckery of an Army that does not deserve any. 

* The soldiers had good limbs to run with, none to attack the enemy.’ 
(Alas, your Majesty; after fifteen hours of such marching and fighting!) 

‘For certain I will fight; but don’t flatter youiself about the event. 
‘ A happy chance alone can help us. Go, in God’s name, to Tanger- 
‘ mlinde’ (since the Royal Family went, D’Argens and many Berliners 
are thinking of flight), ‘ to Tangermunde, where you will be well ; and 
I ‘ wait there how Destiny shall have disposed of us. I will go to re- 
‘ OOtmoltre the enemy tomorrow. Next day, if there is anything to do, 

* we will try it. But if the enemy still holds to the Wine-Hills of 
‘ Frankfurt, I shall never dare to attack him. 

‘ No, the torment of Tantalus, the pains of Prometheus, the doom 
‘ of Sisyphus, were nothing like whal I suffer for the last ten days’ 
(flrom Kunersdorftill now, when destruction has to be warded-olf again, 
and the force wanting). * Death is sweet in comparison to such a life. 
‘ Hkve compassion on me and it ; and believe that I still keep to my- 
‘ self a gre^ many evil things, not wishing to afflict or disquiet an>- 
‘ body with them ; and that I would not counsel you to fly these un- 
‘ imlncky Comitries, if I had any ray of hope. Adieu, mon cher. ’ 
Four days after, August %^tky from this same Furstenwalde, the 
still continuing stagnant, Friedrich dispatches to Schmettau, 
Cofpnondant of Dresden (by some, industrious hand, for the roads are 
all blocked), a Second Letter, ‘ That Dresden is of the highest mo- 
‘ mmti that in case of Siege there^ relief’ (Wunsch, namely, and per- 
lui|Wl aaore that may follow) *ts on the road; and that Schn|ettau must 
4 Tempelhof, iii. aix. 
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* defend himself to the utmost.’ Let us hope this Second iniy 

counteract the too despondent First, which we read above, 

have produced discouragement in Schmettau I»— 'D’Argens does 
Wolfenbuttel ; sta|}s th^e till September 9th. Nothing mcffC ftom 
Friedrich till 4ih Septembei, whenpmatters are well cooled again. 

6^*. WMau^ 4 ^k September. * I think Berlin is now in samtfl fm 
may return thither. The Barbarians’ (Russians) *are in thelidsiu; 
I keep by the side of them, between them and Berlin, so tte there 
is nothing to fear for the Capital. The imminency of danger is past; 
but theie \\ill still be many bad moments to get through, bdbre jcjtch- 
ing the end of the Campaign. These, however, only regm?d mjfwf; 
never mind these. My martyrdom will last two months jretji 
the snows and the ices will end it.’« 

Thus at Furstenwalde, then at Waldau, keeping gttkJtdt 
lorn but resolute, against the intrusive Russian-Austr|ap 
luges, Friedrich stands painfully vigilant and expectant, 
for about a fortnight more. With bad news coming to tdm 
latterly, as we shall hear. He is in those old moorland Wiaih 
terhausen Countries, once so well known under far other cir- 
cumstances. Thirty years ago, in fine afternoons, we US^d fo 
gallop with poor Duhan de Jandun, after schqol-taski^ 
towards Mittenwalde, F'urstenwalde and the fursy environ$, 
far and wide ; at home, our Sister and Mother waiting with 
many troubles and many loves, and Papa sleeping, Pan-ljikit^ 
under the shadow of his big tree: — Thirty years ago, ah 
gone like a dream is all that ; and there is solitude aMl desth 
lation and the Russian-Austrian death-dejuges instead J These, 
I suppose, were Friedrich’s occasional rgmembrapees ; sifesnt 
always, in this locality and time. The Sorrows of pf 

the Giaour^ of the Dyspeptic Tailor in multifarious forms, ate 
recorded in a copious heart-rending manner, and have had their 
meed of weeping from a sympathetic Public ; but theie are st|U 
a good few Sorrows which lie wrapt in silence, and have 
applied there for ap idle tear ! — ^et us look now into 
side of things. 

* ® .a 

Dam, after Negatiation, has an Jlnteraim with Smtmf (at (Sabeif, 
August aad). — * Daun, who had moved to Priebus, with a be 

* nearer boUikof, had .scarcely got his tent pitched there (Afeghit 131k), 
when a breathless horseman rode m> 'Vriih u Note fiom tiOudcn, dat^ 

* the Pjght before : ** King of Prussia, beaten, to the very bow#, l?#fOnd 
‘mistake this time,*— utterly ruined, if one may judge # 
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* the Protpiscd Land I Beliglited Uaun moves forward, one 

^ to on the morrow; lo be one march nearer the scene 

^ siwd endeavour to forge this biggest Of the hot irons to ad* 

I I 

' < At TViebel Soltikof *s own acyunt, elucidated^y oral messengers, 

* ^hd, in short* complete conspectus this ever-memor- 

* at 4 e yictory, await the dejighted Daun. Who dispatches messengers, 

* one ind another; Laey, the first, not succeeding quite: To congra- 

* tuiate whh enthusiasm the most illustrious of Generals; who has 

* heat^ King Friedrich as none else ever did or could ; beaten to the 

* extinction ; — especially to urge him upon trampling-out this 

* extinct King, before he gleam-up again. Soltikof understands 

* the congratulations very well ; but as to that of trampling-out, snorts 
♦an indignant negative: ‘'Nay, you, why don’t you try it? Surely 
♦» It inore your business than my Imperial Mistress’s or mine. We 
^ have wrenched two victories from him this season. ICay and ICuners- 
^.dorfhave killed near the half of us: go you in, and wiench somfc- 

* tldlhg This is Soltikof’s logic ; which no messenger of Daun’s, 

* or another, aided by never such melodies and suasions from 

* Montajembert and Loudon, who are permanently diligent that way, 

‘ can shake. 

^ * And truly it is irrefragable. ITow can Daun, if himself merely 

* speculative, calculative, hope that Soltikof u ill continue acting? Men 

* who have come to help you in a heavy jolj of woik need example. 

^ If you wish me to weep, be grieved yourself first of all. Soltikof 

* atignly wipes his countenance at this point, and insists on a few teais 

* from Daun. Without metaphor, Soltikof has shot away all his pre- 
< sent aihmunxtion, his staff of bread is quite prccanous in these parts; 

‘ and Soltikof thinks always, “Ts it my business, then, oi is it yours?” 

^SpHikof has intrenched himself on the Winc-llills at Lossow, 

* comfortably out of Friedrich’s way, and contiguous to Oder and the 

* provision-routes ; sits there, angrily deaf to the voice of the charmer; 

‘ nothing to be charmed out of him, but gusts of indignation, instead 
^ of consents A proud, high-going, indignant kind of man, with a will 

* of hi$ own, And sees well enough what is what, in all this symphony 
^oftheLacys, the Montalcmberts and sui rounding adorers. Monta- 

* l^ptobert, who is here this season, our French best man (unprofitable 
^ SVedeS ihust put-up Mith an inferior hand), is extremely pei*suasive, 
‘trios all the arts of French rhetoric, but effects nothing. “To let* 

* ^strians comc-in for the finishing stroke, ^ — Excellence, it will be 
‘ io le| them gain, in History, a gldiy which is of your earnings Daun 
‘ and A«stri% not Soltikof and Russia, will be said to have extinguished 

* thil p«a 5 tilent King; whom Hhtory will have to remember 1”^ “ With 

* aU W h«;art,” answers Soltikof; t make the Austrians and History 
‘ pej:ifeU)y welcome I Monsieur, my ammimitipn is in Posen; my bread 

'5' better (not dd Choiseul, but C€rmif^ now Mini$ter at Vienna) to 

* Vftinaa; jdth August i and MontalorabertS Answer, ‘ Licbci hausen’ 
Awgust m McUtalemhen, h 58-65, 
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, * 19 S)C^rp5> m Ejsajikfurt can you find me one horse more? ^ In* 

^dignant SoltWf is not to be taken by chaflf; growls now ann'|hfei 
‘ il you stir him to the bottom : ** Why should we, who are toltnEWOeP 

* assistants, take sfl th^ burden of the work? I will tail-back to Posim, 
^ and home to Poland and East Pieussen, if this last much longer,** 

♦ Austria ha^a good deal disgusted these Soltikofe and Russian 

* Chief Officers ; — ^who are not so stupid as Austria supposes. At^ia*9 

* steady wish is, *'Lct them do their fimction of cat^s-paw for us; We are 

* here to eat the chestnuts; not, if we can help it, to bum our own poor 
' fingci-s foi them I” After every Campaign hitherto, Austria has oeen 

* in use to raise eager accusations at Petersburg; and gel the Aptaalns, 

* Fermors into trouble : this is not the way to conciliate Russian <}hneral 

* Officers. Austria, taught probably by Oaun, now tries the other tntdt : 

* lieaps Soltikof with eulogies, flatteries, magnificent presents* AJ|l 
‘ which boltikof accepts, but with a full sense of what they mentia An 

* unmanageable Soltikof; his answer always, — ** Your turn now to 

* fight a victory ! I will go my ways to Posen again, if you donft*** 

* And, in these current weeks, in Soltikof *s audience-room, if ^nyt^y 

* were curious about it, we could present a very lively solicitation going 

* on, with answers very gruff and negatory. No suasion of Montalan- 
‘ bert, Lacy, and Daun Embassies, &ck^ by diamozid-hilted «word% 

* and splendour of gifts fiom Vienna itself, able to prevail on the ba» 

* barous people. 

'Daun at length lesolves to go in person; solicits an dateryiew 

* with the distinguished Russian Conqueror ; gets it, meets Soltikof 

* at Guben, half-way house between Frankfurt and Triehel; select suite 

* attending both Excellencies (August aad) ; and exerts whatei^r rfie- 

* toric is in him on the barbarous man. The barbarOus man is stiff 
' as brass; but Daun comes into all his conditions; "Saxony, Silesia, 

' — Excellenz, we have them both within clutch ; such our exquisite 
‘ angling and manoeuvring, in concert with your immortal victory, whi(^ 
' truly gives the life-breath to everything. Oh, suffer us to clutch them ; 

* keep that King away from us ; and see if they are not ours, Suxony 
‘ first, Silesia next ! Provisions of meal ? I will myself undertake to 
' furnish bread for you” (though 1 have to cart it from Bohemia itfi ’the 
way, and am myself terribly off ; but fixed to do the impostrible) t 
‘ "ration of bread shall fail no Russian man, while you escort ul> XU 

* protective friend. Towards Saxony first, where^ the Reidis Army kf 
* * and not a Prussian in the field ; the v^ay Garrisons li ostly gone by 

* this time. Dresden i.s to be besieged, within a week; Dr^eu itself 

* is ours, if only please t Come into the Lausitz mth us, Hagn- 
^zines are tlier^ loaves in abundance; Saxony done, jBresden nurs, 

* cannot we turn to Silesia together; busii^e Glogau together {I am 

* myself about trying Jfeisse, by ilatseh again) ; nature Glogau a» 

* well a$ ahd criwn the succes^ulest campaign that Over was? 

«Oh,*E3W!elleiiz^P»*--f . ♦ 

In i word, Eiccelene, strictly fixing that conditkm of ^ 
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|^v«s, cotiaents. Will get ready to leave thoae;Fji^t^furi Wirte^ 
HiBa iti about a week. «‘8ut the leaves, you' recollect: no 
no Russian I’* Daun returns to^ Triebel a victorioi^ 
i!nan#^thpugh with an onerous condition incifcibent. Tempel- 
hot, minutely computing, finds mat to cart frogi Bohemia such 
a cipher of human rations daily into these parts, will surpass 
all the vehiculatory power of Daun.® 

Tke ^*Jli€icAs Army^* so-called has entered Saxony^ under fine 

Omens ; does some Feats of Slewing (August 7th-23d), — 
an Eye on Dresden as the crowning one. 

Tho Reichs Army, though it had been so tumbled about, in 
Springy with such havoc on its magazines and preparations, 
could not wait to redt itself, except superficially ; and showed 
face over the Mountains ahnost earlier than usual. The chance 
was so unique ; a Saxony left to its mere Garrisons, — as it 
continued to be, for near two months this Year. On such 
golden opportunity the Reichs Army, — first, in light mis- 
•aahlevoiis precursor parties, who roamed as far as Halle or . 
even as Halberstadt; then the Army itself, well or ill appointed, 
under Generalissimo the Prince von Zweibruck, — did come on, 
Winding through Thiiringen towards the North-western Towns; 
various Austrian Auxiliary-Corps making appearance on the 
Dresden side. Eight Austrian regiments, as a permanency, 
are in the Reichs Army itself. Commander, or part Com- 
mander, of the eight is (what alone I find noteworthy in them) 
Herr General Thomas von Blonquet Irish by nation, 
'says a footnote — sure enough some adventurous ‘‘Thomas 
Fimhetl* visible this once, soldiering, in those circumstances ; 
never heard of by a sympathetic reader before or after. It was 
while the King was hunting the Haddick-Loudon people in 
Sagan Country in such vehement fashion, that Zweibruck came 
truaapetittg into Saxony, — King, Prince Henn and everybody, ^ 
widl oocupi^ Otherwise, far away I 

^ The Reichs Army has a camp at Naumburg (Rossbach 
neighbourhood) : and has light troops out in Halle neighbour- 
hood^ which have seized Halle; are very severe upon Halle, 
and oManr fdaces thereabouts, till chased away. August 7th, 
the ^Army begirt Leipzig; summoned the weak garrison 

iher^. it is a Town capable of ruin, but not of defiance : 

‘ ifi> »s. * Seybtth, u. a. * 

VOL. Via. IT 
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’'•Ft^e-witMrawal/* proposes the Reichs Amty,— 
these terms gets hold of Leipsig, for the time belitg* !M{^, 
Torgau, Wittenl|erg;v in a fortnight or less, all the 
po^ts in those parts fall to th«t Reichs Army. Its mardhttif s 
and siegings, imiong those North-western places, hot ope of 
them capable of standing above a few-days siege, are nb 
mention, except to Parish History : enough that, by liUte after 
the middle of August, Zweibruck had got all these places* 
Frce-withdrawal’* the terms for all; and that, except k be 
the following feature m their Siege of Torgau, feature Ih^fnly 
Biographic, and belonging to a certain Colonel WqMfersdorf 
concerned, there is not one of those Sieges now worth a mo- 
ment’s attention from almost any mortal. This is the Torgab 
feature, — feature of human nature, soldiering under difficohiotj 

Colonel Pon Wolfindoi f htauttfully dejettds fiimsel/in (Au- 

gust 9th 14th). Two days after Leipzig was had, there appeared at 
Torgau a Body ofPandoius, 2,000 and inoie; who attempted some 
kind of scalade on 1 organ and its small Garnson {of 700 or 
wheie aie a Magazine, a Hospital and other properties: not 
by any garrison, of standing icgular siege; but important to ddteild 
till you have pioper terms oficrctl Hie multitudinous TandoUH, if I 
remember, made a iiish into the Suburbs, m their usual ^totifcrous 
way; but were met by the 700 silent Prussians, — silent except thmbgh 
tbeir fire aims and field pieces, so eloquent a stjfle m soon Cim- 
vmced the Pandoui mind, and sent it travelling ngain. And m the 
evening oi tlie same day (zVugust 9th), Colonel Wolfer&dorf uririves, as 
new Commandant, and with reiniorcemenls, small though considerable 
in the circumstances, 

Wolfersdorl, one dimly gathers, bad marched fiom Wittenberg on 
this errand; the whole force m Torgau is noW of about idltt 

with only field-cannon, but with a Captain over them 
evident, sets himself in a very eame'n manner to do his in djC* 

fence of the place, NCxt moinmg Reichs Genera! Kleefeld 
field’’), with 6 or 8,000 Pandour and Regulai, summons Wolfisrsdoifi 
** Surrenfler instantly ; or — V* ** We will expect you answtra "^It- 
I ersdorf. Whereupon, same morning (Augu'it loth), ^ncftal uttirm ; 
stcim No I : beautifully handled by Wolfersdotf ; who Takes It iti, rejjp 
{to ds astonishment), a& well as in front; and seitd^ H oflf frit Ifrtate. w 
the morro#. J^aturday, a second fbfrowed 5 Stwalay n ihird ; 

both likewise beautifully handled. This third storm, leadera 
** Sunday August xetfr;” a very busy stermfiil day at Torgafr h«re,*^ 
aixd ato# % some of us, during the heats of Kanepadoj^ oirer 
the hoidiflson far awiiy l , Wolfersdorf tuinbles-bf.ek all ftfcitiher* 

mischievous sallies: a destructive, sfeillH petKin; allo^ 
gether prompt, fertile in expedients; and evidently is fidt lb be 
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a bf Kledeld. So that Erince von Stolberg, Second to sui^reme 
Ipjfuek htoelfi has to take It in haad. And, 

V 73^, at break of day, Stolbcrg arrives with a train of bat- 

tering guna and 6,000 new people: summons woHirsdorf: ** No/* as 
before* Storms him, a fourth time; likewise No,** as before: attacks, 
thei^npoh, his Elbe Bridge, and his Redoubt across the River; hncls a 
WoUferfiSo*^ party rush destructively into his rear there. And has to 
withdraw, ahd try battering from behind tlie EIl>e Dam. Continues 
this, violently for about two hours ; till again Wolfei.sdorf, whose poor 
^d|iieees, the only artillery he has, * cannot reach so far with leaden 
bljls^ (the iron balls are done, and the powder itself is almost done), 
tJ 0 ^ 1 |i 3 pe^es, by a* flank attack, to quench this also. Which jn-oduces 
eimre rilcnce, and considerable private reflection, on the part of indig- 
Xtlmt SiolBhrg. Stolberg offers him the favourablest terms devisable : 
Withdraw freely, with all your honours, all your properties; only 
1 *' Which Wolfetsdorf, his powder and ball being in such a 
of 6bb, and no relief possible, agrees to ; with stipulations very 
strict* as to every ])articular. 

mrt Woifmdorf wiihiiimvs^ aho kaitflfttUy (August 15th). 
Accordingly, Wednesday August 15th, at eight in the morning, Wolf- 
dorf by the Elbe Gate moves out; across Kibe Bridge, and the 
t Which is on the farther shore yonder. Near this Redoubt, 
f^iolberg and many of his General Officers are waiting to sec him go. 
f|e'g6e$ in state; flags flying, music playing. Baltalioli llessen-Cassel, 
flrilowed by all our Packages, Hospital convalescents, King’s Artillciy, 
ttnd Ivhalever is the King’s or ours, marches first. Next comes, as 
rearguard to all thiss, Battalion Grollinaun; — along with which is 
Wolfersdorf himself, knowing Grollmann lor a ticklish article (Saxons 
Jbainly) ; followed oti the heel by Battalion Hofmann, and lastly by 
Battalion Salmuth, trusty Brussiafis both of these. 

Battalion Hessen -Cas\sel and the Baggages are tbiough the Redoubt, 
Brince of Stolberg hamlsomely saluting as saluted. But now, on Bat- 
talion CroUmam/H coming up, Stolberg’s Afljut.mt cries- out with a 
ioud 'Voice of procUmation, many Officers lepealing and enforcing: 
** Whoever is a brave Saxon, whoever is true to his Kaiser, or was of 
the Reichs Army, let him step-out : Durchlaucht will give him pro- 
lection r* At sound of w’hich Grollmnnn (juivers as if struck hy 
and instantly begins dissolving ; — dissolves, in cflect, nearly, 
Idt ahd ill the act of vanishing like a dream ! Wollersdorf is a 
pspotpltpl Ipanj and needs to be so, Wolfeisdorf, in Olympian lage, 
inriariify Uofosi short; clr.ws pistol: will shoot dcail eveiy man tlinl 

quits rank!” vociftM-aies he; and does,, uith his jiislol, make infant 
txampftt of one; inviting every true Fnififf'.iarj t? do the like: “ Jaj.,crs 
4 ducat for, every traitor you shoo^-down !** continues Woli- 
Ofsrit^rif punctually paid it afterwards): unable to prevent an^lmost 

‘ ^ tn iUU S30) liie Capitulation, * August wth/ civ 

/i* njdmtif. 
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total dissolution of Grollmann. For some minutes, there isi $l $cieite 
indescribable ; storm of vociferation, menace, lausket-shot, i 

Grollmann disappearing on every side, — ‘ behind the Redoubt, und^ 
the Bridge, into Plbe Boats, under the cloaks of the Croats 
of Wolfersdorfs Olympian rages i-nd efforts. 

At sight of the shooting, Prince Stolberg, a hot man, had »aid in- 
dignantly, “ Herr, that will be dangerous for you (das mrd ^ 
gekn ) !” Wolfersdorf not regarding him a whit ; regarding <mjy OroU- 
mann, and his own hot business of coercing it at a ducat p9X haad. 
Grollmann gone, and Battalion Hofmann in due sequence coajy^ Bpi 
Wolfersdorf, — who has sent an Adjutant, with order, 

— gives Battalion Hofmann these three words of 
** Whole Battalion, halt 1 — Front !— Make ready !” (with dUe steal- 
taneous click of every firelock, on utterance of that last) and tumlngl 
to Prince Stolberg, with a brow, with a tone of voice : ** Dutuhlaucht, 

'* Article 9 of the Capitulation is express on this point ; dgsefiim 
'* strictly prohibited ; no deserter to be received either on the Imperud^ 

* on the Prussian sidd /” (Durchlaucht silently gives, we suppose, some 
faint sniff.) ** Since your Durchlaucht does not keep the Ckpitulatioxi, 

* neither will I regard it farther. I will now take you and ypox ^uite 

* prisoners, return into the Town, and again begin defending myatlf. 

* Be so good as ride directly into that Redoubt, or I will present, ilSSff®" 

* give fire P* 

A dangerous moment for tlie Durchlaucht of Stolbeig ; Battalion 
Salmuth actually taking possession of the wall again ; Hoteann here 
■with its poised firelock on the cock, ‘‘ ready” for that fourth word, as 
above indicated. A General Lusinsky of Stolberg’s train, master qf 
those Croats, and an Austrian of figure, remarks very seriously': “ Every 
point of the Capitulation must be kept I” Dpon which Durchlaucht 
has to renounce and repent ; eagerly assists in recovering GroUnfewtn, 
restores it (little the worse, little the fewer) % will give Wolfersdorf 
command of the Austrian Escort you are to have,” and every satis- 
faction and assurance ; — wishful only to get rid of Wolfersdprf. Who 
thereupcm marches to Wittenberg, with colour^ flying agalUi and ^ 
name mentionable ever since.** 

This Wolfersdorf was himself a Pirna Saxon; serving 
Polish Majesty, as Major, in that Pirna time; perhaps ho air* 
^mirer of ** Feldmarschall Briihl” and Company ratej, 
he took Prussian service, as then offered him ; and this Is hi% 
style of keeping it A decidedly clever solditsr, anttcomes ont,^ 
henceforth; more and more as such,- — unhappily not for teog. 
Was taken at Maxen, he too, as will be seen. Rose, in after* 
times, to be Lieutenant-General, and a man famops to 

u Tempelhof, iii. f'cyfarth, ii. 56211., and % 587; Mil$ 1 tairv* 

r/. a 8 v ’ ’ 
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Prussian military circles; but given always, they say, to take 
th^ straight line (br shortest distance between self and object), 
in regard to military matters, to recruiti|ig and the like, and 
thus getting himself into trouble with the Ci^ OfHcials, 
Wolfersdorf, at Wittenberg or farther on,ithad a flattering 
word flrOm the King ; applauding his effective procedures at 
Torgatt; and ordering him, should Wittenberg fall (as it did, 
August a 3d}, to join Wunsch, who is coming with a small Party 
to try and help in those destitute localities. Wunsch the King 
bed detached (21st August), as we heard already. Finck the 
King finds, farther, that he can detach (from Waldau Country, 
Ss|»tember 7th) Russians being so languid, and Saxony 
into such a perilous predicament. 

* Few days after Kunersdorf,’ sajrs a Note, which should be inserted 
her^ * diere had fallen-out a small Naval matter, which will be con- 

* solatory to Friedrich, and go to the other side of the account, when 

* he hears of it: Kunersdorf was Sunday August izth; this was Sa- 

* tfnday and Sunday following. Besides their Grand Brest Fleet, with 
Inew Flatbottoms, and world-famous land-preparations going on at 
'Cannes, for Invasion of proud Albion, all which are at present under 

* Ilawke*s strict keeping, the French have, ever since Spring last, a 

* fine subsidiary Fleet at Toulon, of very exultant hopes at one time ; 

* which now come to finis. 

* Sea-Fight (properly Sea-Hunt of aoo miles), in the Cadiz Waters^ 

* August i%th-i^h* The fine Toulon Fleet, which expected at one 

* time, Pitt's ships being so scattered over the world, to be “ mistress of 

* the Mediterranean," has found itself, on the contrary (such were 

* Pitt's tesouroes and promptitudes), cooped in harbour all Summer ; 

* Boscawen watching it in the usual strict way. No egress possible; 

* till, in the sultry M^eather (8th July — ^4th August), Boscawen's need 

* of fresh provisions, fresh water and of making some repairs, took him 
’ to Gribesitar, and gave the Toulon Fleet a transient opportunity, which 

* it made use of. 

* August 17th, at 8 in the evening, Boscawen, at Gibraltar (some 

* of his mips still in dishabille or under repair), was hastily apprised 

* by oOe of Frigates, That the Toulon Fleet had sailed ; been seen« 

* Vhdhly at Cluta Point so many hours ago. Meaning, ” as Boscawen 

* guesses^ ** to be through the Straits this very night 1" By power of 

* the dishabille ships were rapidly got buttoned together (in 

* hours) 5 and by ip j».m, all were under sail. And soon were 

* in hot^tfliase; the game being now in view,^-«going at its utmost through 

* as anfidpated. At 7 next morning {Saturday August i Zth) 
got clutch of the Toulon Fleet; still well east of fadis, 

^ somewhem in the Trafalgar waters, 1 should guess. Here ^scawen 
» Tmpelh(^, iu* axx, 037, 
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* Ibttght and chased the Toulon Fleet, for 34 hours cozni«|: J d)roipe St 

* finally ashore, at Lagos on the coast of Portugal, Avilh Iwe tjf its hte 

* ships burnt or t^en, its crew’s and other ships ifying by land 

^ water, its poor mortally wounded j and the Toidan fh^ A 

* ruined article. .The wind had •been capricious, here fi^h, there 

* calm ; now favouring the hunters, now the hunted j both Pleats had 

* dropped in tvio. I)e la Clue, the French Admiral, complained bit- 

* terly how his Captains lagged, or shore-off and forsook hhn. Bos* 

^ cawen himself, who for his own share had gone at it eag]e4^(^ 

* heard grumbling, about want of speed in some people ; ; 

* ** It is well ; but it might have been better 

* De la Clue, — fallen long ago from all notions of 

* the Mediicnanean,” — ^had modestly intended to get through, oU jmv 
‘ terms, into the Ocean; might tlien, if possible, have joined the 

* Invasion Squadion,” now lying at Brest, till Vannes and the W- 

* nishmgs are leady, or have tried to be troublesome in the rear trf 

* Hawke, who is blockading all that. A modei»t outlook in p!>m^h 

* son ; — and this is what it also has come to, As ibr the Grand £nva* 

* Sion Squadion, Admiral Conflans, commanding it, still h<^lds-up hi$ 

* head m Brest Harbour, and talks big. Makes Uttle of Rodney^s 

* havoc on the Flatbottoms at Havre, ** Will soon have Hatbosttolaas 

‘ again ; and you shall see P* — if only Hawke, and wind and weaftS^ 

* and Fortune, will permit,’ 


Austrian Rdchs Army does its crowning Fetti (Attest ^ 6 th 
— September 4 th) ; Diary of wkat is called the 
of Dresden* 


Since the first weeks of August there been At»st4n»i 
detachments, Wehla’s Corps, Brentano’s Corps, entering S$^Qny 
firom the north-east or Daun-ward side, and posting themselves 
in the strong points looking towards Dresden ; w^itin|; thetb 
till the Reichs Army should capture its Leapzigs, itorgans, 
Wittenbergs, and roll torward from north-west To «|Hl«irhicd* 
it is easy to fancy what an impetus was given by 
,and August r^th; the business, aft^r th^ g(^ing'^on ##1^^ 
quick, and pointing to immediate practical indostr 
The Reichs Army hastens to settle its norih-westem TciWhS* 
puts du^ jjarrison in each, leaves a lo or 

f eneral ^irptection, m those parts : and, August 
sir Dresden. There are only some 15,000 left of ft ftqw; 
hlimm Wf the |let<^s Army drunMp ia that tnanhOTt 


ni^a|;Kt»a, ii. ill Hi* Be la <!^ue, the Fretich*Adial3rar» l^^^atch ; 
^^Boscawes** Ikspatch, in CmikmafCt xxbc, 434. 
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Daun mwi^p^ing forth hts Maguire with a lra$h ia,Qoo; 
mb^ H to aunmanii the Wehla? aod Bretitano$ as welt* Aad* 
in to be Austrian Chief, and as regards practical matters, 
Wfanager of this important Enterprise, — liU-iifportant to Daun 
j^st povTa Schmettau in Dresaen sees clearly^what mischief is 
et hai^d, 

To Oaun this Siege of Dresden is the alpha to whatever 
omegas there may be : he and his Soltikof are to sit waiting 
ahd can attempt nothing but eating of provender, till this 
bo achieved. As the Siege was really important, though not 
qllltc the alpha to all omegas, and has in it curious points and 
^ysiognomic traits, we will invite readers to some transient 
Inspection of it, — the rather as there exist ample contemporary 
.N^irratives, Diariums and authentic records, to render that pos- 
191^ and easy.^4 

* Ever since the ntmour of Kunersdorf,* says one Diarium, com- 
piled out of many, ‘ in the last two weeks of August, Schmettau’s need 
^ df vigilance and diligence ha<i been on the incic.xse, his outlooks be- 
^teoming grimmer and grimmer. lie has a poonsh (Jarrison for num- 

(3*700 in all^), and not of the best cpialityj descitcis a good few 
*of them: willing enough for stiokes^ fighting follows all, and ol ad- 

* venturous turn, but uncertain as to loyalty in a case of pinch. He 

* has endless .stores in the place; for one item, almost a million sterling 

* of ready-money. Poor Schmettau, if he knew it, has suddenly be- 

* come the Leonidas of this Campaign, Diesden its Thennopylge ; and^ 
—But readers can conceive the situation. 

* August loikf Schmettau quits the Neustadt, 01 noithem part of 
^ Dresden^ which lies beyond the River: imimpoitant that, and inde- 

* fem^lMe with garrison not adequate; Schmettau uill stiengihen the 
^ Klver^'bank, blow-up the. Stone Bridge if neces»aiy, and lestnct him- 

* «elf to Dresden Proper. The Court is here; Schmettau does not hope 

* thai the Court can avert a Siege from him; but he fails not to try, m 
^ that way too, and may at least gain time. 

* Au^s^ He has a Mine put under the main ai ch of the 
‘Bridget **mme llUmade, uncertain of effect,'^ repents the Officer 

* he sent to inspect it. But it was never tried, the mere rumouj 

‘ attacks on that side. Same day, August a5th, Schmettau 

* teCdw that unfortunate Royal Missive'* written m the dark days of 

* l^^wein^morrow of Eunersdorf (14th or 13th August)/ which we 

* That there is another Letter on the road for lum, in- 
^ ** Relief fihaU be tried/* is unknown to Schmettau, and fatally 


« ft 'jCa a»d Ctueful Narrative ; in Animyrnim 

^ ^ exflwsis/ by some Eye-witness ui Presden. 


SfoiUMW A 4ar} has 'August aTthif 
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* oontiAues ttnlmown. While Sclimettau is reading this (Angnat; acth)* 

* CJetiewd Wunsch has been on the road four days : Wtuisch and WnU 

* fersdorf with about 8,000, at their quickest pace, and in a hue winged 
^ frame of mind wijj^al, sfre speeding on: win cross Elbe at Meiss<ni W‘ 

* morrow night, — ^Sid Schmettau dhly know. People say hO did,, in 

* the way of rumotfr, understand that Kunersdorf had not been the faiial 
‘ thing it was thought; and that eiforts would be made by a King 

* his. In his place one might have, at least, shot-ottt a spy of two ? 

* But he did not, then or afterwards. 

* Already, ever since the arrival of Wehla and Brentano hi those 

* parts, he has been labouring under many uncertainties { too fl>r 
‘ a Leonidas I Hanging between Yes and No, even abqnt thnt 

* ting the Neustadt, for example : carrying over portions of his goods, 

* but never heartily the whole ; unable to resolve ; now lifting visibly 

* the Bridge pavement, then again visibly restoring it -and, I think, 

* though the contrary is asserted, he had at last to leave in the Ngd*- 
‘ stadt a great deal of stores, horse-provender and other, not needhd tO 
‘ him at present, or impossible to carry, when dubiety got ended. He 

* has put a mine under the Bridge; but knows it will not go aft, 

* Schmettau has been in many wars, but this is a case that tides hll 

* soldier qualities as none other has ever done. A case of endless ifii 

* tricacy, — if he be quite equal to it; which perhaps he was notalto^ 

* ther. Nobody ever doubted Schmettau’vS high qualities as a man and 

* captain; but here are requisite the very highest, and these Schmettau 

* has not. The result was very tragical ; I suppose, a pain to Fried* 

* rich all his life after ; and certainly to Schmettau all his. This is 

* Saturday night 25th August: before Tuesday week (September 4tb) 

* there will have sad things arrived, irremediable to Schmettau^ Had 
‘ Schmettau decided to defend himself, Dresden had not bean taken. 

‘ What a pity Schmettau had not been spared this Missive, calculated 
‘ to produce mere doubt ! Whether he could not, and should after 
‘ a ten days of inquiry and new discernment, have been able to mad 

* the King^s true meaning, as well as the King^s momentary humour, 

* In this fatal Document, there is no decidii^. Sure enou^ he did 

* not read the King’s true meaning in it, but only tlic King’s momcntaxy 

* humour; did not frankly set about d ^fending himself to the death,-— 
‘or “ seeing’* in that way “ whether he could not defend himself,”— 

* with a good capitulation lying in the rear, after he had. 

* * Suntky August Trumpet at the gates. MAsengjr from 
^ Zwmbrdck is introduced blindfold^ brings formal Summons to Schmet- 
‘ tau. Summons duly truculent: “Resistance vain; more you 
‘resist, the'^v'orse it w|ll be,— and there is a worst” (that 

' delivered to the Croats, and massacitKl eVety man), “ of which why 

* should I .speak ? Esfwcially if in anything you fail of your 4^1^ ^ 

^ thd KurVPritUE'* ^Elc^ral ihrmoC and Heir^Apparent, poor eroqk^ 
backed youhg Gentkiniuii, who has an excellent spri^tly Wife» a 
friend of Friedrich’s andi daughter of the late Kaiser V 1 X.» whom 
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we Used so beautifully), ** imagine what your fate will be I”-^To which 

* Sehmettau answers: ‘‘Can Dnrchlaucht think us ignorant of the 

* common rules of b^viour to Persons of ti^t Rank ? For the rest, 
^ Durohlancht knows wjiat our duties here are, anc)|would despise us if 

* we did ^ do them;** — and, in Ihort, our answer again is, in polite 
^ forms, ‘*Pooh, pooh; you may go your way!”* Upon which the 

* hfeasei^gfer is blindfolded again ; and Schmettau sets himself in hot 

* earnest to clearing-out his goods from the Neustadt ; building with 

* huge intertwisted cross-beams and stone and earth-masses a Battery 

* alim own end of the Bridge, batteries on each side of it, below and 
^ hho!^ ;^locks the Gates; and is passionately busy all Sunday, — 
‘ though divine service goes on as usual. 

‘ Hardly were the Prussian guns got away, when Croat people in 

* miantity came in, and began building a Batteiy at their end of the 

* Bridge, the main defence-work being old Prussian meal-barrels, handily 
*' hlled with earth. “ If you fire one cannon-ball across on us,** said 

* Schmettau, “ I will bombard the Neustadt into flame in few minutes** 

* (I have only to aim at our Ifay Magazine yonder) : “be warned !** 
‘ Nor did they once fire from that side; Electoral Highness withal and 

* Royal Palace being quite contiguous behind the Prussian Bridge-Bat- 

* tery* Electoral Highness and Household are politely treated, make 
'•polite answer to everything; intend going down into the ^^Apotheke^' 

* (iGtchen suite), or vaulted part of the Palace, and will lodge there 
‘ when the Cannonade begins. 

‘This same Sunday Augtist Maguire arrived; and set in- 
‘ stantly to building his bridge at Pillnitz, a little way above Dresden : 
‘ at Uebigau, a little below Dresden, the Reichsfolk have another, 

* Reichsfolk, Zweibruck in person, come all in on Wednesday; post 

* themselves there, to north and west of the City. What is more im- 

* pOftant, the siege-guns, a superb stock, aie steadily floating, through 
‘ the Pirna regions, hitherward; get to hand on PViday next, the fifth 
‘day lienee.*^ Korbitz (halfway out to Kesselsdorf) is Durchlaucht’s 

* headquarter:-— Chief General is Durchlaucht, conspicuously he, at 
‘z least in theory, and shall have all the glory; though Maguire, glanc- 
“ on these cannon, were it nothing more, has probably a good deal 
‘ to say* Maguire too, I observe, takes post on that north or KesseK- 

* dptf aide; contiguous for the Head General. Wehla and Brentano 
‘ post thOTSelves on the south or up-stream side ; it is they that handj 

* in the rie^-guns : batteries are already everywhere marked-out, t 

‘ C|mnon*batteries and 5 howitzer. In short, from the morrow ot that 
‘ j^ummonsj, Monday morning to Thursday, there is hot stir 

* of^rniiltiforious preparation on Schmettau*s part; and continual pour- 

* df the hostile force, who are also preparing at the utmost. 
^ TS«Uf*day, the Siege, if it can be called a Siege, begins. Gradually, 

asfolfows: , 

j > 30th), Schmettau, who is, night and 

Teanpelhc^, p. azo. * 
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♦day, “palisading the River,” and much else, -*-discli»se» (that is, 

^ Break Day discloses on his part) to the Dresden public it^h«i$e Oah* 
Mows, black, huge, of impressive aspect; labelled ‘‘For Flunderers, 

‘ Mutineers and ti^ir Helpers. The Aitsti-Son heavy guns are not yet 
‘ in battery; bur multitudes of locie Croat people go swamitig about 

* everywhere, and*theire is plentiful firing from such artilleries as they 

* have. This same Thursday morning, two or three battalions of them 
‘ rush into the Viina Suburb; attack the Prussian (liuard^parties 'd^ere. 

* Schmettau instantly dispatches Captain Kolias and a Tmmpek^^ 
“ Durchlaucht, have the goodness to recall these Croat Partiesi*oWM!!r'' 

* wise the Suburb goes into darnel And directly on arrived 

‘ Messenger, may it please Durchlaudit. For we have comp* 3 t |)04 the 

* time; and will not wait beyond what is reasonable for his retUrUl” 

* Zweibiuck is meic indignation and astonishment; “ will bum Hallo,” 

“ bum Quedhnburg, Beilm itself, and utterly ruin the King of Prusfiila’a 

* Dominion in geneial: — the rejoinder to which is, burning oCFi|Tta 

* Submb, as predicted ; seventy houses of it, this evening, at siJc 

‘ Onwanl from which time there is on both sides, especially on 

* Schmettau’s, diligent artillery practice; cannonade kept-up wherever 

* Schmettau can see the enemy busy; enemy responding wk^ wtuMl ai‘'*‘ 
‘ iilleiy he has : — not much damage done> I should think, thoi^ 4 

* great deal of noise ; and for one day (Saturday September JtJja), 

* Diarist notes, “Not safe to walk the streets this day,” But, ja 

‘ the Siege, as they call it, — which fdl dead on the fifth day, and Was 

* never well alive, — consists mainly of menace and counter-menace, in 

* the way of bargain*making and negotiation ;--^and, $0 far as X can gather, 

‘ that superb Paik of Austrian Artillery, though built into batteries, 

* and talked about in a bullying manner, was not fired from at aJL 

‘ Schmettau affects towards the enemy (and towards himself, 1 dare 
^ .say) an air of iron finnness; but internally has no such 

* “ calls a Council of War,” and the like. Council of War, on sight 

* of that King’s Missive, confirms him with one voice s “ Suredy, 

‘ Excell emt; no defence possible I” Which is a prophecy and a fidfil* 
‘ ment, Ixith in one. Why Schmettau did not shoobforth a spy jtW two, 

* to ascertain for him What, or whether Nothing whatever, WIW pass- 
‘ ing outside Dresden ? I never under itond ! Beyond his own Walls^ 

‘ the world is a vacancy and blank to Schmettau, and he seems con- 

* tent it should be so. 

* ' Sejftemkr %d. Though Schmettatt^s cinnotfiide was very 

‘ loud, and liad been so all night, divine su^ndee vm held as itsual, 
‘ Streets safe again, — Asistrians, I suppose, not firing ^ith oani|iGm« 

* About 4 f after a ^tat dea) of powdtjr spent, General Maguire, 
‘ Stopping but on Kibe Bridge, blpwS or heats Appeal, three rii#e^ ; 

* “ wis|)i^ a mementos conversation Ivilh his Excellency,” Grartfod as 
‘ once: vrifewNses at|cnd|«g ou both sides, “ Defence is impossible; 

* hs t& namte of humai4ty, consider!” urges Maguires “ Defence to 

e A iii. 373. 
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^ ti|« M loaa of us }$ eeri:#!n«” a]%swm from tl^e teofH 

< kk the engages to f\xt on paper, in ease he, hy 

* extHJWiy of iU-'lncki have at any time to accept terms, what bis terms 

* v^lU inflcifibly he* Upon which there is Armi^jpcc till Tomorrow ;** 

* Maguire, I doubt not, re|a)rts joyfully on this feeling of the 

* enetny*^ pulse, Zweibruck and Maguire are vtrf well aware of what 

* ia paseing in these neighbourhoods (General Wunsch back at Wit- 

* tenbeig by forc^ marches ; blew it open in an hour) ; and are grow- 

* iHg hi^ly anxious that Dresden on any terms were theirs. 

^ Monday Se^emher The death-day of the Siege ; an imcom- 
busy day,*^though Armistice lasted perfect till 3 n.M., and 
♦,eOien came^hack more perfect than ever. A Siege not killed by 

* cannon, but by medical industry. Let us note witli brevity the suc- 
^ passive symptoms and appliances. About sseven in the morning Ma- 
^ gutre had his Messengei in Dresden, *'Your Kxcellency^s Paper 

* ready Nearly ready,” answeis Schmettau; ‘<we will send it 

* by U Messenger of our own.” And about eleven of the day Maguire 

* does get it rthe same Captain Kolias (whose name w'e recollect) 

, ' handing it in 5 and statue-like wailing Answer. “Pshaw', this will 

* neuer do,” ejaculates Maguire; “ terms irrationally high !” Captain 
^ Mdliaa ** knows nothing of what is in the Paper; and is cliarged only 
•to bring a Written Answer from Excellenz. ” Excellexu, before writing, 

* have to consult with Durchlaucht can, however, as if con- 

* fidentially and from feelings of friendship, can assure you, Sir, on 

< my honour, That the Garrison will be delivered to the Croats, and 

* every man of it put to the sword. ‘‘The Garrison wdll expect that 

‘ (mr 4 JOat said iCoUas, statue-like; and wdthdrew'^, with 

‘ the proper bow^ Something interesting to us in these Military diplo- 

* matic passages, with their square-elbowed fashions, and politeness 
‘stiEuairont 

* Not till three of the afternoon does the Wiitten Answer reach 
^ Sjphmettatt : “Such Terms never could be accepted.” — “Good,” 
^ answern Schmettau ; “To our last breath no others wall be offered.” 

* And commences cannonading again, not very violently, but with the 
‘ order, “Go on, then, night and day I” 

‘ About JO at night, General Guasco, a truculent kind of man, 
‘ whom I have met with up and down, but not admitted to memory, 
‘beats Appeal on the Bridge; “Inform the Commandant that there 
^ will now Straightway 13 batteries of cannon, and 5 ditto of howitztrb 
^ Open an him, unless he bethinks himself 1 ” Which dreadfiil message 
. ^ is taken jjp Schmsettau, “ Wi$h the gentleman good -evening,” orders 
^ Sehmettau; “ and say we will an^wdr with 100 guns,” Upon whicli 

* vanishes; — but returns in not; inany minutes, milder in tojiC ; 

* fpquesd® sight of that Writtetji Taper of Terms again*” “There 
*fj; still is,” answers Schmettau, “not altered, nor ever .shall be.” 
^ And there hk Arinistice again ^^--and the Siege, as turns out, has fired 

«» Tempelhof, Hi ait. , * 
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*it$last^ot; and is painfully expiring in paroxysms of negotiation, 

* which continue a good many hours. Schmettau strives to u^erstand 
‘ clearly that his terms (of the King^s own suggesting, as Schmettau 

* Batters himself) arf^ accented; nor does Durchlaucht take upon him 

* to refuse in any pomt ; but he is sttangely slow to sign, still hoping 
‘ to mend matters. ^ 

* Much hithering and thithering there was, till 4 next morning 

* (Ourchlaucht has important news from Toigau, at that moment) ; till 

* II next day; till 4 in the afternoon and later, — ^Guosco and others 

* coming with message after message, hasty and conciliatory: ** Dureh*^ 

* laucht at such a distance, his signature not yet come ; but be patient $ 

* all is right, upon my honour!’* Very great hurry evident on the part 
‘ of Guasco and Company ; but nothing suspected by Schmettau. Wl, 

* dusk or daikncss threatening now to supervene, Maguire and Schmet* 

‘ tau with respective suites have a Conference on the Bridge,—.^** lUia 
' falling very heavy.” Duichlaucht’s signature, Maguire is astonished 
‘ to say, has not yet come ; but Maguhe pledges his honour *^that all 

* shall be kept without chicane ;** and adds (what to some of us seemed 

* not superfluous aflei wards), “lam incapable of acting falsely or with 

* chicane. ” In fact, till 9 in the evening there was no signature by 

* Durchlaucht ; but about 6, on such pledge by Maguire of his hana 

* and his honour, the Siege entiiely gave*up the ghost; and Drcsdfltf* 

* belonged to Austria. Tuesday Evening 4th September 17595 SUn^ 
‘ just setting, could anybody see him for the rain. 

* Schmettau had been over-hasty ; what need had Schmettau of 

* haste ? The terms had not yet got signature, perfection of .setUesment 

* on every point ; nor were they at all well kept, when they did I Con- 

* siderable fluiry, temporary blindness, needless hurry, and neglect of 

* symptoms and precautions, must be imputed to poor Schmettau ; 

* whose troubles began from this moment, and went on increasing. 

* The Austrians are ah cad y besetting Elbe Bridge, rooting-up the her- 
^ ring-bone balks ; and approaching our Blockhouse,-— Sooner than waa 

* expected. But that is nothing. On opening the Fima Gate, to share 

* it with the Austrians, Friedrich’s Spy (sooner had not liecn possible 

* to the man) was waiting ; who handed Schmettau that Secondt Letter 

* of Friedrich’s, “ Courage ; there is relief on the road J” Foor 

* Schmettau !’ 

^ ^ Wliat Captain Kolias and the Prussian Garrisa 1 thought 
of all this, Mef were perhaps shy of saying, and we at such 
distance are not informed, —except by one .«vymptoij9 : that of 
Colond Hoftman, Schmettau’s Second, whose Indignation does 
become tragically evident. Hofifman, a rugged Prussian vote- 
is ind^mant at the Capitulation itseh ; doubly and trebljr 
indignant O Jnd the Austrians on Elbe Bridge,^busy raising 
our "Nt|ery: “How is this, Sir?’* inquires he of 
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Captain Sydow, who is on guard at the Prussian end ; ** How 
da^ you make this change^ without acquainting the Second 
in Command ? Order-out your men, ai^ come along with me 
to clear the Bridge again V* §ydow hesitatei, haggles ; indig- 
^nant Hodman, growing loud as thunder, pulls^ut a pistol, fatal* 
looking to disobedient Sydow; who calls to his men, or whose 
men spring-out uncalled ; and shoot Hoffman down, — send two 
haEs through him, so that he died at 8 that night. With noise 
enough, then and afterwards. Was drunk, said Schmettau*s 
people. Friedrich answered, on report of it : I think as Hoff- 
** man did. "If he was ‘drunk,* it is pity the Governor and all 
the Garrison had not been so, to have come to the same 
'^judgment as he.**®® Friedrich’s unbearable feelings, of grief 
and i^ignation, in regard to all this Dresden matter, — which 
are not expressed except coldly in business form, — can be fan- 
cied, by all readers. One of the most tragical bits of ill-luck 
that ever befell him, A very sore stroke, in his present con- 
dition ; a signal loss and affront. And most of all, unbearable 

ink how narrowly it has missed being a signal triumph 
missed actually by a single hair’s-breadth, which is as good as 
by a mile, or by a thousand miles ! 

Soon after 9 o’clock that evening, Durchlaucht in person 
came rolling through our battery and the herring-bone balks, 
to visit Electoral Highness, — which was not quite the legal 
time either. Durchlaucht had not been half an hour with Elec- 
toral Highness, when a breathless Courier came in : “ General 
Wunsch within ten miles** (took Torgau in no-time, as Durch- 
laucht well knows, for a week past); “ and will be here before 
we sleep t” Durchlaucht plunged-out, over the herring-bone 
balks again (which many carpenters are busy lifting) ; and the 
^Electoral Highnesses, in like manner, hurry-off to Toplitz that 
same night, about an hour after. What a Tuesday Night ! 
Poor Hoffman is dead at 8 o’clock ; the Saxon Royalties, since 
II, are gaHloping for Pirna, for Tdplitz ; Durchlaucht of Zwet- 
briick we saw hurrying-off an hour before them, — Capitulation 
signature inot yet dry, and terms of it beginning to be broken ; 
and Wunsch reported to be within ten miles I 

The Wunsch report is perfectly correct. Wunsch is at 

Gtossenhayn this evening ; all in a fiery mood of swiftness, 

^ • 

P.a. in Aufograph of Letter to Schmettau, ‘Waldswi, tith September 1759* 
iJPren^s, xi. : Urkmtdenfmck, p 45). ^ • 
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4th Bqjt? 

hk |>eopk ^tid hfe ; — and indeed it is, by chatice, otie of Widif- 
eif^dntf s Impetiiositifcs th^ has sent iht news sq fast Watiscb 
hid been a$ swift witl|>Torgatt as he i^rith Wiitehb^t^j^t M 
MeW-out the ppot^Reichs Garri^^n there by instant storm, aftH 
packed it oft* to Lsiptig, under charge of ‘ an Olficet ahd v 
pet:’-^he had, greatly against his will, t6 rest two days fheriii 
for a few indispensable cahnon from Magdeburg. Cannoh 
onto come, Wunsch, burning for deliverance of Dresden, Had 
again started at his swiftest, * Monday 5d September* (iliteaHI* 
day of the Siege), *vcry early.* 


' He is under 8,000; but he is detentimed to do it; — and WOMM 

* have done it, think judges, half-thinks S^weibriitk himself s StMdk a 

* fire in that Wunsch and his Cories as is very dangerous indefed^ At 

* 4 this morning, Zweibruck heard of his being on march: 

‘ uncertain” — (numbers .seemingly not the important point,— •blows ail|f 
' number of m aljout our business I) — and since that moment 

* bruck has driven the capitulation at such a pace ; though the 

* Schmettau .suspected nothing. 

* Afternoon ol Tuesday Wunsch, approaching GrossenhayO, hkd 
‘detached Wolfcrsdori witli 100 bght horse rightward.s to Orbddl^ 

* boating Village on Itlbe slioie, To seek news of Dresden; also to MO 

* if boats ai e pi ocui abl e foi cai ryiiig our artillery up thither. At GrbdeJ* 

‘ Wolfersdorf finds no boats that wdll avail: but certain boat-*ppople> 

* new fiom Diesdui, icpoit that no capitulation had been publlidwsd 
‘ when they left, but that it uas understood to be going on, l^ew spur 

* to Wolfersdorf and AVunsch. WTolfersddrf hears farther in ihh Vit- 
‘lage, Thai there aie some thirty Austrian horse in (Irossefibayu;''— 

‘ “Possible these may escape General' Wunsch !*^ thinks Woififtrsdorfj 

* and deckles to have them. Take.s thhiy men of his Own; ordem the 
‘ other seventy to hold right vvaid, gather what intelligence i» goings 
‘ and follow more leisurely ; and breaks-olT for the Grosscahayti^Dres- 
‘ den Highway, to interc opt those fellowa. 

‘Getting to the highway, WolfeTsd!girf.does see the Ihllow^^ f.ees 

* also, — with what degree of horror I do not know,— that there ate* 

* at least too of tliem against his 30 I ttorfor Will do nothing for 

* Wolfersdorf, nor are his other yo now within reach. Putting a bold 

‘ Vace on the maltei, he conunaudb, Htentor4ike, if it wcjt: fact i 

* “Grenadiei^, wan/t ; Dragoons, to right forwards, •^dteel ; 


* Jarwet nil Maiu n I ’—ami does tenaficaliy da&h forwijhi wi|h thn thirty 
‘ Hassai's, dr lust item ol the invoiced leaving lli!t»<othcrs to fhUpiyw 
‘ The Austrians diavv hriijlc uiih ah»o>!ftn^nt ; fire-oljfthmr 

‘ hike to tMr hee|t<, and do not «:top (or hioife. 

* fit of Ktoof fif Orossenhftyft ? atnl sends the pi 

* gallqpJhgf Wh|) bnng the above news to lJtirchtaiiM?l>t of 
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\ * 2$Mr«lbrS€k : i«,dO«> of may it plaase y<mr Bamhlaucht ^ sittok 

'* atocoimts we had poor Sctoettau^^ Whigs ! 

^ the mon0w Dresden wa& roused Irom its sleep % loud firing 
*ehd battle, audible on the north side of tUc River: before day* 
f Veak^ and all day/’ It is Wun«;h impetuously^usy in the woody 

* Odum^bs there. Durchlaupht had shot-out Genesis and Divisions, 
•feehtano, Wehla, this General and then that, to intercept Wunsch: 

* the^ the fiery Wunsch,*— almost as if they had been combustible ma- 

* tedal coining to quench fire, — ^repels and clashes back, in a wonderful 

* maimer, General after General of them. And is lord of the field all 

* dagr:-“^t cannot hear the least word from Dresden; w'hich is a sur- 

* pthdhg circumstance. 

^ In the afternoon Wunsch summons Maguire in the Neiistadt : 

* ^ Will answer you in two hours,” said Maguire. Wunsch thereupon 

* la hfc attacking their two Pontoon Elbe-Bridges ; still resolute for 

* Dresden, '«***attd orders Wolfcrsdorf on one of them, the Uebigau Bridge, 

* finds the enemy lifting it at any rate, and makes them do it 
^ |Wdr. But night is now sinking; fiom Sebmettau not a word or sign. 

^ 4 ^Silence over there, all day; not a single cannon to or from,” say 

* Wunsch and Wolferiiorf to one another. ‘‘ Schmettau must have 
^ capitttliated 1” conclude they, and withdiaw in the night-time, still 

tf molested 5 bivoxiack at Grossenhayn, after twenty-four 

* Ibours of continual march arid battle, not lime even for a snatch of 
‘ibod.*» 


^ Resting at Gro^tsenhayn, express reaches Wunsch from his Com- 

* mutuant at Torgau: ^‘Kleefeld is come on me from Leip^ig with 

* 14,000! I cannot long hold -out, unless lelievecl.” Wunsch takes 

* the road again; two marches, each of twenty miles. Reaches Torgau 

* late; takes post in the ruins of the Noith Suburb, fiivU be must fight 

* Kleefeld* Refreshes his men with a keg of wine per Company,” 

* surely a judicious step ; and sends to Wolfersdorf, who has the rear- 

* guard, ** Be here with me tomorrow at ro.” Wolfeisdorf starts at 4, 

* is here to : and Wunsch, having scanned Kleefeld and hts Posi- 

* tion’ {a Position strong t/ you are <lexterous to maiuvuvre in it ; 
capable of being ruinous if you are not, — part of the Position of a 
bigger JBatiie €>/ Tor^itt^ which is coming), — ‘flics at Kleeield and his 

* 14,000 like a cat-o’-mountain; takes him on the left flank: — Kleefeld 

* and such overplus of thousands ate standiJig a little to wcst-atid-souUi 

* of TcMgatifAviih the (a desolate big reedy mere, or JVme 

stiE ofibring the idle Torgauer a melancholy sport there) ‘ as 

* a ptotoctiq^ to their right; but with no evolution-talent, or none in 

^ to Wunsch’s; — and accordingly are cut *to pieces by 

‘ Wnnieb; /and blown to the winds, as their fellows have all been. 


^ Wdn$cb, absolute Fatq forbidding, could not save Dresden : 

> ^ Aut /01 d§s row fFmsc/ft bty 

Sffmtmr in Snytarth, lU 6to<)-6o8w 

w am S xy'K)* Tort^au^ vor^*i/aiienm AciiDft t 

ta 11. uv^j, 610. T<.»iuK.ihur, ?»» 
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but he is here lord of the Northern regions 
but Leipzig now in the enemy’s hand can await FtocSct 
who is on march with a stronger party to begin business here. 
It is reckoned, tf^ere Sre few more brilliant little bits of Soldi^n* 
ing than this of^Wunsch’s. Ai! the more, as his men, for mosg 
part, were not Prussian, but miscellaneous Foreign spirits of* 
uncertain fealty : roving fellows, of a fighting turn, attrajCted 
by Friedrich’s fame, and under a Captain who had the art of 
keeping them in tune. Wunsch has been soldiering, in a dili- 
gent though dim miscellaneous way, these five-and-twenty 
fought in the old Turk Wars, under disastrous Seckendortiw. 
Wunsch a poor young Wiirtemberg ensign, visibly busy there 
(1737-39), as was this same Schmettau, in the character of 
staff-officer, far enough apart from Wunsch at that time!*-*., 
fought afterwards, in the Bavarian service, in the Dutch, at 
Roucoux, at Lauffeld, again under disastrous people. Coiitd 
never, under such, find anything but subaltern work all this 
while ; was glad to serve, under the eye of Friedrich, a® 
Colonel of a Free Corps ; which he has done with much 
gence and growing distinction : till now, at the long last, his 
chance does come ; and he shows himself as a real General. 
Possibly a high career lying ahead; — a man that may be very 
valuable to Friedrich, who has now so few such left ? Fate had 
again decided otherwise for Wunsch ; in what way will be Seen 
before this Campaign ends: “an infernal Campaign/* accord- 
ing to Friedrich, Campagne infernaW* 

Finck, whom Friedrich had just detached from Waldau 
(wSeptember 6th) with a new S or 6,000, to command in chief 
in those parts, and, along with Wunsch, put Dresden out of 
risk, as it were, — Finck does at least join Wunsch, as wn shall 
mention in a little. And these Twq, with such Wolfersdorfs 
and people under them, did prove capable of making front 
'against Reichsfolk in great overplus of number. ’Jor ate far- 
ther sieges of those Northern Garrisons, but recaptures of them, 
the news one hears from Saxony henceforth;-— only,, that Dres- 
den is fatally gone. Irrecoverably, as turned ^ out, and in that 
unbearable fhanner. Here is the concluding scene: , 

Dresden^ Saturday SepUmher %ih ; Rxii SchmeUm^ * A thousjuid 

* time^, over, Scbaiettaii must have asdeed himself, “ Wj^y was I in smJi 

* a hurry Without caitse for it I, only Maguire having cause 1”— 
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* The Capitttlation bad been ended in a huddle, without signnlure ; an 

* linwi$e , Capitulation ; and it scandalously ill kept. Schmettau 

* was not to have marched till Monday lolh, — six clear days for pack- 

* ing and preparing; — ^but, practically, he has i% make three serve him; 

* and to go half-packed, or not paq^cd at all. Eillless chicanes do 
^ nrise^ ^*upon my honour — not even the Soo vM|^ns are ready for 
'♦ns; ♦♦Can’t your baggages go in boats, then?” ‘‘ No, nor shall !” 

* answers Schmettau, with blazing eyes, and heart ready to burst ; a 

* 3 uhmcttau living all this while as in Purgatory, or worse. Such 

* bttllyings from truculent Guasco, who is now witlioiu niuz/lc. Capi- 

* tulation, most imperfect in itself, is avowedly iufunged : King’s Ar- 

* lUlery,— ^which we had haggled for, and ended by “ hoping for,” to 

* Maguire that*rainy evening: why were we in such a hurry, too, and 

* blind to Maguire’s hurry ! — King’s Artillery, according to Duichlaucht 

* of ZweibrUck, when he actually signed within tlie walls, is Nicfit 

* (Not granted), except the Field part. ” King’s regimental 

* furnishings, all and sundry, were acco 7 'dirt^ and without visitation,” 

* on second thoughts, the Austrian Officials are of opinion there 
♦must really be visitation, must be inspection. May not some of 

* them belong to Polish Majesty?” In which sad process of inspection 

* there was incredible waste, Schmettau protesting ; and above half of 
aJSffliicaiew uniforms were lost to us. Our So pontoons, whicli were cx- 

* pressly baxgained for, are brazenly denied us: ‘‘20 of them arc 

* Saxon,” cry the Austrians; *‘who knows if they are not almost all 

* Saxon,”— upon my honour ! At this rate, only wait a day or two, 

* and fewer wagons than 800 will be needed I thinks Schmettau; and 

* consents to 18 river-boats; Boats in part, then; and let us luarch at 

* once. Accordingly, 

^ Satny day at 5 in the morning, Schmettau, with goods and 

‘ people, docs at last (lie out : across Elbe Bridge through the Neustaclt; 

* Prussians hve deep; a double laiik of Austrians, ranged on each 

* side, in ♦♦espalier” they call it,— espalier with gaps in it every licie 

* and there, to what purpose is soon evident. TJie march was so dis- 
‘ posetl (likewise for a purpose) that, all along, there were one or two 

* Companies of Prussian Fool; and then in the interval, caniages, can- 

* non, cavahy and hussars. Sebmettau’s cai'riagc is with the rearguaid, 

‘ Madam Schmettau’s well in the van ; — in two other caniages arc 

* two Prussian War-and-Domain Ministers.®* ♦♦ Managers of Saxon 

* Finance, ’^|licse Two;— who will have to manage elscwlnre than in* 
‘ l>a*esden l^cnceforth. Zinnow, Borck, they .Ut veritably there, rvith . 
♦their multiform Account Papers: of whom I know absolutely no- 

* thing,— extept (if anybody cared) that Zinnow, wdro “died of apoplexy 

* in Jmi0 following,” is probably of pursy reeP nosed type; and that 

* Bijirck* for certain, has a very fine face and figure; delicacy, checriul 

* d%nity," jn^rlbct genHemanhood in sliort, written on cveiy feature oi 

♦him; as by Fesne, and engraved by Schmidt, lor mytacci- 

i'** Amnyinoits </" in. 376, - 
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* dental behoof.** Curious to think of that elat>orate court^coat and 

* Bowing periwig, with this specific Borck, “old as the I>eviF^ ^whi^tn 

* I have had much trouble to identify), forming visible Of this 

* dismal Procession : tlj^e bright eye of Borck not smiling as Usual, but 
‘ clouded, thoughi-impassive ! Bi\i that of Borck or his Limners is not 

* the point. u 

* The Prussians have been divided into small sections, with a 

* of baggage-wagons and cavalry between every two. And no sooner 

* is the mass got in movement, than there rises from the Austrian part, 

‘ and continues all the way, loud invitation, “ Whosoever iS a brave 

* Saxon, a brave Austrian, Keichsman, come to us I Gaps in the 

* espalier, don’t you see !” And Schmettau, in the rear, with bagpge 
‘ and cavalry intervening, — ^nobody can reach Schmettau, Here is a 

* way of keeping your bargain ! The Prussian Officers struggle Stoutly; 

‘ but are bellowed-at, stmek-at, menaceil by bayonet and bullet, ^ — ^none 

* of them shot, I think, but a good several of them cut and wounded ; 

* — the Austrian Officers themselves in passionate points behaviU^ 

* shamefully, “ Yes, shoot them down, the (were it nothing else) heretic 
‘ dogs and being throughout evidently in a hot shivery fraiUe of 

* mind, forgetful of the laws. Seldom was such a Procession ; spite, 

* rage and lawless revenge blazing out more and more. On the whole, 

* there deserted, through those gaps of the espalier, about half*^'* 

‘ whole Garrison. On Madam Schmettau^s hammercloth there $at, in 

* the Schmettau livery, a hard-featured man, recognisable by keen eyes 

* as lately a Nailer, of the Nailer Guild here; who had been a spy for 
< Schmettau, and brought many persons into trouble : him teUr- 

* down, and trample hither and thither, —at last, into some Guard- 

* house near by. 

Schmettau ’s Protest against all this is vehement, solemnly 
circumstantial; but, except in regard to the tramidcd Nailgr 
(Zweibruck on that point “heartily sorry for the insult to your 
“ Excellency’s livery; and here the man is, with a thousand 
“ apologies”), Schmettau got no redress. Nor had Friedrich 
any, now or henceforth. Friedrich did at once, more to testify 
his disgust than for any benefit, order Schmettau : “ Hnlt at 
“ Wittenberg, not at Magdeburg As was pretended to he bar** 
“ gained. Dismiss your Escort of Austrians ther^^ bid them 
•» home at once, and out of your sight/* Schmettatf*himself he 
ordered to Berlin, to idle waiting. Never again employed 
Schmettau : for sixteen years that they toother, never 
saw his face more. 

PhKdigficvJf WUhtbnus Borck (Pern* *73® : Schmid$^ 

Bgrvbm, 17^^) i an excellent Pnftt artd Portrait. 

\ry A^tOf^fttous <if Hanthirfft til. 364-3715 (cometod 
cbtofly from ): Pmtest, and Correspondence in cottwqucnce. Is in Sey. 

fMTth, i». 6n 6a» ; In //ek^»hGefi;kickiff, &c. 
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Schmettau^s ill-fortune was much pitied, as surely it dc- 
to be, by all men. About Friedrich^s severity there was, 
imd still occasionally is, controversy held. Into which we shall 
Hot enter for Yes or for No. “You arc Ifke t^e rest of them !’* 
Writes Friedrich to him ; “whih the moment^romes for show- 
ing firmness, you fail in it .**27 Friedrich expects of others what 
alt Soldiers profess, — and what is in fact the soul of all noble- 
ness in their trade, — but what only Friedrich himself, and a 
select few, are in the habit of actually performing. Tried by 
the standard of common practice, Schmettau is clearly absolv- 
aWe ; a brolaen veteran, deserving almost tears. But that is 
not the standard which it will be safe for a King of men to go 
by. Friedrich, I should say, would be ordered by his Office, 
if Nature herself did not order him, to pitch his ideal very high ; 
and to be rather Rhadamanthine in judging about it. Friedrich 
was never accused of over-generosity to the unfortunate among 
bis Captains. 

After the War, Schmettau, his conduct still a theme of 
a yig tent, was reduced to the Invalid List: age now sixty- 
seven, but health and heart still very fresh, as he pleaded ; 
complaining that he could not live on his retiring Pension of 
3004 a year. “ Be thankful you have not had your head stritck- 
Oif by sentence of Court-Martial,” answered F riedrich. Schmet- 
r,ui, after some farther troubles from Court quarters, retired to 
Brandenburg, and there lived silent, poor but honourable, for 
his remaining fifteen years. Madam Schmettau came out very 
beautiful in those bad circumstances: cheery, thrifty, full of 
Ipyal patience; a constant sunshine to her poor man, whom she 
had preceded out of Dresden in the way wc saw. Schmettau 
was very quiet, still studious of War matters ‘sent the King’ 
once, — in 1772, while Polish Prussia, and How it could be for- 
tified, were the interesting subject, — ‘ a youjital,* whicii he had 
elaborated for himself, * of the Marches of Karl Twelfth in West 
Premsen .jjwhich was well received: “ApparcMitly the King* 
ndt angry with me farther?” thought Schmettau. A completely 
l!*etired old^man; studious, social, — ^the best men of the Army 
still his friends and familiars: — nor, in his own mind, any 
mutiny against his Chief ; this also has its beauty in a human 
life, my friend. So long as Madam Schmettau lived, it was 

* Waldau, toth 5 >eptembeir 17^9:’ in Preu^S *»• p. 44* • 

w $ee nis Son, ‘Captain Sqlimettau a modest intelhf’ent Book\ pp. 

^ 40 - 47 - • 
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well ; after her death, not well, dark rather, and growing darker ; 
and in about three years Schmettau followed (27th Octol;>cr 
1775), whither that good soul had gone. The elder Brother, 
—who was a distinguished Academician, as well a$ Fcjdmar* 
schall and Neg(!?tiator, — had died at Berlin, in Voltaire's time, 
1751. Each of those Schmettaus had a Son, in the Prussian 
Army, who wrote Books, or each a short Book, still worth read* 
ing.2‘’ But we must return. 

On the very morrow, September 5th, Daun, heard of the 
glorious success at Dresden; had not expected it till about the 
loth at soonest. FromTricbel he sends the news at gallop to 
Lieberose and Soltikof : “Rejoice with us, Excellenz: did not 
I predict it ? Silesia and Saxony both are ours ; fruits chiefly 
of your noble successes. Oh, continue them a very little T* 

“ Umph !'’ answers Soltikof, not with much enthusiasm : “ Send 
us meal steadily; and gain >ou, Excellenz’s self, some noble 
success r* Friedrich did not hear of it for almost a week Igjgr ; ^ 
not till Monday loth, — as a certain small Anecdote would of 
itself indicate. 

Sunday Evening 9th September, General Finck, with hls 
new 6,000, hastening on to join Wunsch for relief of Dresden, 
had got to Grossenhayn ; and was putting-up his tents, when 
the Outposts brought him m an Austrian Officer, who had come 
with a Trumpeter inquiring for the General. The Austrian 
Officer “ is in quest of proper lodgings for General Schmettau 
and Garrison” (fancy I'inck’s sudden stare 1); — “last night they 
lodged at Gross-D(;britz, tolerably to their mind : but the ques* 
tion for the Escort is, Where to lodge this night, if yonr Excel- 
lency could advise me ?” “ Herr, 1 will advise you to go back 
to Gross-Dobritz on the instant,” answers Finck grimly; “I 
shall be obliged to make yoiuind yourTrumpet prisoners, other- 
wise!” Exit Austrian OfiicCT. That same evening, Igo. Captain 
*!Kollas, carrying Schmettaifs sad news to the King,' calls on 
P inck in passing ; gives dismal details of the Capitulation and 
the Austifian way of keeping it; filling FiiiCk's mincl with sof- 
rowful indignation.'^^ 

Finck, — ‘let us add here, though in date it belongs a little 
elsewhere, — pushes on, not the less, to join Wunsch at Torgau ; 

^ Warftf 1778^ hy the Feldmartch.iirs Son; andtMs we have? 

just been < ifing;, bv the LKSutenaHt’-Gcnerars. 

Tenapelhof, wl 837. 
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joins Wunsch, straightway recaptures Leipzig, garrison prisoners 
(September 1 3th): recaptures all those north-western garrisons, 
--^multitudinous Reichsfolk trying, once, ^ to fight him, in an 
amazingly loud, but otherwise hglpless way {* of Korbitz* 
they call it) ; cannonading far and wide all day, and mana^u- 
vring about, here bitten-in upon, there trying to bite, over many 
leagues of Country; principally under Haddick’s leading 
who saw good to draw-off Dresden-ward next day, and leave 
Finck master in those regions. To Daun’s sad astonishment, 
•—in a moment of crisis, — as we shall hear farther on ! So 
that Saxony ft not yet conquered to Daun ; Saxony, no, nor 
indeed will be : — but Dresden is. Friedrich never could recover 
Dresden ; though he hoped, and at intervals tried hard, for a 
long while to come. 


CHAPTER VI. 

PRINCE HENRI MAKES A MARCH OE FIfTY HOURS ; THE 
RUSSIANS CANNOT l-lNl) LODGING IN SILESIA. 

The eyes of all had been bent on Dresden latterly; and 
there had occurred a great deal of detaching thitherward, and 
of marching there and thence, as wc have partly seen. And 
the end is, Dresden, and to appearance Saxony along with it, 
is Daun’s. Has not Daun good reason now to be proud of the 
cunctatory method? Never did his game stand better; and 
all has been gained at other people’s expense. Daun has not 
played one trump card ; it is those obliging Russians that have 
played all the trumps, and reduced the Enemy to nothing. 
Only continue that wise course, — and cart meal, with your 
whole strength, for the Russians ! — 

Safe behind the pools of Lieberose, Friedrich between them 
and Berlin, lie those dear Russians ; extending, Daun and they, 
like an ia^pissable military dike, with spurs of Outposts and* 
cunningly^vised Detachments, far and wide, — from beyond 
Bober or ujpiost Crossen on the east, to Hoyerswerda in Elbe 
Country on the west ; — dike of eighty miles long, and in some 
eastern parts of almost eighty broad ; so elaborate is Daun’s 
detaching qui^ity, in cases of moment. “ The King’s broken 

* vm der am ai September hey Karhitz (in Meissen Clountryf south 

KrOgis toff is a Village in this widc-sj^rcad ‘Action') vorgefalhnen Actio 7 i 
(Seyfarth, il 6ax-63o). Xempelhof, iii. 248, 958. • 
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Army on one side of us,“ calculates Daun ; Prince Henri*6 
on the other ; incommunicative they ; reduced to isolation^ 
powerless either or both of them against such odds. 
shall wait there/' please Heavefo, till Saxony be quite hnishea. 
Zweibruck, and ^)ur Detachments and Maguires, let them finish 
Saxony, while Soltikof keeps the King busy. Saxony finished> 
how will cither Prince or King attempt to recover it I After 
which, Silesia for us ; — and we shall then be near our Maga- 
zines withal, and this severe stress of carting will abate or 
cease.” In fact, these seem sound calculations; Friedrich is 
24,000; Henri 38,000; the military dike is, ofAu^triani^ 
75,000, of Russians and Austrians together 120,000. Dauii 
may faiily calculate on succeeding beautifully this Year: Saxdny 
his altogether ; and in Silesia some Glogau or strong Town 
taken, and Russians and Austrians wintering together in that 
Country. 

If only Daun do not tot) much spare his trump cards I But 
there is such a thing as excess on that side too : and peri^aga^ 
it is even the more luinous kind,— and is certainly the* more 
despised by good judges, though the multitude of bad may no^ 
tice It less. Daun is unwearied in his vigilances, in his infinite 
cartings of provision for himself and Soltikof, — ^long chains of 
Magazines, big and little, at Guben, at Gbrlitz, at Bautzen, 
Zittau, Friedland; — and does, aided by French Montalembert, 
all that man can to keep those dear stupid Russians in tune. 

Daun’s problem of carting provisions, and guarding his mul- 
tifarious posts, and sources of meal and defence, is not without 
its difficulties. Especially with a Prince Henri opposite; who 
has a superlative manoeuvring talent of his own, and m indus- 
try not inferior to Daun’s in that way. Accordingly, ever since 
August I ith-i 3th, when Daun moved northward to Triebel, and 
^ Henri shot-out detachments parallel to him, ‘‘to^ecure the 
Bober and our right flank, and try to regain communication 
with the King,” — still more, ever since August a2d, when Daun 
undertook that onerous cartage of meal fbrSoltikol as well 
self, the manoeuvring and mutual fencing and parrying^ betiyeeti 
Henri and him, has been getting livelier and livelier* Fain 
wOul^ Daun secure his numerous Roads and Magazines : as- 
siduously does He«|i threaten him in these poiilts, and try all 
means tb regain coinmunication with his Brother. Daun hs& 
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Magazines and interests everywhere ; Henri is everywhere dili*' 
gent to act on them. 

Daun in person, ever since Kunersdorf time, has been 
at Triebel ; Henri moved to %gan after hir|, but has left a 
lieutenant at Schmdttseifen, as Daun has a| Mark-Lissa: — 
here are Stiil new planets, and secondary ditto, with revolving 
moons. In short, it is two interpenetrating solar systems, 
gyrating, osculating and colliding, over a space of several 
thousand square miles, — with an intricacy, with an embroiled 
abstruseness Ptolemean or more ! Which indeed the soldier 
Vrho would khow his business, — (and not knowing it, is not he 
of ali solecisms in this world the most flagrant ?), — ought to 
study, out of Tempelhof and the Books ; but which, except in 
its results, no other reader could endure. The result we will 
make a point of gathering : carefully riddled-down, there are 
withal in the details five or six little passages which have some 
sMdow of interest to us ; these let us note, and carefully omit 
rest : 

<U Landsknt * Fouquet was t\\ice attacked at Lands- 

* hut ; hut made a lucky figure both limes. Attack first was by 
‘ Deville ; attack second by llarscb. Early in July, not long after 

* Friedrich had left for Schmottseifen, msh Devi lie (a rash creature, 

* and then again a laggard, swift where he should be slow, and vice 

* versd) again made trial on Landshut and Fou(|uet; but was beauti- 

* fttfly de^t with ; taken in rear, in flank, or I forget how taken, but 

* sent galloping through the Passes again, with a loss of many Prison- 
^ Urs, most of his furnitures, and all his presence of mind ; whom Daun 

* thereupon summoned out of those parts, “ Hitherward to Mark-Lissa 

* with your Corps ; leave Fouquet alone 

* After which, Fouquet, things being altogether quiet round him, 
^ was summoned, with most part of his force, to Schmottseifen ; left 

* General Goltr (a man we have met before) to giiard Landshut ; and 

* was in fair hopes of proving helpful to Prince Henri, — when Harsch' 
(Haiach by himself this time, not Harsch and Deville as usual) ‘ thought 

* here w^his opportunity; and came with a great apparatus, as if to 

* ttW^owWandshut whole. So that P'ouquet had to hurry-off rein* 

* ibrceUients thither ; and at length to go himself, leaving Stutterheim 

* in hlis at Schmdttseifen. Goltz, however, with his small hand- 
^ fiad, ^ond well to his work. And there fell-out sharp fencings at 

* Ls^d^l^^-^^peclaUy one violent attack on our outposts ; the Aus- 

^ tirians >qull!e trkmphant ; till ** a couple of cannon open on them from 
< the next some violent Werner or other charge-in upon 

f iSm dif UnUrnthmungen des Feuquetschen CorpSt im fulius 2759: 

In iSeyliwrth* JSeyi»jBeH^ U. 58 a» 566 . ♦ 



?Co LIKE TO BE OVERWHELMED. 

* them with Prussian Hussars a desperate tussle, that spucStf of 

* Werner^s^ not only sabres flashing furiously on both sid^, but 

‘ of pistols and blows on the face till, in short, llarsch finds h« 

* make nothing of it, jjjnd has taken himself away, befoTn < 

* come/ This Gflt/, here playinff Anti-IIarsch, is the Golhj'who, 
with Wmterfdd, I Schmettau and otheis, was in that mekncholy . 
Zittaii march, of the l‘ruice of Prussia’s, in 1757: it was Goins by 
whom the King sent Ins fmislAmg compliment, “You deserve, pll of 
“ you, to be tried by Court -Martial, and to lose your heads GoUz 
is mainly concerned with Fouquet and Silesia, in late tiniosj apd we 
shall hear of him once again. Fouquet did not return to Schmitt- 
seifen ; nor was molested again in Landshut this year, tjiough he soon 
had to detach, for the King’s use, part of his L/andshut foree, and 
had other Silesian business which fell to him. 


I>orijess of Pciiz. The poor Foi tress of Peitz was taken again 
do leadcis icmcnibcr it, “on the day of Zomdorf,” last year? * This 

* year, a fortnight after Kuncrsdoif, the same old Half-pay Gentleman 

* with his Five-and-foity Invalids have again been set adrift, “ with the 

* honours of wai,” poor old cicaturcs; lest by possibility they afiliot 

* the dear Russians and our meal-carts up yonder.® I will for^t whO 

* took Pcitz ; perhaps Iladdick, of whom we have lately he ard So 
‘ much? lie was captor of Berlin in 1757, did the Inroad on SSfBS 

* that year, — and pioduced Rossbach shortly after. Peitz, if he did 
*' Peitz, Avas TLuldick’s last success in the world. Iladdick been 

* most industrious, “ guarding the Russian flank,” — ^standing between 
‘ the King and it, during that Soltikof march to Miillrose, to Liobe- 

* rose ; — but that once done, and the King settled at Waldau, Haddlch 

‘ was ordered to Saxony, against Wimsch and Finck readOra 

* know alieady what he made of these Two in the “ Action W 
M)it7, September 21st,” — and sliall hear soon what befcH H^dick 

* hirnseh in consequence.’ 

Colonel Jlordt Is captured. * It was in that final marching pf fvolti* 
' kof to Kiebciose that a distinguished Ex‘Swede, Colonel Hordt, of 
' the Free Coips I lordly was taken prisoner. At Trebatsch; hm^jing 
‘ on Soltikof ’s rigid flank on that occasion. It wa$ not Had^^k, it 
‘was a suarm of C’ossacks, who laid Hordt fast; his horse bavfng 
‘ gone to the giiths in a bog.** Honlt, an Kx-Swedo of 
‘ a Royalist Lxilc, on whose head the Swedes have set a (had 

‘•gone into “Jhahe’s Plot,** years since, ?lot on behalf jpopr 
‘ "Swe<lish King, wdiich cost Brahe his — Hordt now hmw? 

‘ fared ill, had not Friedrich been emphatic, “Toaeh al^bfJMba, 
‘ retaliation follows on the instant 1” He was carf|fd to ; 

* “lay twenty^-six months and three days^* in solitary dumnte therh} 


* and we may hear a word from him again. 

nlpml capture ‘ Prince JBenri, in the last 4ny$ Of Anguslf 
® !>3S: 3xst August. 3 Ibid, asx: Aag\w<i^ . ^ 

4 Mim^ 4 Uc Hordt tb BerUu, 1789), u. 53^58 (not dated 

liglble ^4 Tem|)elhol (oi. a 354 ) clear account, ‘ Xrebatscb, 4th*’ 
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to $&gan in pcison ;® Zxethen along with him; muUifatiously 

* mfiinosiivtaitig “ to regain communication with the iCing.^* Of course, 

* yithi no ’^ant of counter-xnanopuvnng, of vigilant outposts, cunningly- 

* ftevi$edi det^n^hments and assiduous small measures on the part of 

* Oaun* Who, one day, had detcranned on a moiei:onsiderablc thing; 
Hhat of Cttlimg-out Ziethen from the Sagan neighbourhood And 

* would have done it, they say, — ^had not he been too cunctatory Sep 

‘ * tember »d, Ziethen, who is posted in the little '1 own of Soiau, had 

* very neaily been cut-off In Sorau, westward, Daun waid, of Sagan 

* a short day^s march: there sit Ziethen, conscious of nothing paiticu- 

* lar,—- with Daun secietly marching on him , Daun m person, from 

* the west, anij two otheis fiom the noith and from the south, who 

* are to be simultaneous on Soriu and the Ziethenet', A well laid 

* scheme; likely to have finished Ziethen sitislactorily, who sit there 

* aware of notlung. But it all mis went Diun, on the roid, noticed 

* some tnfimg phenomenon (Prussian paity of hoi sc, or the like), which 
^ Convinced his cautious mind that all was found out , that proliibly a 

* whole Prussian Army, instead of a Ziethen only, was wilting at 

* ^ocau; upon which Daun turned home again, soiiy that he could 

* not turn the other two as well The other two weie stionger than 

* <^eten, could they have come upon him by surprise, or have caught 

he got thiough a certain Pass, oi bit of bad ground, with 

* his baggage* But Ziethen, by some accident, or by his own patrols, 

* got nonce j loaded his baggage instantly; and was through the Pass, 
^ half through it, and m a condition to give stroke for stioke with 

* Interest, when his enemies came up Nothing could be done upon 

* ®icthen; who maiched on, he and all his properties, safe to Sagan 

* that night, — owing to Daun’s ovci caution, and to Zicthcn^s ow n 

* activity and luck. 


AU this was prior to the loss of Diesden. During the 
crisis of that, when everybody was bestirring himself, Prince 
tfenn made extraoidmary exertions : “ Much depends on me; 
all on me!'* sighed Henii. A cautious little man; but in- 
capable of risking, in the crisis of a game for life and death. 
Frie4rich and he are wedged asunder by that dike of Russians 
an4 Austrians, which goes from Bober river eastward, post 
ffter Hoyerswerda westward, eighty miles along tho^ 

L^^lStB^denburg Frontier, rooting itself through the Lau- 
into Bohemia, and the sources of its meal Fneduch and 
he immetOt^ommuniCate except by spies (*the first Jager,' or 
eitpress <from the King, arrived September isth*^): 
hat hoth tre of one mind; both are on one problem, ** What 
ie done with that impassable dike ?” — and cooperate 

^ M. 3JX : aji^th August. ^ Ibid* 233. ? 207. 
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sympathetically without communicating. What follows heats 
date ^trthe loss of Dresden, but while Henri still knew 4 wily 
of the siege, — that J^er of the 1 3th first brought him news 
of the loss. IT 

‘ A day or two after Ziethen's adventure, Henri quits Sagsn, to 

* move southward for a stroke at the Bohemian-LausiU magazines ; a 
‘ stroke, and series of strokes. September 8/^4, Ziethen and (in Fouquet's 

* absence at Landshut) Stutterheim are pushed forward into the^Zittau 

* Country; first of all upon Friedland, — the Zittau Friedland, for there 
‘ are Friedlands many ! Scptemlm- Stutterheim summons Ftiid* 
‘ land, gets it ; gets the bit of magazine there ; and newt day hastens 
‘ on to Zittau. Is refused surrender of Zittau ; learns, howevifr, that 

* the magazine has been mostly set on wheels again, and is a stage 
‘ forward on the road to Bohemia ; whitherward Stutterheim, quitting 

* Zittau as tr>o tedious, hastens after it, and next day catches it, ot the 

* //«bumt remains of it. A successful Stutterheim. Nor is Zieihwt 
‘ idle in the mean while ; Ziethen 'and others ; whom no DeviBe or 
‘ Austrian Party thinks itself strong enough to meddle with, Fjince 

* Henri being so near. 

* Here is a pretty tempest in the heart of our Bohemian >Beaho^« 

* duit ! Continue that, and what becomes of Soltikof and me? xSSffli 

* is off from IViebel Country to this dangerous scene ; indignantly 
^cashiers Deville, “Why did not you attack these Ziethen people? 
^ Had not you 10 , 00 c, Sir?” Cashiers poor Deville for not attacking; 

* — does not himself attack : but carts away the important Gbriitr 

* magazine, to Bautzen, which is the still more important one ; 

‘ down on the lid of that (according to wont) ; shoots-out O’^PomSi^ 

* (an Irish gentleman, Deville's successor), and takes every precmUtibn. 

‘ Prince Henri, in presence of O’Donnell, coalesces again ; walks into 

* Gorlitz ; encamps there, on the Landskron and other PleightS (Moys 

* Hill one of them, poor Wiiiterfeld’s Hill 1), — and watches a little 

* how matters will turn, and whether Daun, severely vigilant from 
‘ Bautzen, seated on the lid of his magazine, will not perhaps rise.’ 

P'irst and last. Daun in this business has tried several 
things ; but there was pretty much always, and emphatic- 
ally there now is, only one thing that could be factual ; 
To attack Prince Henri, and abolish him from tfeSse coun- 
tries I — as surely might have been possible, with twice hi's 
strength at your disposal ? This, though he 

seemed to be thinking of such a thing, XXxhtx never would 
try ; for which the subsequent Facts, and all good judges 
were and arc inexorably severe on Daun. Certain it^ ia» ho 
rashness qqidd have better spilt Daunts game ahan did this 
extreme eahtion. 
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Stpt 

f>mny S0liik0f and Company again have a Colloquy (Baut- 
zen, September iSth); after whic^ Everybody starts on 

his special Course cf A dim. 

Soltikof’s disgust at this new movement of Daun’s was 
great and indignant. “Instead of going at the King, and 
getting some victory for himself, he has gone to Bautzen, and 
sat down on his meal-bags ! Meal ? Is it to be a mere 
lighting for meal ? I will march tomorrow for Poland, for 
Preussen, aad find plenty of meal !” And would have gone, 
they say, had not Mercury, in the shape of Montalembert 
with his most zealous rhetoric, intervened ; and prevailed with 
difficulty. “ One hour of personal interview with Excellency 
Paun/* urges Montalembert ; “one more f’ ‘‘No.” answers 
Soltikof. — “Alas, then, send your messenger!” To which last 
ex|>edient Soltikof does assent, and dispatches Romanzof on 
the errand. , 

^^J^eptember 15///, at Bautzen, at an early hour, there is 
meeting accordingly ; not Romanzof, Soltikof’s messenger, 
alone, but Zweibruck in person, Daun in person ; and most 
earnest council is held. “A noble Russian gentleman sees 
how my hands are bound,** pleads Daun. “Will not Excel- 
lency Soltikof, who disdains idleness, go himself upon Sile- 
sia, upon Glogau for instance, and grant me a few days V' 
** No,** answers Romanzof ; “ Excellency Soltikof by himself 
will not. Let Austria furnish Siege* Artillery ; daily meal I 
need not speak of; 10,000 fresh Auxiliaries beyond those 
We have ; on these terms Excellency Soltikof will perhaps 
try it; on lower terms, positively not.’* “Well then, yes I” 
answers Daun, not without qualms of mind. Daun has a 
horror at weakening himself to that extent ; but what can he 
do? “General Campitelli, with the 10,000, let him march 
this then ; join with General L*Dudon where you please 

to order : Excellency Soltikof shall see that in every point I 
conform, w® — An important meeting tp us, this at Bautzen ; 
^ind bitaks-up the dead-lock into three or more divergent 
codrses of activity ; which it will now behove us to follow, 
wMi the best brevity attainable. 'Bautzen, Saturday i5ih 
.Sdl^tember* early in the morning,* that is the date of the im- 
portant Colfoquy. And precisely eight-and-forty hours be- 

^ Tempelhof, iii. B47-249. 
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iSth-esth $ept xjrSS- 

fore, *on Thursday 13th, about 10 A.M., in the western (Envi- 
rons of Quebec, there has fallen out an Event, quite otherwise 
important in the History of Mankind! Of which readers 
shall have some notice at a time more convenient.— 

Romanzof re*-urning with such answer, Soltikof straight^ 
way gathers himself, September I5th-i6th, and gets on march, 
To Friedrich's joy; who hopes it may be homeward; waits 
two days at Waldau, for the Yes or No. On the second day, 
alas, it is No: “Going for Silesia, I perceive; thither/ by a 
wide sweep northward, which they think will be safer!" Upon 
which Friedrich also rises; follows, with another kind of Speed 
than Soltikof ’s ; and, by one of his swift clutchings, lays hold 
of Sagan, which he, if Soltikof has not, sees to be a key-point 
in this operation. Easy for Soltikof to have seized this key- 
point, key of the real road to Glogau ; easy for Loudon and 
the new 10,000 to have rendezvoused there : but nobody has 
thought of doing it. A few Croats were in the place,, who 
could make no debate. 

From Sagan Friedrich and Henri are at length in<J^ 
communication ; Sagan to the Landskron at Gdrlitz is some 
fifty miles of country, now fallen vacant. From Henri, from 
Fouquet (the dangers of Landshut being over), Friedrich is 
getting what reinforcement they can spare (September 20th- 
24th) ; will then push forward again, industriously sticking to 
the flanks of Soltikof, thrusting out stumbling-blocks, making 
his march very uncomfortable. 

Strange to say, from Sagan, \rhile waiting two days for 
these reinforcements, there starts suddenly to view, suddenly 
for Friedrich and us, an incipient Negotiation about Peace I 
Actual Proposal that way (or as good as actual, so Voltaire 
thinks it), on the part of Choiseul and France ; but as yet in 
Voltaire’s name only, by a sure though a backstairs channel, 
of his discovering. Of which, and of the much farter cor- 
rdfeponding that did actually follow on it, we purpli^Jto say 
something elsewhere, at a better time. Meanwhile Volt^iO*® 
announcement of it to the Kung has just conae in, trough a 
fair and high Hand; how Friedrich receivesat, what Ft'ied- 
rich’s inner feeling is, and has been for a fortnight past~ 
Here are some private utterances of his, throwing a stfaggle 
of lighf on thpse points ; t, 
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Sept 1759. ^ 

Fmr Letters of Friedrich's (ioth-24th September). 

No. J. * To Pnnee Ferdinand (at Berlin).’ Poor little Ferdinand, 
the King’s Brother, fallen into bad health, hits retired from the Wars, 
and gone to Berlin ; much an obj^t of anxiety to Ihe King, who dili- 
gently corresponds with the dear little man, — earnest medical 
advices, arid getting Berlin news in return. 

Wald.Tu, xoth September 1759. 

: ♦♦ Since my last Letter, Dresden has capitulated, — the very day 
1 * while Wunsch was beating Maguire at The Barns” (north side of 
prfessden, September 5 th, day the capitulation). “Wunsch went 
back to Tofgau, which St. Andre, with 14,000 Reich s-people under 
** him, was for retaking; him too Wunsch beat, took all his tents, 
“ kettles, haversacks and utensils, 300 pri.soners, six cannon and some 
standards. Finck is uniting with Wunsch ; they will march on the 
** Prince of Zweibriick, and retake Dresden” (hopes always, for a year 
and more, to have Dresden back very soon). “ I trust before long to 
** get all these people gathered round Dresden, and our own Country 
rid of them : that, I take it, will be the end of the Campaign. 

Many compliments to the Prince of Whirtemberg” (wounded at 
Igllllirsdorf), “and to all our wounded Generals : I hope Seidlitz is 
** now out of danger: that bleeding fit {ebullition de sang) will cure 
him of the pramp in his jaw, and of his colics ; and as he is in bed, 
“ he won’t take cold. I hope the viper-broth will do you infinite good ; 
“ be assiduous in patching your constitution, while there is yet some 
fine weather left : I dread the winter for you ; take a great deal of 
care against cold, I have .still a couple of cruel months ahead of 
“ me before ending this Campaign. Within that time, there will be, 
“ God knows what upshot,”* — This is ‘ September loth:’ the day of 
Captain Ivollas’s arrival with his bad Drc-sderi news ; l.)auii and Solti- 
kof profoundly quiet for three days more. 

No. 2. ^To the Duchess of Sachsen- Got ha^ (at Gotha). Voltaire 
has enclo.sed his Peace-Proposal to that Serene Lady, always a friend 
of Friedrich’s and his; to whom Friedrich, directly on receipt of it, 
makes answer : 

** Sagan, aad September 1759. 

“ receive on all occasions proofs of your goodness, 

“ which Turn as sensible as a chivalrous man can be. Certainly it is 
not through your hands, Madam, that my Correspondence with V.” 
(with Voi^ire, if one durst write it in full) “ought to be made to 
“ pass ! Nevertheless, in present circumstances, I will presume to beg 
that you' would forward to him the Answer here enclosed, on which 
; put no Add.ress. The difiiculty of transmitting Letters has made 
me choose my Brother,” Ferdinand, at Berlin, “to have this con- 
veyed to yoftr hand. 

9 (Ettvres de FrederiCf XXVI, * 
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“ If I gave bridle lo my feelings, now would be the moment fbr 
** developing them ; but in tliese critical times I judge it better not ; 
** and will restrict myself to simple assurances of — ” F* 

No. 3. * 7 t> lYtalrr^ at the D<flices* (so her Serene Highness will 
address it). Here' is part of the Enclosure to ** Friedrich is all 
for Peace; but keeps on his guard with such an Ambassador, and 
writes in a proud, light, only half-believing style : 

* Sagan, a«d September *759. 

* The Duchess of Sachsen -Got ha sends me your Letter. I never 
‘ received your ‘ ‘ packet of the a9th commimications all intemtpted 
* here; “ with much trouble T get this passed -on to yoii, if it is happy 
*♦ enough to pass. 

“ My position is not so desperate as my enemies give out. 1 ex- 
“ pect to finish my Campaign tolerably; my courage is not sunk it 
“ appears, however, there is talk of Peace. All I can say of positive 
on this article is, That I have honour for ten ; and that, whatever 
** misfortune befall me, I feel myself incapable of doing anything to 
** wound, the least in the world, this principle, — which is so Sensitive 
•* and delicate for one who thinks like a gentleman \p!nsf£n pmtx 
“ chei*alier)\ and so little regarded by rascally politicians, 

** like tradesmen. 

I know nothing of what you have been telling m<? about” (your 
backstairs channels, your Due de Choiseul and his humours) : ‘*but 
** for making Peace there are two conditions which I never will depart 
“from: To make it conjointly with my faithful Allies** '(H^sftn 

and England ; I have no other) ; “ 2". To make it honourable and 
“ glorious. Observe you, 1 have still honour remaining ; I will pre- 
“ serve that, at the pi ice of my blood. 

“ If your people want Peace, let them propose nothing to me which 
“ contradicts the delicacy of my sentiments. I am in the convulsions 
'* of military operations; I do as the gamblers who are in ilMuck, and 
“ obstinately set themselves against Fortune. 1 have forced her to 
“ return lo me, moic than once, like a fickle mistress, when she had 
“ run away. My ojiponents are such foolish people, in the end I bid 
“ fair lo catch some advantage over them : but, happen whatsoever his 
“ Sacred Majesty Chance may please, 1 don’t disturb myself aliout it. 
^ Up to this point, I have a clear conscience in regard tq(f misfor- 
“ tunes that have come to me. As to you, the Battle of Minden# that 
“ of Cadiz” (Boscawen vcrsiu De la Clue; Toulon t'leet running out, 
and caugiit by the English, as we saw), these things per&ps, ^^atid 
“ the loss or'Canada, are arguments capable df restoring reasoh to the 
“ French, who had got coni&sed by the Austrian hellebore. 

“ Thi^ \fi my way of thinking. You do not find me made of fose- 
“water: 'but Hen*; Qiiatre, Louis Quatorze, --my present enettiies 
*1 even, whom I could cite” (Maria Theresa, twenty years ago, when 
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your Bejkisle set*out to cut her in Four), — “ were of no softer temper 
** either, Had I been born a private man, I would yield everything 
for the love of Peace; but one has lo take the tone of one^s position. 
This is all I can tell you at present. three or four weeks the 
ways of correspondence will be j^eer. — 

No. 4. * Ta Pnnce Ferdinand,' Two days later: has got on foot 
Jagain, — end of his first march upon Soltikof again : 

‘ Baunau. 24th September 1759, 

Thank you for the news you send of the wounded Officers,” 
Wi|rtemberg, SeidUtz and the others. ‘‘ Vou may well suppose that in 
the pass things are at, I am not without cares, inquietudes, anxieties ; 
*Mt is the frightfulest crisis I have had in my life. This is the mo- 
** tnent for dying unless one conquer. Daun and my Brother Henri 
** are marching side by side” (not exactly !). “ It is possible enough 

all these Armies may assemble hereabouts, and that a general Battle 
** may decide our fortune and the Peace. Take care of your health, 
dear Brother. — F.”** 

Bfunau is on Silesian ground, as indeed Sagan itself is; at Baunau 
Fsii^rich already, just on arriving, has done a fine move on Soltikof, 
surprisingly flung the tolbgate in Soltikof ^s face. As we shall see 
bj' ilB by;-^and likewise that Prince Henri, who emerges tomorrow 
Inoming (September a 5th), has not been “ marching side by side with 
ifclttii,** but at a pretty distance from that gentleman ! — 

Soltikof is a man of his word ; otherwise one suspects he 
already saw his Siege of Glogau to be impossible. Russians 
are not very skilful at the War-minuet : fancy what it will be 
dancing to such a partner! Friedrich, finding they are for Glo- 
gau, whisks across the Oder, gets there before them: “No 
Glogau for your* They stand agape for some time; then think, 
“Well then, Breslau!” Friedrich again whisks across from 
them, farther up, and is again ahead of them when they cross ; 
“ No Breslau cither!” In effect, it is hopeless ; and we may 
leave the two manceuvring in those waste parts, astride of Oder, 
or on the eastern bank of it, till a fitter opportunity; and at- 
tend tc|^^nri, who is now the article in risk. ^ 

Zwe|bruck*s report of himself, on that day of the general 
Colloquy, •was not in the way of complaint, like that of the 
Russians, though there did remain difficulties. “ Dresden glo- 
riously ours ; Maguire Governor there, and everything secure ; 
U^t^n my honour. But in the north-west part, those Fincks and 
'VVunsekeS, fixcellenz .?** — And the actual truth is, Wunsch lias 

0 uvref de Fr/dcric, xxiii. 6o, 6x, *• Ib. xxvi, ^45, 
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taken Leipzig, day before yesterday (September 1 3th), as Daun 
sorrowfully knows, by news come in overnight. And six days 
hence (September 21st), Finck and Wunsch together will do 
their of and ^e sending Haddick a bad road i 

These things Zwcibruck knows only in part ; but past experi^ 
ence gives him ominous presentiment, as it may well do ; and 
he thinks decidedly : ** Excellcnz, more Austrian troops are in-^ 
dispensable there ; in fact, your Excellcnz’s seif, were that pos- 
sible ; which one feels it is not, in the presence of these Rus- 
sians r* 

Russians and Rcichsfolk, these arc a pair of thumbscrews 
on both thumbs of Daun ; screwing the cunctation out of him ; 
painfully intimating : “ Get rid of this Prince Henri; you must, 
you must T* And, in the course of the next eight days Daun 
has actually girt himself to this great enterprise. Goaded on, 
I could guess, by the ‘Action of Korbitz’ (done on Friday, 
thirty hours ago) ; the news of which, and that Iladdick, instead 
of extinguishing Finck, is retreating from him upon Dresden, 
— what a piece of news ! thinks Daun: “ You, Zweibruck^ijtl^Txd- 
dick, Maguire and Company, you arc 36,000 in Saxony; Finck 
has not 12,000 in the field: How is this ?” — and indignantly 
dismisses Haddick altogether: “Go, Sir, and attend to your 
health News poignantly astonishing to Daun, as would 
seem; — like an oxgoad in the lazy rear of Daun. Certain it is, 
Daun had marched out lo Gcirlitz in collected form ; and> on 
Saturday afternoon, September Z2d, is personally on the Heights 
(not Moys Hill, I should judge, but other points of vision), 
taking earnest survey of Prince Henri’s position on the Lands- 
kron there. “Tomorrow morning we attack that Camp,” 
thinks Daun ; “storm Prince Henri and it: be rid of him, at 
any price » 

“Tomorrow morning,” yes: — but this afternoon, and ear- 
lier, Prince Henri has formed a great resolution, his plans all 
laid, everything in readiness ; and it is not here find 

Prince Henri tomorrow. This is his famous March *'of Fifty 
Hours, this that we are now come to ; which desciv^es ail out* 
attention, — and all Daun’s much more ! Prince Henri was 
habitually a man cautious in War; not aggressive, like his 
Brotlw, but defensive, frugal of risks, and averse to the iion- 

'I'VnijKlbnf, III. i!7f sf/j 

••J lb. »iL si-S'jo (lui the Itlai Ji now cii.umg). iii. jso-aj)., 'i4X*!S!47 (lor 
anterior lUoVements). 
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l^pfmgs usual with some people ; though capable of them, too, 
in the hour of need. Military men arc full of wonder at the 
bold scheme he now fell upon; and at his style of cvccuting it. 
Hardly was Daun gone home to his meditations on the storm 
of the Landskron tomorrow, aneftattoo beaten In Prince Henri’s 
Camp there, when, at 8 that Saturday evening, issuing softly, 
with a minimum of noise, in the proper marching columns, 
baggage-columns, Plenri altogether quitted this Camp ; and 
vanished like a dream. Into the Night; men and goods, every 
item: — who shall say whitherward? Leaving only a few light 
people to ke^p-up the watchfires and sentry-cries, for behoof 
of Daun I Let readers here, who are in the secret, watch him 
a little from afar. 

Straight northward goes Prince Henri, down Neisse Valley, 
20 miles or so, to Rothenburg in columns several-fold, with 
much delicate arranging, which was punctually followed : and 
in the course of tomorrow Prince Henri is bivouacked, for a 
short rest of tjirce hours, — ^hidden in unknown space, 20 miles 
frQmJ)aun, when Daun comes marching up to storm him on 
the Landskron! Gone veritably; but whitherward Daun can- 
not form the least guess. Daun can only keep his men under 
arms there, all day; while his scouts gallop far and wide, — 
bringing-in this false guess and the other ; and at length re- 
turning with the eminently false one, misled by some of Henri’s 
baggage-columns, which have to go many routes, That the 
Prince is on march for Glogau : — Gone north-east ; that way 
went his wagons ; these we saw with our eyes.” North-east ? 
Yes, to Glogau possibly enough,” thinks Daun: “Or may not 
he, cunning as he is and full of feints, intend a stroke on Baut- 
zen, in my absence ?” — and hastens thither again, and sits-down 
on the magazine-lid, glad to find nothing wrong there. 

This is all that Daun hears of Henri for the next four days. 
Plenty^ bad news from Saxony in these four days: theFinck- 
HaddicliAlJf ion of Korbitz, a dismal certainty before one started,* 
~and Haddick on his road to some Watering Place by this 
time ! Bu^no trace of Henri farther; since that of the wagons 
wending north-east. “ Gone to Glogau, to his Brother: no use 
in pushing him, or trying to molest him there !” thinks Daun ; 
and waits, in stagnant humour, chewing the cud of bitter 
enough thoughts, till confirmation of that guess arrive ;-^as it 
never will in fliis world I Read an important Note: ^ 

VOL. Vni. • Map, at end of Volume. ^ 
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‘ To northward of Bautzen forty miles, and to westward forty miles, 

* the country is all Bauu^s ; only towards Glogau, with the Russians 
‘ and Friedrich thereabouts, does it become disputable, or offer Prince 
‘ Henri any chance. ^Nevertheless it is not to Glogau, it is hx the 
‘ reverse, that thc^limble Henri hCS gone. Resting himself at Rothen* 

* burg “three hofirs” (speed is of all things the vitalest), Prince Henri 

* starts again, Sunday afternoon, straight w'Cstward this time. Marches, 

* wdth liis best swiftness, with his best arrangements, through many 

* sleeping Villages, to Klitten, not a wakeful one: a march Of milc» 

* from Rothenburg ; — direct for the Saxon side of things, instead of 
‘ the Silesian, as I)aun had made .sure. 

* At Klitten, Monday morning, bivouack again, fog: a few houra, 

* — “ has no Camp, only waits three hours,” is Archenholtz^s phrase; 
' hut I suppose th(‘ meaning is, Waits till the several Columns, 

‘ their calculated routes, have all got together ; and till the latest in 

* arriving has had “ thiee hours” of rest, — the earliest having perhaps 
‘ gone on march again, in the interim? There are 20 miles farther, 
‘ still straight west, to I T oyerswerda, where the outmost Attstrian Di- 

* vision i.s: “ Forward towards that; let us astonish General Wehla 

* and his 3,000, and t>ur March is over !” All this iqo Prince Hettli 

* manages ; never anything more consummate, more astonis hin g to 

* Wehla and his Master. 

‘ Wehla and Jlieiiinno, readers perhaps remember them busy, from 

* the Viina side, at the late Siege of Bresden. Siege gloriously done, 

* Wehla was oidcied to Iloyersweitla, on the north-west frontier; Bren- 
‘ tano to a different ])oiut in that neighbourhood ; where Brentatio 

* escaped ruin, and shall not be mentioned; but Wehla suddenly found 
‘ it, and will rcquiie a word. Wehla, of all people on the War^heatre, 

‘ liad been the least expecting disturbance. He is on tha remotest 

* westeni flank; to westward of him nothing but Torgau and ihe Finck«» 
' Wunsch ])eople, from w^hoin is small likelihood of dangers from tho 

* eastern what danger can there be ? A Letter of Dsuin’s, some days ago, 

‘ had ex])rcssly inhirmed him that, to ali appearance, there was none* 

‘ And now suddenly, on the Tuesday morning, What is this'? 

* PriLvinns leported to be visible m the Woods ! “Irapossihle !” ans* 
‘ wei fed Wehla; — tlid get icady, however, what he could; Croat R^U 

* ineiu^, ])ieces of Artillery behind the Bister River and ozi good points; 

* labouring more and more diligently, as the news prov^ J»“uc. But 
^ ‘ all his efforts were to no j)urpo.se. General T.entulus £'im his Frits- 

* siaiis (ihe mute Swiss lAmtulus, whom wc sometimes me«t)/who' has 

* the Vanguard this day, comes streaming out of the woc^s across the 

* obstacles; cannonades Wehla both in front and rear; entirely swal- 

* lows and Corj>s: 600 killed; the General himself, with ad 

' Field-Officers, and of subaherns and privates 1,785, falling prispner$ 

* to ms; and the remninder scattered on the winds, ^loping eacl^ his 

* own road tovvaiis covert and a new form of life. Wehla is eaten, ih 
Uhis maimer, Tuesday September a5th; — metaphorically spCaltmg, 
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* Jfee March of Fifty Hours ends in a comfortable twoiolA. meal (mili- 


* tary -cannibal, as well as of common culinary meat), and in well* 

* (kseryed 


The turning-point of the C^paign ft reckoned to be this 
Mstrch of Henri’s ; one of the most extraordyiary on record. 


Prince Henri had a very fast March into these Silesian-Lausitz 
Countries, early in July, and another very fast, from Bautzen, 
to intersect with Schmottseifen, in the end of July: but these 


were as nothing compared with the present. Tcmpelhof, the 
excellent solid man, — but who puts all things, big and little, 
on the same •level of detail, and has unparalleled methods of 
afr^unging (what he reckons to be arranging”), and no vestige 
of index, — is distressingly obscure on this grand Incident; but 
at length, on compulsion, docs yield clear account. In Arch- 
enholtz it is not dated at all ; who merely says as follows : 

Most extraordinary march ever made ; went through 50 miles 
** of Country wholly in the Enemy’s possession ; lasted 56 
•* hours, in which long period there was no Camp pitched, and 


« twice a rest of three hours allowed the troops. During 
the other 50 hours the march, day and night, continually pro- 
“ ceeded. Ended {no date) in surprise of (General Wehla at 
iloyerswerda, cutling-up 600 of his soldiers, and taking 1,800 
prisoners. Kalkrcuth, since so famous,” in the Anti-Napoleon 
Wars, ‘*was the Prince’s Adjutant.”*" 


This is probably Prince Henri’s cleverest feat, — though he 
did a great many of clever ; and his Brother used to say, glanc- 
ing towards him, There is but one of us that never committed 


a mistake.” A highly ingenious dextrous little man in affairs 
of War, sharp as needles, vehement but cautious ; though of 
abstruse temper, thin-skinned, capricious, and giving his Bro- 
ther a great deal of trouble with his jealousies and shrewish 
’^<fhims. By this last consummate little operation he has aston- 
ished D|un as much as anybody ever did; shorn his elaborate 
tissue of\fiJ|ctations into ruin and collapse at one stroke ; and* 
in eflfeetj as turns out, wrecked his campaign for this Year. 

Daun %ids there is now no hope of Saxony, unless he him- 
self at once proceed thither. At once thither; — and leave Glo- 
gau and the Russians to their luck,-— which in such case, what 
is it like to be ? Probably, to Daun’s own view, ominous 


exicmgh ; but ^ne has no alternative. To this pass haS the 

!i jib 2S5» «s6; Seyfurth, Beylagfu; &c. Seyfart]|, ii. 545. 

W TiMSjpclfeof, ui. 253-358, 17 Archcnholtz, i. 420. 
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March of Fifty Hours brought us. There is such a thing as 
being too cunctaiory, is not there, your Excellency ? Every 
mortal, and more especially every Feldmarschall, ought 
strike the iron^vliile it is ho^ The remainder of this Cam* 
paign, we will hope, can be made intelligible in a more sum* 
mary manner. 

Friedrich manages (September 24th — October 24th) to get the 
Russians sc 7 it JJomc; and Himself falls lamed with Gout 

Friedrich’s manoeuvres against Soltikof, — ercry reada: is 
prepared to hear that Soltikof was rendered futile by them ; 
and none but military readers could take delight in the details. 
Two beautiful short-cuts he made upon Soltikof; pulled him 
up both times in mid career, as with hard check-bit. The first 
time was at Zdbelwitz: September 24th, Friedrich cut across 
from Sagan, which is string to bow of the Russian march ; 
posted himself on the Heights of Zdbelwitz, of Baunau, Milkau 
(at Baunau Friedrich will write a Letter this night, if 
bethink themselves ; Milkau is a place he may remember for 
rain-deluges, in the First Silesian War^®): ** Let the Russians, 
if they now dare, try the Pass of Ncustadtel here V* A fortu- 
nate hour, when he got upon this ground. Quartenttaster- 
Gcneral Stoffel, our old Ciistrin acquaintance, is found mark- 
ing-out a Camp with a view to that Pass of Neust^dtel is 
greatly astonished to find the Prussian Army emerge on him 
there ; and at once vanishes, with his Hussar-Cossack retinues- 
‘September 24th,’ it is while Pimce Henri was on the last 
moiety of his March of Fifty Hours. This severe twitch flung 
Soltikof quite out from Glogau, — was like to fling him home 
altogether, had it not been for Montalembert’s eloquence;*— 
did fling him across the Oder. Where, again thanks to Mon- 
talcmbcrt, he was circling on with an eye to Breslau, when 
Fncdrich, by the diameter, suddenly laid bridgc^f< 5 rossed at 
Koben, and again brought Soltikof to halt, a$ by turnpike sud- 
denly shut: “ Must pay first ; must beat us first 

These things had raised Friedrich’s splits not a little. Get- 
ting on ihc Heights of ZObehvitz, he was heard to exclaim, 
“This is a, lucky day; worth more to me than a battle with 
victory. Astonishing how he blazed-out again, quite into his 

w SiipfCi, p '/07 : i’a vc4. iv p. 738. Tcniptlhof, iii. 393 ; RetJtow, ii. 163, 

Rc,Uow, li, i<)^ 
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did pride and effulgence, after this, says Retzow. Had been 
$0 meek, so humbled, and even condescended to ask advice or 
opinion from some about him. Especially from two Cap- 
tains/* says the Opposition Ret*)w, whose hc^ds were nearly 
turned by this sunburst from on high. Captaih Mar([uart and 
another, — I believe, he did employ them about Routes and 
marking of Camps, which Retzow calls consulting : a King 
fallen tragically scarce of persons to consult ; all his Winter- 
felds, Schwerins, Keiths and Council of Peers now vanished, 
and nothing but some intelligent-looking Captain Marquart, or 
the like, to consult: — of which Retzow, in his splenetic Oppo- 
sition humour, does not see the tragedy, but rather the comedy: 
how the poor Captains found their favour to be temporary, con- 
ditional, and had to collapse again. One of them wrote an 
^ Essay on the Coup-d'ceil MilitairCy over which Retzow pre- 
tends to weep. This was Friedrich’s marginal Note upon the 
Ms,, when submitted to his gracious perusal: “You (Er) will 
“ do better to acquire the Art of marking Camps than to write 
uPl the Military Stroke of Eye.” Beautifully written too, 
says Retzow ; but what, in the eyes of this King, is beautiful 
writing, to knowing your business well ? No friend he to writ- 
ing, unless you have got something really special, and urgent 
to be written. 

Friedrich crossed the Oder twice. Took Soltikof on both 
sides of the Oder, cut him out of this fond expectation, then of 
that; led him, we perceive, a bad life. Latterly the scene was 
on the right bank; Sophienthal, Kbben, Herrnstadt and other 
poor places, — on that big eastern elbow, where Oder takes his 
final bend, or farewell of Poland. Ground, naturally, of some 
interest to Friedrich: ground to us unknown; but known to 
Friedrich as the ground where Karl XI L gave Scliulenburg 
his beating, which produced the ‘ beautiful retreat’ of Schu- 
lenburglL j'he old Fcldmarschall Schulenburg whom we used, 
to hear m Wtee, — ^whosc Nephew, a pipeclayed little gentleman, 
was well known to Friedrich and us. 

For tlif rest, 1 do not think he feels this outtnanoeuvring of 
the Russians very hard work. Already, from Zdbclvvitz Country, 
ajth September, day of Plenri at Hoyerswerda, Friedrich had 
written to Fouquet : ** Witli 2T,ooo your beaten and maltreated 

'Neftr Oul 5 irfli‘ f while chasing August the Strong and him out of Poland', 

* jssth Cktoher 1704:" vague account of it, dateless, and as good as placekss, in Voh 
Uv. in.), (Jiimcs, xjot. 142-5, 
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Servant has hindered an Army of 50,000 from Idtacking 
** and compelled them to retire on NeusatzT’ Evidently tnuth 
risen in hope ; and ^Henri’s fine news not yet come to 
By degrees, S<jltikof, rendertd futile, got very angry; eape- 
cially when Davai had to go for Saxony. Meal was ibecoming 
impossible, at any rate,” whimpers Daun : ** Oh Excel}encyr 
do but consider, with the nobleness natural to you ! Our Court 
will cheerfully furnish money, instead of med,”— ** Mop^ey f 
My people cannot eat money I” growled Soltikof, getting tn<p^ 
and more angry ; threatening daily to march for Posep andMs 
own meal-stores. What a time of it has Montalembert, baa the 
melancholy Loudon, with temper so hot ! 

At Sophienthal, October loth, Friedrich falls iU of gout; 
— absolutely lamed ; for three weeks cannot stir from his rpopl. 
Happily the outer problem is becoming easier and 
almost bringing its own solution. At Sophienthal the Same 
Friedrich takes to writing about Charles XI/. and his MUiiafy 
Character , — not a very illuminative Piece, on th^ first peniapl^ 
but I intend to read it again — which at least helps tHk to 
pass the time. Soltikof, more and more straitened, mOal itadtf 
running low, gets angrier and angrier. His treatment of the 
Country, Montalembert rather encouraging, is described as 
* horrible.’ One day he takes the whim, whim or little 
of seizing Herrnstadt; a small Town, between the TwoArttli*^ 
where the Prussians have a Free-Battalion. The Prussian Bstt- 
talion resists ; drives Soltikofs people back. ** Never mind," 
think they ; “ a place of no importance to us; and Excellent^ 
Soltikof has ridden elsewhither.” By ill-luck, in the 
noon, Excellency Soltikof happened to mention the place again* 
Hearing that the Prussians still have it, Soltikof mounts into a 
rage; summons the place, with answer still No; thereupon 
orders instant bombardment of it, fiery storms of grenadoe^ for 
it; and has the satisfaction of utterly burning poor Hrf/nstadt# 
'the Prussian Free-Corps still continuing obstinairc. It was ' 
Soltikof’s last act in those parts, and betokens a sulphurous 
stale of humour. * ^ 

Next morning (October aotih), he took the* road Foi^* 
and marched bodily home.^^ Home verily, in spite of 
alembert and all men. ** And for me, what orders ba$ ExceL 

de milUatresetsnrU caractired^ 

^ Teioj^thof, iii. 399, stgt-soo (general account, abundantly nunute), 
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||pcy ?** Loudon had anxiously inquired, on the eve of that 
tyent. None whatever!’* answered Excellency: Do your 
own pleasure; go whithersoever seems good to you.” And 
tendon had to take a wide sweep round? by Kalish, through 
the western parts of Poland ; and get homejto the Troppau- 
Teschen Country as he best could. 

By Kalish, by Czenstochow, Cracow, poor Loudon had to 
go; a dismal march of 300 miles or more, — waited-on latterly 
by Eouquet, with Werner, Goltz and others, on the Silesian 
Border; whom Friedrich had ordered thither for such end. 
I^hotn Loudon skilfully avoided to fight ; having already, by 
desertion and by hardships, lost half his men on the road, 
enough to get home and under roof, with his 20,000 

S ne to 10,000 ; and to make bargain with Fouquet: “Truce, 
m, through Winter ; neither of us to meddle with the other, 
unless ufter a fortnight’s warning given. November \st, a 
month before this, the King, earned on a litter by his soldiers, 
had quitted •Sophienthal ; and, crossing the River by Koben, 
got ?j^Glogau.*'* The greater part of his force, 13,000 under 
Hiilsen, he had immediately sent on for Saxony ; he himself 
iiitending to wait recovery in Glogau, with this Silesian wing 
of the business happily brought to finis for the present. 

On the Saxon side, too, affairs are in such a course that 
the ICing can be patient at Glogau till he get well. Everything 
i$ prosperous in Saxony since that March on Hoyerswerda ; 
Henri^ with his Fincks and Wunsches, beautifully posted m 
the Meissen-Torgau region ; no dislodging of him, let Daun, 
with his big mass of forces, try as he may. Daun, through 
tine* month of October, is in various Camps, in Schilda last of 
all ; Henri successively in two ; in Strehla for some ten days ; 
then in Torgau for about three weeks, carefully intrenched, 
~where traces of him will turn-up (not too oppoitunely) next 
<^aun, from whatever Camp, goes labouring on this 
side anS dil that ; on every side the deft Henri is as sharp af 
h^pdles ; nothing to be made of him by the cunning movements 
coutlivances of Daun. Very fine manoeuvring it was, 
on Henri’s part ; a charm to the soldier mind ; — 
giveu mihutely in l^empelhof, and capable of being followed 


W in Rddewbeck, i ^196. 

W Xetn^l^Qpl^ lii. ayd, «8x. 384 (Hcnn in StrehU, October 4th*- 17th 
OawKS), Daun * quits his Camp of JSelgern' for that oT Sch 
k6t in those parts). ^ 


tlsence to 
ilda, which 
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(if you have Maps and Patience) into the last details* ln«» 
structive really to the soldier; — but must be, almost aU, 
omitted here. One beautiful slap to Duke d’Ahrembcrg (a 
poor old friend^ of baun’s ours) we will retnember ; 

“Action of Pretoch'* they call it ; defeat, almost capture of 
poor D'Ahremberg ; who had been sent to dislodge the Prince, 
by threatening his supplies, and had wheeled, accordingly, 
eastward, wide away; but, to his astonishment, found, after a 
march or two, Three select Prussian Corps emerging on him, 
by front, by rear, by flank, with Horse-artillery (quasi-miracu- 
lous) bursting-out on hilltops, too, — and, in sho^, nothing for 
it but to retreat, or indeed to run, in a considerably ruinous 
style : poor D’Ahremberg 1^7 On the whole, Daun is reduced 
to a panting condition ; and knows not what to do. His plans 
were intrinsically bad, says Tempelhof ; without beating Henri 
in battle, which he cannot bring himself to attempt, he, in aU 
probability, will, were it only for difficulties of the commis- 
sariat kind, have to fall-back Dresden-ward, ahd altogether 
take himself away.^® 

After this sad slap at Prctsch, Daun paused for considera- 
tion ; took to palisading himself to an extraordinary degree, 
slashing the Schilda Forests almost into ruin for this end; 
and otherwise sat absolutely quiet. Little to be done but take 
care of oneself. Daun knows withal of Hulsen’s impending 
advent with the Silesian 13,000 ; — November ad, Hiilsen is 
actually at Muskau, and his 13,000 magnified by rumour to 
20,000. Hearing of which, Daun takes the road (November 
4lh) ; quits his gloriously palisaded Camp of Schilda ; feels 
that retreat on Dresden, or even home to Bohemia altogether, 
is the one course left. 

And now, the important Bautzen Colloquy of Saturday 
September i $th having here brought its three or more /Jourses 
«>f Activity to a pause, — we will glance at the fajjfitfere im- 
portant Thursday 1 3///, other side the Ocean : 

Ah(n>c Quebec, Night op September \ In profound' silence, on 

the stream of the St. Lawrence far away, a notihle adventure k going 
on. Wolfe, from two points well above Quebec (“As a last shiS, we 
will try that way”), wkh about 5,000 men, is silently descending in 

ipeytazeu, iu 634-637), * Hof herickt voti deram ao October best 

Meurd (chiefly PretscK^ * vorgefallenen Action;’ ib. ii. 54311. 

38 Tonptlbof, lil 207-88^ 
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boats ; with purpose to climb the Heights somewhere on this side the 
City, and he in upon it, if Fate will. An enterprise of almost sublime 
tmture ; very great, if it can succeed. The cliffs all beset to his left 
hand, Montcalm in person guarding Quebec Vith his main strength. 

Wolfe silently descends ; mincf made up ; thoughts hushed quiet 
into one great thought ; in the ripple of the peiqfttual waters, under 
tlie grim cliffs and the eternal stars. Conversing with his people, he 
was heard to recite some passages of Gray’s Elegy, lately come out to 
those parts; of which, says an car- witness, he expressed his admiration 
to an enthusiastic degree: ‘‘Ah, these arc tones of the Eternal Melo- 
dics, are not they? A man might thank Heaven had he such a gift ; 
almo^ as we giight for succeeding here. Gentlemen Next morning 
(Thursday 13th September 1759), Wolfe, with his 5,000, is found to 
have scrambled-up by some woody Neck in the heights, which was not 
quite precipitous ; has trailed one cannon with him, the seamen busy 
bringing up another; and by 10 of the clock stands ranked (really some- 
what in the Friedrich way, though on a small scale); ready at all points 
for Montcalm, but refusing to be over-ready. 

Montcalm, on first hearing of him, had made haste : ‘ ‘ Only je Ics 
tfffis ils ne ^ivent pas ftre / je vais les Scrascr (to smash them) !*’ said 
he, by way of keeping his people in heart. And marches up, beauli- 
fiillj>^ilful, neglecting none of his advantages. Has numerous Cana- 
dian sharpshooters, preliminary Indians in the bushes, with a provoking 
fire: “ Steady !” orders Wolfe; “from you not one shot till they arc 
within thirty yards. ” And Montcalm, volleying and advancing, can 
get no response, more than from Druidic stones ; till (U thirty yards 
the stones become vocal, — and continue so at a dreadful rate; and, in 
a space of seventeen minutes, have blown Montcalm’s regulars, and the 
gallant Montcalm himself, and their second in command, and their 
third, into ruin and destruction. In about seven minutes more the 
agony was done; ‘English falling-on with the bayonet, Highlanders 
with the claymore;’ fierce pursuit, rout total : — and Quebec and Canada 
^ good as finished. The thing is yet well known to every English- 
man;*^ and how Wolfe himself died in it, his beautiful death. 

Truly a bit of right soldierhood, this Wolfe. Manages his small 
resources in a consummate manner; invents, contrives, attemiits and 
re-attempts, irrepressible by difficulty or discouragement. How could 
a Fried^lpl^iimself have managed this Quebec in a more artistic wayj 

^ Professcii^RobwDn, then a Naval junior, in the boat along with Wolfe, aftcr- 
wardii a well-known Professor of Natural Philosophy at Edinburgh, was often heard, 
by persons whom I have heard again, to repeat tms Anecdote. See Playfair, 

of Prefessor Robison, — in Transactions of Royal Society of Kdin- 
burifh^l 495 et seq. 

W ^Uury details of it .seem to be very ill known (witness Colonel Beatson's 

Otliterwike rather carefUl Pamphlet, The Plains of Abraham, written quite lately, 
we iati soon to dte farther) : and they would m ell de.serve describiiig iu the 
Sii^arih^Wlaigm;, or even in the Tewpelhqf^rscy , — could an English Of|cei, on 
the Jipot as this Colonel was, be found to do itl—Details are in Beatson (quite an- 
other ‘Bcatson’), ii. 300-308: iu Gentleman* s Maga^' 

*75^ the Despatches and particulars: see also Walpole, Gcorge^ihe Second, 
«i« ax7-^a8* 
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The small Battle itself, 5,000 to a side, and such odds of 
Canadians, reminds you of one of Friedrich’s ; wise arrai)i|ji(aiients f 
exact foresight, preparation corresponding j caution with audacjtys in- 
dexible discipline, silent ^ill its time come, and then blaxin^Otlt; as 
see. The piettiesl^ soldiering I hs^^e heard of amot^ the English fpr 
several generationsi Amherst, Commander-in-chief, i$ diligently nooS'* 
ing, and tying-up, the French military settlements, Niagara, Tico)^<kr- 
ago ; Canada all round : but this is the heart or windpipe of Itj keep 
this firm, and, in the circumstances, Canada is yours. 

Colonel Beatson, in his recent Pamphlet, TTie P/atHS 0/ Ah^ke^m^ 
— which, especially on the military side, is distressingly ignoratkt a»d 
shallow, though not intentionally incorrect anywhere,— ^ives E|Ctranta 
from a Letter of Montcalm’s {‘ Quebec, 24th August 1^759*), wjhich ix 
highly worth reading, had we room. It prtxlicts to a hoirsbreodth* hot 
only the way ‘ M. Wolfe, if he understands his trade, will take to beat 
and ruin me if we meet in fight but also, — with a sagacity singular 
to look at, in the years 1775-7, and perhaps still more in the years 
1860-3, — consequences to those unruly English* Colo* 
nial and otliei . If he beat me here, France has lost America utterly/^ 
thinks Montcalm : “Yes ; — and one’s only consolation In tep years 
farther, America will be in revolt against England V* Montcalip’^iiityk 
of writing is not exemplary; but his power of faithful observation, pis 
sagacity, and talent of prophecy are so considerable, we are tempted 
to give the ipsissima verba of his long Letter in regard to those tU'O 
points, — the rather as it seems to have fallen much out of sigh^ in otir 
day: 

Montcalm to a Cousin in France* 

** Camp before Quebec, a4th Au|piist 

“ Monsieur et cher Cousin^ — Here I am, for more than three months 
** past, at handgrips with M. Wolfe ; who ceases not day or nigbtsto hom- 
** bald Quebec, with a fury which is almost unexampled in the Siege 
** of a Place one intends to retain after taking it.” . . . * Will never 
‘ take it in that way, however, by attacking from the River oi' smith 

♦ shore; only ruins us, but docs not enrich himself. Not an inch neater 

* his object than he was three months ago ; and in one month more 

' the equinoctial storms will blow his Fleet and him away. — ^Quebec, 
' then, and the preservation of the Colony, you think, must^bOj^ good 
‘‘as safe? “Alas, the fact is far otherwise. The capture *of Quebec 
“ depends on what we call a stroke-of 4 iand” — (But let us tak^ to 
Original now, for Prediction First) : d , 

“ Za prise de Quebec dlpend d^un coup tk rnmn* Za 
** fnaitrvs de la riviere: Us ifont efeciutr um de$eenH W" At riSev 
** oU e4U PiHe^ sans fortifications et sans difmse^ est skule. Zes 
** en Statdt me prhenter\la bataille; pte je ne pourreds plus ei 

*♦ fue je nedepyds l»s gdpter, M. JVol/e, en efiet^ Hi mltUtf 

** n*a pdtt*essuyer k premier feuy venir ensuite d grands pas sur m$d 
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f* iBtrf^^e^fairehbmtpfrtafUsa dicharge: mes Canadiens^ sans discipline^ 
f* ^ards 4 4* tfoix du tambour etdes instrumens militmresj dirangis pat 
^ itePte mwre^ ne sauront plus reprendre lettrs rangs, Ils sont d^ailleurs 
** sans baioftet^ pour rJpondre 4 celles de Venmemi: il ne leur reste qu'h 
^ mevoilh battu sans resource (This |s a curioujs^ly exact 

1) *l yvotdt survive, however; defeat Hfere, in this stage of 
^ OIMT idBiirs, means loss of America altogether : “ il est des stiuations 
** ^4 il ne tes^ plus 4 un GSniral gue de perir avec konneur .^’* — “ Mes 
** sentimens sont frm^s^ et tls Ic seront jusgue dans le tomheaUy si dans 
** k tombem on est encore guelgue chose, 

**^yeme consolerai du mains de ma difaite^ etde la petie dela Colonic^ 
par rintime persuasion oh je suid^ (Prediction Second, which is still 
mjkove cution^, **gue cette difaite vaudra^ mi jow% 4 ma Patrie plus 
** pdum vktdre; et gue le vaingneur, en s'ap-andissant^ trouvera un 
** iOfUbeeut dans son agrandissement mime, 

Ce gue faxance ici^ man cher Cousin ^ vous par at tr a un paradoxe: 
mde uU moment de ri flexion politique ^ un coup d^onl sur la situation 
des ehoses en Amiriguey et la veriti de vion opinion brillera dans tout 
^ sm jourP ' Nobody will obey, unless necessity compel him : roih) 
* let iommes:^gine of any kind a nuisance to them ; and of all men in 
^ file world les Anglais are the most impatient of obeying anybody. 

ce sontdh les Anglais de V Europe^ dest em ore plus Ics Anglais 
d^Amifigue, Une grande partie de ces Colons sont les enfans de ces 
hotnutes gui s'^expatriirent dans ces tanps de trouble oh Vancienne A ngle- 
terre, en ptde aux divisions f itcdt aitagnie dans se^ privileges, ct droits; 
** d altbrent chercker en Amhigue une ierre oh ils phssent 7nvf'e et mourir 
A'|Sm it presgue indipendants: — et ces enfans n^ont pas dighiere des 
** smtimens rfpublicmns de leurs pbrcs, D*autres sont des hommes ennemis 
** de tout de tout assujiiissemeni, gue le gouvernevient y a trans^ 

** porks pomr Uurs crimes, IPautres, enfin, sont un ratnas de difff rentes 
ddtkns de PMuropCt gui tiennent trbs-peu h Vancienne Angletenv par 
U cantr et le segment; tous^ en gincral^ ne ce souciuit gueres du Roi 
mi dm Parlement d'Angleiei 

ks eonnais Heuy — non sur da rapports etrangnSy mats sur des 
** iprrespoUdances et des in/orniatiofis secrelesy gue fai nwi-mlme menagics ; 
** et domtf un jour, si Dieu me p9‘$te ide, je pourrai Jaire usage h Vavant^ 
** de ma Patrie, Pour surcroit de bonheur pour eu r, tons ces Colons 
somt^^ps^enues, dans un Itat trts-forissant ; ils sont nombreux ^ 
recueiUmt dans le sein de leur patrie toutes les nicessitis de 
i* 9de„ Vaudenne Angleterfe a Iti assez sotte, et asses dupe, pour leur 
laiktet hjg^ir ches eux les arts, les mltiers, les manufactures : — dest 4 
ml eke leur a ledssi briser la ckaine de besoins gui les liait, gut 
^ 4 eke, et gui les fait dlpendants, Aussi toutes ces Colonies 

^mgpb^esmirmitmt-eiles depuis longtemfs seeoul le joug, chague province 
une petite ripublique indipendante, si la crainie^de voir 
m leur porte n* avail ill un frein gui les avail retenu. 

Ppakret pour maitres, ils ont prlfbrl leurs compatriotes ausmitrangers : 



S30 LIKE TO BE OVERWHELMEli. BobkXlX. 

4 ^ Oct.Mlk Nov. X 750 f 

** prenant cepcndant pour maxime de f^obMr que le fnoius quHU pourralmt 
** Mau quc le Canada vtnthHreconquis^ ctqueks CanadknsetrH Colqm 
** ne f assent plus gu'unc seulpeuplc^ — et la pretnih^c occasion okVantknnC 
A ngleler re sembler ait toucher b Imrs intirtts^ croyez-vous, mon cker 
Cousin^ quc ces ^jlotis obliront ? Et qu^ auraientMs h craiudrc m it 
rh'oltant ^ Jc suk si stir de c' que fkns^ que je ne donnerais 
pas dix a ns aprh la conquPie du Canada pour m votr VaccompUste- 
ment. 

Voilii ce qui\ coturnc Franqais, me console aufourd* hut du danger 
** imviinenf^ que court ma Patricj de voir cctle Colonie pet due pour 

Montcalm had been in the Belleisle Retteai from Preig 
(December 1742) ; in the terrible Exilles Business (July 
I747)» where the Chevalier de Belleisle and 4 or 5»ooo lost 
their lives in about an hour. Captain Cook was at Quebec, 
Master in the Royal Navy ; * sounding the River, and pitting 
down buoys.’ Bougainville, another famous Navigator, was 
Aide-de-Camp of Montcalm. There have been far-sounding 
Epics built together on less basis than lies ready 'nere, in this 
Capture of Quebec ; — which itself, as the Decision that^tme- 
rica is to be English and not French, is surely an Epoch in 
World-History! Montcalm was 48 when he perished; Wolfe 
33. Montcalm’s skull is in the Ursulines Convent at Quebec, 
— shown to the idly curious to this day. 

It was on October 17th, — while Friedrich lay at Sophien- 
thal, lamed of gout, and Soltikof had privately fixed for home 

3* In Befitson, Lieutenant-CoIonc-l K.E.. The Plains of Abraham; Nofei ofiginat 
ami selected (CnhvoXixi , (r.irrison Library 1858), pp. 38 ct seq. : Extract from 

* Lettres de M. le Martjun dc Mo?iti.alm d MM. De lierryer et De la MoUl 1757- 
759 ( Lentil cs, T777),' -which is not In the lJntish-Mu<!eum Library, on applyiiig: 
.nd seems to be a forgotten Book. {Note of hirst Edition, 1865 ) 

*A Copy is in the Poston Athenceum library ^ New-Kngland: it is a JBamphlot 
rather tlmn a Book ; contains Two Letteib to lierryer Ministre de la Marim^ bo* 
sides this to Mold the Cousin; Buhlishcr is the noted J. Almon, — in French and 
English.* (From Bndon Sunday Comierf of toth Aiirii 1868, where thk Letter iik 
reproduced.) 

In the Temple Library, London, 1 have since found a Copy : pd, on strict survey, 
um obliged to pronounce the whole VixmphXeX a Forgery, — especially the Leltieri 
ic “ Berryer Minister 0/ Marine;"’ who was not yet Minister of X'yCTUUg, nor 
thought of 4is likely to be, for many months after the date of those Lelfiiri* addressed 
to him as such! Intern d evidence too, were such at all wanted, is abundant in these 
Jierryer Letters which ate of gross and almost stupid strutilure in coipparieon to 
the Mod one. As this Utter U.is already got into various *iooks, and^Xsen argued 
of in Barliaments and high jdaces (Lord Shelburne asserd \% jt to be spurious, Lofd 
Mansfield to be genuine : Eeport of Parliamentary Debatis m Gentleman" Smajfa* 
zine for November and for Duember *777, pp. St;; sf>o), -it may be allowed to con- 
tinue here m the condemned state- Forger, probably, some F.x-Canadian, or other 
American Moyalist, ^anxious^to do the Insurgent Party and their iititish AjiologiRts 
an ill turfi, in tbatcrmcal year;— -had sbot-oflfhis Pamphlet to voracious Almon ; vdio 
prints without preface or criticism, and even without cox reeling tlfb pfest*. {Note qp 
July x8d8.) I 3 * Licutlenaiit-Coloncl licatbou, pp. a8, 15, 
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(went that day week)» — that this glorious bit of news reached 
England. It was only three days after that other, bad and 
almost hopeless news, from the same quarter ; news of poor 
Wolfe's Repulse, on the other easterh side of Quebec, July 
31st, known to us already, not known in England till October 
14th, Heightened by such contrast, the news filled all men 
with a strange mixture of emotions. ‘The incidents of Dra- 

* matic Fiction/ says one who was sharer in it, ‘could not have 
‘ been conducted with more address to lead an audience from 
‘ despondency to sudden exultation, than Accident had here 
‘ prepared fo excite the passions of a whole People. They 

* despaired ; they triumphed ,* and they wept, — for Wolfe had 
‘fallen in the hour of victory! Joy, grief, curiosity, astonish- 
‘ ment, were painted in every countenance : the more they 
‘ inquired, the higher their admiration rose. Not an incident 
’ but was heroic and alfecling.’^*^ America ours ; but the noble 
Wolfe now not ! 

What Pitt himself said of these things, we do not much 
heaii» On the meeting of his I^arliamcnt, about a month 
hence, his Speech, somebody having risen to congratulate 
and eulogise him, is still recognisably of royal quality, if we 
evoke it from the Walpole Notes. Very modest, very noble, 
true ; and with fine pieties and magnanimities delicately 
audible in it : “ Not a week all Summer but has been a 
** crisis, in which I have not known whether I should not 
be tom to pieces, instead of being commended, as now by 
** the Honourable Member, The hand of Divine Providence ; 
“ the more a man is versed in business, the more he every- 
“ where traces that!” . . . “Success has given us unanimity, 
“ not unanimity success. For my own poor share, I could 
^*not have dared as I have done, except in these times. 
“ Other Ministers have hoped as well, but have not been so 
“ circ^pnstanced to dare so much.” . . . “ I think the stone 
“ almost \)lled to the top of the hill ,* but let us have a cartf ; 
“ it may rebound, and hideously drag us down with it again. 

The eessential truth, moreover, is, Pitt has become King 
of Eugland ; so lucky has poor England, in its hour of crisis, 
again been. And the difference between an England guided 
by some kind of Friedrich (temporary Friedrich, absolute, 
though of Ipsecure tenure), and by* a Newcastle and the 

W Walpole, iji, aip Ib. iii. 245 ; Thackeray, it 446. 
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Clack of Tongues, is very great t But for Pitt, th<tre mi 
been no Wolfe, no Amherst ; Duke Ferdinand had 
Royal Highness of Ctjinberland, — and all things going rot^hi 
him in St Vitus, ^.at their old rate. This man is a King, ^ 
the time being, King really of the Friedrich type an 4 tdles 
Friedrich himself not more despotically, where heed is. Fita*S 
War Offices, Admiralties, were not of themselves quick-going 
entities ; but Pitt made them go. Slow-paced Lords in OIRse 
have remonstrated, on more than one occasion: "ImpoMMe, 
Sir ; these things cannot be got ready at the time you otdhf T* 
** My Lord, they indispensably must,” Pitt livoul'd ansiw^ (a 
man always reverent of coming facts, knowing how inestdr^O 
they are) ; and if the Negative continued obstinate in afgu- 
ment, he has been known to add : ** My Lord, to the King's 
service, it is a fixed necessity of time. Unless the time is 
kept, I will impeach your Lordship I” Your LordshipTs h#ad 
will come to lie at your Lordship’s feet I Figure a podr 
of Newcastle, listening to such a thing and IfnouHlng that 
Pitt will do it ; and that he can, such is his favoui^^l^ 
universal England ; — and trembling and obeying. War-re<5fUi* 
sites for land and for sea are got ready u^ith a Prus^an 
punctuality, — at what multiple of the Prussian expense, is A 
smaller question for Pitt. 

It is about eighteen months ago that Pownal, Governor 
of New England, a kind of half-military person, not Without 
sound sense, though sadly intricate of utterance,— whom 
Pitt, just entering on Office, has, I suppose, asked ad opinion 
on America, as men do of Learned Counsel on an iidpedding 
Lawsuit of magnitude, — ^had answered, in his long^-wlndedi 
intertwisted, nearly inextricable way, to the effect, ** Sir* I 
dine to fear, on the whole, that the Action will liO,— ^thaf, 

on the whole, the French will eat America from m in i^ite 
of our teeth. January 15th, 1758, that is tljp /Pownal 
Opinion-of-Counsel and on September 13th, 1^59, this i« 
what we have practically come to. And on Septembd^ 7th* 
1760, within twelve months more, — AmheM, descending the 
Rapids from Ticohderago side, and two other little 
ascendittg Quebec and Louisburg, to meet him at Mont- 
real, have proved punctual almost to an hour; and are id 

In TAatkeray, il 4a»-45a, PownaVs intricate Report (hiy oi* 

whatever calb it, ** on the De/enee 0/ (he Iniaftd Rrontieri, \m fkXm 
date ^isdi January X758/ 
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to extinguish, by triple pressure (or what we call 
the French Governor-General in Montreal, a Mon- 
sieur de Vaucireuil, and his Montreal and his Canada alto- 
gether ; and send the French J|odily home out of those Conti- 
Which may dispense us from spjaking farther on 
the subject, 

Frohi the Madras region, too, from India and outrageous 
lUdly, the news are good. Early in Spring last, poor Lally, 
--a man of endless talent and courage, but of dreadfully em- 
phatic loose tongue, in fact of a blazing ungoverned Irish turn 
of mind, — had instantly, on sight of some small Succours 
from Pitt, to raise his siege of Madras, retire to Pondichery ; 
and, in fact, go plunging and tumbling downhill, he and his 
India with him, at an ever-faster rate, till they also had got 
fO the Abyss. **My policy is in these five words, English- 
man in tf^s Peninsula'' wrote he, a year ago, on landing in 
India ; and now it is to be No Frenchman ^ and there is one 
word in th^ five to be altered! — Of poor Lally, zealous and 
forio'ei over-much, and nearly the most unfortunate and worst- 
used man of genius” I ever read of, whose lion-like struggles 
against French Oificial people, and against Pitt’s Captains 
4 hd their sea-fights and siegings, would deserve a volume to 
themselves, we have said, and can here say, as good as no- 
thing, — except that they all ended, for Lally and French 
India, in total surrender, i6th January 1761 ; and that Lally, 
some years afterwards, for toils undergone and for services 
d,one, got, when accounts came to be liquidated, death on the 
scaffold. Dates I give below. “Gained Fontenoy for us,” 
said many persons ; — undoubtedly gained various things for us, 

^ Cftpitijlatlan between Amherst and Vaudreuil (* Montreal, 8th September 
ih 5 S Articles : in BeaUon^ iii, 274-383. 

»8th April 1758, Lands at Pcndichcry ; instantly proceeds upon Fort St. David. 
144 Jtme 1758, 'Takes it: meant to have gone now on Madras ; but finds he has no 
Money :<^oes extorting money from Black Potentates about. Rajah of Travancore, 
(wc*, n» llwi^nt and extraordinaiy style; and can get little. Nevertheless, 1410 
JPe^^emther Lays Siege to Madras. 

x6i^ Fewrua-y 1759, I*» obliged to quit trenches at Madras, and retire dismally 
tmtm P^ndioheryj-'-to mere indigence, mutiny (*ten muttmes'), Official conspiracy, 
<m4 tdiAesi again. 

mid )!760 j Makes outrush on Wandewash, and the English posted there ; 

ift beatM}'. wiven back into Pondichery. April X76c;^ Is besieged in PoncUcherv. x6th 
la^naaiy Is taken^ Pondichery, French India and he , — ^to Madras he, lest the 
rrijadb Orodai party ktll him, as they attempt to do. 

Arrives, prisoner, in England; thence, on parole, to France 
imd raffs, Jirst October. November 1762, To Bastille ; waits trial nineteen months ; 
trial twp yean, dth May 1755, To be behtaded,^ih was, Si^ Bmisant 
^ disc. ; Voltaire {JFragmmts mr Unde)t in (Euvres^ *83-353 ; 
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fought for us Berserkir-like on all occasions f hoped, in 
end, to be Mardchal de France, and undertook a Champion- 
ship of India, which issues in this way! America and India, 
it is written, are both' to be Pitt’s. Let both, if possible, re- 
main silent to usfhenceforth, 

As to the Invasion-of-England Scheme, Pitt says he does 
not expect the French will invade us ; but if they do, he is 
ready. 


CHAPTER VIL 

rniEDRICH REAPPEARS ON THE FIELD, AND IN SEVEN DAYS 
AFTER COMES THE CATASTROPHE OF MAXEN. 

November 6th-8th, Daun had gone to Meissen Country ; 
fairly ebbing homeward ; Henri following, with Hulscn joined, 
— not vehemently attacking the rhinoceros, but judiciously 
pricking him forward. Daun goes at his slowest step : in 
many divisions, covering a wide circuit ; sticking to all the 
Strong posts, till his own time for quitting them : slqjjj, sul- 
lenly cautious ; like a man descending dangerous precipices 
back foremost, and will not be hurried. So it liad lasted 
about a week ; Daun for the last four days sitting restive, ob- 
stinate, but Henri pricking into him more and more, till the 
rhinoceros seemed actually about lifting himself,-— when Fried- 
rich in person arrived in his Brother’s Camp.^ 

At the Schloss of Herschstein, a mile or two behind Lom- 
matsch, which is Henri’s headquarter (still to westward of 
Meissen ; Daun hanging on, seven or eight miles tO south- 
eastward ahead ; loath to go, but actually obliged), — it was 
there, Tuesday November i 3 lh. that the King met his Brother 
again. A King free of his gout ; in joyful spirits ; and high 
of humour, — like a man risen indignant, once more got to 
his feet, after three-months oppressions and miseries kom the 
unworthy. **Too high,” mourns Retzow, in a gjboniy tone, 
as others do in perhaps a more indulgent one. Beyond 
doubt, Friedrich’s farther procedures in this grave jgid weighty 
Daun business were more or less imprudent ; of a too rapid 
and rash nature; and turned out bitterly unlucky to him. 

Had he left the management to Henri 1” sighed everybody, 
after 'the unlucky event. 

^ Spwxik, 4tlk NoVexnl^er, suptiii 


t T«mp«lbof, ill. 30x»30$ 



Omp^nt ^CATASTROPHE OF MAXEN. 22$ 

fatfeKdv *759, 

Friedrich mid not arrived above four-and-twenty hours, 
trihen catne in: ** The Austrians in movement again; 
‘itoaUy rolling off Dresden-ward again.” ** Haha, do they 
SftMi roe already f * laughed he : ** WeH I will send Daun to 
the iDevil,” — ^not adding, ** iff can.” And Jistantly ordered 
sharp pursuit, — and sheer stabbing with the ox-goad, not soft 
and dmicate pricking, as Henri’s lately.^ Friedrich, in fact, 
Was in a fiery condition against Daun: “You trampled on 
tnc, you heavy buffalo, these three months ; but that is over 
nowT — and took personally the vanguard in this pursuit. 
And had a hit of hot fighting in the Village of Korbitz (scene 
of that Finck-Haddick ‘Action,* 21st September last, and of 
poor Haddick’s ruin, and retirement to the Waters) ; — where 
the Austrians now prove very fierce and obstinate ; and will 
not go, till well slashed into, and torn out by sheer beating; 
«^Wfalch was ^sibly a kind of comfort to the King*s liumour. 
j^*Ott3F Frufiians do still fight, then, much as formerly! And 
jit was all a^hideous Nightmare, all that, and Daylight and 
Fact^jre come* and Friedrich is himself again!” 

They say Prince Henri took the liberty of counselling him, 
even of entreating him: “Leave well alone; why run risks?” 
said Maari. Daun, it was pretty apparent, had no outlook 
at the present but that of sauntering home to Bohmen ; leav- 
ing Dresden to be an easy prey again, and his whole Cam- 
paign to fall futile, as the last had. Und<:r Henri’s gentle 
driving he would have gone slower ; but how salutary, if he 
only wentl These were Henri’s views : but Friedrich was 
not in the slow humour ; impatient to be in Dresden ; “ will 
be quartered there in a week,” writes he, “ and more at lei- 
sure than now.”8 He is thinking of Leuthen, of Rossbach. 

Campaign 1757, so gloriously restored after ruin ; and, in 
the fire of his soul, is hoping to do something similar a second 
iktie. ^hat is Retzow’s notion : who knows but there may 
be tmtn iff^t? A proud Friedrich, got on his feet again a.(\. !*• 
sudi USSge; — nay, who knows whether it was quite so uawoc 
to be impressive on the slow rhinoceros, and try to fix some 
thomin his snout, or say (figuratively), to hobble hi$ hind-feet ; 
which, I am told, would have been beautifully ruinous; and 


* ii* tCS; Tempelhdf, iil 306 , ^ , , « • a* v . 

• * WUs 4 rai^ tnh November still more igth November, Fnedtich to 

VriWhe, ill hiiJi sfixits that way (CEuvres de FridirUi xxiu. 06;. 

V0U vm. 
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though riskish, was not hnpossible?* Ill* it mdisputstbiy 
turned out; and we have, with brevity, to how, 
readers to their judgment of it. V ! 

It ws in the Village ofErogis, about six miles forward^ ■ 

Meissen -Freyberg^* road, a mile or two on iVom Korbitz, ali^ diri^tly 
after the fierce liltle tussle in that Village, — that Friediich, 
still up, gave the Order for Maxen, which proved so unlucky to him. 
Wtinsch had been shot-off in pursuit of the beaten Austrians ; but th^ 
ran too fast; and Wunsch came back without farther result, s® 
in the day Back as far as Krogis, where the next Headqu^tr fc th 
be ; — ^and finds the King still in a'fulminant condition ; none the ihfider, ; 
it is likely, by Wunsch^s returning without result. ‘ ■•G6 : 

** General Finck; bid him inarch at once!” orders the ; and 
rapidly .gives Wunsch the Instructions Finck is to follow. Fmck and 
his Corps are near Nossen, some ten miles ahead of ICrogis, somie 
twenty west from Dresden. There, since yesterday, stands Finck, in- 
festing the left or western flank of the Austrians, — what was their leff, 
and will be again, when they call halt and face round, on us >— Let 
Finck now march at once, quite round that w’estem flank ; by Freyl>erg, 
Dippoldiswalde, thence east to Maxcn ; plant himself aliduxen (a aozen 
miles south of Dresden, among the rocky Hills), and stick diligently 
in the rear of those Austrians, cutting-off, or threatening out-off, 
their communications with Bohemia, and block the Pirna Country for 
them. 

Friedrich calculates that, if Daun is for retreating by Couhy 
try, this will, at lowest, be a method to quicken him ih that 
or perhaps it may prove a method to cut-off sucfi retreat 
and force Daun to go circling by the Lattsitz Hills and AVilderaessseg, 
exposed to tribulations which may go nigh to ruin him. T^tts 
rich's proud thought : an unfortunate Campaign j windifigS^, nevey 
theless, as 1757 did, in blazes of success!’^ And truly, if Friedrich 
could have made himself into Two; and, while flashing and charging 
in Daun's front, have been in command at Maxen in DaufivS rear,^ 
Friedrich could have made a pretty thing of this Maxen Enterprise; 
and might in good part have realised his proud program. But there 
is no getting two Friedrichs. Finck, a . General of approved quality, 
he is the nearest approach we can make to a second Friedrich ; — and 
tthe, ilMuck too superadding itself, proves tragically inad equate. Arfc«|v 
sets all the world,, and Opposition Ketisow, exclaiming, “ See : 
goes before a fall,!”; — ; ^ y 

At 3^in the afienio^n, Fri'edricb, intem^ely ;.surire5dhg 
^f Ivrd^is the new i\ttiitfian movtuMau.-i and iHh.i lions, is astonished, 
not :^eeably Wbqt, still only here, I loi r Gentr-al I”), by a personal 
visit ffdhl Finclv Finck finds the Maxcn luisinf.ss intricate, precarious; 
udshus further insiruf lions, brings iorwanl this objection and that 

i .^.Te&peiiioiiSil 317, 
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Fiitirich at last%nswers, impatiently: “Yon Imow I can’t stand 
;‘* inaki%/of diiliGulties (iiV ttfms doss ichdk IHficultdtm nithi Iddm 
^Khmn; machs dost Er fort kommi ) ; contrive to get it done!” With 
w^ich poor comfort Finck has to ride back to l^iTossen ; and sdheme-out 
his dispositions overnight. 

Next Finck gets on "march ; drives the 

S l^ichsfolk out of Freyberg; reaches Dippoldiswalde : — “ Freyberg is 
my Magazm^ considers Finck; ^ * Dippoldiswalde my halfway 
liOU^j of my poor Eighteen shall stand there, and 

the mieal-carts, ” Friday 1 6th, Finck has his Vanguard, Wunsch 
heading it, in possession of Maxen and the Heights; and on Saturday 
tfoe^h^ with all his people and equipments. I should think 
Shout odd *nen: in a most intersected, intertwisted Hill Country; 
itei dells and winding brooks ; — it is forecourt of the Pirna 

rocks, our celebrated Camp of Gahmig lies visible to nortli, Dohna and 
the Rothwa&cr bounding us to east ;* — m grim November weather, 
some snow falling, or snow-powder, alternating with sleet and glazing 
frosts: by no^means a beautiful enterprise to Finck. Nor one of his 
own choosing, had one a choice in snch cases. 

To Haun* nothing could be more unwelcome than this news of 
Finck, embattled there at Maxen in the inextricable Hill -country, direct 
on the ftad of Daun’s meal-carts and Bohemian communications. And 
truly withal, -~what Daun does not yet hear, but can guess, — there is 
gouc, in supplement or as auxiliary to Finck, a fierce Hussar party, 
Kleist, their fiercest Hussar since Mayer died; who this 
yery day, at Aussig, burns Daun’s first considerable Magazine ; and has 
others in Yiewfdrthe same fate.* An evident thing to Daun, that Finck 
being thdre) uaeal has ceased. 

: Daun falls back on Dresden ; Saturday 17th, takes 

pO^lh of Plpuen (Ptanm’sche Grund); an impassable Chasm, 

'sheer it on both sides, stretching southward from Dresden in 
: oftbe Hill Gentry: thither Daun marches, there to consider 

is to be done with Finck. Amply safe this position is; none 
.better in the world : a Village, Plauen, and a Brook, Weistritz, in the 
llOttom 0$ this exquisite Chasm ; sheer rock-walls on each side, — high 
especially on the Daun, or south side; — headquarters can be in Dres- 
itself; room for your cavalry on the plain ground between Dresden 
ittid the%h:s\|m. A post both safe and comfortable; only you must 11 t* 
. ipl|er ih;^iaki«g-up your mind as to Finck; for Friedrich has iolloue.l 
Friedrich’s headquarter is already Wilsdnif, which an 
hour or twofugo was Daun\s; at Kesseisdorf vigilant Ziethen is van- 
guard. So that Friedrich looks over on you from the northern brow 
of your. Chasm; delays are not good near such a neighbour, 

Daun,r — surged -on by Lacy, they say,— is not long in deciding that, 
the short tvay out will be to attack Finck in the Hills. 

'• Map, p. 93*7. 

♦ Fntdrich's second Letter to Voltaire, Wilsdtuf, * I9tli Noveinber #759. 
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Daun is in the Hills, as well as Finck (this Planen Chasm is th^ bohnd* 
ary-ditch of die Hills) : Daim, with 27,000 horse and foot, mdlrhlg m 
from this western part; 3,000 light people (one Sincere the leader of 
them) moving simultaneously from Dresden itself, that is, from pitxcth- 
ward or north-westward; i2,oo<r Reichsfolk, horse and foot, part of 
them already to jjuth-eastwand of Finck, other part stealing*on by the 
Elbe bank thitherward : here, from three different points 5 f the dom** 
pass, are 42,000. These simultaneously dashing-in, from west| north, 
south, upon Finck, may surely give account of his 12,000 and lumt 
If only we can keep Friedrich dark upon it; which surely OUT Pa|i^ 
douis will contrive to do. 

Finck, directly on arriving at Maxen, had reported himself to the 
King; and got answer before next morning : ** Very well; but draw-in 
those Four Battalions you have left in Dippoldiswalde ; hit with the 
whole of your strength, when a chance offers.” Which^ order Finch, 
literally and not too willingly, obeys; leaves only some light remnant 
in Dippoldiswalde, and reinforcement to linger within reach, till a cer- 
tain Bread -convoy come to him, which will be due*' next morning 
(Monday 19th); and which does then safely get liomj,^ though under 
annoyances from cannonading in the distance. 

Sunday i%th^ Finck fails not to reconnoitre from the highest Hitlt 
top; to inquire by every method: he finds, for certain, that the enemy 
are coming in upon him. With his own eyes he sees Keichsfolk match- 
ing, in quantity, south-eastward by the Elbe shore: ** Intending to- 
wards Dohna, as is like — ^and dispatched Wunsch, who, accordingly, 
drove them out of Dohna. Of all this Finck, at once, sent word to 
Friedrich. Who probably enough received the message; but who 
would get no new knowMge from it, — vigilant Ziethetl having, 
Austrian deserters and otherwise, discovert this of the Relchsfblk; 
and furthermore that Sincere with 3,000 was in motion, from the north, 
upon Finck. Sunday evening, Fri^rich dispatches Ziethen^s Report; 
which punctually came to Finck’s hand ; but was the last thing he re- 
ceived from Friedrich, or Friedrich from him. The intervening Fan- 
dours picked-up all the rest. The Ziethen Rep&rtt of two or three lines, 
most succinct but sufficient, like a cutting of hard iron, is to be read 
in many Books ; we may as well give the Letter and it : 

Friedrich^ $ Letter {Wihdrufy t%ih Navefuber 1759).^ % My dear 
“ General -Lieutenant von Finck,-— I send you the t^iiclosed Fepri 
from General Ziethen, showing what is tlie lie of matters as seen 
** from this side; and leave the whole to your ulsposition ^nd neoesfsary 

* ‘ measures. I am y ohr well-affectioned King, — F. ” The Enclosure i 
as follows: 

Oe^^al Ziethm^t 'Report (JCesselsdor/^ \%th November *759)* *To 
•yoy Royal Majestj^, send' (no pronoun allowed) * herewith a 

* Corpora], who has deserted from the Austrians. Pe says, Sino^ 
‘ with the Reserve did march with the Reichs Army; but a league be-* 
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*hmd and turned towards Bippoldiswaldc* Grencral l^rentano' 
(Wchla’s old comrade, luckier than Wehla), ^as this Deserter heard 
* last night in Daun*s headquarter, — ^which is in the southern Suburb 
‘ Dresden, in the Countess IVioschjpska’s Garden, — ^was yesterday to 
' liave been in Dohlen* (looking into our outposts the hither side 
of their P|aiien Dell), ‘ but was not there any longer,^ as our Deserter 
passed, * and it was said that he had gone to Maxen at three in the 

Thus curtly is Finck authorised to judge for himself in the new 
djTCumstances. Marginally is added, in Friedrich’s own hand: 

Wird eHtweder mit den Reichern oder mit*Sinceren einen Gang haben^ 
ft ~Bither with the Keichers or with Sincere you will have a bout, I 
suppose, 

Finck, fipm his own Hilltop, on Sunday and Monday, sees all this 
of Ziethen» and much more. Sees the vanguard of Daun himself ap- 
proaching Dippoldiswalde, cannonading his meal -carts as they issue 
there ; on alUsides his enemies encompassing him like bees ; — and has 
a spMnx-riddle on his mind, such as soldier seldom had. Shall he 
manoeuvre hitffiself out, and march away, bread-carts, baggages and all 
entire ?^There is still time, and perfect possibility, by Dippoldiswalde 
there, or by other routes and methods. But again, did not his Ma- 
jesty expect, do not these word,s “a bout” still seem to expect, a bit 
of %hring with somebody or other? Finck was an able soldier, and 
IpS skill and courage well known ; but probably another kind of cour- 
was Wanted this day, of which Finck had not enough. Finck was 
not king of this matter ; Finck was under a King who perhaps mis- 
judged the ttiatter. If Finck saw no method of doing other than hurt 
to his King by staying here, Finck should have had 
courage to come away, and front the King’s unreasonable anger, 
expecting redress one day, or never any redress. That was Finck’s 
> duty « but everybody sees how hard it was for flesh and blood. 

* Finck, truer to the letter than to the spirit, determined to remain, 
all that Monday, his best to prepare himself; called-in his out- 
posts (** Was not I ordered?” thinks Finck, too literally); and sees 
multitudes of enemies settle round him; — Daun alone has 27,000 
men# wlip take catnp at Dippoldiswalde; and in sum-total they are as 
a to i pf!-Figck a Finck still resolute of face, though internally his • 
mougliti;i^ay^e haggard chough. Doubtless he hopes, too, that Fried- 
rich will do something; — unaware that none of his messages reach 
Friudrich. As for Daun, haying seen hi% people safely encamped here, 
he return? to Dresden for the night, to see that Friedrich is quiet, 
Fnedr^ is quiet enough : Daun> at seven next morning ( Tuesd^ 
appears bn the ground again; and from’ all sides Finck is assaulted, 
^-Irom l>aun’s side nearest and soonest, with Daiin’s best vigour! 

; Pippoidiswiftde is some Seven miles from Maxen. DiiScult hill- 
s Xen^^of, iii. 3^9. 
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road all tfee wayi but the steepest, straitest and worst place k at KMto- 
hart^imma, the very first Hamlet after you are out of BippoldiswaMe* 
There is a narrow g:uUej tliere, overhung with heights all round* Th^ 
roads are slippery, glazed with sl^ft and frost ; Cavalry, unroughenod, 
make sad sliding J)md sprawling; hardly the Infantry are ^cjure On 
their feet : a terrible business getting masses of aittUery- wagons, horsic 
and man, through such a Pass ! It is thought, had Finck gatniiKhed 
this Pass of Reinhartsgrimma with the proper batteries, the proper 
musketries, l)aun never w'ould have got tliroiigh. Finti had not a 
gun or a man in it : “ Had not I order? * said he,— again too literally* 
As it was, Daun, sliding and sprawling in the narrow Steeps, had dif- 
ficulties almost too great; and, tliey say, would have given it up, had 
it not been that a certain Major urged, Can be done, Kxcclletlz, and 
shall !” and that the temper of his soldiem was everywhere excellent 
Unfortunate Finck had no artillery to bear on Daun’s transit through 
the Pass. Nothing but some weak bmly of hussars and infantry stood 
looking into it, from the Hill of Uausdoif: even these might have given 
him some slight hindrance; but the^e were played«iij>wi by endkss 
Pandours, ‘issuing from a wood near by,’ with musketries, and at 
length with cannon batteries, one and another ; — ^and hd?l'to fall back, 
or to be called back, to Maxen Hill, where the main force is. 

In the course of yesterday, by continual rcconnoitering, by Aus 
trian deserters, and intense comparison of symptoms, Finck liad com- 
pletely ascertained where the Knemy’s Three Attacks were to be, — 
“on Maxen, from Dippoldiswalde, Trohnitz, Dohna, simultaneously 
three attacks,” it appears; — and had with all his skill arranged himself 
on the Maxell summits to meet these. He stands now elabemttely 
divided into Three groups against thase Three .simultaneities; forpaing 
(sadly wide apart, one would say, for such a force as Finck*s) a very 
obtuse-angled triangle : — the obtuse veitex of which (if readers care to 
look on their Map) is Trohnitz, the road Brentano and Sincere are 
coming. * On the base-angles, Maxen and Dohna, Finck expects Daun 
and the Reich. From Trohnitz to Maxen is near two miles; frdm 
Maxen to Dohna above four. At l>ohna stands Wunsch agaiinst the 
Reich ; Finck himself at Maxen, expecting Dawn, as the pith of the 
whole affair. In this triangular way stands Finck at the topmost 
lieighls of the country, — ‘ Maxen highest, but Hausdorf onjgfc a little 
dower,*— and has not thought of disputing the climb un^artli Too 
literal an eye to his drderi» : alas, he was not himself Ifingi but only 
king’s deputy ! 

is, about ii AM., as I obscurely gather, Dlun has eon* 
<|uered the cliuib ; I-teun’s musketries begin to glitter on tbfe top of 
Haus^lcrfj ad or 13a heavy cannon open their throats there} swii 
tb^ Attr-^ks bripak loose. Fitick*s Maxen batteriai (isws^reely 
higher than Daan%« 4^1 ikr inferior in weight) respond with all dDI* 
gence» the poor re^mlntal field-pieces helping what thhy oalb 
^ * Sketoh of Flaa at fc 031 
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canDLQa»4fi» vfery loUiJ for an hour an4 half ; terrific, but doing littlo 
n!!ff$chief j after which Oann^ss musketries (the ground now snificientiy 
clear to J)aun), which are the practical thing, begin opening, first from 
one point, then fitim another: ami there ensues, for five hours coming, 
at Maiten and at tlie other two poidls of Finck’s triangle, such a series 
of explosive chargings, wheelings, worryings and inmcate death-wrest- 
lings, a$ it would provoke every reader to attempt describing to him. 
Eiccept indeed he were a soldier, bound to know the defence of posts ; 
in which case 1 could fairly promise him that there are means of un- 
derstating the affair, and that he might find benefit in it.* 

Daunts Grenadiers, and Infiantry generally, are in triumphant spirits; 
confident of factory, as they may reasonably be. Finck^s people, too, 
behave tis'eU, some of them conspicuously well, though in gloomier 
mood; and make stubborn fight, successful here and there, but, as a 
whole, not capable of succeeding. By 3 in the afternoon, the Austrians 
have fhrced^the Marten Post; they * enter Maxeu with great shoutings;* 
extrude the obstinate Prussian remnants; and, before long, have the 
poor Village^* on fire in every part.* Finck retreating northward to 
Schmbrsdor^^ towards the obtuse angle of his triangle, if haply there 
may be heljNin that quarter for him’. Daun does not push him much; 
has h^en safely burning in every part. 

From Schmorsdorf Finck pushes-out a Cavalry charge on Brentano. 
♦*CouJd we but repulse Brentano yonder,** thinks he, “I might have 
those Four Battalions to hand, and try again !** But Brentano makes 
such cannonading, the Cavalry swerve to a Hollow on their right ; then 
find they have not ground, and retire quite fruitless. Finck*s Cavalry, 
and the Cavalry generally, with their horses all sliding on the frosty 
mountain-gnarls, appear to be good for little this day. Brentano, vic- 
torious over the Cavalry, comes on with such storm, he sweeps through 
the obtuse angle, home upon Finck; and sweeps him out of Schmors- 
dorf Village to Schmorsdorf Hill, there to take refuge, as the night 
sinks,— and to see himself, if his wild heart will permit him to be can- 
did, a ruined man. Of the Three Attacks, Two have completely suc- 
ceeded on him ; only Wunsch, at Dohna, stands victorious ; he has 
held-back the Reich all day, and even chased it home to its posts tm 
the Rothwasser {JRcd Water), multitudinous as it was, 

Fwb*ftmood, as the November shadows gathered on him,— thg 
equal h^artftnay at least pity poor Finck ! His resolution is fixed : 
*^Cttt ottrfielves through, this night; Dohna is ours: other side that 
Re<l Watetthere are roads j — perish or get through ! ** And the Generals 
(who are tallied now ‘on the Heights ciC Falkenhain and Bloschwite,* 
between Maxen and Dohna) get that Order from him* And 
proved arrange fear executing it, — ^though with outlook more and 
dl^perate, as their scouts report that every pass and post^on the 

"f TejnPelhofi^ii* 307-3117. ytmmal und tifachric&t vm der Qtfangennehmung 
» — a..*.... ^ yoM »759 tSeyfimb, 637-654 )* 
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JRc 4 Water is beset by Reicbsfolk. Wunsch, wiu the bi 

at least may thread his way out, uiider cloud of night, by the Oj^wp^ 
site or Daon side,” calculates Finck. And Wuns<£ sete«<mt ^epid'f 
ingly : a very questionable, winding, subterranean march } dilBcult in 
the extreme, — ^the wearied jAj^shcol horses going at a snaiFs pacej and, 
in the difiicult paft.es, needing to be dragged through with bddle^ and 
even to be left altogether: — in which, withal, it will prove of no use 
for Wunsch to succeed ! Finck’s Generals, endeavouring to rank and 
rearrange through the night, find that their very cartiidj^ are nearly 
^ent, and that of men, such wounding, such deserting has thete been, 
they have, at this time, by precise count, 2,836 rank and €le. Evi^ 
dently desperate. 

At daylight, Daun’s cannon beginning again from the Maxen side, 
Finck sends to capitulate. “Absolute surrender,” answers Datmt 
“ prisoners of war, and you shall keep your private baggage. General 
Wunsch with the Cavalry, he too must turn back and ourrender !” 
Finck pleaded hard, on this last score: “ Geno^al Wunsch, as head of 
the Cavalzy, is not under me ; is himself chief in that departing.” 
But it was of no use: Wunsch had to return (not quit^* got through 
Daun’s Lines, after such a night), and to surrender, lij:e everybody 
else. Like Eight other Generals ; like Wolfersdorf of Torgau, and 
many a brave Officer and man. Wednesday morning aist Nc^^mber 
1759: it is Finck’s fourth day on Maxen; his last in the Prussian 
Service. 

That same Wednesday Afternoon there were ranked in the 
Garfm at Dresden, of dejected Prussian Prisoners from Maxen, what 
exact number was never known : the Austrians said 1 5,000 5 but nobody 
well believed them ; their last certain instalment being only, in correct 
numbers, 2,836. Besides the killed, wounded and ^eady captured, 
many had deserted, many had glided clear off. It is judgM that 
Friedrich lost, by all these causes, about 12,000 men. Gone wholly, 
—with their equipments and appurtenances wholly, which are not 
worth counting in comparison. Finck and the other Generals, 8 of 
them, and 529 Officers, — ^Finck, Wunsch, Wolfersdorf, Mo^ (of the 
Olmiitz Convoy), not to mention others of known worth, tms is itself 
a sore loss to Friedrich, and in present circumstances an irreparable.* ^ 

The outburst and paroxysm of Gazetteer rumour, •^hidh 
urose in Europe over this, must be left to the ^{ilguiatio]!i; 
stiU more the whirlwind of astonishment, grief, remorse and . 
indignation that raged in the h^rt of Frie^ch on /irst hea^ ^ 
ing of It “Hie Caudine Forks f “Scene of iPima over 
a^iin, in reverse form “ Is not your King at last over viddi 
kr said and sang fiulti&nousiy the Gazetteers. As counter* 

chorou to which, in>a certain Royal Heart; “That tdistnable 

« 

• Seyfirtb, ft. $76; ia nrs), the Vioiaa AepPuna 
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l^^rbiind Finck, Unequal to his task; — that over-hasty 1, who 
Amve Mm apoti it! This disgrace, loss nigh ruinous; in fine, 
this infernal Campaign Campagne infernale) I’* The 

AnecdotC'Books abound in det^ls of FriedricMs behaviour at 
Wilsdruf that day; mythical all, or in good |>art, but symbo- 
lising a case that is conceivable to everybody. Or would 
readers care to glance into the very fact with their own eyes? 
As happens to be possible. 

1®. Before Maxen: Friedrich to UArgens and Others* 

*To D^Afgms (Krogis, 15th November,’ order for Maxen just 
given), ‘^Yesterday I joined the Army” (day before yesterday, but 
took the field yesterday), ‘‘and Daun decamped. I have followed 
him thus jar, and will continue it to the frontiers of Bohemia. Our 
“ measures are so taken” (Finck, to wit), “ that he will not get out of 
“ Saxony without coBiderable losses. Yesterday cost him 500 men 
** taken at K'^gis here. Every movement he makes will cost him as 
“ many.”* 

* (Wilsdruf, 1 7th November). ’ “We are verging on the 

“ end ft our Campaign: and I will write to you in eight days fiom 
“ Dresd^, with more composure and coherency than now. 

‘ To ihe same (Wilsdruf, 19th November).’ “The Austrians are 
“ packing-off to Bohemia,— -where, in reprisal for the incendiary opera- 
‘* lions they have done in my countries, I have burnt them two big 
“ magazines. I render the beatified Hero’s retieat as difficult as pos- 
“ sible; and I hope he will come upon some bad adventures within 
“ a few days.”” 

‘ Same day and place^ to JD^ArgensJ* A volley of most rough-paced 
olf-hand Fhyming, direct from the heart ; “ Odd* (as he afterwards 
terms it, or irrepressible extempore Zih) “ to Fortune ;” 

**Marpmf quel ckangement^ what a change! I, a poor heretic 
“ creature, never blessed by the Holy Father ; indeed, little frequent- 
“ ing Church, nor serving either Baal or the God of Israel ; held-down 
“ thesagmany months, and reported by more than one shaven scoun- 
“ drel” (prU^-pamphleteer at Vienna) “to be quite extinct, and gone* 
“ vagabemd over the world,-— see how capricious Fortune, after all 
“ her hundred preferences of my rivals, lifts me with helpful hand 
fruni fhe oeep, and packs this Hero of the Hat and Sword, — whom 
♦* Popesi hUve bless^ what they could, and Who has walked in Pil 
before now” (to Marienzell once, I believe, publicly at 
out of Saxony j panting, harassed goes he, like a stranger 
deg some kitchen where the cook had flogged him out !”*• * * 

S CBieOffs tfe JFhtdSric, xix. xoi. Ib. xxiu. 66. 

« Ik xjdii. 66. i« Ib. *iv. io3.xo6. • 
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(A very escultant Lilt, and with a good deal t3;iore ot the cd»attticJ» h 
it than we are used to in tliis King 1) 

. A/kr Maxen* 

‘ To i^Mr^wj/Wilsdruf, aj^d^^ovejiber)/ *^Do with that^ {somjB 
small piece of business) whatever you like, my dear Mar(jui$, ant 
so stupefied {Jionnh) with the misfortune which has be&Uen General 
“ Finck, that I cannot recover from my astonishment. It darange$ 
** all my measures ; it cuts me to the quick. lU-lUck, whi^h petae- 
“ cutes my old age, has followed me from the Mark'* (Knltetsdorfi in 
the Mark of Tlrandeuburg) “ to Saxony, I will still strive sfrhat I 
** The little Ode I sent you, ad<lressed To Fortune ^ had< been written 
“ too soon ! One should not sing victory till the battle i$ ovar. % 
** am so crushed -down by these incessant reverses and disastetfi, thnt 
** I wish a thousand times I were dead ; and from day to day t 
wearier of dwelling in a body worn-out and condemned lo 1 

“ am writing to you in the fust moment of mjlferief. Astonishment^ 
** sorrow, indignation, scorn, all blended together, lacei;^te my SOtth 
** Let us get to the end, then, of this execrable Campaign; I will then 
** write to you what is to become of me; and we will arww^ge the rest. 
** Pity me; — and make no noise about me; bad news go fast ^nough 
“ of themselves. Adieu, dear Marquis.”^® 

All this, of course, under such pressing call of actualities, 
had very soon lo transform itself into silence; into new 
resolution, and determinate dispatch of business* But the 
King retained a bitter memory of it all his days. To FinCk 
he was inexorable : — ordered him, the first thing on hi$ return 
from Austrian Captivity, Trial by Court-Martial ; which {Zie- 
then presiding, June 1763) censured Finck in various points, 
and gave him, in supplement to the Austrian detention, a 
Year’s Imprisonment in Spandau* No ray of pity visible for 
him, then or afterwards, in the Royal mind. So that the 
poor man had to beg his dismissal ; get it, and go to Den- 
mark for new promotion and appreciation*—- ‘*Kar too severer* 
grumbled the Opposition voices, with secret coun£er-H^J}reri|y, 
And truly it would have been more beautiful to «/eryba 4 y, 
for the moment, to have made matters soft to pof>r FiUck,— 
had Friedrich ever gone on that score witj^^jiis Gejterals and’ 
Delegates ; which, though the reverse of a cruel man, he nev«r 
did. And truly, as we often observe, the Laws of Eact ar^ 
still severer than Frjedrich was so that, in the 
perhaps it is beautifidest of all for a King, who is just# to be 
rhadamanthine important cases, • 

^ uvres de Fridirtc^ xuc. J07. 
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Exulting iJauu, instead of Bohemia for winter-quarters, 

g ihes^otit now for the prize of Saxony itself. Daun orders 
cit to attack suddenly another Outpost of Friedrich’s, which 
stands rearward of him at Mfcissen, under a General Die- 
recke,---r-the same whom, as Colonel Diereclft, we saw march 
out of daiay Zitlau, summer gone two years. Beck goes in 
hccqrdinjfly, 3d December; attacks Dierecke, not by surprise, 
but with overwhelming superiority ; no reinforcement pos- 
sible : Dierecke is on the wrong side of the Elbe, no retreat 
or reinforcement for him ; has to fight fiercely all day, Meis- 
sen Bridge*being in a broken state ; then, at night, to ship 
his people across in Elbe boats, winch are much delayed by 
the floating ice, so that daylight found 1,500 of them still on 
that northern side ; all of whom, with General Dierecke him- 
self* were made pHsoners by Beck.^^ A comfortable supple- 
ment to M«.xen, though not of the same magnificence. 

After which, Daun himself issued minatory from the Plauen 
Chasm ; Specting, as all the world did, that Friedrich, who 
is 3#300 of Unfortunate against, say, 72,000 of Triumphant, 
will, under penalty, take himself away. But it proved other- 
wisCf ** If you beat us, Excellency Feklmarschall, yes ; but 
till then Friedrich draws-out in battalia; Leo in wild 

ragged state and temper, versus Bos in the reverse : Come 
on, then 1” Rhinoceros Bos, though in a high frame of mind, 
dare not, on cool survey ; but retires behind the Plauen Chasm 
again. Will at least protect Dresden from recapture ; and 
wait here, in the interim ; carting his provision out of Bohe- 
mia,— -which is a rough business, with Elbe frozen, and the 
passes in such a choked wintry state. Upon whom Friedrich, 
too, has to wait under arms, in grim neighbourhood, for six 
weeks to come ; such a time as poor young Archenholtz never 
had before or after. It was well beyond Newyears-day be- 
fore Tri^rich could report of himself, and then only in 
sense, as will be seen : ** We retired to this poor cottage*' 
(cottage still standing, in the little Town of Frey berg) ; *‘Daun 
** did ; and this unfortunate Campaign, as all things 

** do, camo actually to an end.*’ 

feplda Dresden and the Dell of Plauen; but Saxony, 
tiO l|irorld‘s amnaetnent, he is as far as ever from hqlding. 

♦ U T^mpelliof, iii. 331 ; * 3d-4th December 1759.* 

Atchenholtz. ii. xi-13. * 
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* Daun*s front is a small arc of a circle, bendng rottn 4 

* Dresden to Dippoldiswalde ; Friedrich is at Freyberg in ^ 

* bigger concave arc, concentric to Daun, well oveljapplng 
" Daun on that southward or^ landward side* and ready 

* him, should hef siir out ; Kesselsdorf is his nearest pmt to 

* Daun ; and the Plauen Chasm for boundary, which was hol 

* overpassed by either.* In Dresden, and the patch of hill^ 
country to the south-eastward of it by Elbe side, which is h* 
step or glacis of the Pirna rock-country, seventy square milei 
or so, there rules Daun ; and this,— with its heights of CSalif* 
mig, valuable as a defence for Dresden against AustrSai but 
not otherwise of considerable value, — ^was all that Daun this 
year, or pretty much in any coming year, could realise Of Con* 
quest in Saxony. 

Fabius Cunctator has not succeeded, as the puhtic OX* 
pected. In fact, ever since that of Hochkirch an<|^the Fopal 
Hat, he has been a waning man, more and more qaestlonable 
to the undiscerning public. Maxen was Ms last«*^leatn Ofh 
wards ; a round of applause rose again on Maxen, feej;>le in 
comparison with Hochkirch, but still arguing hope,~whioM 
after this, more and more died out ; so that in two years tnore^ 
poor Madam Daun, going to Imperial Levee, * had her State- 

* carriage half-filled with nightcaps, thrown into it by the 

* Vienna people, in token of her husband's great 

* sleep, 


CHAPTER VlII. 

MISCELLANEA IN WINTEE-QUARTERS, I759-60. 

Friedrich was very loath to quit the field this Winter, 
In spite of Maxen and ill-luck and the unfavourablest weather, 
it still was, for about two months, his fixed purpose to recap* 
tij,re Dresden first, and drive Daun home. bid a 

12,000 of Auxiliaries to guard my right flank, while fiylfeg 
itf said he. Ferdinand magnanimotasly sent him ih6 Here^ 
ditary Prince with 12,000, who stayed ahov^* two 
and Friedrich did march about, attempting that Way**^ 
pushed forward to Maguire and Dippoldiswaldei looked 

ArchenhditE (Anno *last Sieger of Schweidaitz’). 

‘ * TiB Fobmary 15th List of the Kegimeats (Qermaa alj), in li S7$n, 

» (Eumrs 4e FHdirpc^ v 33. Old Newspaper nunoursi; In M 4 h 

gmine, xaix. December,* &c* 
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into llaguire on all sides ; but found him, in those 
lltiisen thasms, and rock-labyrinths choked with snow, plainly 
imitttacjcable ; him and everybodj", in such frost-element ; — 
i^d renounced the passionate jjiope. 

It wks not till the middle of January ^at Friedrich put 
troops into partial cantonments, Headquarter Frey berg ; 
brOOps sUH mainly in the Villages from Wilsdruf and south- 
nmnd, dose by their old Camp there. Camp still left stand- 
tngi guarded by Six Battalions ; six after six, alternating 
about: one of the grimmest camps in Nature; the canvas 
roofs grown mere ice-plates, the tents mere sanctuaries of 
iftiOSt V«*never did poor young Archenholtz see such industry 
in dragging wood-fuel, such boiling of biscuits in broken ice, 
such crowding round the embers to roast one side of you, 
While the other was freezing.^ But Daunts people, on the 
opposite §lde of Flauen Dell, did the like ; their tents also 
were Wt standing in the frozen state, guarded by alternating 
battalionJrno better off than their Prussian neighbours. This 
of thi Tents, and Six frost-bitten Battalions guarding them, 
lasted till April. An extraordinary obstinacy on the part both 
ofDaun and of Friedrich; alike jealous of even seeming to 
yield one inch more of ground. 

The Hereditary Prince, with his 12,000, marched home 
again in February ; indeed, ever after the going into canton- 
ments, all use of the Prince and his Force here visibly ceased; 
and, on the whole, no result whatever followed those strenuous 
antagonisms, and frozen tents left standing for three months ; 
and things remained practically what they were. So that, as 
the grand ‘"Peace Negotiations” also came to nothing, we 
might omit this of Winter-quarters altogether ; and go for- 
ward to the opening of Campaign Fifth ; — were it not that 
characteristic features do otherwise occur in it, curious little 
unvottings of the secret hopes and industries of Friedrich : — 
besides which, there have minor private events fallen out, nbt 
without interest to human readers. For whose behoof mainly 
a looeo intercalary Chapter may be thrown together here, 
s Arohenliolu (ut su/rit), ii. 
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S^me Highness pf Wurtemherg^ ai Pulda (Noveitilitr 

i759)> ^ Pist about firing Viftoriay* mdgimMg § 
to Beauty and Fashion^ in Honour of a certain 

hut is nnjbleoQintly interrupted. 

November 2 1 st, the very day while Finck wafe 
in the Hills of Maxen, Duke Ferdinand, busy ever his 
Victory at Minden, did, after a difficult Siege of 
Siege by Imhof, with Ferdinand protecting him, get Mtifiiier 
into hand again, which was reckoned a dne success to Kte* 
Very busy has the Duke been; industriously rcapiSg the fthSs 
of his Victory at Minden ; and this, the conclusive rootinj^Ut 
of the French from that Westphalian region, is a very joyfiil 
thing ; and puts Ferdinand in hopes of driving theth ovet the 
Mayn altogether. Which some think he would have ; 
had not he, with magnanimous oblivion of self ^nd WifehOS, 
agreed to send the Hereditary Prince and those ^10,000 tO 
assist in Friedrich’s affairs, looking upon that as Vital 
point in these Allied Interests. Friedrich’s attempts, wC’have 
said, turned out impossible; nor would the Hereditary Prince 
and his 12,000, though a good deal talked about in England 
and elsewhere,^ require more than mention ; were it not that 
on the road thither, at Fulda (‘* Fulda is half-way house to 
Saxony,” thinks Ferdinand, ‘‘should Pitt and Britannic Sla* 
jesty be pleased to consent, as 1 dare presume they wilf 
the Hereditary Prince had, in his swift way, done t}ui^ 
useful for Ferdinand himself, and which caused a greet: emo* 
tion, chiefly of laughter, over the world, in those weeks* 

‘ No Enemy of Friedrich’s,* says my Note, ‘is of feller humbur 
‘than the Seienity of Wurtemberg, ICarl Etigen, Reigning IDidoe of 
‘ that unfortunate Country ; for whom, in past days, Friedulck hid 
‘ been so fatherly, and really took such pains. “Fatherly? 

* fatherly, you mean ; ami lor his own vUe uses !” growled thd Serenity 
*toOf Wurt cm heig*— always an ominous streak of gloom ih poor 
‘ man; sticalc which is spicad now' to whole skies ^ boiluig 4»rkne$fil» 
‘owiiv> to dtduinms tb'^re have been I hnntigh , Kail Eugeiit, after 
‘ divoir 14 bi^ 1)001 Wife, had didinguisbed ldui‘?df by a a&l Without 
‘ kno»\lcdgt. btvond almost «U the eiionwes of Fiiovldch j-^and still 
‘ contmues irt that ba<l line 01 industry. Ilis poor Whe he made 
‘ nusctdlde in sorii^ measure ; also hiniseli ; and, in a degree, his poor 
‘ soldiers and subjects, who are with him by compulsion in this Enter* 

< Wainule, Sepndt iil 348 (in a sour Opposition tone); &c, tStCf 
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I * tte W|rteittbergers Ate Protestants of old type ; and want 

< no Sighting agaftst **the Protestant Hero,” but mncb the reverse! 

^ itari bad to shoot a good few of these poor people, before 

* thefjr woAld mareh at all ; and his procedures wer'e indeed, and con- 

^ 10 of a very crying nature, though his poor Populations 

^ took, tbfem silently. Always something of pervM*so in this Serene 
^ Hi^^ess; has it, I think, by kind, 

* Besides his quota to the Reich, Karl Kugen has i»,ooo more on 

* f 0 ot,--H?Ln 4 it is of them we are treating at present. In 1757 be had 

* liut troops to the Empress Queen, for a consideration ; it was 
f thf*^ that stood on the Austiian left, at Lcuthen ; and were the first 

* got beaten, and had to cease standing, — ^as the Austrians v’ere 

* apuimantly ioud in proclaiming. To the disgust of Serene Highness : ’ 
^ Which of you did stand, then? Was it their blame, led as they 

* vmt P atjgued he. And next year, 1758, after Crefeld, he took his 
f 10,000 to the French subsidy,” or consideration, *'to be paid in 

jit afipears*) ; with whom they marched about, and did nothing 

* 0 O 9 ji^«rable. The Serenity had pleaded, *‘I must command them 

^ You?* said Bellcisle, and would not hear of it. Next 

* year again, however, that is 1759, the Duke was positive, '‘1 must 

* SNit less so, “You cannot — till Minden fell out ; and then, 
iVreck of Contades, Belleisle had to consent. Serenity of 

^ W’^t^lmherg, at that late season, took the field accordingly; and 

* tkpw has him at Fulda, “To cut-off Ferdinand from Cassel 

^ threaten Ferdinand’s left flank and his jirovision-carts in that 

* quarter# May really become unpleasant there to Ferdinand ; — and 
^qaghtto be cut-out by the Hereditary IVince. “To Fulda, then, 

* imd cut hitu out I” 

* Friday 301^^ Ncmemher 1759. Serene Highness is lying 

* hare fur a wedc past; abundantly strong for the task on hand, — has 

own ra,ooo, supplemented by 1,000 French Light Iloise; — but 
' Is widely scattered withal, posted in a kind of triangular form ; his 
^main posts being Fulda itself, and a couple of others, each thirty 
‘miles from Fulda, and fiveinile,s fiom one another, — i\ith “patrols 
‘ to connect them,” belter or worse. Abundantly stiong for the task, 

‘ and 5 » perfect security; and indeed intends this day to “ fire TvV/^7;7h” 

* hi; the Catastrophe at Maxen, and in the evening u ill give a Ball in 

* farther honour of so salutary an event : — when, about 9 news 

* atVivS at^he gallop, “ Brunswickers in full marcJi ; are Within an» 

* hour of the €^own-Bridge I” Figure to what flun7 of Serene iligh- 

of the victoria-shooting apparatus; of inisy nian-mUUner pcojile, 

* ahd the fitaiUy .md Fashion oi Fulda in general ! 

^ The might before, a rumour ol the Fieiuh Post being diiven in 
f sqmebody had reached Iseicnc Highness; who gave some vague 
‘ ndt thhiking it ot consequence. Here, however, is the Fact 

* Chmu to luMUd in a most urgent and undeniable manner 1 berene 
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* Highness gets on horseback ; but what can that Mp? 0*^ tMsim 

* (has nothing but light cannon) he does plant on tnc 

* here come premonitory bombshells one and another^ 

^ mind and a single Hessian dragoon, plunging i)rwai?d 

* unready cannon, and in the ai%making horrid circles, -^he 

* leave said cannwi to him, take to their heels ; and the Bdidge is 

* The rest of the affair can be imagined. Retreat at ottif -jrWtOSt, 

* “running fight,” we would fain call it, by various roads? io»t two 

* flags, two cannon ; prisoners were above i,aoo, many of them Officers?* 

* “ A merciful Providence saved the Duke’s Serene Person fltnn hurt»** 
‘say the Stuttgard Gazetteers: which was true,*-^Sere(na Iftoueas 
‘ having been inspired to gallop instantly to rearward and laiadvninl| 
‘ leaving an order to somebody, “Do the best you can<” 

* So that the Ball is up ; dress-pumps and miUineries ail 

* locked into their drawers again, — with abundance of 

‘ hope, mostly in a light vein) from the fair creatures Of 

* their dance for this time. Next day Serene Highn^ drew Whcr 
‘ back, and next day again farther, — ^towards Frankc^and Uhd tone^ 

* as the surest place ; — and w^as no more heard of in thdse localities.^* 

Making his first exit, not yet quite his final, froja the Wat* 
Theatre, amid such tempests of haha-ing and tedtec^ing. 
With what thoughts in his own lofty opaque mind ;~lilce a 
crowned mule, of such pace and carriage, who had nitexpetpt** 
edly stepped upon galvanic wires I — 

As to those poor Wurtembergers, and their notloh df the 
“ Protestant Hero,” I remark farther, that there Is a 
thing of real truth in it. Friedrich*s Creed, or Theoty qf the 
Universe, differed extremely, in many important 
that of Dr. Martin Luther: but in the vital all^sentldi p0in^, 
what we may call the heart’s-core of all Creeds whtdh ate 
human, human and not simious or diabolic, the XCing the 
Doctor were with their whole heart at one: That it iS not 
allowable, that it is dangerous and abominable, to aitetnpt 
believing what is not true. In that sense, Frie^ch, by na** 
ture and position, was a Protestant, and even the chi^ Pro- 
,.testant in the world. What kind of “Hero,*’ in this big War 
of his, we are gradually learning in which too, lif you Inves^ 
tigate, there is not wanting something of 
even in the narrow sense. For it does appear, — ^Mari^l The- 
resa having a real fear of God, and poor Louis a real fear of 
the Devil, whom he may well fbel to be getting dangerous 

* £fttchh6h, ii 33R ; M^villon, ii. 80; litUen-GischkMt^ v« ffld 

Ncwffpapexd, in Magaxine, xxlx. €03. ' 
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6ver l|im*-^some hope-gleams of acting upon Schism, 
so iSJftietiting Heaven, did mingle with their high terrestrial 
on this unique opportunity, more than are now 
in careless History-Books. 

is Perpetual President Maupertuif doings all this 
WhMit Is he still in Berlin; or where in the Universe 
is Alas, poor Maupertuisl 

In the heat of this Campaign, ‘July 27th,’ — some four 
days the Battle of ZuUichau, just while Friedrich was 
bttitying-of^ for that Intersection at Sagan, and breathless 
Hunt of Loudon and Haddick, — ^poor Maupertuis had quitted 
this Wiwld. July 27th, 1759; at Basel, on the Swiss Borders, 
In iJ|is friend Bemouilli’s house, after long months of sickness 
painfully spent there. And our poor Perpetual President, at 
rest npw from all his Akakia burns, and pains and labours in 
^ dntteidng the Earth and otherwise, is gone. 

MahylSfeautifuler men have gone within the Year, of whom 
we CM ^y nothing. But this is one whose grandly silent, 
Imd then occasionally fulminant procedures, Akakia contro- 
verlies^ Olympian solemnities and flamy pirouettings under 
the contradiction of sinners, we once saw ; and think with a 
kind of human pathos that we shall see no more. From his 
goo^e of an adorer, La Beaumelle, I have riddled-out the fol- 
lowii^ particulars, chiefly chronological, — and offer them to 
susceptible readers. La Beaumelle is, in a sort, to be con- 
sider^ the speaker; or La Beaumelle and this Editor in 
epneert. 

Mnat Mlgrifnings of the Perfetual President, * Maupertuis had 

* quitted BerHii soon after Voltaire. That threat of visiting Voltaire 

* wilh pistes^s,^ — ^to be met by “my syringe and vessel of dishonour** 

* on Vollsdre^s part, — ^was his last memorability in Berlin. His last 
^ at th# time ; or indeed altogether, for he saw little of Berlin farther, 

* End (0 April 1753, he got leave of absence ; set out homewardsf 
f |pr reeovei^^of hcsalth. Was at Paris through summer and autumn ; 

* in society; “preferred pietty women to any man of 
‘ science J^’^would sententiously say a strong thing now and then, 

* hitter hut not without bontumUP shaking slightly his yellow wig. 

^ to how high a degree, of Akakia brabbles, and Voltaire 

* or againsl t In winter went to St. Malo ; found his good 

* but a loving Sister still there, • 

^ June the King wrote to him, “ Fenez vite, Come quickly:” 

w&u vni. ft 
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/ July 1754, he came Accordingly,^ saw ^ex^Hn again ;f^did nofhli^ ne- 
^ ticeabie there, except get wor^ in heattb? eleven 

' jfune 175^, withdrew again on leave, ^never to return 'tili! 

‘ though he well inteiided otherwse. at St. Malo, wh^, f^? 9 P % 

* month or two of Paris, he got thraier (Autumn 1756), and still more, : 
‘next summer, 17/7, when he thought of leaving St Malpj-rWli#i 

* wars, and rumours of war, all Over the world ! 

r June 1757, he went to Bordeaux, intending to take ship i^r Ham- 

* burg, and return ; but the sea was full of Eiiglisli cruiserA* (^tt -s 
Descents lying in store for St. Malo itself). ‘ No getting to Berlin by 

* the Hamburg or sea route 1 “Never mind, then,” wrote the King; 

* “ Improve your health; go to Italy, if you can.’* 

* Summer 1757, Maupertuis made for Italy; got as far' as TonhuiBO; 

* — stayed there till May following; sad, tragically stoical; aaying, 

* sparingly, and rather to women than men, strong things, adnahped ^ 

‘ the worthier sort. K enounced thoughts of Italy: “ Eutope ble^iugi 
‘ and especially France and Prussia, how go idly touring?” , 

‘ May 1758, Maupertuis left Toulouse ; turned towards 9 erljm ; 

* slow, sad, circuitous; — never to arrive. Saw Narbonne^ Montpellim^ 

* Nimes ; witli what meditations ! At Lyons, under honours Mty'^hig^, 

‘ health getting worse, stays two months; vomits clots orbtcHaid iherei 

* Thence, July a4th, to Neufchalel and the Lord Marischa} 

‘ there for three months. Hears there of Profesisor Kdn|^*| 

* {Aka^Ma IConig) : “One scoundrel less in the world,” ejacului^ 

* “ but what is one i” — October i6th, to the road again, to i. stilus 

* perforce, in Bernouilli’s house there, all Winter; health faljini; iower 
‘ and lower. 

‘ April 1759, one day he has his carriage at the door (“ Homeward, 

* at all rates !”); but takes violent spasms in the carriage; can’t; can 

* no farther in this world. Lingers here, under kind care, for aboVe 
‘ three months more : dying slowly, most painfully. With touch teal 
‘ stoicism ; not without a stiff-jointed algel)r.aic kind of piety^ Alrnpist 
' pathetic in its sort. “Two Capuchins from a neighbouring Convent 
‘daily gave him consolations,” not entirely satisfaclojry ; fpr daily 

* withal, “unknown to the Capuchins, he made his Valet, who wast A 
‘ Protestant, read to him from the Geneva Bible;” — and finds xiiany 
‘ things hard to the human mind. July 27th, 1759, died.’* 

t Poor Maupertuis ; a man of rugged sta.lwart ty|^ ; honest; 
of an ardbur, an int#ligence, not to be forgotten for LA Beau' 
melle*s pulings over them. A man of good and even of high . 
talent ; uniucky k paistaking it for the highest ! His ^ p 
Wife a Bprck,r^ from Berlin, but again and 

agak dWifiyed hy industry of kind friends, and at l^t driving 
on fe of everything, in the last liiUes, y^ jlpArse: : 

* La BeailmeUe, pp. 
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am} if'wmitai Clmpany* Adieu, a pitying adieu to him for- 
«Sv^tiL“-^aiCid even to his adoring La Beaumelle, who is rather 
l^ji$ a Mpckhead than he generally seems* 

Thi$ of the Two Capuchinat the last consummation of col- 
ihk m^m, is what Voltaire cannot forgetl but crows over 
Wi A his shrillest mockery ; and seldom mentions Maupertuis 
Isri^out that last touch to his life-drama. 

French InvasionSdieme comes entirely io Wreck (Qui- 
beron Bay, 20th November 1759) : oj Controller- Getierai 
SiihoueUt,and the Outlooks oj l^rana^ financial and other. 

On the very diy oi Maxen, Tuesday November 20th, the 
gtandFroitch Invasion found its teimuius, — not on the shores 
of but of Brittany, to its snrpiise. We saw Rodney 

bUij^ Flatbottom manufactory at Havre ; Boscawen chase 
tM TbulOn Squadron, till it ended on the rocks of Lagos. 
Fi^Opt Jarrtlfkry onwards, as was then mentioned, Hawke had 
hfiien lie^pmg watch, off Brest Harbour, on Admiral Conflans, 
who pr^ides there over muUifaiious pi eparations. with the 
laht Fleet France now has. At Vaunes, where Hawke like- 
wise has ships watching, are multifarious preparations ; new 
Flatbottoms, 18,000 tioops, — (Ould Conflans and they only 
get to Sea. At the long last, they did get , — in manner fol- 
lowing : 

^ November 9th, a wild gale of viind had blown Hawke out oC 

* light 5 away home to * 1 01 bay, for the moment. “ Nav\ is the timeP’ 

‘ thought Confians,, and put to sea (Novemhei i4tb) ; met by Hawke, 

^ who had weighed fiom Toibay to his duty; and who, ol course, 

* crowded eveiy sad, after hoanng that Confians was out. At bieak 

* of day,^ November aoth' (m the veiy houis when poor Finck was em 
battling himseli round Maxen, and Dmin sprawl mg -up upon him 
through the Passes), ‘ Hawke had had signal, “ A Fleet in sight and 

* S00irtfte|^ “OoUflans in sight,” — and the day ol trial come. ^ 

is abpUt the slienglh 01 Havike, and France expect'* 

* much of him ; but he is not expecting Hawke. Conflans is busy, at 

* this in the mouth of Quibeion Bay, opening the roid for 

* Jtid the 18,000; — m hot chase, at the moment, of a Com- 

* modot^ Duhf‘ and his small Sqmidion, who hi^e been keeping watch 

* thesite, now running all they can. On a sudden, to the aston- 

pf Condans, this little Sijuadron whirls round, every i^ip oi 

* it (with a skj-ronding cheer, could he hear it), and commences cha-*- 
^ ipgt CaMaus, taking suivcy, sees that it lo llawke* he, sui^ enough, 
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* coming down from windward yonder at his highes/^speed ^ ^nd mik 

* chasing will not now be one’s business 1-^ 

‘About jj A.M. Hawke is here; eight of his vaitwajfd hre 
‘ sweeping on for action. Conflans, at first, had determined to 
‘ Hawke; and drew^up accordinglji and did try a little: but 
‘ thought better of %c; and decided to take shelter in the dhomf 
‘ and nooks theieabouis, which were unknown to Hawke, and 

* ruin him if he should pursue, the day being short, and the weaker 

* extremely bad. Weather itself almost to be called a Storm. Shoie^ 
‘ ward, then ; eastward, every ship !” became, ultimately, Conltas's 

* plan. On the whole, it was z in the aftemoon before wkh 

* those vanwaid Eight, could get clutch of Conflans. truly he 

‘ did then strike his claws into him in a thunderously fervid mammri 
‘ he and all hands, in spite of the roaring weather : — a man of laleony inr 

* accipitral, nature as well as name. 

‘ Condans himself fought well ; .as did certain of the ofhecil,'««-«dl|i^ 
‘more or less, so long as their plan continued steady: — thundereUft 
‘ miscdlany of cannon and tempest; Condans with his plgn steiMly, Otr 

* Condans with his plan wavering, verms those vanward Eighty Ibt twer 
‘ hours or more. But the scene was too dreadful ; this ship shikleg; 

‘ that obliged to strike ; things all going awry for Condana HnwSce^ 

‘ in his own Flagship, bore down specially on Condans in bis«^IBbwho 
‘ did wait, and exchange a couple of broadsides; but then shee^ oflC 
‘ finding it so heavy. French Vice* Admiral next likewise gave Huwkur 
‘ a broadside; one only, and sheered off, satisfied with the iftuni. 

‘ Some Four others, in succession, did the like; “One blasi« Us we 
‘ hurry by” (making for the shore, mostly) I So that Hawke ^Wiemedl 

* swallowed in volcanoes (though, indeed, their firing ’ms very bad^ 
‘ such a durry among them), and his Blue Flag was invisible fmr itmne 
‘ time, and various ships were hastening to help him, *--tm a Filth. 
‘ French ship coming up with her broadside, Hawke answered her in 
‘ particular (Za Suferbe, a Seventy-four) with all his guns tOjgeth^ ; 

‘ which sent the poor ship to the bottom, in a hideously sudden man* 

‘ ner. One other (the Th^sie) had already sunk in fighting; two (tibe 
‘ Soleil and the Heros) were already ninning for it,-^the Hires in a very 
‘ «»heroic manner ! But on this terrible plunge-home of the 

* the rest all made for the shore j-^and escaped into the rocky itttrica-* 

* cies and the darkness. Four of Conflans’s .ships were already 

‘ struck, sunk, or otherwise extinct, — when darkness fell,«*aua veikdl 
‘ Condans and his distresses. “Countiy people, to the number 
‘ 10,000,” crowded ou the shore, had been seen watcjjiing the Battle; 
‘and, “as sad witnesses of the White Flaggs disgrace, ” disappeared' 
‘ into the interior.*® 

It was such a night as men never witnessed before* WalpolO $ayuf 
® The roaring of the elements was redoubled by the thunder fimm 

® ii 3a?-34‘{ . and lb. 344 aijo. In Qenil»nnm*s (xsda* 

SS7)* ‘A ChnECain’s Letter/ &c. " “ i < 
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ifOr. 1766^ 

^ Jskipsi bo|hi <:oiicurred in thnt scene of horror to put a pedod to 
the $nd hopes of France. Seven ships of the line got into the 

* $h^r Viiaitte* {lay there fourteen months, under strict watching, till 
Ihheir hacW were broken, * thumpiim against the shallow bottom every 
^ end only * three, with threel^ates,* ever out again); ‘ eight 
^ more eecssiped to diflferent ports/ into the RiverXharente ultimately. 
♦tk«kfiatis*s own ship and another were run on shore, and burnt. One 

* l>m took.* Two, with their crews, had gone to the bottom ; one under 
||awke*s eeiuion ; one partly by its own mismanagement. ‘ Two of 

* ours Were lost in the storm* (chasing that So/etl and HSroi\ * but the 

* crews saved. Lord Howe, who attacked La Fonnidable^ bore-down 

* on Iw* witj^ such violence, that her prow forced-in his lower tier of 

* jWls. CJaptain Digby, in the Dunkirk^ received the fire of twelve of 

* Sie envy’s ships, and lost not a man. KeppePs was full of water, 

* land he thought it sinking: a sudden squall emptied his ship; but he 

* Was infoimed all his powder was wet ; * ‘ Then, ** said he, am sorry 

* 1 am safe.** They came and told him a small quantity was undamaged; 

* Vaiy weB/’ said he; ‘‘then attack again.” Not above eight of 
^ our mips were engaged in obtaining that decisive victory. The In- 

* VU^OU wa* heard of no more.*’^® 

Inysmon had been tully intended, and even, in these final days, 
Consl^ftiaHy expected. In the old London Newspapers we read this 
nOWoUt Mmday Nffvetnber 19M/ “Today there came Three Expresses,” 
Expresses, with what haste m their eyes, testifying successivdy 
ofCott&smsV whereabouts. But it was believ^ that Hawke would 
StlH manage. And, at any rate, Pitt wore such a look, — and had, in 
£mt, made such preparation on the coasts, even in failure of Hawke, 
them was IK> alarm anywhere. Indignation rather ; — and naturally, 
when the news did come, what an outburst of Illumination in the win- 
dows and the hearts of men ! 

‘ Hawke continued watching the mouths of the Vilaine and Char- 

* ante Biters for a good while after, and without interruption hence- 

* the storms of Winter had plainly closed them for one season. 

* S«^Besofhre$h provisions had come to him from England all Sum- 
‘ imer ; but w«ce stopped latterly by the wild weather. Upon which, 
‘ in the Fleet, arose this gravely-pathetic Stave of Sea-Poetiy, with a 

* of briny humour grinning in it : 

afltSH Hawke did ba^ Monsieur Conflans* {pongjdm^t 
m* Vbu seal us beefand beer , 

Mosudeur's beat, we've nought to cat, 

‘Since you have nought to fear.'n 

inhS ♦‘ittch mode of taking this catastrophe was rather 

SgcMd, ill. 833.— Here is the List, accurately tiddled-out: 
IWurat iobout 4 r.M.}: a. Thitiet sunk (by a tumble it made, while 
m acM, m dasktliul Capt 4 n ) : 3. sunk : 4. /T/m, struck : could 

mi m kaidi weather ; and recoxhmenced next day, but had to Am and 

rnWldhm, auilbc burnt by the Enghsh as did <5 ) the SaUti (Cenflans's 
asdcrCv (like those of the Hdrcfi) getting out ui tii|e. 
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peculiar. Hear Barbier, an Eyewitness; dating Pmu, 

der I * Since the first days of December, there M| been 

* cried, and sold in the streets, a Printed Detail lOi aS tlial 

* concerns the Grand Invasion* projected this long #hile ; to 
’ wit, the numb(i of Ships of the Line, of Frigates* Ga}iol5li~ 

* among others 500 Flatbotlomed Boats, which are to oirry 

* ovei, and land in England, more than 54,000 

* list of the Regiments, and number of the ICing’s iJiiarde, 

* that are also to go: thcic arc announced for <iefteralS‘ 4 n'* 

* Chief, M le l*rince de Conti’ (do readers remember him 
since the Bioglio-Maillebois time, and how Itihgf Lot!>H ^ro* 
phesied in autogiaph that he would be “the Gran4 Oohti*’ 
one day ?} — * Prince dc Conti, Prince de Soubise* his 
Conquest of Frankfurt for this greater Enterprise)^ ’mad Mi- 
'lord Thomont’ (Irish Jacobite, whom I don’t know), *As 

* sequel to this Detail, there is a lengthy Song o« the 

* barkment in England, and the fear the English mdst have 
‘ of it !’ Calculated to astonish the practical forenstb mihd. 

* It is inconceivable,’ continues he, ' how they h^e pet- 

* mitted such a Piece to be printed ; still more to h® cried, 

* and sold price one halfpenny {deux Hards). Thie Sdttg is 

* indecent, in the circumstances of the actual news Ikrm our 

* Fleet at Brest (20th of last month ; — in regard to which 
^ bad adventure M. le Marquis de Conflans has coM to 

' sailles, to justify himself, and throw the blame oh M* te 

* Marquis de Beauffremont’ (his Rear-Admiral, now safe ih ttc 
Charente, with eight of our poor chips)* * Such things are 
‘ the more out of place, as we are in a bad-enoi^h |Kndtion« 

* —no Fiatbottoms stirring from the ports, no Tro<^a irf the 

* Matson du Rot setting out ; — and have reason Oo boliove 
' that wc are now to make no such attempt.’^® 

Silhouette, the Controller-General, was thought bt have 
* a creative genius in finance ; but in the eighth ^ohth of his 
gestation, what phenomena are thc^e? Ootbber 26th^ thOre 
came out Four Decrees of Council, settini^ forth^etliitt, 'as 
' the eaqpenses of the War exceed not only the King> Otdindry 
' seventies, but the extraordinaries he has had to hkjf Oh hiS 
' people, there is nothing for it but,’ in fact, Suspension of 
Payment; actual Temporary Bankruptcy Cahhotf^ 

I . 14 Barbier, iv. 336. 
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you no| for a year, others of you not till the War end; 
lirili i^ve you 5 per-cent interest instead.” Coupled with 
fhlcfc* hy the same creative genius, is a Declaration in the 
name, **That the King compels nobody, but does invite 
all i^d sundry of loyal mind to send their§Plate (on loan, of 
espurse, and with due receipt for it) to the Mint to be coined* 

Majesty come to have otherwise no money,” — his very 
yiilats* as is privately known, having had no wages from him 
Ihr ten months past. 

Whereupon the rich Princes of the Blood, Due d*Orl6ans 
foremost^ and Official persons, Pompadour, Bcileisle, Ciioiseul, 
dn mttke an effort ; and everybody that has Plate feels un- 
easily that he cannot use it, and that he ought to send it. 

jMoyember 5th, the King’s own Plate, packed ostenta- 
tiously in carts, went to the Mint ; — the Dauphincss, noble 
8 $x<m Lady* had already volunteered with a silver toilet-table 
nf brand-new and of exquisite costly pattern ; but the 
fcng forbade her. On such examples, everybody had to make 
iin ejjwt, or uneasily try to make one. King Friedrich, eight 
dayi after Maxen, is somewhat amused at these proceedings 
In the distance : 

’‘‘The kettles and spoons of the French seem to me a 
“ pleasant resource for carrying on War !” writes he to D’Ar- 
♦‘A bit of mummery to act on the public feeling, I 
suppose* The result of it will be small : but as the Belle- 
** isle Leikrs'' (taken in Contades’s baggage, after Minden, 
nud printed by Duke Ferdinand for public edification) “make 
** always such an outcry about poverty, those people are try- 
ing to impose on their enemies, and persuade them that the 
carved and chiselled silver of the Kingdom will suffice for 
making a vigorous Campaign. I see nothing else that can 
have set them on imagining the farce they arc now at. 
“ There is Munster taken from them by the English-Hano- 
Verian'^ople j it is affirmed that the French, on the 25th, 
Giessen, to march on Friedberg and repass the 
** EhinOt (might possibly have done so ; — but the Hereditary 
bis 12,000 come to be needed elsewhere I) — “Poor 
* Hre ajPtJ «>pphsite our enemies here, cantoned in the Villages 
^ ^ last truss of straw* th^ last loaf of bread will 
** of us is to remain in Saxony. And the 

W *'Wll&<|[ru 4 9Sth November 1759," CBwures dt Fridirict zix^xaS. 



LIKE TO OVERWHELMED.* BeskSflX:. 

N0V. 

** Austrians are extremely squeezed tagetheif and cad get 
** nothing out of Bdhmen/* — one hopes it will not be they! 

All through November, this sending of Plate, I never tonr 
with what net-result of moneyascoinable, goes on in Paris; tiB^ 
at the highest t^les, there is nothing of silver dishes left 
and a new crockery kind (rather clumsy; nc$rs,** as we 

derisively call them, pigment of bottom part being has 
had to be contrived instead. Under what astonishments atooad 
and at home, and in the latter region under what execrations on 
Silhouette, may be imagined. ‘ Tout le tmndi jun bmm&up 

* centre M. de Silhouette, All the world swears mach against 

* him,* says Barbier ; — but I believe probably he was much tO be 
pitied : ** A creative genius, you ; and this is what you come to?** 

November 2 2 d, the poor man got dismissed; France swear* 
ing at him, 1 know not to what depth ; but howling and hiss* 
ing, evidently, with all its might. The very tailors amd milliners 
took him up, — trousers without pockets, dresses without fkmtitt 
or fold, which they called d la Silhouette; — and, to •this dayv 
in France and Continental Countries, the old-fashioned SlnMioW* 
Profile (mere outline, and vacant black) is practically called a 
silhouette. So that the very Dictionaries have him ; and, llki^ 
bad Count Reinhart, or Reynard, of earlier date, he has become 
a Noun Appellative, and is immortalised in that way. The first 
of that considerable Series of Creative Financiers, Abbd Termy 
and the rest, — ^brought in successively with blessings, and <lis* 
missed with cursings and hissings, — who end in Calonne> 
mdnie de Brienne, and what Mirabeau P&re called *Hhe general 
Overturn (Culbute Ginirale)*' Thitherward, privately, straight 
towards the General Overturn, is France bound; — and wiW 
arrive in about thirty years. 

Friedrich, strange to say^ publishes (March — ^June i7#o) an 
, Edition of his Poms, Question, ** Who 

du Roi de Prusse”?— the second, and pMiMy the 
last Time. ^ 

In this avalanche of impending destructions, what ht 
more surprising than to hear of the Editing of Poema on VtB 
Majesty's |;artl Actual publication of that CEuvre de Foisie, 
for w£tich Voltaire, poor gentleman, suffered such tribjalarioit 
seven years ago. Now coming out from choice : Reprint of it» 
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now to thefcxtent of twelve copies for highly special friends, 
hot in cojiious thousands, for behoof of mankind at large ! The 
coat Friedrich very little meditating, and had become 
^nd to be done wj|jh speed* 

Keadets recollect the CEuvre de Podsie, land satirical hits 
Slud to be in it At Paris, about New-year’s time 1760, some 
hel|>ful Hand had contrived to bring out, under the pretended 
date ’ Potsdam,* a cheap edition of that interesting Work.^^ 
Merely in the way of theft, as appeared to cursory readers, to 
P'Argens, for example but, in deeper fact, for the purpose 
of apprising certain Crowned Heads, friendly and hostile, — 
Crarish Majesty and George II. of England the main two, — 
What this poetising King was pleased to think of them in his 
private moments. D'Argens declares himself glad of this theft, 
SO exquisitely clever is the Book. But Friedrich knows better ; 
* March ijljtfi, when a Copy of it came to him,* Friedrich sees 
Wdl what is meant, -«*and what he himself has to do in it. He 
i«|L$taiitiy*sets about making a few suppressions, changes of 
iduraat t sends the thing to D'Argens: ‘‘ Publish at once, with 
a little prefatory word.** And, at the top of his speed, D’Argens 
has, in three-weeks time, the suitable Avant-propos, or Avis au 
Libraif^, * circulating in great quantities, especially in London 
and Petersburg* (*♦ Thief Editor has omitted; and. what is far 
xnore, has malignantly interpolated : here is the poor idle Work 
itself, not a Counterfeit of it, if anybody care to read it”), and 
an Orthodox Edition ready.^® The diligent Pirate Booksellers, 
at Amsterdam, at London, copiously reproduced this autho- 
rised Berlin Edition too, — or added excerpts from it to their 
reprints of the Paris one, by way of various-readings. And 
everybody read and compared, what nobody will now do; 
theme, and treatment of theme, being both i\ow so heartily in- 
didSbirent to us. 


Perpetrator of this Parisian maleficence was, re- 
nmined dark;— -and would not be worth inquiring into at all, 
exoept loGptWo reasons intrinsically trifling, but not quite with- 


n loRtf Plkilo^ke de Sake^eucif 2 vol. x^mo, 'Pot$dam* (Pans, in 




n (Bkvres de Fr^dhie, adx. 138. 

w J Gam mt Apnl (se« MitckeUt ii. XS3), * and a second finer Eciltion in 
W X. p. X, XJX. 1370.* x 38 ; especially m Preusst i, 4 ^ 7 . 

(it yoe empare him with himself these different occa^iuns, and patiently 
dHOtfk nb M of meaiuiig), aU mmmor of mmutest details. * 
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out interest to readers of our time. First, tbat|VcfltAirc, 
some suspected (some, never much Friedrich, that t hebtr of), 
appears to have been perfectly innocent ; — and iodecd had 
incapacitated for guilt, by Sthmidt and Frey tag, ahd thOjlr 
dreadful Frankffrt procedures! This is reasdh ptiioir 

Voltaire mutely asking us, Not to load him with twore si*ts 
than his own. Reason secoftd is, that, by a singular o|)|i0rtu» 
nity, there has, in these very months, a glimmering of 
risen on it to this Editor ; illustrating two other points aS wdHi, 
which readers here are acquainted with, some time agOi as 
riddles of the insignificant sort. The Demm N€WSWlfik9^^ With 
his of Friedrich, and the *'MaHnies du Rai 

leaders recollect both those Productions; both enigmutip aS 
to authorship ; — but both now become riddles which>can mhiPe 
or less be read. 

For the surprising circumstance (though in certain periods, 
when the realm of very Chaos reemerges, fitfully, into Upper 
sunshine now and then, nothing ought to surprise one hap- 
pening there) is, Tliat, only a few months ago, the 
parable MaiMes (known to my readers five years siiice) ha« 
found a new Editor and reviver. Editor illuminated ** by the 
Secretary of the Great Napoleon, **by discovery of maUtt* 
scripts,” “by the Due dc Rovigo,” and I know not whtt; ani- 
mated also, it is said, by religious views. And, in short, the 
Matinies is again abroad upon the world, — *your JLondon Edi- 
tion twice reprinted in Germany, by the Jesuit party Since* 
(much good may it do the Jesuit party!) — agnin itl 
comfortable circumstances* as would seem. Probably the 
longest-eared Platitude now walking the Earth, thpugh there 
are a good many with ears long. Unconscious, seomiligif, 
that it has been Jcilled thrice and four times aheady; and that 
indeed, except in the realm of Nightmare, it never 
or needed any killing; belief in it, doubt upon it (fc.muist 
'grieve to mform the Due de Rovigp and persons 

concerned), being evidence conclusive that you hail# yet 
the faintest preliminary shadow of correct hnowladle 
Friedrich or his habits or affairs, and that you ought to 
try and acquire some. \ 

To me argument on this subject would hhVt bedfe too 
enduirabie. But argument there was on it, by itiitpdihlo 

f. t SpriJag i86si 
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wjlliDg, nr|)re than one : and in result this surprising^ brand- 
itlSew* London mooncalf of a Ma/tW^s M^as smitten through, and 
aBt in pieces, for the fifth time, — as if that could have hurt it 
'^much! Ma der t>nmmhHt' sifgs Schiller; ‘Human Stupidity 
W strong'®!* than the very Gods.* Howeve^i in the course of 
those new inspections into matters long since obsolete, there 
’ dtd*^what may truly be considered as a kind of profit by this 
RMusCitating of the mooticalf Afafi/tA^s upon afflicted mankind, 
and is a net outcome from it, real, though very small, — some 
light rise as to the origin and genesis of Matinees; some 
twitdkles of light, and, in the utterly dark element, did disclose 
otjher monstrous extinct shapes looming to right and left of said 
monster: and, in a word, the Authorship of Matinies, and not 
Of MMnMs only, becomes now at last faintly visible or guess- 
ablfe. To one of those industrious Matadors, as we may call 
them, Slayers of this mooncalf for the fourth or fifth time, I 
the following Note ; which, on verifying, I can declare to 
trustworthy : 

^IThc Author of MatinieSy it is nearly certain/ says my Correspond- 
ent, ‘is actually a “ M. de Bonneville,”— contrary to what you wrote 
‘ five years agoJ* Not indeed the Bonneville who is found in Die- 

* titmaries, who is visibly impossible ; but a Bonneville of the preced- 

* ing generation, who was Marechal de Saxe’s Adjutant or Secretary, 
‘ old enough to have been the Unde or the l^'ather of that levolution- 

* ary Bonneville. Marechal de Saxe died November 30th, 1750; this 
‘ senior Bonneville, still a young man, had been with him to Potsdam 

* on visit there. Bonneville, conscious of genius, and now out of em- 

* ployment, naturally went thither again ; lived a good deal there, or 
‘went between France and there: and authentic History knows of 

* him, by direct evidence, and by reflex, the following Three Facts 

* Jthe of them itself threefold), ot which I will distinguish the 

* indubitable from the inferenlially credible or as good as certain: 

* 1*^. Indubitable, That Bonneville sold to Fnedrich certain Papers, 

* military Plans, or the like, of the late Mardchal, and was paid for 

* tlidimj; but by no means met the recognition his genius saw itself to 

^ things are certain, though not dated, or datable except 

* Vfh Uf tht year 1750 or 1751. After which, for above twenty years, 

* Bofiney^le entered upon a series of adventures, caliginous, undei- 
^ groui^, for most part; ‘‘soldiering in America,” “writing anony- 
‘ «IW>ns Pamphlets or Books,” roaming wide over the wxirld ; and led 
^ dfetwy but ^ Obscure and uncertain life, hataging by Berlin as a kind 

^ by Puris and Berlin as his two centres ; and had a mis* 
^ of adventures, subterranean many of them, unlumin- 

»« A.l>. *838 (Wf/nt, i. X44’45X » 
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< ous all of tJiem, not courting the light ; which lie nj^w in n^lturaliy n 

* very dark condition- Dimly discernible, however, in the 

* dusk of Bonneville, dim and vague of outline, but definitely steady 

* beyond what could have been expected, it does appear farther^-**^hat 

* alone entitles Bonneville to the ifeist memoty herCi or anyw!b,<|^^^ 

* Nature now or henceforth, — 

* a®. Inferentially credible, That, shortly after that first r^bu# ftt 

* Potsdam, he, not another, in 175a, was your ** Dmm 

‘ whom we gazed at, some time since, devoutly crossing ourselves, for 

* a little while ! 

‘Likewise that, in 1759-60, after or befoie his American wander-* 
‘ ings, he, the same Bonneville, as was suspected at the time,** Stele 
‘ and edited this surreptitious mischief-making (Euures 3 u 
‘ Sans-Sottci (Paiis or Lyon, pretending to be ** Potsdam,** January 
‘ 1760),* which we are now considering! ‘Encouraged, ptdbsimf 
‘ enough, by Choiseul himself, who, in any case, is now knorvn tO haw 

* been the promoter of this fine bit of mischief,*®— and who may iherC'* 
‘ upon* (or may as probably, no^ * thereupon,* if it werg of tUe least 
consequence to gods or men) ‘ have opened to Bonneville a newsniUtazy 
‘ career in America? Career which led to as good as nothing 5 l?re»ch 
‘ soldiering in America being done for, in the course of 1760. Djpcm 
‘ which Bonneville would return to his old haunts, to bis old iubtari* 
‘ ranean industiies in I^aris and Berlin. 

‘And that, finally, in 1765, 'he, as was again suspected at the 

* time,** he and no other, did write those which appeared 

* next year in print (1766), and many times since; and have just been 
‘ reprinted, as a surprising new discovery, at London, in Spring 

* 3®. Again indubitable, That either after or before those Editdtial 
‘ exploits, Bonneville had sold the Mardchal de Saxe’s Phms and 

* Papers, which were already the King’s, to some second and 

‘ been a second time paid for them. And was, in regard to this 
‘ Swindling exploit, found out; and by reason of that sale, or for 
‘ what reason is not known, was put into Spandau, and^^onc hppes^ 

* ended his life there. *** ^ 

1® * Nicolai, l/e3tr Zimmermanns FragmeMSe, i. xSx, 182, ii, 253, m. Sluedi 
‘ of wbat is authentically known about Bonneville : ** sui^pecled both ox M»ikidleg 
and of the Stolen Edtiton,*^* 

Choiseul's own Note, ‘To M. de MAtdixtxhts.Vtr€€teHrdif la »oth 

‘^JOecember 1759 : ” By every method screen the King’s Goi^ruinedt Irdintl Dethtf 
‘ suspected and get the Edition out at once.” * (Published In the 
sd Becemb^ X850, by M. Sauite-Beuve ; copied in Pxenss, (Mmvfit di abb 

j68n.) 

'Nicolai, 

* of half a cart) 

i^w^<ex[*Df£i!timnatre dssAHonymes^ $ Matindes), who calls 
‘ laent of the eU H Fersmne/* &c. <that is, of your 

* ah^dy known to Bachaumont, this ** I die** it seems, as wed the 

* Manuscript h ea. of Grimm to Duchess OfSachsen<Gwa* (ein#* thiadif se)L 

* dated Iwis, X5th April 176^5 not m printed vfe mVmiml ttU{ 

‘ in the Archives of Gotha, in company with a Ms. of MaiifUeJii^ probably me 
‘extant the GretiJfiteti Periodical, Leipzig, sSoa, pp. 473 * 4 ^i 
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j Fact No* ^ which alone concerns us here, — and which, in 
iita three successive stages, does curiously cohere with itself and 
with other things,— comes, therefore, not by direct light, which 
h^tieed, by the nature of the cas|^ would be impossible. Not by 
direct %ht, but by various reflex lights, and cijjnvergence of pro- 
babilities oM and new, which become the stronger the better 
they are examined ; and may be considered as amounting to 
wbal is caUed a moral certainty, — * certain’ enough for an in- 
C^oityof that significance. To a kind of moral certainty: kind 
ofnioral consolation too ; only One individual of Adam’s Pos- 
terity, not ithree or more, having been needed in these multi- 
farioh$ acts of scoundrelism ; and that One receiving payment, 
or P^^rt payment, so prompt and appropriate, in the shape of a 
pemtianent cannon-ball at his ankle* 

This is the one profit my readers or I have yet derived 
from the late miraculous Resuscitation of Matinies Roy ales; the 
Othe^r items of profit in that Enterprise shall belong, not to us 
ip the least measure, but to Bonneville, and to his well- or ill- 
dj|po|pd Coadjutors and Copartners in the Adventure. Adieu 
to it* and to him and to them, forever and a day! 

Pm^^^c^iaiions hopeful to Friedrich all through Winter; 
hut the French worlt. Voltaire, and his Style of Corre- 
sponding, 

This Winter there was talk of Peace, more specifically than 
evaf. November 1 5th, at the Hague, as a neutral place, there 
had been, by the two Majesties, Britannic and Prussian, official 
Pkdaration, *<We, for our part, deeply lament these horrors, 
and are ready to treat of Peace.” This Declaration was pre- 
sented November 15th, 1759, by Prince Ludwig of Brunswick 
(Sfead General of the Dutch, and a Brother of Prince Ferdinand 
mt General's, suitable for such case), to the Austrian-French 
Excdttenc^S at the Hague. By whom it had been received with 
the due politeness, "Will give it our profoundest considera- 

* g, iwho is Chief Malleus of this new Loudon mooncalf, and will inform 

♦ thjittttOttJf of ovtry paiticuUr).' 

*766 (no place), and seven or eight times since, in 
Cow-tttWSi twice or thrice over, as * an interesting new discovery /'—very 
EdHot : tvho lead poot I oudon print, that too) many 

r lilts Complete satisfaction as to and smcetc wish not t6 touch 

Oijfaliit eyoii wiw k pair of tongs , — ^and has since had three "priceless M$s of it** 
pSfered mva, at low rates, as a guerdon to merit. 
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tion — ^which indeed the French, for some privately dW ; 

though the Austrians privately had no need to do So, being 
already fixed for a negative response to the proposal. But hereby 
rose actual talk of a Congresv f and wagging of Biplosiiatic 
wigs as to where ii. shall be. ‘‘In Breda,’* said some ; ** ^ 

place used to Congresses.” *‘\Vhy not in Nanci here,>” said poor 
old Ex-Polish Stanislaus, alive to the calls of benevolence, poor 
old Titular soul. Others said Leipzig others “ Augsburg 
and indeed in Augsburg, according to the Gazetteers, at one tlme^ 
there were ‘ upholsterers busy getting ready the apartm^ts/ 
So that, with such rumour in the Diplomatic circles, the Ga- 
zetteer and outer woild was full of speculation upon I%iCe ; 
and Friedrich had lively hopes of it, and had been hoping three 
months before, as we transiently saw, though again ir»came .to 
nothing. All to nothing ; and is not, in itself, worth the least 
attention from us here, — a poor extinct fact, loud ift those 
months and filling the whole world, now silent and extifict to 
everybody, — except, indeed, that it offers physiognorfiic 
here and there of a certain King, and of those about himt» For 
which reason we will dwell on it a few minutes longer. 

Nobody, in that Winter 1 759-60, could guess where, or from 
whom, this big world-interesting Peace-Negotiation had its blyth; 
as everybody now can, when nobody now is curious on tho <lues-« 
tion ! At Sagan, in September last, wc all saw the small private 
source of it, its first outspurt into daylight ; and readFrieeJneh’s 
Answers to Voltaire and the noble Duchess on it : — for sake 

of which Two piivate Correspondents, and of Friedrich's rela- 
tion to them, possibly a few more Excerpts may still have a 
kind of interest, now when the thing corresponded on hm 
ceased to have any. To the Duchess, a noble-minded Lady, 
beautifully zealous to help if she could, by whose hand 
multifarious Peace-Papers have to pass, this is always Fried- 
rich’s fine style in transmitting them. Out of many specim»-ms, 
following that of Sagan which we gave, here ar% the Next 
Three : 

(by iht iwo ‘hIu sjihAt they .ue leidy ro o^eApip, xgth 
Novemlicr 1759 pTf'*“cntpd by dbov#*) Awsvcen* from I'mn'Cfi, iu 

termfi, artd not uH jd Apnl 1760 ui I ondon Uassette ^ in 
icxiix. 603, xxx. iStS , in &.p, A-u 
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i^irich th^DuchiSs of Sachsen-Gotha (Three other Letters 
on the “Peace'*). 

“Wtttdnif, tti^t November t?sq” (day qjter Maxen, surrender 
was this morning, — ot Wnich he has not heard). 

Miuiani) —Nothing but your genero-sities and your indulgence 
justify my incongruity” {imongrtdie, in troubling you with the 
Sussed). “You will have it, Madam, that I shall still farther abuse 
** Ibpse boUtttJ^i which are so precious to me : at least remember that 
“ it is by your <^er, if I forward through your hand this Letter, which 
** not nSerit such honour. 

** Chance, which so insolently mocks the projects of men, and de- 
“ bghts to build up and then pull down, has led us about, thus far, — 
“ to the en4 of the Campaign” (not quite ended yet, if we knew). “The 
“ Austrians are girt-in by the Elbe on this side ; I have had two im- 
“imrtaiut Magazines of theirs in Bohemia destroyed” (Klcist’s doing). 
Tk 0 « have been some bits of fighting {affmres)^ that have turned 
|t]|ilMy to our advantage : — so that I am in hopes of forcing M. Laun 
ip re|^ the Elbe, to abandon Dresden, and to take the road for 
“ IpttrtjL Bohemia. 

“ I talk to you, Madam, of what I am surrounded with ; of what, 
in your nmghbourhood, may perhaps have gained your atten- 
lion. I could go to much greater length, if my heart dared to explain 
“ itself on the sentiments of admiration, gratitude and esteem, with 
“which I am,— -Madam my Cousin, — Your most faithful Cousin, 
“ Friend and Servant,— F,” 

a. 

Freybeig, i8Lh December 1759. 

“ Madam, — ^You spoil me so by your indulgence, you so accustom 
“ me to have obligations to you, that I reproach myself a hundred times 
With this presumption. Certainly I should not continue to enclose 
“ these Letters to your care, had not I the hope that pcihaps the Cor- 
“ respondence may be of some use to England, and even to Euiope, — 
fpr without doubt Peace is the desirable, the natural and happy state 
“ for Nations. It is to accelerate Peace, Madam, that I abuse 
yoi^ generosities. This motive excuses me to myself for the nicon- 
gruhy oPrjy procedures. * 

“The goodness you have to take interest in my situation obliges 
“ mp to giye you some account of it. We have undergone all sorts of 
“ iml^fortunp here” (Maxen, what not), “at the moment wc weie Ifa^^t 
“ mcpeclfog them. Nevertheless, there remains t<» us courage and 
“hope* i^er© Auxiliaries” (Hereditary Prince and 12,000) “on the 
^ ppiSat w amVtng j there is reason to think that the end of our Cam- 
** |)a%n ViHOit W frightful than jseemed likely three weeks ago. May 
“ you* Modfufi, enjoy all the happiness that I wish you. May all the 
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** world become acquainted with your virtues, imit^e them^ li^« 
mire you as I do^ May you be persuaded that . V , — 

3 * 

'* Frcybei;^, *6tli February S!7fio* 

“ Madam, — It is to my great Sr^ret that I importune Ydur High* 

* ness so often with my Letters. Your bounties, Madam, have spoiled 
‘ me 5 — it will teach you to be more chary of them to others. I re- 

* gard you as an estimable Friend, to whose friendship X have xtOourse 
in straits. The question is still Peace, Madam ; and were JHOt tht 

'* object of my importunities so beautiful, Madam, I should be Incac* 

* cusable.” — Goes then into practical considerations, about 

(Kill’s Aide-de-Camp, once Keith’s, who carries this Lt^er), about a 

* Herr von Edelsheim,” a ‘‘Bailli de Froulay,” and \he possible 
Conditions of Peace, ”—not of consequence to us just now.** 

As to Voltaire again, and the new Friedrich- Voltaire Style 
of Correspondence, something more of detail will ht req[,uieite. 
Ever since the black days of 1 757, when poor WUhelmipa, with 
Rossbach and Leuthen still hidden from her in a future glooSay 
as death, desperately brought Voltaire to bear upon^ Cardjn^ 
Tencin in this matter, without success, there has been a kind 
of regular corresponding between Voltaire and Friedrich^ ebsu- 
racteristic on both sides. A pair of Lovers hopelessly estranged 
and divorced ; and yet, in a sense, unique and priceless to one 
another. The Past, full of heavenly radiances, which issued, 
alas, in flames and sooty conflagrations as of Erebus,- — let us 
forget it, and be taught by it ! The Past is painful, and has been 
too didactic to some of us : but here still is the Present with its 
Future ; better than blank nothing. Pleasant to hear the sound 
of that divine voice of my loved one, were it only in common- 
place remarks on the weather, — ^perhaps intermixed with secret 
jibings on myself : — let us hear it while we can, amid those 
world-wide crashing discords and piping whirlwinds of war. 

Friedrich sends his new Verses or light Proses, which he is 
ever and anon throwing-off; Voltaire sends his, mostly in print, 
and of more elaborate turn : they talk on matters tha|, are pass- 
ing round them, round this King, the centre of th^,— Fried- 
rich usually in a rather swaggering way (lest his Correspondent 
think of blabbing), and always with something of banter studible 
in him ; — as has Voltaire too, but in a finer tone, being 

i}’" rfe fr^dtrki xvni* 174, 173, ?72 Correspondence on this subject lasts 
from 22d Septe*nbc*' i 759 to 81H May 17(50: ib, pp. 170-186. In final of 

8il^ MaV IS tke phrisc, hardlr worth restoring to its real ownei^hb. though the con- 
ie^t considerably redeems it there, — ‘♦the prejudice I can't get n(|of, Unit, In war, 
fs/ p(yi(r Us gros escadrowt, ** ' 
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always female |^n this pretty duct of parted lovers. It rarely 
comes to any scolding between them ; but there is or can be 
nothing of cordiality. Nothing, except in the mutual admira- 
tion, which one perceives to be i^ncere on both sides ; and also, 
in the mutual practical estrangement : ** Noth^g more of you, — 
especially of you, Madam, — as a practical domestic article 1” 
After long reading, with Historical views, in this final sec- 
tion of the Friedrich-Voltaire Correspondence, at first so barren 
Otherwise and of little entertainment, one finds that this too, 
when once you can <‘read** it (that is to say, when the scene 
and its derails are visible to you), becomes highly dramatic, 
Shakspearean-comic or more, for this is Nature’s sell, who far 
excels even Shakspeare; — and that the inextricably dark con- 
dition of jthese Letters is a real loss to the ingenuous reader, 
and especially to the student of Friedrich. Among the fre- 
quently-recurring topics, one that oftenest turns-up on Vol- 
taire’s side is that of Peace : Oh, if your Majesty would but 
make Peace ! Does it depend on me ? thinks Friedrich always ; 
and in, at last, once provoked to say so : 

Friedrich to Voltaire, 

‘Reich-Hcnnersdojf, 2d July 1759’ (shortly before SchmOttseifen, 
while waiting Daun's slow movements). 

Asking me for Peace : there is a bitter joke !” — (In verse, this ; 
flings-off a handlul of crackers on the Bien-Aimi, whose Chamberlain 
you are, on the Jlongroise quUl adore, on the Russian ^ue fabhorre ; — 
then continues in prose) : 

“ It is to him,*’ the Well-beloved Louis, “that you must address 
“ yourself, or to his Amboise in Petticoats” (his Pompadour, acting 
the Cardinal -Premier on this occasion). “But these people have 
“ their heads filled with ambitious projects : these people are the diffi- 
‘ ‘ culty J they wish to be the sovereign arbiters of sovereigns ; — and 
“ that is what persons of my way of thinking will by no means put-up 
“ with. I love Peace quite as much as you could wish ; but I want 
it §ood, solid and honourable. Socrates or Plato would have thought 
“ UsS I do»on this subject, had they found themselves placed in tlfe 
“ accursed position which is now mine in the world. 

“ Think you there is any pleasure in leading this dog ol a life” 
{chkmu, Ac-dog) ? “In seeing and causing the butchery of people 
“ you know nothing of ; in losing daily those you do know and love; 
“ in seeing perpetually your reputation exposed to the caprices of 
“ chan<?e ; in passing year after year in disquietudes and apprehensions ; 
** in risking, without end, your life and your fortune? • 

“ I know*right well the value of tranquillity, the sweets of society, 
VOL. vin. • s 
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** the charms of life; and I love to be happy, as nhach as anybody 
“ whatever. But much as I desire these blessings, I will not purchase 
** them by basenesses and infamies. Bhilosophy enjoins us tb do oar 
** duty ; faithfully to serve our Ccejntry, at the price of our blood, of 
our repose, and 9^ every sacrifice that can be required of us. The 
illustrious went through a good many adventures which were 

** not to his taste, Candide the like; and nevertheless look their mis- 
** fortune in patience. What finer example to follow than that inf those 
** heroes ? 

'‘Take niy word, our ‘curt jackets* as you call them’* {A4MS 
icourtisy peculiar to the Prussian soldier at that time), “are as good 
“ as your red lieels, as the Hungarian pelisses, and the ^een frocks 
“ of the Koxelans” (Russians). “ We are actually on the heels of the 
“ latter” (at least poor Dohna is, and poor Dictator Wedell will be, 
not with the effect anticipated!) — “who by their stupidities give us 
“ fine chance- You will sec 1 shall get out of the scrape this YeJSfcr 
“ too, and deliver myself both from the Greens and the Dirty* Whites^’ 
(Austrian colour of coat). “My neighbour of the Sabred Hut,— I 
’ think, in spite of Holy Father’s benediction, the Holy (^hoi^ must 
** have inspired him the reverse way ; he seems to have ar great deal 
“ of lead in his bottom. * * 

Voltaire in answer. 

•The DiSlices/ gues<;ed to be some time in ‘August 1759/ 

•* In whatever slate you are, it is very certain that you are n great 
“ man. U is not to weary your Majesty that 1 now write ; it is to 
“ confess myself, — on condition you will give me absolution ! I have 
“ betrayed you; that is the fact” — (really guilty this time, and hai^e 
shown something of your writing ; as your Majesty, oh how unjustly, 
is often suspecting that I do, and with mischievous intention, instead 
of good, ah, Sire !) — ‘ In fact, I have received that fine 

* ‘ relhts*'^ Letter* (Letter we have ju.st read) ; ‘ exquisite Piece, though 

* with biting “ JtwcuaV^ qualities in it loo ; and have shown it, keeping 
‘ back tbe*biting parts, to a beautiful gillflirt of the Court, minaudOrd 
(who seems to be a Mistress of ChoiseuPs), ‘ who is here attending 

* Tissot for her health ; fninauditre charmed with it ; insists on my 

* sending it to Choiseul, “ He admires the King of Prussia, as 1 ^ does 
< all nobleness and genius; send it!” And t did so; — ^and look here, 
' what an Answer from Choiseul* (Answer lost) : ‘ and mfy it not have 
‘ a fine effect, and perhaps bring Peace — Oh, forgive me, Sire. But 

* read that Note of the great man. “ Try if you can decipher his 
“ writing- One may have very honest sentiments, and a great deal of 

esprit f and yet write like a cat.” — — 

“ Sire, there was once a lion and a mouse {rat) ; the mouse fell 
" in love with the lion,, and went to pay him court. The lion, tii-ed 
“ of it, gavelrim a little scrape with his paw. The mouse withdrew 
2 1 iCEuvres de Frederic ^ xxiii. 53. 
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ittto his mousihole (soMririhr ) ; but he still loved the lion ; and seeing 
** one day a net they were spreading out to catch the lion and kill him, 
** he gnaM'ed asunder one mesh of it. Sire, the mouse kisses very 
humbly your beautiful claws, in^ll submissiveness : — he will never 
dio between two Capuchins, as, at Bile, the mastiff {do^^ue} of St. 
f * Jdalb has done” (jtyth July last). “ He woula have wished to die 
^ beside his lion. Believe that the mouse was more attached than the 
** mastiff; 

To which we saw the Answer, pair of Answers, at Sagan, in 
;^pteihber last. This Note from Choiseul, conveyed by Vol- 
taire, iippears to have been the trifling well-spring from which 
all those wide-spread waters of Negotiation flowed. Pitt, when 
applied to, on the strength of Friedrich’s hopes from this small 
t^bcumeUt of Choiseurs, was of course ready, “How welcome 
^^ivery chihce of a just Peace!” and agreed to the Joint Decla- 
tatibti it the Hague; and took what farther trouble I know 
pot, — iptdbably less sanguine of success than Friedrich. Fried- 
ftph lyas^ardently industrious in the affair ; had a great deal of 
devising and directing on it, a great deal of corresponding with 
Vofe^re and the Duchess, only small fractions of which are now 
left. He searched-out, or the Duchess of Sachsen-Gotha did it 
for him, a proper Secret Messenger for Paris ; Secret Messenger, 
phe Baron von Edelsheim, properly veiled, was to consult a cer- 
tain Bailti de Froulay, a friend of Friedrich’s in Paris ; — which 
kyal-hearted Bailli did accordingly endeavour there ; but made- 
out nothing. Only much vague talking ; part of it, or most of 
it, subdolous on Choiseul’s side. Pitt would hear of no Peace 
#hich did not include Prussia as well as PIngland : some said 
this wafe the cause of failure ; — the real cause was that Choi- 
never had any serious intention of succeeding. Light Choi- 
seul, a clever man, but an unwise, of the sort called “ dashing,” 
had entertained the matter merely in the optative form, — and 
w:hen it came nearer, wished to use it for making mischief be- 
twe^ PitI and Friedrich, and for worming-out Edelsheim^ 
sectets, if?he had any, — ^for which reason he finally threw 
Edelshoto into the Bastille for a few days. 

Abotf the end of March I guess it to have been that Choi- 
seuh way of wprming-out poor Edelsheim’s secrets, flung 
Jdm into the Bastille for a day or two. Already in December 
foregbihg, we have seen Choiseul's Black- Artist busy lipcm the 

3 ' (EutM'es tie FredMc, xxiu. 59, 6o. . . 

‘ S6 la CEuvres de Frederic^ v. 38-41, detailed account of the Aifair. 
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Stolen Edition of Friedrich’s Verses. A Cholseul full Jctf in* 
trigues ; adroit enough, ambitious enough ; restlessly industri- 
ous in making mischief, if there were nothing else to be made ; 
who greatly disgusted Friedricft, now and afterwards. 

And this was fibat the grand Voltaire Pacification came to, 
though it filled the world with temporary noise, and was so in- 
teresting to Voltaire and another. What a heart-affecting gene- 
rosity, humility and dulcet pathos in that of the poor Mouse 
gnawing asunder a mesh of the Lion’s net! There is a gopd 
deal of that throughout, on the Voltaire side,— -that is to say, 
while writing to Friedrich. But while writing to third 

parties, sometimes almost simultaneously, the contra.st of styles 
is not a little startling ; and the beautiful affectionately'-chirp- 
ing Mouse is seen suddenly to be an injured Wild-cal with its 
fur up. All readers of Voltaire are aware of this ; and how 
Voltaire handles his **Lnc** (mysterious nicknamb 
Friedrich), when Luc’s back is turned. For alas, there is n6 
man or thing but has its wrong-side too ; least of al*i, a Vol- 
taire, — doing treble voice withal, if you consider it, in ^ch a 
Duet of estranged Lovers I Suppose we give these few Speci- 
mens, — treble mostly, and a fevr of bass as well, — to illustrate 
the nature of this Duet, and of the noises that went on round 
it, in a war-convulsed world ? And first of all, concerning the 
enigma “What is Luc ?” 

What the Luc in Voltaire is ! .Shocking explanations have been 
hit upon : but Wagniere ( JVagner, an intelligent Swiss man), Voltaire^s 
old Secretary, gives this plain reading of the riddle ; ‘ M. de Voltaire 

* had, at The DtHices' {near by Feniey, till the Chateau got built), ■ a 

* big Ape, of excessively mischievous turn ; who used to throw stones 
' at the passers-by, and sometimes would attack with its teeth friend 
‘ or foe alike. One day it thrice over bit M. de Voltaire’s own leg. 

‘ He had called it Luc (Luke) ; and in conversation with select friends, 

* as also in Letters to .such, he sometimes designated the King of Prussia 
Sby that nickname : “ Lie is like my Luc here ; bites whoe^pr c£!i*esses 

* him !” — In 1756 M. de Voltaire, having still on his heafi the Franks 

' furt Outrage, wrote curious Memoir es* (ah, yes, VieFrivle)', *and after- * 
‘ wards wished to burn them; but a Copy bad been stolen fkom him in 
‘ 1768,’— and they still aillict the poor world. 

To the same effect speaks Johannes von Muller; ‘ Voltaire had an 

* Ape called Luc ; .'uid the spiteful man, in thus naming the King, 

^ meant to stigmatise higa as the mere ape of greater men; as one with- 
^ out any greatness of his own.’ — No; Luc w:as misej^ievous, flung 
stones afte:* passengers ; had, according to Clogenson, ‘bitten Voltaire 
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while ]|eing caressed by him that was the analogy ki Vol- 
taire^s mind, Preuss says, this Nickname first occurs * lath December 
*757'* Su|>pbse nth December to have been the day of getting one's 
leg bitten thrice over; and that, iiijbed next morning, — stiff, smarting, 
fretful against the sad ape-tricks ana offences of this life, — before getting 
kp to one’s Works and Correspondences, tlie angi^ similitude had shot, 
slightly fulgurous and consolatory, athwart the gloom of one’s mood 
That will account for Luc. 

Many of the Voltaire-Friedrich Letters are lost ; and the remainder 
lie in sad disorder in all the Editions, their sequence unintelligible 
without lengthy explanation. So that the following Snatches cannot 
well be aiT^ged here in the way of Choral Strophe and Antistrophe, 
as would have been desirable. We shall have to group them loosely 
under heads ; with less respect to date than to subject-matter, and to 
the reader’s convenience for understanding them. 

• 

VoUmre on Friedrich ^ to different Third-Parties^ during 
» this War. 

To D^Argental (Has not yet heard of Leuthen^ which happened five 
days befc«:e). * * have tasted the vengeance of consoling the 
Kinff of Pru.ssia, and that is enough for me. He goes beating on 
the one side, and getting beaten on the other; except for another 
^‘ miracle’* (like Rossbach), ^‘he will be ruined. Better have really 
been a philosopher, as he pretended to be.”^* 

To the Reverend Comte de Bernis (outwardly still our flourishing 
Prime-Minister, by grace of Pompadour, but soon to be extinguished 
under a Red Hat. Date is six days before Zorttdorf). ♦ • I can- 
‘J not imagine how some people have gone into .suspecting that my 
heart might have the weakness to lean a little towards whom you 
know, towards my Ingrale that was ! One is bound to have polite- 
ness; but one has memory as well; — and one is attached, as warmly 
as superfluously, to the Good Cause, which it belongs only to you to 
defend. Certain it is, poor I am not like the three-fourths of the 
Germans in those days” (since Rossbach, above all) I “I have every- 
where seen Ladies’-P'ans with the Prussian Eagle painted on them, 
eating the Fleur-de-Lis ; the lianover Horse giving a kick to M. de 
RicneUeii’s bottom ; a Courier carrying a bottle of Queen-of-Hungaty 
Water to Madame de Pompadour. My Nieces shall certainly not 
have that fashion of P’ans, at my poor little D Slices, whither I am 
just retuflimg.”®’ 

To Rthdhme d^Argental (on occasion oiMindeti: Kunersdorf three 

^ et Wagni^e, Mimoires, i. 34; Johannes von Mflller, Werke 

r8ai)j xxxi. 140 {^Letters to his Brother^ No. 218, * /ul:^i796') ; 
Oog«nson's!Note, in CEuntres de V&ltaxre. Ixxvii. 103 ; Preuss, ii. 71. 

^ CEitviees dfiVoltaire, Ixxvii. 139 (*The Polices, 10th December 17^7’}. 

"■y^\ Ib. Ixxyii; 35 (*St>l«ure, 19th August r758’). * 
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clays ago, but not yet heard of). * “ Truly, Madi^e, when M, de 

Cpntades leads to the butchery all the descendants of our ancient 
“ chevaliers, and sets them to attack eighty pieces of cannon” (not in 
the least, if you knew it ; the rc^'erse, If you knew it),r-T* 'US 
Quixote did the windmills ! This horrible day pierces my & 6 u)l. I 
am French to excS'ss, especially since those new favours*’ (not worth 
mentioning here), which I owe to my divine Angels and to M. le 
” Due de Cboiseul. 

” Luo, — you know who Luc is** (as do we), — *‘is probably giving 
Battle to the Austrians and Russians” {Kunersdo}''/^ lath; thf^daya- 
ago, did it, and was beaten to your mind), ” at the moment while I 
” have the honour of writing to you; at least, he told me 
” Royal intention. If they beat him, as may happen, what h shame 
for us to have been beaten by the Duke of Brunswick ! 1 wish you 

” knew this Duke” (as I have done; a Duke of no fr/nV, no gift .qj ; 
tongue, in fact no talent at all that I could discern), “you* would be 
” much astonished ; and would say, ‘ The people whom he beats must 
” be great blockheads.’ The truth of the fact is, that all these troops . 
” are better-disciplined than ours:”*® — ^Yes indeed, my esteemed Vol- 
taire; and also, perhaps, that esprit^ or gift of tongue, is apt the sol^ :^ 
gift for Battles and Campaigns?— 

7o D^Ar Rental (seventh day Kunersdorf : * mouse upon lion*s 

net’ nearly contemporaneous). “At last, then, I think my Kussians 
“ must be near Great Glogau” (might have been, one thinks, after such 
a Kunersdorf; did not start for a month yet; never could get very 
near at all). “ Who would have thought that Barbarina” 

Dancer once; sent to Glogau, Cocceji and she, when their itiarriage 
became public) “ was going to be besieged by the Russi^, and in 
“ Glogau : Oh Destiny I — 

“ I don’t love Luc, far from it: I never will pardon him his In- 
“ famous procedure with my Niece” (at Frankfurt that tim®) 5 ■ * 

“ the face he has to write me flattering things twice a month ; without 
“ having ever repaired his wTongs. I desire much his entire hunulia- 
“ tion, the chastisement of the sinner; whether his eternal damnatiohi 
“ I don’t quite know. (Ilear, hear !) — 

2> mne (a month after Maxen: “Peace** NegotiaridU very 
lively). * * “ ifeanwhile, if Luc cou|4 be punished this 

“ happy peace I If, by this last stroke of Genera| 

Dierecke at Meissen, 4 th December, capture of Dierechd hud irfCdf 
stroke not, of an overwhelming nature, but let thmrh&i nut 
mercies), “ which has opened the road from the Lausilz to Berlin*’ 
(al^, npt in the least), “some lladdick could pay Berlin a visit again! 
“ ypu see» in Tragedy I wish always to have crime punished. 

** The^e is talk of; a great Battle fought the eth** (not a word of 

^ (Evvres de Ixxviii. i86, 187 (* BeUces, |;5dx 

U Ibi lxxviii. X95 (* r9th August 1759*)* 
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tinith m between Luc and him of the Conseprated Hat: swd to 

“ hive veTy murderous. I interest myself very much in this 

playing under the Sun. “ Whenever the Austrians have 
Kaunitz says to Madam de Bentinck’* (litigant wan- 
4 l^ng tJ^y, known to me at Berl® and elsewhere), “ ‘ Write that to 
ft pur Friepd Voltaire.’ Whenever Luc has the Jipast success, he tells 
ff me, * J haye battered the oppressors of mankind.’ Dear Angel, in 
“ tlij^e horrors I am the only one that has room to laugh : — and yet I 
f? don’t laiugh either; owing to iha Culs-Noirs^^ (base crockery; one’s 
l^inner Plate all vanished^'^), “ to the Annuities, Ix)tteries, and to Pon- 
*fdichery, — for I am always afraid about that latter!” (Going, that, 
for certain ; going, gone, and your East Indies along with it!)*® 

Jd Perpetual Secretary Formey (in forwarding a ‘ Letter left with 
mp*). '‘Health and peace, Monsieur; and Seer Stair e Eternel. Your 
*f King is^klways a man unique, astonishing, inimitable. He makes 
“ charmit^ verses, in times when another could not write a line of 
ff prosje; jjie deserves to be happy: but will he be so? And h not, 
“ what becomes of you ? For my ovm part, I will not die between 
“ tfyo Capuchins. Hardly worth while, CKalting one’s soul for such a 
** ^ture as that. What a stupid and detestable farce this world is I’’** 

7 'o D*Argental (“ Peace” Negotiations still at their briskest). * ® 
** But, my dear Angel, you will see on Tuesday the great man who 
** has turpeil my head /e suis fou)^ M. le Due de Choiseul. The 
Letters he honours me with enchant me. God will bless him, don’t 
doubt it,’’ — after all ! “ We have at Pondichery a Lally, a devil of 
“an Irish spirit, r—who wdll cost me, sooner or later, above 20,000 
“ livres annually” (have rents in owe India Company^ say 1,000/. a year, 
as my Angels know), “ which used to be the readiest item of my Pit- 
“ tance. But M, le Due de Choiseul will triumph over Luc in one 
“ 'way or pllxer; then what joy I I suppose he shows you my imper- 
“ tinent reveries. Do you know, Luc is so mad, that I don’t despair 
“ of bringing him to reason” (persuading him to give-up Cleve, and 
; knuckle as he should, in this Peace Affair), “That were what I 
“ should call tire tme Comedy I I should like to have your advices 
“ pn the conduct of that Dramatic Piece. 

<She: late “mouse” gnawing its mesh of net, what a subtle and 
nlighty h^ft^r has it grown! This of CUve, however, and of knuck- 
not dp. Hear the stiff Answer that comes : “ * Conditions 
“ of Peacj’ do you call them? The people that propose such can have 
“no wim to see Peace. What a logic theirs! ‘ I might yield the 
' “ Ippimtty Pf Cl^ve, because the inhabitants are stupid’! What would 
“ y;b^ pipisters sa^ if one rec^uired the Province of Champagne from 

" ' » CEwres de Voltaire^ Ixxviii. 34.6 ('22d Dec. 1759’ )• • 

** lb. Ixxvijl yAtpcoxtiSouTtemrs d'un-Citoyefiy i. 302), *iithjan. 1760.’ 

(Euvresae reitaire, Ixxviii. 37s('DdUces, isth Feb^wry 1760'),^ 
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them, because the Proverb says, Ninety-nine sheeppkand one Cham - 
** pagner make a Hundred head of cattle?”*® — 

Aj^ain io D*Argental (three or four months after j Luc having proved 
obstinate, and still unsuccessful). ^ ® conjure you make use of all 
** your eloquence to tell him” (the supreme Due de ChoiseuI), that 
** if Luc misgo, it ^vill be no misfortune to France. That Branden- 
“ burg will always remain an Electorate; that it is good there be no 
Elector in it strong enough to do without the protection of our King; 
** and that all the Princes of the Empire will always have recoiitse to 
** that august protection” (Most Christian Majesty^s) ** contm Taqtiiiti 
grifagnat — were the Prussian Kingship but abolished. Nota bene, if 
Luc were discomfited this Year, we should have JPeace next 
Winter.”*^ 


To supreme ChoiseuI (a year later). ^ ^ He has been a bad man, 
** this Luc; and now, if one were to bet, — ^l)y the law of probability 
“ it would be 3 to I that Luc will go to pot {9era perdu) ^ with his 
•* rhymings and his banterings, and his injustices and pclitics, all as 
bad as himself.*’*® 

VoUaire on surrounding Objects, chiefly on Mauperiuis, and 
the Battles. ^ 

To D'Alembert (in the Rossbach-Leuthen interval : on the Battle 
oi Breslau, aad November 1757; called by the Austrians Malpla- 
quet,” and believed by Voltaire to be a Malplaquet and more). * ® 
The Austrians do avenge us, and humble us” (us, and our miserable 
Rossbachs), “in a terrible manner. Thirteen attacks on the Prussian 
* intrenchments, lasted six hours; never was Victory bloodier, or more 
horribly beautiful ”(in the brain of certain men). “We pretty French 
“ fellows, we are more expeditious, our job is done in five minutes. 
“ The King of Prussia is always writing me Verses, now like a despe- 
“ rado, now like a hero; and as forme, I try to live like a philosopher 
** in my hermitage. He has obtained what he always wished : to beat 
** the French, to be admired by them, to mock them ; but the Austrians 
“ are mocking him in a very serious way. Our shame of November 5th 
“has given him glory; and with such glory, which is but transient 
and dearly bought, he must content himself. He will lose hiscowfi 
“•Countries, with those he has seized, unless the Frenc]^ %gain disr 
“ cover” (which they will) “ the secret of losing all their Armies, as 
“ they did in 1741.”®® , ^ 

7 b Ckdraut, the McUhemoHcian (Maupertuis lately de&d). * An ex- 

^ Friedrich < to Voltaire, 'Freybcrg, 3d April 1760:’ CEuvres de FfUdirtc, sadLU. 
73 » 74 * ■ ' 

CEI^frs de Voitatre, lixix. xxo i* July 1760*), 

»® lb. ixxx. 313 (‘ Ch 4 teate de Ferney, 13th July 1761*). c 

Ib. Ixxy^. 133-4 (* Delitcs, dth December 1757/ day after I-reutnctt)J 
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^ ctHciitXr^atis^ this you have sent me, Monsieur!’ ^^Your war with 
the Geometers on the subject of this Comet appears to me like a war 
** of the gods in Olympus, while on Earth there is going on a fight of 
**'dogs and cats.” ® ® “Would tB Heaven our friend Moreau-Mau- 
V pertuis had cultivated his art like you ! That he had predicted 
“ comets, instead of exalting his soul to predict tBe future ; of dissect- 
ing the brains of giants to know the nature of the soul; of japanning 
people with pitch to cure them of every malady; of persecuting 
M Konig; and of dying between Two Capuchins” (dead three weeks 
ago, on those terms, poor soul) 

Tp D* Alembert (a week later), o What say you of Maupertuis 
*♦ dying be?ween two Capuchins I He was ill, this long while, of a 
** repletion of pride ; but I had not reckoned him either a hypocrite or 
an imbecile. I don’t advise you ever to go and fill his place at 
Berlin ; •you would repent that. I am Astolpho warning Roger 
** (Ruggiero) not to trust himself to the Enchantress Alcina ; but Roger 
was unadvisable.”*^ 

Tp the same (two years later : Luc, on certain grounds, may as well 
be savedf. “With regard to Luc, though I have my just causes of 
“ angA* against him, I own to you, in my quality of Frenchman and 
“ thinking being, I am glad that a certain most Orthodox House has 
not swallowed Germany, and that the Jesuits are not confessing in 
Berlin. Over towards the Danube superstition is very powerful.” 
^ ® ‘The You are well aware that I speak of super- 

♦^stition only; for as, to the Christian religion, I respect and love it, 
“ like you. Courage, Brethren 1 Preach with force, and write with 
“ address : God will bless you. — Protect, you my Brother, the Widow 
“ Calas all you can ! She is a poor w'eak-minded Huguenot, but her 
“ Husband was the victim of the White Penitents, It is the concern 
“ of Human Nature that the Fanatics of Toulouse be confounded.” 
(The case of Calas, second act of it, getting on the scene : a case still 
memorable to eveiybody. Stupendous bit of French judicature ; and 
Voltaire’s noblest outburst, into mere transcendant blaze of pity, virtu- 
ous wrath, and determination to bring rescue and help against the 
ivhole world.)** 

'■■■■• ; . 

FrM^ich to Voltaire^ before and during these Peace 
Negotiations, 

At Sc^bttseifen, five days before ZUUichaUy ten days before that hunt 
of ffOudm and Haddick (Voltaire, under rebuke for indiscretion, has 
beai wltwhi>bring a little. ‘ My discreet Niece burnt those last verses, 
Siire; no dinger there, at least!’ Truculent Bishop Something-d^ tried 

^ 0 'uprtit ^ P^e?ttaire, Ixxviii, xgt ('Diliccs, jgth August X75g*}, 

Id, l^^Kvuj. X97 (*D(^Hces, 25th Au^st 1759’). 

Ib, Ixxviii. sa, 53 CFerney, 28th November 1762’), 
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to attack your Majesty ; but was doue-for by a cc^ta^aper^u)^/ 
rich answers: ‘*In truth, you are a singular creature* WhenT thkik 
** of scolding you, you say two words, and the reproach Iwi- 

“ possible to scold you, even when you deserve it” * f 

‘ ‘ As to your Niece, let her bum me or roast me, I care little^ Nor 
** are you to think v^e so sensitive to what your Bishops in /r ofT hi ^ 
“ may say of me. I have the lot of all actors who play in puttie ; ap- 
plauded by some, despised by others. One must prepare o^esi^i for 
“ satires, for calumnies, for a multitude of lies, which will sent 
“ abroad into currency against one : but need that trouble my traur 
** quillity? I go my road ; I do nothing against the interior voice of 
** my conscience; and I concern myself very little in what w^iy «iy 
** actions paint themselves in the brain of beings, not alwayi very &thk- 
** ing, with two legs and without feathers.”^* 

At PP'iisdru/j just bejore Maxen (an exultant exuberant cittious 
Letter; too long for insertion, — part of it given above), t f /‘For 
“ your Tragedy of S&crcUe^ thanks. At Pans they are going to Jb^m it, 
“ the wretched fools, — not aware that absurd fanaticism i^thelr4onim~ 
“ ant vice. Better bum the dose of medicine, however, than the useful 
“ Poctor. I, can I join myself to that set? If I bite you, as^ott com- 
“ plain, it is without my knowledge. But I am surrounded 
“ mies, one hitting me, another pricking me, another daubing xni! with 
“ mud ; — ^patience at last yields, and one flies abroad into a general 
“ rage, too indiscriminate perhaps.” 

‘ You talk of my Verses on Rossbach* (my Adist^ to the dioo^s on 
Ending their Bridge burnt**). “This Campaign I have had no beatific 
“ vision, in the style of Moses. The barbarous Cossacks and Tartars, 
“ infamous to look at on any side, have burnt and ravage Joopntries, 
“ and committed atrocious inhumanities. This is all I saw of iheniw 
“ Such melancholy spectacles don’t tend to raise one’a ' ^irits.” 
(!preaks*ofF into metre:) La Fortune itnomiante et fih^e^ Fortune in* 
“ constant and proud Does not treat her suitors Always in an equal 
** manner. Those fools called heroes, who run the country, 

** Ces fous notnmts hiros^ ei qui courent Us chatf^Sj 
** Converts de sang et de poussUtv^ 

** Voltaire, dent pas tons les ans 
** Favour de voir le derrUre 
** De leurs enttemis insolents, 

“•Can’t expect that pleasure every year I ^ ^ 

‘ Manpertuis, say you?’ “ Don’t trouble me asnes oi ine aeaa,; 
“ let the grave at least put an end to your unju^l;^ hatreds. Reflet 
that even Kings make peace after long battling; cannof you^ever 
“ make it ? I think yon would be capable, like Orpheus, of dj^cendr; 
“ ing to Hell, not to soften Pluto and bring back your beautiful 
** but to puirsne into thit Abode of Woe an enemy ndiom your wrath 

^ Se^m<£lttseifea, *sth J^ly 1739 ;* (Ewvresde Fridtric^ xaiti, 55, 5<i» 

^ Suprk, vol. vii p. »46.‘ 



a»«|i.vin. MISCELLANEA IN WAtTER-QUARTERS. 2%7 

176a. 

litas; only too xi^ch persecuted in the world : for shame — ^and ro 

bakes him, more tham once elsewhere, in very serious terms. 

In Winier-qnarter^y on Peace and the Stolen IMUon. (Starts in 
verse, whicli we abridge :) ‘ With li^w many laurcU you have covered 

* yourself in all the fields of Literature ! One laurel yet is wanting to 

* the brow of Voltaire. If, as the crown of so maHy perfect works, he 
‘ could by a skilful manoeuvre bring back Peace, 1 , and Lurope with 

* me^ would think that his masterpiece !’ (Takes to prose :) 

“ This is my thought and all KuropeV Viigil made as fine Verses 
♦* as you; but he never made a Peace. It will be a distinction you 
** will have over all your brethren ol Parnassus, if you succeed. 

** I knoy not who has betrayed me, and thought of printing” (the 
Ediiion ; — not you, surely !) ‘*a pack of rhapsodies which were good 
** enough to amuse myself, but were never meant fpr publication. After 
** all, I am so used to treacheries and bad manoeuvres,” — what matters 
this insignificant one ? 

I know not who the Bredow is** (whom you speak of having met); 
** but he has^told you true. The sword and death have made fright- 
“ fill ravages among us. And tlie worst is, we are not yet at the end 
** oi t}^e t;|1igedy. You may judge what effect these cruel shocks made 
** on me. I wrap myself in my stoicism, the best I can. Flesh and 
blo(^ revolt against such tyrannous command ; but it must be fob 
** lowed. If you saw me, you would scarcely know me again : 1 am 
** old, broken, gray-headed, w riukled ; I am losing my teeth and my 
gaiety : if thi.s go on, there will be nothing of me left, but the mania 
“ of making verses, and an inviolable attachment to my duties and to 
** the feM*" virtueus men whom I know. 

In Wtnier^quafterSj a month late?' (comes still on “Peace” again), 

* * “I will have you paid that bit of debt” (perhaps of postage or 
rise like), **that Louis of the Mill {Louis du Moulin at Fontenoy, 
who got upon a Windmill with his Dauphin, and caught that nick- 
umne from the common men) “may have wherewithal to make war on 
“ me. Add tenth-penny tax to your tax of twentieth-penny ; impose 
“ new capitations, make titular offices to get money ; do, in a word, 
*» whatever you like. In spite of all your efforts, you will not get a 
** Peace signed by my hands, except on conditions honourable to my 
** Nation. Your people, blown-up with self-conceit and folly* may de- 
** pdfid pm these words. Adieu, live happy ; and while you make 

your enoils to destroy Prussia, think that nobody has less deserved 
It than I, either of you or of your French. 

Still i$ lPin(€i'*guarters (on “Peace” still; but begins with “Mau- 
pertttis,** which is all we will give). ** What rage animates you against 
“ Maupertuis? You accuse hhn of having published that Furtive Edi- 
“ Know that his Copy, well sealed by him, arrived here after 

•s CEfnnvs tie Friditie^ xxUi. $1-65 (‘Wilsdruf, X7th November X759T 
^ lb. xitiii. 69 l*Freyberg, 24th Feb. 1760’). 
f? lb> xxiii 72 (*Frcyberg, aoth March 4760’). 
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‘‘his death, and that he was incapable of ‘such in ihdiscietion. ” 
(Breaks into verse :) 

** Leave in peace the cold ashes of Maupertuis : 

** Truth can defend him,^-nd will. 

His soul was faithful and noble : 

** He pardoned you that scandalous Akakia (cf vil libetli 

** Que myirefitreur crimmelle 

** Prit soin chez moi de griffoner \ ; he did : — 

** And you ? Shame on such delirium as Voltaire’s ! 

What, this beautiful, what, this grand genius, 

“ Whom 1 admired with transport, 

** Soils himself vrith calumny, and is ferocious on the dead? 

Flocking together, in the air uttering cries of joy, 

“Vile ravens pounce-down upon sepulchres. 

And make their prey of corpses — 

Blush, repent, alas! 

These Specimens will suffice. The King of Prussia ?** Vol- 
taire would sometimes say : **He is as potent and as npiaUgnant 
as the Devil; but he is also as unhappy, not knowing friend- 
ship,” — having such a chance, too, with some of us! 

Friedrich has sent Lord Marischal to Spain : other fond 
Hopes of Friedrich' s. 

In the beginning of this Year, 1759, Marischal had 
been called out of his Neufchitel stagnancy, and launched 
into the Diplomatic field again ; sent on mission into Spain, 
namely. The case was this: Ferdinand VI. of Spain (he who 
would not pay Friedrich the old Spanish debt, but sent him 
merino rams, and a jar of Queen-Dowager snufF) had fallen 
into one of his gloomy fits, and was thought to be dying ; — - 
did, in fact, die, in a state nearly mad, on the loth August fol- 
lowing. By Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and by all manner of 
Treaties, Carlos of Naples, his Half-Brother (Termagant’s Efaby 
Carlos, whom we all knew), was to succeed him in Spain ; Don 
Philip, the next Brother, now of Parma and Piacenza, was to 
follow as King in Naples, — ceding those two litigious Duchies 
t^ Austria, after all. Friedrich, vividly awake to everg chalice, 
foresaw, in case of such disjunctures in Italy, good^iikelihood 
of quarrel there. And has dispatched the experienced old Ma- 
rischal to be on the ground, and haye his eyes open. jJEarischal 
knows Spain very well; and has often said, **He left a dear 
old friend there, the Sun.” Marischal was under way, ab^t 
Kew-yeaf'S time; but lingered by the road, waitings) how Fer- 
dinanci would turn, — and having withal an import^t business 
of his own, he sauntered on. Did not arrive, 1 thinki till 



;a»ii.vra. MISCELLANEA IN WINTER-QUARTERS. 16(3 

^c^v, j:;s9*^Match xyCo, 

Summer was ft hand, and his dear Old Friend cominjg out in 
vigour. 

August I oth, 1759, 1'erdinand died ; and the same day Car- 
los became King of Spain. But, instead of giving Naples to Don 
Philip, Carlos gave it to a junior Son of his (fvn ; and left poor 
Philip to content himself with Parma and Piacenza, as hereto- 
fore. Clear against the rights of Austria; Treaty ofAix-la- 
Chapelle is perfectly explicit on that point ! Will not Austria 
vindicate its claim Politicians say, Austria might have re- 
covered not only Parma and Piacenza, but the kingdom of 
Naples itiJfelf. — no France at present able to hinder it, no Spain 
ever able. But Austria, contrary to expectation, would not : a 
Country tenacious enough of its rights, real and imaginary; 
greedy enough of Italy, but of Silesia much more ! The matter 
was deliberated in Council at Vienna ; but the result was mag- 
nanimousl]f, No. “Finish this Friedrich first ; finish this Silesia. 
Nothing else till that!'* 

Thei*Marischars legationary function, therefore, proved a 
sinecure; no Carlos needing Anti-Austrian assistance from 
Friedrich or another ; Austria magnanimously having let him 
alone. Doubtless a considerable disappointment to Friedrich, 
Industrious Friedrich had tried, on the other side of this affair. 
Whether the King of Sardinia, once an adventurous fighting 
kind of man, could not be stirred up, having interests involved I 
But no ; he too, grown old, devotional, apprehensive, held by 
his rosaries, and answered, No. Here is again a hope reason- 
able to look at, but which proves fallacious. 

Marischal continued in Spain, corresponding, sending news 
(the Prussian Archives alone know what), for nearly a couple 
of years.^ His Embassy had one effect, which is of interest 
to us here. On his way out, he had gone by London, with a 
view of getting legal absolution for his Jacobitism, — so far, at 
leas», as^to be able to inherit the Earldom of Kintore, which 
is likcliy W> fall vacant soon. By blood it is his, were tlie 
l^cpbite incapacities withdrawn. Kintore is a cadet branch 
of tlie lleiths ; *John, younger Son of William Sixth Lord 
Marischal,’ was the first Kintore, William Sixth’s younger 
Son, yes ;- — and William’s Father, a man always venerable to 
me, itad 1593 ) founded Marischal College, Aberdeen, — 

^ K^turiafsdk* April (Friedrich's Letter to him, * xoth April 1762 :* in (Euvres 
de Fri^ric^ xx 285). ^ • 
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where, for a few, in those stero granite CountrfJjs, the Dii^et* 
Pursuits are still possible (thank God and this Keith} JOh 
frogal oatmeal. Marischal-ColJlege Keith, or Fifth. Lord Maris- 
chal, was grandfather’s grandlfather of our Potsdatn Friend* 
who is tenth and<last.^ Honour to the brave and noble, now 
fallen silent under foot not of the nobler ! Ih a wbrd^ the 
fourth Kintore was about dying childless; and Marischal had 
come by London on that heritage business. 

He carried, naturally, the best recommendation^. Bri- 
tannic Majesty, Pitt and everybody met hini with wielcome 
and furtherance; what he wished was done, and in st|ch a 
style of promptness and cordiality, Pitt pushing it through, as 
quite gained the heart of old Marischal. And it is not doubted, 
though particulars have not been published. That he sent im- 
portant Spanish notices to Pitt, in these years ; — and espe- 
cially informed him that King Carlos and the French Bourbon 
had signed a Family Compact (15th August 1761), or Sbleinn 
covenant, to stand-by one another as brothers. Which was 
thenceforth, to Pitt privately, an important fact, as perhaps 
we shall see ; though to other men it was still only a painful 
rumour and dubiety. Whether the old Marischal inforhied 
him. That King Carlos hated the English ; that he never had, 
in his royal mind, forgiven that insult of Commodore Martin's 
(watch laid on the table, in the Bay of Naples, long ago), I 
do not know; but that also was a fact. A diligeht, indignant 
kind of man, this Carlos, 1 am told; by no means Un unde- 
serving King of Spain, though his Portraits declare him an 
ugly : we will leave him in the discreet Marischars hands, 
with the dear Old Friend shining equally on both. 

Singular to see how, in so veracious an intellect as Fried- 
rich’s, so many fallacies of hope are constantly entertained. 
War in Italy, on quarrel with King Carlos; Peace wi^h France 
and the Pompadour, by help of Edelsheim and thl! Bailli do 
Froulay ; Peace with Russia and the inf dine fatin, by h8p o( 
English briberies (Friedrich sent an agent this winfer with 
plenty Of English guineas, but he got no farther than the 
Frontier^ ;pot allowed eyentotry) : sometimes, as again this 
winter*, it is hope of Pentnark ioining him (in alarm agajtis^t 
the Russian views oi Holstei^n; but that, too, epmes to ho- 

^ Douglas's ScoUh 44S et seq., 387 et seej. 
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thihg); abovci^ll, there is perennially, budding-out yeaMy, the 
Wighteir after every disappointment, a hope in the Grand 
'fhrk and 'his adherencies. Grand Turk, or failing him, the 
Cham of Tartary, *^for certainr some of these will be got to 
fasten on the heels of Austria, of Russia; artd create a favour- 
able diversion? Friedrich took an immense deal of trouble 
about this latter hope. It is almost pathetic to see with what 
a fond tenacity he clings to it; and hopes it over again, every 
new Spring and Summer.^® 

; The hope that an infdme Catin might die some day (for 
she is no# deep in chaotic ailments, deepish even in brandy) 
seems never to have struck him ; at least there is nowhere any 
articulate hint of it, — the eagle -flight of one’s imagination 
Soaring fhr above such a pettiness! Hope is very beautiful; 
and even fallacious hope, in such a Friedrich. The one hope 
that did no\ deceive him, was hope in his own best exertion 
to tile very death ; and no fallacy ever for a moment slackened 
him in that Stand to thyself: in the wide domain of Imagi- 
ndtiodl there is no other certainty of help. No other certainty; 

yet who knows through what pettinesses Heaven may 
S^mdhdpl 

CHAPTER IX. 

PRELIMINARIES TO A FIFTH CAMPAIGN. 

It was April a 5th before Friedrich quitted Freyberg, and 
took Canip ; not till the middle of June that anything of serious 
Movement came. Much discouragement prevails in his Army, 
wc hear : and indeed, it must be owned, the horoscope of these 
Campaigns grows yearly darker. Only Friedrich himself must 
not be discouraged! Nor is; — though there seldom lay ahead 
of any man a more dangerous-looking Year than ihi§ that is 
now ^imlv shaping itself to Friedrich. His fortune seems tp 
have quitted him; his enemies are more conlident than ever. 

’ This .Year, it seems, they have bethought them of a new 
dleyice aglSnst him. “We have 90 million Population,” count 
**hO:has hardly 5; in the end, he must run-out of men! 
1 ^ excJianging prisoners with him.” At Jiigerndorf, 

march to Olmiit::), thcr^ had 
been exchange; not without haggles; but this was the last on 
s® Prcvss, ii. x2x ct acq., 293 &c.; SchiJnmg, ii, iii. passim, • 
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Austria’s part. Cartel of the usual kind, values punctually 
settled : a Fieldmarshal is worth 3,000 common men^ or 1,500/. ; 
Colonel worth 130 men, or 65/.; common man is worth I ox. 
sterling, not a high figure.^ The Russians haggled still more, 
no keeping of tl^m to their word ; but they tried it a second 
time, last year (October 1759); and by careful urging and 
guiding, were got dragged through it, and the prisoners on 
both sides sent to their colours again. After which, it was a 
settled line of policy, “ No more exchanging or cartelling ; we 
will starve him out in that article 1 ” And had Friedrich Had 
nothing but his own 5 millions to go upon, though these con- 
tributed liberally, he had in truth been starved out. Nor could 
Saxony, with Mecklenburg, Anhalt, Erfurt, and their 10,000 
men a year, have supplied him, — ‘had not there,’ says Archeh- 
holtz (a man rather fond of superlatives), — 

* Had not there risen a Recruiting system, * or Crimping systetn, 

‘ the like of which for kind and degree was never seen in the Earth 
‘ before. Prisoners, captive soldiers, if at all likely fellowv?, were by 
‘ every means persuaded, and even compelled, to lake Prussian service. 

‘ Compelled, cudgel in hand, ’ says Archenholtz (who is too indiscrimin* 
ating, I can see, — for there werej^falzers, WUrtembergers, Reichsfolk, 
who had been compelled the other way): ‘ not asked if they wished 
‘ to serve, but dragged to the Prussian colours, obliged to swear there, 

‘ and fight against their countrymen.* Say at least, against their coun- 
trymen’s Governors, contumacious Serene Highnesses of Wiirtemberg, 
Mecklenburg and the like. Wurteraberg, we mentioned lately, had to 
shoot a good few of his first levy against the Protestant Champion, be- 
fore they would march at all! — I am sorry for these poor men ; and 
wish the Reich had been what it once was, a Veracity and Practical 
Reality, not an Imaginary Entity and hideously contemptible Wiggery, 
as it now is! Contemptible, and hideous as well;— setting it.self up on 
that fundamental mendacity • which is eternally tragical, though little 
regarded in these days, and which entails mendacities without end on 
parties concerned ! — But, apart from all this, certain it is, 

‘ The whole German Reich was deluged with secret Prussian En- 
' listers. The greater part of these were not actual Office^®? at all, but 
‘ hungry Adventurers, who had been bargained with, Ind who, for 
‘ their own profit, allowed themselves every imaginable art to pick-up 
‘ men. Head and centre of them was the Prussian ColonCi Colignon,* 
one of the Free*Corps people; ‘ a man formed by nature for this bpsi- 
‘ ness’ (what a beautiful man !) — ‘ who gave all the others their dircc- 
‘ ticuis, and taught them by his own example. Golignon himself, ’ in 
winter-time, ‘ travelled about in all manner of costumes and chara<iteBr$, 

1 Archenholtz, u. sa* ' 
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* persuading himdreds of people into tlie Prussian service. He not 

* only promised T^onunissions, but gave such, — nominating loose young 

* fellows (Laffen)^ students, merchants’ clerks and the like, to Lieu- 
f tenancies and Captaincies in the Prussian Army’ (about as likely as 
in the Seraphim and Cherubim, had they known it): ‘ in the Infantry, 

* in the Cuiras.siers, in the Hussars, — it is all oile, you have only to 

* choose. The renown of the Prussian arms was so universal, and com- 

* bined with the notion of rich booty, that Colignon’s Commission- 
‘ manufactory was continually busy. No need to provide marching- 
^ money, hand -money’ (shillings for earnest); ‘Colignon’s recruits 

* travelled mostly of will and at their own charge. In Franken, in 

* Schwabe^ in the Rhine Countries, a dissolute son would rob his 

* father, — as shopmen their masters’ tills, and managers their cash- 

* boxes,— and hie off to those magnanimous Prussian Officials, who gave 

* away companies like kreutzers, and had a value for young fellows of 

* spirit. They hastened to Magdeburg -with their Commissions; where 
' * they were received as common recruits, and put by force into the re- 
. ‘ giments suitable. No use in resisting : the cudgel and the drill-ser- 
j* geant,* — ^who doubts it? — ‘till complete submission. By this and 
I * other n^thods Colignon and his helpers are reckoned to have raised 

* for the King, in the course of this War, about 60,000 recruits.’* 

T^is Year, Daun, though his reputation is on the decline 
;lately, is to have the chief command, as usual; the Grand 
Army, with Saxony for field of conquest, and the Reichsfolk 
to assist, is to be Daun's. But, what is reckoned an important 
improvement, Loudon is to have a separate command, and 
Army of his own. Loudon, hot of temper, melancholic, shy, 
is not a man to recommend himself to Kriegshofrath people ; 
but no doubt Imperial Majesty has had her own wise eye on 
him. His merits are so undeniable; the need of some Com- 
mander no^ of the Cunctator type is become so very pressing. 
“ Army of Silesia, 50,000;” that is to be Loudon’s, with 40,000 
Russians to cooperate and unite themselves with Loudon ; and 
try actually for conquest of Silesia, this Year ; while Daun, 
conquering Saxony, keeps the King busy. • 

At Ptilgrsburg, Versailles, Vienna, much planning there hds 
been, and arduous consulting : first at Petersburg, in time and 
in importance, where Montalembert has again been very urgent 
in regard to those poor Swedish people, and the getting of 
them turned to some kind of use: ‘^Stettin in conjunction 
with the Swedes ; oh, listen to reason, and take Stettin T* 
“ Would not Dantzig by ourselves be the advisable thing ?” 

* Airchenholtiv it 53. » 

VOL. VIII. 


T 
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answers Soltikof : ** Dantzig is an important lfc)wn, and the 
grand Baltic Haven; and would be so convenient for our 
Preussen, since we have de^rmined to maintain tKat ftne 
Conquest/* So thinks Czarish Majesty, as well as Soltikof, 
privately, though tliere are difficulties as to Dantzig ; and, in 
fine, except Colberg over again, there can be nothing attempted 
of sieging thereabouts. A Siege of Colberg, however, there is 
actually to be: Second Siege, — if perhaps it will prove luckier 
than the First was, two years since ? Naval Armament SwMish- 
Russian, specific Land Armament wholly Russian, are tb do 
this Second Siege, at a favourable time ; except 8y wishes, 
Soltikof will not be concerned in it ; nor, it is to be hoped, 
shall we, — in such pressure of haste as is probably ahead 
for us. * 

** Silesia would be the place for sieges T* say the Vienna 
people always ; and Imperial Majesty is very urgen! ; and tries 
all methods, — eloquence, flatteries, bribes, — to bring Peters- 
burg to that view. Which is at last adopted; heSrtily by 
Czarish Majesty, ever ready for revenge on Friedrich, th#more 
fatal and the more direct, the better. Heartily by her; not 
so heartily by Soltikof and her Army people, who know tlie 
Austrian habits ; and privately decide on 7iot picking chest- 
nuts from the fire, while the other party's paws keep idle, and 
only his jaws are ready. 

Of Small-War there is nothing or little to be said; indeed 
there occurs almost none. Roving Cossack-Parties* under one 
Tottleben, whom we shall hear of otherwise, infest Pommerh, 
bickering with the Prussian posts there; not ravaging as 
formerly, Tottleben being a civilised kind of man. One of 
these called at the Castle of Schvr^'dt, one day ; found Prince 
Eugen of Wiirtemberg there (nearly recovered of his Kuners- 
4otrf wounds), who is a Son-in-law of the House, m|friedPto a 
Daughter of Schwedt; — ancestor of the now RifSsian Czars 
too, had anybody then known It, Him these Cossacks canrie^d*^ 
off with them, a march or two ; then, taking his Send for a 
certain ransom, let him go. Bond and bond-holder being sobh 
after captured by the Prussians, Eugen paid no ransom ;; so 
that us his ad 'venture is without moment, though it uien 
made some noise among the Gazetteers. 
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, Two other little passages, and only two, we will mention; 
have in 9 hemselves a kind of memorability. First, that 
pi T^neral (^zetteritz and the Manuscript he lost. Of posts 
the Elbe I find none ir^ntionable here, and believe 
fhpre is none, except only Czetteritz’s ; who stands at Cosdorf, 
Vp towards Torgau Country, as sentry ^>ver Torgau and 
Towns there. On Czetteritz there was, in February, an 
attempt made by the active general Beck, whom Daun had 
i^etfl^hed for that object, < Extremely successful, according to 
fhe 4 ^strian Gazetteers ; but in, reality amounting to as good 
nothing-:— Surprisal of Czetteritz’s first vedette, in the dawn 
of a misty February morning (February 21st, 1760); non- 
SU|*f risal of his second, which did give fire and alarm, where- 
upon debf te ; and Czetteritz springing into his saddle ; retreat 
. pf his people to rearward, with loss of 7 Officers and 200 
prisoners ;-crbut ending in re-advance, with fresh force, a few 
hours after in repulse of Beck, in recovery of Cosdorf, and 
H general, state of A^-you^were in that part. A sputter of Post- 
not now worth rmentioning at all, — except only for one 
circumstance i That in the careering and swift ordering, 
such as there was, on the rearguard especially, Major-General 
^^tteritz’s horse happened to fall ; whereby not only waV the 
^^,^pnral taken prisoner, but his quarters got plundered,, and 
ill luggag^,-7->vhat is the notable circumstance,— there ,w^s 
fptind n small Manuscript, Militairische Instruk^i<^/u^ die 
0i(fifralet such as every Prussian General has, apd is. bound 
40 |c^ep religiously secret.^ This, carried to Daun’s head- 
jgj^ters, was duly prized, copied; and in the, course of a year 
Game to print, in many shapes and places; was translated into 
^iiglish^ under the Title, Military Insfmctions by the. King of 
jPmssia^ in 1762 (and again, hardly 50 w^//, iri 1797); 
jstili languidly circulates among the stu.dious. qf'pur soldiers. 
Ndtp little admired by some of them; and unfortunately nearly 
^ail they to know of this greatest of modern Soldiers.^* 

< ftZadsi now m^CBuvres de Fridirk^ xxviii. ^ dt seg. ; was finished (the i^visdl 
nf it whs), bi^he King, ‘ad April 1748:' see PreusSy i. 478-480 ; CEiwres^de 
Ftitdtnc.yixym, Pr^acCyitst endless indistinct details about the translations and 
i6diddflfi of it. London Edition, 1818, caU^itseh thfe"i^|/i?/*. ' ' 

• ; $«e, for example, in Life of Qpneral ^ir Charles Napier* hy his Br^het 

(LostdOa; 1857), iii. 365 and elsewhere, — one of the best judges in the world cfjcpress* 
ing bis joy and admiration on discovery of Friedrich ; discovety, if you read well, 
woi^ ainounts to these InslrHclions, and uo more. 
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Next, about a month after, we have sometlung to report of 
Loudon from Silesia, or rather of the Enemies he meets there ; 
for it is not a victorious thing. But it means a starting of the 
Campaign by an Austrian in^sion of Silesia ; long before sieg- 
ing time, while ^1 these Montalembert-Soltikof pleadings and 
counter-pleadings hang dubious at Petersburg, and Loudon’s 
“ Silesian Army” is still only in a nascent or theoretic state, 
and only Loudon himself is in a practical one. 

Friedrich has always Fouquet at Landshut, in chaige of 
the Silesian Frontier; whose outposts, under Goltz as head of 
these, stretch, by Neisse, far eastward, through the Hills to 
utmost Mahren; Fouquet’ s own headquarter being generally 
Landshut, the main gate of the Country. Fouquet, long since, 
rooted himself rather firmly into that important post ; has a 
beautiful ring of fortified Hills around Landshut ; battery cross- 
ing battery, girdling it with sure destruction, under an expert 
Fouquet, — but would require 30,000 men to keep it, instead of 
13,000, which is Fouquet’s allotment. Upon whom Loudon 
is fully intending a stroke this Year. Fouquet, as weoknow, 
has strenuously managed to keep ward there for a twelvemonth 
past; in spite, often enough, of new violent invadings and at-j 
temptings (violent, miscellaneous, but intermittent) by the De - 1 
villes and others ; — and always under many difficulties of his 
own, and vicissitudes in his employment; a Fouquet coming 
and going, waxing and waning, according to the King’s neces- 
sities, and to the intermittency or constancy of pressures on 
Landshut. Under Loudon, this Yeai', Fouquet will have harder 
times than ever; — in the end, too hard! But will resist, judge 
how by the following small sample ; 

‘Besides Fouquet and his 13,000/ says my Note, ‘the Silesian 
‘ Garrisons are all vigilant, are or ought to be ; and there are far east- 

* ward of him, for guarding of the J^mdorf-Troppau Border, some 
‘ 4 or 6, boo, scattered about, under Lieutenant-General Goltz, in ]|^rious 

• Hill Posts, — the chief Post of which, Goltz’s ovm, is thflilittle Town 
‘ of Neustadt, northward of Jagemdorf ’ (where we have ftUeted in the 
old Silesian Wars) : ‘Goltz’s Neustadt is the chief; and Leobsehiitz, • 
‘ south-westward of it, under “General Le Grand”’ (oncf the Major 
Grant of Ktilim Battle, if readers remember him, “Your Majesty aud 
I cannot take the Battery ourselves !”), ‘is probably the second in im- 

‘ portancef Loudon, cantoned along the Moravian side of the Border, 

‘ perdeives that he can assemble 32,000 foot and horse; that the Prus* 

‘ sians are 13,000 6,000; that Silesia can be invaded with advan* 
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^ tage, were tl|p weather come. And that, in any kind of weather, 

* Goltz and his straggle of posts might be swept into the interior, per- 

* haps picked-up and pocketed altogether, if Loudon were sharp enough. 
Swept into the interior Goltz was? by no means pocketed altogether, 

* as he ought to have been ! 

‘ March 1 3///, 1 760, Loudon orders general Auster hereabouts for 

* the 15th, everybody to have two-days bread and forage ; and warns 
‘Goltz, as bound in honour: “Excellenz, tomorrow is March 14th; 
‘ tomorrow our pleasant time of Truce is out, — the more the pity for 
‘both of us “Yea, my esteemed neighbour Excellenz !” answers 
‘Goltz, with the proper compliments; but judges that his esteemed 

* neighboiw is intending mischief almost immediately. Goltz instantly 
‘sends orders to all his posts: “You, Herr General Grant, you at 
‘ Leobschiitz, and all the rest of you, make your packages; march 
‘ without delay; rendezvous at Steinau and Upper Glogau’* (far different 
‘ from G 9 'ca^*G\og 3 iVi)t “Neisse-ward ; swift !” And would have him- 
‘ self gone on the 14th, but could not, — his poor little Bakery not 
‘ being herl, nor wagons for his baggages quite to be collected in a 

* moment, — ^and it was Saturday 15th, 5 a.m., that Goltz appointed 

* himse¥ to march. 

‘^he last time we saw General Goltz was on the Green of Bautzen, 
‘ above two years ago, — when he delivered that hard message to the 
‘ King’s Brother and his party, “You deserve to be tried by Court- 
‘ martial, and have your heads cut off !” He was of that sad Zittau 
‘ business of the late Prince of Prussia’s, — Goltz, Winterfeld, Ziethen, 

‘ Schmettau and others. Winterfeld and the Prince are both dead ; 
‘ Schmettau is fallen into disaster ; Goltz is still in good esteem with 
‘ the King. A stalwart, swift, flinty kind of man, to judge by the Por- 
‘ traits of him; considerable obstinacy, of a tacitly intelligent kind, in 

* that steady eye, in that droop of the eyebrows towards the strong 
‘ cheek-bones ; plenty of sleeping fire in Lieutenant-General Goltz. 

‘ His principal force, on this occasion, is one Infantry Regiment ; 

* Regiment Manteuffel : — readers perhaps recollect that stout Pommem 
‘ Regiment, Manteuffel of P'oot, and the little Dialogue it had with 
‘ the King himself, on the eve of Leuthen : “ Good-night, then, Fritz ! 

Tomorrow all dead, or else the Enemy beaten.” Their conduct, I 
‘ h^ve heard, was very shining at Leuthen, where everybedy shone ; 
‘ and siiliias then they have been plunging about through the deatli-ele- 
‘ liaent in iheir old rugged way, — and reemerge here into deflnite view 
‘ again, under Lieutenant-General Goltz, issuing from the north end of 
‘HeustaSt, in the dim dawn of a cold spring morning, March 15th, 

‘ 5 A.M. ; weather latterly very wet, as I learn. They intend Neisse- 

* way, wi th their considerable stock of baggage-wagons ; a company of 
^ Dtagoons is to help in escorting: party perhaps about a, 000 in all. 

Goltz will have his difficulties this day; and has calculated ca them. 

* And, ind^, at the first issuing, here they already are. 
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‘ Loudon, with about 5,000 horse, — four Regimentr-dra\^-up h^e; 

‘ and by and by with a fifth (happily not with the grenadiers, as he had 

* calculated, who are detained by broken bridges, waters all in flood 

* from the rain), — is waiting for liftti, at the very environs of.Neust^t; 

‘ Loudon, by a trumpet, politely invites him to surrender, being so 
‘ outnumbered ; Goftz, politely thanking, disregards it, and marches 

* on: Loudon escorting, in an ominous way; till, at BucheMorf, the 

‘ fifth Regiment (best in the Austrian service) is seen drawm-out across . 

* the highway, plainly intimating, No thoroughfare to Goltz and 

* mem. I^oudon sends a second tmUipet : ‘^Surrender pidsoiiers'; 

* honourablest terms j keep all your baggage : refiise, and you are Cut 

* d own every man. ” * * Y ou shall yourself hear the answer, %aid Gpitz. 

' Goltz leads this second trumpet to the front ; and, in Pommerii dialect, 

* makes known what General Loudon’s proposal is. The Pommerners 

* answer, as one man, a No of .such emphasis as I have never heard ; 

< in terms which are intensely vernacular, it seems, and* wlRch do at 
'* this day astonish the foreign mind: We will for him something; 

‘ IVtr wollen ihm was — ” But the powers of translation* and evai 6f 

* typography fail ; and feeble paraphrase must give it: “We will 
‘him something ineffable concoct of a surprisingly contrairy kind 'f 

* Wir woUen ihm was^^ (with inelTable dissyllabic verb governing it) I 
‘ growled one indignant Poinmerner; “and it ran like file-fire' along 

* the ranks,” says Archenholtz; everybody growling it, and bellowing 
‘ it, in fierce bass chorus, as the indubitable vote of Pommem in those 
‘ circumstances. 

‘ Loudon’s trumpet withdrew. Pommern formed square round its 

* baggage; Loudon’s 5,000 came thundering in, fit to break adamant; 

* but met such a storm of bullets from Pommern, they stopped about 
‘ ten paces short, in considerable amazement, and wheeled back. Tried 
‘it again, still more amazement; the like a third time; every time in 
‘ vain. After which, Pommem took the road again, with vanguard, 

‘ rearguard; and had peace for certain miles, — Loudon gloomily fpl- 

* lowing, for a new chance. How many times Loudon tried again, 

‘ and ever again, at good places. I forget, — ^say six times in all* Bei* 

* tween Siebenhufen and Sttinau, in a dirty defile, the jewel of the 

‘ road for Loudon, who tried his very best there, one of our wagpns 
‘ broke ^wn ; the few to rear of it, eighteen wagons and soUte cogUIxy 
*^rts, had to be left standing. Nothing more of wus left 

* there or anywhere, ^ear Steinau there, Loudon gave ft jp as de$,? 

‘ perate, and went his way. Hjs 1o.ss, they sny, Ivas 300 500 

‘ wounded t, Pommern*$ was 35 killed, and above loo left ilbiindfed or ■ 
‘prisbxfods* stiffest day’s nvorks i have kUovm; sOiUe 

^ twelve i^es of inarch, in every two an attack. Ponimcrn lihsi^^ 

* cone6<$rt; someth and kept its promise to 

‘ TifoU knowest the Pommerners can ddy” Said : they oncse to 
‘ thcll^ iowa King. An? obstinate, strong-boned, heavy-b^^j^ pec^le; 
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> ittot SO stupid Is you think. More or less of Jutish or Aiiglish type; 

* higMy deftcient in the graces of speech, and, I should judge, with 

* little call to Parliamentary Eloquence.’® 

Friedrich is, this Year, considered by the generality of man- 
Mhd, to be ruined: “Lost 60,000 men last Campaign ; was 
beaten twice ; his luck is done ; what is to become of him 
shy his edemies, and even the impartial Gazetteer, with joy or 
$otrbw* Among his own people there is gloom or censure ; 
bard commentaries on Maxen : “So self-willed, high, and deaf 
to counsjJ from Prince Henri !** Henri himself, they say, is 
siillen ; threatening, as he often does, to resign * for want of 
health;’ and as he quite did, for a while, in the end of this 
Campai|fh, or interval between this and next. 

Friearich has, with incredible diligence, got together his 
dhance (copper in larger dose than ever, Jew Ephraim presid- 
ing; as usual); and, as if by art-magic, has on their feet 100,000 
men against his enemy’s 280,000. Some higher Officers are 
secrecy in bad spirits ; but the men know nothing of discour- 
agement Friedrich proclaims to them at inarching, “ For 
every tannon you capture, 100 ducats ; for every flag, 50; for 
every standard (cavalry flag), 40;” — which sums, as they fell 
due, were accordingly paid thenceforth.^ But Friedrich, too, is 
abundantly gloomy, if that could help him ; which he knows 
well it cannot, and strictly hides it from all but a few ; — or all 
but D'Argens almost alone, to whom it can do no harm. Read 
carefully by the light of contemporary occurrences, not vaguely 
tti the vacant haze, as the Editors give it, his correspondence 
with D’Argens becomes interesting almost to a painful degree : 
ah utiaflected picture of one of the bravest human souls weighed 
down with dispiriting labours and chagrins, such as were sel- 
dtsm laid on any man ; almost beyond bearing, but incurable, 
atid^emanding to be borne. Wilhelmina is away, away ; to 
D^jArgens:> alone of mortals does he whisper of these thing^; 
aiid to hrf not wearisomely, or with the least prolixity, but in 
Short gusts, seldom now with any indignation, oftenest 
with a touch of hqmour in them, not soliciting any sympathy, 
nearly as much as he will get from the faithful 

« Preuss, S; 841 (incorrect in some iimall points); Archenhoite, ii. Seyfarth, 
ii. 64^ and ii. 6^7-660; Temp<^ho£, iv, 8-ro; in Anmymom ^ H^tmkurg 

(iv. the Aiisman account. ? $tenzel, v. 036, 237; ib. 243. 
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“ I am unfortunate and old, dear Marquis ; t!iat is why they 
•• persecute me : God knows what my future is to be this Year I 
“ I grieve to resemble Cassai^ra with my prophecies ; but how 
“ augur well of the desperate situation we are in, and which 
'* goes on growing worse ? I am so gloomy today, I will cut 
short.’* . . . “ Write to me when you have nothing better to 
** do ; and don’t forget a poor Philosopher who, perhaps to ex- 
piate his incredulity, is doomed to find his Purgatory in this 
“ world.”® ... To another Friend, in the way of speech, he 
more deliberately says: “The difficulties I had, last Campaign, 
“were almost infinite: such a multitude of enemies acting; 
“against me; Pommern, Brandenburg, Saxony, Frontiers of 
“ Silesia, alike in danger, often enough all at one tiine. If I 
“ escaped absolute destruction, I must impute it chifefly to the 
“ misconduct of my enemies ; who gained such ^advantages, 
“ but had not the sense to follow them up. Experience often 
“ corrects people of their blunders: I cannot expect to' profit 
“ by anything of that kind, on their part, in the course of this 
“ Campaign:” judge if it will be a light one, mon cherJ^ 

The symptoms we decipher in these Letters, and otherwise, 
are those of a man drenched in misery ; but used to his black 
element, unaffectedly defiant of it, or not at the pains to defy 
it ; occupied only to do his very utmost in it, with or without 
success, till the end come. Prometheus, chained on the Ocean* 
cliffs, with the New Ruling-Powers in the upper hand, and their 
vultures gradually eating him ; dumb Time and dumb Space 
looking on, apparently with small sympathy ; Prometheus and 
other Titans, now and then, have touched the soul of some 
iEschylus, and drawn tones of melodious sympathy, far heard 
among mankind. But with this new Titan it is notsp: nor, 
upon the whole, with the proper Titan, in this world, is it usu- 
ally so* the world being a — ^what shall we. say? — a poorish 
\kind of world, , and its melodies and dissonances, it^lbve?and 
its hi^treds wort^ comparatively little in the long-rfin. Fried- 
rich does wonderft^ly without sympathy from almost anybody ; 
and the indifference with which he walks along, under such a 
cloud of sulky st^ of mendacities and misconceptions 
from thejierd of mAr^ind, is decidedly admirable to me. 

J39 (* Freyberg, aoth Mstfcb 1760’). 

^ ^ ' of Scawttau, M«y (MilcholJ, ii. *59). 
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But let US look into the Campaign itself. Perhaps, — con- 
trary tp the >lbrld’s opinion, and to Friedrich's own when, in 
ultra-lucid moments, he gazes into it in the light of cold arith- 
metic, and finds the aspect of^ frightful,*’ — this Campaign 
will be a little luckier to him than the last ? Unluckier it can- 
not well be:— or if so, it will at least be hntl to him t 


END OF VOL. vm. 







